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EDITOR’S COLUMN

nnie, it was recent-
A ly asked of me by

a journalist; what
would you tell your almost
2-year-old daughter about
the events of August 3rd and
the days preceding it? To be
very frank with you sweet-
heart, I didn’t know how to
answer that question. Mostly
because I hadn’t given it
much deep thought. I know
that eventually, the time will
come that you will ask me
about this time in our city’s
history. I suppose I thought
that when that time came,
I would know what to say
about it. I will now take
this opportunity to answer
the inevitable question.

That particular morning
was a lot like most mornings
we have, you usually cry out
for one of us to greet you
when you wake up from your

An Open Letter to my Daughter

o

Fernie Ceniceros

crib. We play while you nurse
with your mother. You help
me with my shoes, and you
have Mama get you ready

for your day. This particular
Saturday, your day was sup-
posed to be hanging out with
family at the pool and a visit
with Mama to the library.

As soon as I got my
shoes on, you wanted me to
play with you in your toy
room. So I did, for almost

half an hour while Mama
got your breakfast ready.
Once she did, we said bye-
bye to each other while I
took photos of the grocery
list so I could go shopping
at Wal-Mart for the week
after my visit to the gym.

I went to the gym, did
my workout, and took a nice
long shower. Once I got
dressed, I decided to sit in my
car for a couple minutes to
finish listening to a podcast.
I looked at the clock and
noticed it read 10:50am. I
started the car and made my
way to Wal-Mart. Once I get
to Sunmount, I see there’s a
commotion of cars and what
looks like an accident, and I
think, “What is all the fuss
about?” Let me get around it
and get to the groceries. I see
a young white man being put
in a car in handcuffs. I think

nothing of it. I then make my
way into the Sam’s parking
lot where I am greeted by two
police officers with assault ri-
fles that wave me off the lot. I
think this is not your average
accident, this is real trouble.

I sped out of there and got
home 5 minutes later. I open
the door, and I am immedi-
ately greeted by your joyful
scream of “Dada, Play Shake
it off!” You hug me, and
after that moment, it was a
blur of phone calls and text
messages that didn’t end
for almost a whole week.

What happened that day
was senseless murder. An
angry young man who had
hate in his heart, came to our
city to murder people be-
cause of the color of people’s
skin and because of where
people were born. He was a
man absent from grace. But

out of that absence of grace,
El Paso came together and
showed the world what grace
really was - what it was to be
of service to your neighbor.

Extraordinary stories about
how strangers came together
after this horrifying tragedy
to do whatever they could
to help their neighbors with
the grace that God gives us
in our hearts. This proud
city stood up to hate! I have
never been more proud to
be from here and to decide
to raise you in this city.

I hope you will always re-
member throughout your life
that you are from an extraor-
dinary city filled with excep-
tional people who are filled
with grace for each other. 1
am proud to be from this City
and I hope you will be too.

With love, Dada.

nnie, un periodista
A me pregunto reciente-

mente; ;/Qué le dirias a
tu hija de casi 2 afios sobre los
eventos del 3 de agosto y los
dias anteriores? Para ser sincero
con usted, mi amor, no sabia
como responder esa pregun-
ta. Principalmente porque no
lo habia pensado mucho. S¢é
que eventualmente llegara el
momento en que me pregun-
taran sobre este momento en
la historia de nuestra ciudad.
Supongo que pensé que cuando
llegara ese momento, sabria qué
decir al respecto. Aprovecharé
esta oportunidad para respond-
er la inevitable pregunta.

Esa mafana en particular fue
muy parecida a la mayoria de
las mafianas que tenemos, por
lo general lloras para que uno

Una

de nosotros te salude cuando te
levantas de tu cuna. Jugamos
mientras amamantas con tu
madre. Me ayudas con mis zap-
atos y tienes a mama preparan-
dote para tu dia. Este sabado
en particular, se suponia que tu
dia estaba pasando el rato con
la familia en la piscina y una
visita con mama a la biblioteca.

Tan pronto como me puse
los zapatos, querias que jugara
contigo en tu cuarto de jug-
uetes. Asi lo hice, durante casi
media hora mientras mama
preparaba tu desayuno. Una
vez que lo hizo, nos desped-
imos mientras tomaba fotos
de la lista de compras para
poder ir de compras a Wal-Mart
durante la semana después
de mi visita al gimnasio.

Fui al gimnasio, hice mi en-

carta a mi

trenamiento y me di una ducha
larga y agradable. Una vez que
me vesti, decidi sentarme en
mi auto por un par de minutos
para terminar de escuchar un
podcast. Mir¢ el reloj y noté
que marcaba las 10:50 am.
Arranqué el auto y me dirigi a
Wal-Mart. Una vez que llego

a Sunmount, veo que hay una
conmocion de autos y lo que
parece un accidente, y creo que
de esto se trata todo el alboroto,
déjenme evitarlo y llegar a la
tienda de comestibles. Veo a
un joven blanco siendo pues-
to en un auto esposado. No
pienso nada de eso. Luego me
dirijo al estacionamiento de
Sam’s donde me saludan dos
policias con rifles de asalto
que me sacan del estaciona-
miento. Creo que este no es
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hija
su accidente promedio, esto
es un verdadero problema.

Sali rapidamente de alli
y llegué a casa 5 minutos
después. Abro la puerta e inme-
diatamente me saluda tu alegre
grito de “iDada, Play Shake it
off!” Me abrazas, y después de
ese momento, fue un borrén de
llamadas telefonicas y mensajes
de texto que no terminaron
por casi una semana entera.

Lo que sucedi¢ ese dia fue
un asesinato sin sentido. Un
joven enojado que tenia odio en
su corazdn, vino a nuestra ciu-
dad para asesinar personas por
el color de la piel de las per-
sonas y por el lugar donde na-
cieron. Era un hombre ausente
de la gracia. Pero de esa ausen-
cia de gracia, El Paso se uni6
y le mostr6 al mundo lo que

realmente era la gracia. Lo que
era ser de servicio a su vecino.
Historias extraordinarias
sobre como los extrafios se
unieron después de esta hor-
rible tragedia para hacer todo
lo posible para ayudar a sus
vecinos con la gracia que Dios
nos da en nuestros corazones.
iEsta orgullosa ciudad resistio
al odio! Nunca he estado mas
orgulloso de ser de aqui 'y
decidir criarte en esta ciudad.
Espero que siempre recu-
erdes a lo largo de tu vida que
eres de una ciudad extraordi-
naria llena de personas excep-
cionales que estan llenas de
gracia el uno para el otro. Estoy
orgulloso de ser de esta ciudad
y espero que ti también lo seas.
Con todo amor, Dada.
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INSEITZ INTO THE FAITH

This special town is already about the work of healing

n Saturday morning,
O Aug. 3, time stopped

in El Paso. What was
an ordinary Saturday morn-
ing in our city turned into
something unrecognizable.

El Paso, or “the Pass,” is
well named. Our very iden-
tity is tied up with welcom-
ing and facilitating people’s
comings and goings.

We are home to one of
the largest military bases in
the world. The internation-
al economy pulses through
our ports of entry. Mi-
grants still arrive in search
of the American dream.

We are a city of bridges.
The international line that
divides us from our neigh-
boring Ciudad Juarez has
always been for us a place of
crossing and encounter. Until

a line was drawn through us,
for centuries we were one
city. We still live with one
foot in El Paso and the other
in Ciudad Juarez. Family is
present on both sides and we
send our students to school in
both great cities, every day.
Although we are mostly
Hispanic, no shade of skin col-
or is foreign to us. Language
and culture flow together into
a colorful dynamic creative
fusion. We revel in our rich
cultural traditions, and we cel-
ebrate them. But we also blend
them; Spanish and English
come together in the same
sentence and jalapefios and
avocados easily find their way
onto hamburgers. We have
our family squabbles and El
Paso is not paradise. But ever
since [ arrived from Dallas

six years ago, [ have felt that
this is a most unique place.

Faith and spirituality are
part of our identity, and,
unlike in most of the West-
ern world, they haven’t been
excised from public life. Our
Lady of Guadalupe is just as
much present in malls, barber
shops and taxi cabs as she is
in churches and homes. We
begin a meal with the words
“Buen provecho” to remem-
ber that God has provided.
We plan tomorrow with the
caveat “Si Dios quiere,” which
means, “If God desires”.

The actions of last Saturday
were a terrible blow, aimed
as they were at the harmony,
dynamism and diversity of
our community. But a visit to
the spontaneous memorial site
near the mass shooting scene

reveals that El Paso is already
about the work of healing.
Thousands upon thousands

are descending upon this

place as if to say: “No act of
terror will define us. No act of
hatred will frighten us away.
We will show you who we are:
a people proud of our roots
and our heritage, and a people
of welcome and of love.”

Bishop Mark J. Seitz

Time may have stopped.
The wounds may be deep.
Much work is yet to be done.
And with the loss of so many
of our brothers and sisters, life
will never be the same. But |
am confident that the darkness
that enveloped us for a time
will only serve to make the
light of this special place on
earth shine even more brightly.

Esta

a mafiana del sabado,
L 3 de agosto, el tiem-

po se detuvo en la
ciudad de El Paso. Lo que
era un sabado normal en
nuestra ciudad se convirtio
en algo irreconocible.

El Paso, esta bien nomb-
rado. Nuestra identidad esta
ligada a acoger y facilitar las
idas y venidas de las personas.

Somos el hogar de una
de las bases militares mas
grandes del mundo. La
economia internacional late
a través de nuestros puer-
tos de entrada. Los mi-
grantes aun llegan en busca
del suefio americano.

Somos una ciudad de
puentes. La linea internacio-
nal que nos separa de nuestra
ciudad vecina, Juarez, siempre
ha sido para nosotros un lugar
de cruce y encuentro. Durante
siglos fuimos una sola ciudad,
hasta que se trazo una linea
a través de nosotros. Todavia
vivimos con un pie en El Paso
y el otro en Ciudad Juarez. La
familia estd presente en ambos
lados y enviamos a nuestros
estudiantes a la escuela en las
dos ciudades, todos los dias.

Aunque en su mayoria so-
mos hispanos, ningtn tono de
color de piel es extrafio para
nosotros. Lengua y cultura
fluyen juntas en una colorida
fusion creativa y dinamica.
Nos deleitamos en nuestras
ricas tradiciones culturales
y las celebramos. También
mezclamos el espanol y el
inglés. Los lenguajes se unen
en la misma oracion y los
jalapenos y los aguacates se
encuentran facilmente en las
hamburguesas. El Paso no
es el paraiso y si tenemos
nuestras diferencias entre
familias. Pero, desde que
me movi a El Paso de Dallas
hace seis afios, he sentido
que este es un lugar inico.

La fé y la espiritualidad son
parte de nuestra identidad y,

a diferencia de la mayoria del
mundo occidental, no han sido

Ciudad Especial Esta Trabajo Para Sanar

Bishop Mark Seitz processes during the interfaith vigil held on August 4th with a commemorative candle to honor one of the
22 lives lost at the Wal-Mart tragedy on August 3rd. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros

eliminadas de la vida publica.
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe
esta tan presente en centros
comerciales, barberias y taxis
como en iglesias y hogares.
Comenzamos una comida con
las palabras “Buen provecho”
para recordar que Dios ha
provisto. Planeamos nuestra
mafiana con la advertencia
“Si Dios quiere”, que sig-

nifica “Si Dios lo desea”.
Las acciones del saba-
do pasado fueron un golpe
terrible, ya que apuntaban
a la armonia, el dinamismo
y la diversidad de nuestra
comunidad. Pero una visita
al sitio memorial esponta-
neo cerca de la escena del
tiroteo masivo revela que El
Paso esta en camino a sanar.

Miles y miles descienden
sobre este lugar diciendo:
“Ningun acto de terror nos
definira. Ningtn acto de odio
nos asustara. Le mostraremos
quiénes somos: un pueblo
orgulloso de nuestras raices y
nuestra herencia, y un pueblo
de bienvenida y de amor”.

El tiempo puede haberse
detenido. Las heridas pueden

ser profundas. Queda mucho
trabajo por hacer. Y con la
pérdida de tantos de nuestros
hermanos y hermanas, la vida
nunca sera la misma. Pero,
estoy seguro de que la oscuri-
dad que nos envolvid por un
tiempo solo servira para hacer
que la luz de este lugar espe-
cial en la tierra brille atin mas.



4 - The Rio Grande Catholic

El Paso Strong Edition

September 2019

Faith Was There ‘In Darkest Moments,’ said El Paso Priest

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON(CNS)-In
upcoming days, Father Fabian
Marquez plans to attend 17 fu-
nerals. He will officiate one and
attend the other 16, including
one in Chihuahua City in Mex-
ico.

He is connected to all of
them — for people who died in
the Aug. 3 mass shooting at the
El Paso, Texas, Walmart — be-
cause he was there when mem-
bers of each of these 17 families
heard the news that their loved
one died in the gunfire. In all, 22
people just going about a normal
routine that day were killed by a
21-year-old who may face hate
crime charges in addition to cap-
ital murder charges.

These families waited hours
— into the night and then into
the next day — to find out about
their missing family members at
the MacArthur Elementary-In-
termediate School in El Paso,
which was set up as a reunifica-
tion center.

Father Marquez, pastor of El
Buen Pastor Catholic Mission,
(Church of the Good Shepherd)
in Sparks, Texas, said the priests
in the El Paso Diocese were
urged by Bishop Mark J. Seitz
“to be present” to the commu-
nity.

He first went to the local hos-
pital and then to the reunifica-
tion center where he stayed from
1 p.m. Aug. 3 until about 5:30
p.m. the next day. Some slept
during the night in the school
building, but mostly they just

waited, anxious to hear about
friends or family members.

Father Marquez didn’t sleep.
He said the initial crowd thinned
as people were gradually reunit-
ed with their families, but by the
next morning, those who

remained were tired, frustrat-
ed and growing more fearful.

At 10 a.m. the next day when
the tensions and emotions were
high for those who had not re-
ceived news, he suggested that
the group, several of whom were
Catholic, have 30 minutes of
prayer together, especially since
it was a time when many people
across the city would be at their
respective churches.

When they prayed, joined by
some of the police officers who
were at the center, he told them
the moment was akin to when
the apostles were hiding after
Jesus’ crucifixion.

“They were hurt, just like we
are, and he showed up and said
peace be with you,” the priest
said he told the group, stress-
ing: “We need peace now in our
community ... we need peace to
change this tragedy.”

He said everyone hugged
each other, which they hadn’t
done in their almost 24 hours
together, and he said that peace
was a visible sign of the power
of prayer and of faith which in
turn helped them cope with trag-
ic news they would later receive.

“It was emotionally hard and
heartbreaking” to tell families
news they didn’t want to hear,
but Father Marquez felt it was
important to be there to “minis-
ter to those suffering most.”
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Father Fabian conoles members of the Flores family who lost their grandparents at the memori-
al outside the Wal-Mart in east El Paso. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros

“In the darkest moments our
faith was with them; it’s what
we do as Christians,” he told
Catholic News Service Aug. 7.

When Father Marquez finally
left the reunification center, he
went home and then to an inter-
faith prayer service before final-
ly returning home after midnight
to catch up on a little sleep.

The priest, born and raised
in El Paso, said no one from his
parish died in the shooting but
many of his parishioners knew
the youngest person killed in
the Walmart shooting: Javier
Amir Rodriguez, a 15-year-old

avid soccer player from a Cath-
olic family who was just about
to start his sophomore year at
Horizon High School in El Paso.

Rodriguez was at Walmart
that day with his uncle about to
get things for school. The two
were standing in line at a bank
inside the store when the gun-
man opened fire. Rodriguez’s
uncle was shot in the foot and is
in stable condition.

In the days since the shooting
Father Marquez has been meet-
ing with families and helping
to plan funerals and memorials.
When he spoke to CNS, he was

at the site of the memorial at the
El Paso shopping center to pray
and be with people.

“There is a lot of pain, hurt,
tears from early in the morning
until night,” he said. He said
people have left rosaries and
prayer cards and are ministering
to others and crying with each
other.

“Our community needs to be
strong together,” he said before
adding: “We will be strong be-
cause God is with us.”

This article is reprinted with
permission from Catholic News
Service www.catholicnews.com.

La Fe estaba alli “en los momentos mas oscuros”, dijo el sacerdote de El Paso

Por Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) - En
los proximos dias, el padre Fa-
bian Marquez tiene planeado
asistir a 17 funerales. Oficiara
uno y asistira a los otros 16, in-
cluido uno en la ciudad de Chi-
huahua, México.

Estd conectado con todos
ellos, por las personas que mu-
rieron en el tiroteo masivo del
3 de agosto en El Paso, Texas,
Walmart, porque estaba alli cuan-
do los miembros de cada una de
estas 17 familias escucharon
la noticia de que su ser querido
muri6 en la tragedia. En total, 22
personas que acababan de seguir
una rutina normal ese dia fueron
asesinadas por un joven de 21
afios que puede enfrentar cargos
por delitos de odio ademas de
cargos de asesinato capital.

Estas  familias  esperaron
horas, hasta la noche y luego has-
ta el dia siguiente, para averiguar
sobre sus familiares desapareci-
dos en la escuela MacArthur en
El Paso, que se estableci6 como
un centro de reunificacion.

El Padre Marquez, pastor de
la Mision Catolica El Buen Pas-
tor (Iglesia del Buen Pastor) en
Sparks, Texas, dijo que el obispo
Mark J. Seitz instd a los sacer-
dotes de la diocesis de El Paso
a “estar presentes” en la comu-

Father Fabian holds a small group prayer at the memorial locat-
ed right outside the Wal-Mart. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros

nidad.

Primero fue al hospital local y
luego al centro de reunificacion
donde permanecio desde la 1
p.m. el 3 de agosto hasta las 5:30
p.m. el dia siguiente. Algunos
dormian durante la noche en el
edificio de la escuela, pero en su
mayoria solo esperaban, ansio-
sos por escuchar sobre amigos o
familiares.

El Padre Marquez no durmio.
Dijo que la multitud inicial dis-
minuy6 a medida que las perso-
nas se reunian gradualmente con
sus familias, pero a la mafana
siguiente, los que quedaban esta-

ban cansados, frustrados y cada
vez mas temerosos.

A las 10 de la mafiana del dia
siguiente, cuando las tensiones
y las emociones eran altas para
aquellos que no habian recibido
noticias, sugiridé que el grupo,
varios de los cuales eran catoli-
cos, tenian 30 minutos de oracion
juntos, especialmente porque era
un momento en que muchas per-
sonas cruzaban la ciudad estaria
en sus respectivas iglesias.

Cuando oraron, acompaia-
dos por algunos de los oficiales
de policia que estaban en el cen-
tro, les dijo que el momento era

similar a cuando los apostoles se
escondian después de la crucifix-
i6n de Jesus.

“Ellos estaban heridos, al ig-
ual que nosotros, y ¢l aparecio
y dijo que la paz sea con usted”,
dijo el sacerdote al grupo, y sub-
rayo: “Necesitamos paz ahora en
nuestra comunidad ... necesita-
mos paz para cambiar esta tra-
gedia”.

Dijo que todos se abrazaron,
lo que no habian hecho en sus
casi 24 horas juntos, y dijo que la
paz era una sefial visible del pod-
er de la oracion y de la fe, que a
su vez los ayudo a enfrentar las
tragicas noticias que luego reci-
birian. .

“Fue emocionalmente dificil
y desgarrador” contarles a las
familias noticias que no querian
escuchar, pero el Padre Marquez
sintid6 que era importante estar
alli para “ministrar a los que mas
sufren”.

“En los momentos mas oscu-
ros nuestra fé estaba con ellos; es
lo que hacemos como cristianos
“, dijo a Catholic News Service
el 7 de agosto.

Cuando el Padre Marquez
finalmente salié del centro de
reunificacion, se fue a su casa y
luego a un servicio de oracion in-
terreligioso antes de finalmente
regresar a su casa después de
la medianoche para dormir un
poco.

El sacerdote, nacido y criado
en El Paso, dijo que nadie de su
parroquia muri6é en el tiroteo,
pero muchos de sus congre-
gantes conocian a la persona
mas joven asesinada en el tiroteo
de Walmart: Javier Amir Rodri-
guez, un jugador de futbol de 15
afios. El era de una familia catoli-
cay estaba a punto de comenzar
su segundo aflo en Horizon High
School en El Paso.

Rodriguez estaba en Walmart
ese dia con su tio a punto de con-
seguir cosas para la escuela. Los
dos estaban en linea para ir al
banco dentro de la tienda cuando
el pistolero abrio fuego. El tio de
Rodriguez recibio un disparo en
el pie y esta en condicion estable.

En los dias posteriores al
tiroteo, el Padre Marquez se ha
reunido con familias y ayudado
a planificar funerales y memo-
riales. Cuando hablé con CNS,
estaba en el sitio del monumento
en el centro comercial de El Paso
para rezar y estar con la gente.

“Hay mucho dolor, dolor,
lagrimas desde temprano en la
mafiana hasta la noche”, dijo.
También dijo que las personas
han dejado rosarios y tarjetas de
oracion y estdn ministrando a
otros y llorando entre ellos.

“Nuestra comunidad necesi-
ta ser fuerte juntos”, dijo antes
de agregar: “Seremos fuertes
porque Dios esta con nosotros”.
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El Paso

By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
When Father Michael Lewis,
parochial vicar at St. Pius X
Parish in El Paso, Texas, first
heard about the shooting that
took place a mile and a half
from his parish, he said he

would do whatever was needed.

Right away, that
turned out to be provid-
ing a place for prayer.

So, the night of Aug. 3,
hours after the border town was
harshly shaken from a normal
Saturday routine and thrown
into panic, fear and devastat-
ing loss, he opened the doors
of the bilingual parish, Iglesia
St Pius X, for a prayer vigil to
pray for the victims, still at that
point unidentified, for those
injured in the gunfire and for
the entire stunned community.

Parishioners came in droves
and Texas Gov. Greg Abbott
also came, unannounced.

Father Lewis said he told
those gathered: “The only way
to combat hate is with love.”

“I cried with them that night
and then I told them I had to
go to the hospital to help with
anointings,” he said, adding:
“In the moment I was trying
to do the most I could do to
be with the people of God.”

The priest, who was just
ordained at the end of May,
was thrown into a situation he
had never imagined and also
was called upon to step up
even more than he might have,
because the pastor was away.

For his homily the next
morning — of which he noted
the “readings weren’t perfect
ones but you work with what
you get” — he pulled from the
Gospel passage the message:
“We have to remind ourselves
of the things God thinks are
important, celestial treasures.”
He told parishioners: “We
become rich in love, patience,
kindness and compassion by
giving those things away.”

This is something he has

Photo by Fernie Ceniceros
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Father Michael Lewis Organized the first Catholic Vigil at St. Pius X on Saturday August 3rd.

seen in abundance in the days
after the horrific shooting,
which upended the lives of so
many in the community he said
is known for its friendliness.

“We take this for granted,”
said the priest, who grew up
in El Paso. He said everyone
talks to people there, even in
grocery lines, which he said
might have something to do
with the fact that “we’re in
the middle of nowhere in the
desert,” so there is this attitude
of “we’re all in this together, so
let’s take care of each other.”

That sense is in full
view right now, he said,
even though it has been
tested to the extreme.

The immediate response
after the shooting was “over-
whelming and selfless,” he
told Catholic News Service
Aug. 7 during a break for
a retreat he was giving to
parish school teachers.

He said the teachers are
“struggling to make sense of
what happened and bracing
themselves to discuss this

with students on Monday”
when schools open. Public
schools in the area opened
Aug. 5, which is why so many
families were shopping Aug.
3, getting school supplies.
“This is when we re-
member God is with us; we
are not far from him,” is his
message to teachers. It also
was his message to youth
group leaders who asked him
what they should do now.
“You meet. You help them
where they are at and pray for
victims and for us. You need
to be with each other. That’s
how we’re going to get through
this — together,” he told them.
Father Lewis attended the
parish youth group meet-
ing Aug. 5 and days later he
choked up talking about it,
pointing out that “every single
kid either knew one of the
victims, or injured, or some-
one who ran for their lives.”
“I cried with them,” he said.
Two of the 22 who were
killed Aug. 3 are from St. Pius
X: Angelina Englisbee, 86,

and Arturo Benavides, 60.
Normally, parishes are con-
tacted by funeral homes about a
parish funeral, but in the case of
Englisbee’s funeral, the family
came to the church first Aug. 5
to make the arrangements, and
Father Lewis was glad because
it turned out to be “another
way to be with them in the
midst of this senselessness.”
Englisbee had been in
the checkout line at Walmart
the morning of Aug. 3 and
had spoken to one of her
sons on the phone just be-
fore the shooting began. The
grandmother and mother of
eight, who lost one child in
infancy, raised the family by
herself after her husband’s
death from a heart attack.
Benavides, an Army veteran
and retired bus driver, was at
Walmart getting groceries with
his wife of 30 years, Patricia,
and was paying at the regis-
ter when the shooting began.
His wife had been sitting on
a bench near the bathroom
and was pushed into a bath-

priest: ‘Let’s take care of each other’

room during the shooting,
according to news reports.

Father Lewis will celebrate
Englisbee’s funeral Mass Aug.
9, and the pastor, Father Wilson
Cuevas, who is returning,
will be the main celebrant for
Benavides’ funeral Aug. 13.

Two days before the
funeral for the 86-year-old
parishioner, Father Lewis
wasn’t sure what he would
say. He said even though the
“circumstances of her death
were sudden and painful, our
hope, that she is with God,
is the same. She is enjoying
eternal life, that is our faith.”

The difference here, he
said, is that people are in pain
because of the circumstanc-
es around this death and the
deaths of so many others,
which can’t be ignored.

The message he hopes to
deliver is to “focus on the
hope that comes from this: the
light in the darkness and how
Christ can lead us out of this
out of pain and sadness.”

The priest, sounding worn
down himself, acknowledged
that seminary training didn’t
fully prepare him for this
experience, but it partially did
because of his clinical pastoral
training at Children’s Medi-
cal Center in Dallas where he
was a chaplain in the intensive
care unit and daily ministered
to families coping with dif-
ficult situations and grief.

He also noted that in a pre-
vious time as a seminarian, he
was in Florida during the 9/11
attacks and the pastor was out
of town at the time, something
he immediately thought of
after the El Paso shooting.

He said no one could ever
be fully prepared for the
tragedy they just endured.

“We can only rely on
the grace of God,” he said.
“We feel the prayers and
will continue to need them
for quite some time.”

This article is reprinted with
permission from Catholic News
Service www.catholicnews.com.

Sacerdote de El Paso: “Cuidemos el uno al otro”

Por Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS)
- Cuando el padre Michael
Lewis, vicario parroquial en
la parroquia St. Pius X en
El Paso, Texas, escuch6 por
primera vez sobre el tiroteo
que tuvo lugar a una milla y
media de su parroquia, dijo que
haria lo que fuera necesario.

Inmediatamente, eso resultd
ser un lugar para la oracion.

Entonces, la noche del 3 de
agosto, horas después de que
la ciudad fronteriza se sacudio
severamente de una rutina
normal de los sdbados y entr6d
en panico, miedo y pérdida
devastadora, abrid las puer-
tas de la parroquia bilingiie,
Iglesia San Pio X, para una
vigilia de oracién. rezar por

las victimas, aiin en ese mo-
mento sin identificar, por los
heridos en los disparos y por
toda la comunidad aturdida.
Los feligreses llegaron
en masa y el gobernador de
Texas, Greg Abbott, tam-
bién llego sin previo aviso.
El padre Lewis dijo que
les dijo a los reunidos: “La
unica forma de combatir
el odio es con el amor”.
“Lloré con ellos esa noche
y luego les dije que tenia que
ir al hospital para ayudar con
la uncién”, dijo, y agregd: “En
el momento estaba tratando
de hacer todo lo posible para
estar con la gente de Dios.”
El sacerdote, que acababa
de ser ordenado a fines de
mayo, se vio envuelto en una
situacion que nunca habia
imaginado y también se le pidid
que intensificara atin mas de

lo que podria haber debido a
que el pastor estaba lejos.

Para su homilia a la mafia-
na siguiente, de la que sefiald
que “las lecturas no fueron
perfectas pero trabajas con lo
que obtienes”, sac6 del pasa-
je del Evangelio el mensaje:
“Tenemos que recordarnos
las cosas que Dios considera
importantes , tesoros celestia-
les ““. Le dijo a los feligreses:”
Nos hacemos ricos en amor,
paciencia, amabilidad y com-
pasion al regalar esas cosas .

Esto es algo que ha visto en
abundancia en los dias poste-
riores al horrible tiroteo, que
cambio la vida de muchos en
la comunidad que, segun ¢l, es
conocida por su amabilidad.

“Damos esto por sentado”,
dijo el sacerdote, que crecio en
El Paso. Dijo que todos hablan
con la gente alli, incluso en

las lineas de comestibles, lo

que dijo que podria tener algo
que ver con el hecho de que
“estamos en el medio de la nada
en el desierto”, por lo que existe
esta actitud de “todos estamos
en esto juntos, asi que cuidem-
os los unos de los otros .

Ese sentido esta a la vista en
este momento, dijo, a pesar de
que se ha probado al extremo.

La respuesta inmediata
después del tiroteo fue “abru-
madora y desinteresada”, dijo
al Servicio de Noticias Catoli-
cas el 7 de agosto durante un
descanso para un retiro que
estaba dando a los maestros
de las escuelas parroquiales.

Dijo que los maestros estan
“luchando por dar sentido a
lo que sucedid y preparan-
dose para discutir esto con los
estudiantes el lunes” cuando
abren las escuelas. Las escuelas

publicas en el area abrieron

el 5 de agosto, razon por la

cual tantas familias estaban

comprando el 3 de agosto

para obtener utiles escolares.
“Esto es cuando recordamos

que Dios esta con nosotros; no

estamos lejos de €l “, es su men-

saje para los maestros. También

fue su mensaje a los lideres de

grupos juveniles que le pregun-

taron qué deberian hacer ahora.
“Usted cumple. Los ayu-

das donde estan y rezas por

las victimas y por nosotros.

Necesitas estar el uno con el

otro. Asi es como vamos a

superar esto, juntos “, les dijo.
El padre Lewis asisti6 a

la reunion del grupo juvenil

de la parroquia el 5 de agosto

y dias después se atraganto

hablando de eso, sefalando que

Continuado en la pagina 6
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Pastoral

By Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

In solidarity with the El Paso
Strong community, Bishop
Mark J. Seitz and the Catholic
Diocese of El Paso’s Pastoral
Center Staff gathered at the
statue of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe at The Diocesan Pastoral
Center. Everyone gathered to
commemorate and pray for the
victims and their families of the
tragic events of August 3rd.

During the prayer, 22 ribbons
tied to a trellis surrounding the
Statue of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe in memory of the lives lost
on August 3rd. Bishop Seitz
along with Pastoral Center
staff and a few members of
the families of those who
died, gathered to pray at the
Pastoral Center Courtyard.

“This arose because those
that work here at the Catho-
lic Diocese of El Paso have
expressed that their hearts have
been broken by this tragedy
in our city of El Paso. We
thought it would be appropriate
for us to do something on our
grounds to show that we are
united with all of the people
affected by this tragedy in
prayer,” Bishop Seitz said.

Raul Flores, Son of Vic-
tims Maria and Raul Flores,
expressed his gratitude to
Bishop Seitz and all the
people of the diocese.

“Words can’t express how
grateful I am to everyone here,”
Raul Flores said. My parents
raised me to be Catholic, and
they used their faith to make the
best decisions for their family.
It’s overwhelming that people
would come together to pray
for my family and me and the
souls of my parents as they
continue their journey to meet
God in heaven,” he added.

The Parents of Victim Andre
Anchondo, Gilbert Anchon-
do, and his wife Brenda, were
also in attendance during the
vigil at the Pastoral Center.

“What we need from our
Catholic Community in El Paso
is their prayers. Our hearts have
been broken and spirits as low
as an empty bottle of water,”
Gilbert Anchondo said. “We ask
for El Paso to unite together now
in prayer so that we can fill our
empty spiritual bottles with the
prayer that will get us through
this difficult time,” he said.

Bishop Seitz assured every-
one in attendance that God’s
presence is always in their lives,
especially in times of sorrow.

“We encourage all of our
community to continue to unite
with us in prayer. The peo-
ple who lost so much during
this tragedy are in desperate
need of our prayer so that they
can know that God is with
them, especially during this
saddening time,” he ended.

Office Staff Gather to Pray for Victims

Memebrs of various victims families gather in prayer with Pastororal Center staff durinf the
vigil held to commemorate the tragic events and the victms affected by the Wal-Mart tragedy
on August 3rd. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros

El Personal de la Centro Pastoral Se Reune Para Orar por victimas

Por Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

En solidaridad con la
comunidad de El Paso Strong,
el Obispo Mark J. Seitz y el
personal del Centro Pastoral
de la Didcesis Catodlica de
El Paso se reunieron en la
estatua de Nuestra Sefora
de Guadalupe en el Centro
Pastoral Diocesano. Todos se
reunieron para conmemorar
y rezar por las victimas y
sus familias de los tragicos
eventos del 3 de agosto.

Durante la oracion, 22 cin-
tas atadas a un enrejado que
rodea la Estatua de Nuestra

Sefora de Guadalupe en me-
moria de las vidas perdidas el
3 de agosto. El Obispo Seitz
junto con el personal del Cen-
tro Pastoral y algunos miem-
bros de las victimas perdidas
se reunieron para rezar en el
patio del Centro Pastoral.
“Esto surgid porque
aquellos que trabajan aqui
en la Didcesis Catoélica de El
Paso han expresado que sus
corazones se han roto por esta
tragedia en nuestra ciudad
de El Paso. Pensamos que
seria apropiado que hagamos
algo en nuestro terreno para
demostrar que estan uni-
dos con todas las personas

afectadas por esta tragedia en

oracion,” dijo el Obispo Seitz.

Ratl Flores, hijo de
las victimas Maria y Raul
Flores, expresaron su grati-
tud al obispo Seitz y a toda
la gente de la didcesis.

“Las palabras no pueden
expresar lo agradecido que
estoy con todos aqui,” dijo
Ratl Flores. “Mis padres me
criaron para ser catdlica, y
usaron su fe para tomar las
mejores decisiones para su
familia. Es abrumador que
las personas se reunan para
rezar por mi familia, por
mi y por las almas de mis
padres mientras contintian

su viaje para encontrarse con
Dios en el cielo,” agrego.
Los padres de Andre
Anchondo, Gilbert Anchondo
y su esposa también estu-
vieron presentes durante la
vigilia en el Centro Pastoral.
“Lo que necesitamos de
nuestra comunidad catélica
en El Paso son sus oraciones.
Nuestros corazones se han
roto y los espiritus estan
tan bajos como una botella
de agua vacia,” dijo Gilbert
Anchondo. “Pedimos que El
Paso se una ahora en oracion
para que podamos llenar
nuestras botellas espirituales
vacias con la oracion que

nos ayudara a superar este
momento dificil,” dijo.

El obispo Seitz ase-
guro a todos los asistentes
que la presencia de Dios
siempre esta en sus vi-
das, especialmente en
momentos de tristeza.

“Alentamos a toda nues-
tra comunidad a continuar
uniéndose a nosotros en
oracion. Las personas que
perdieron tanto durante esta
tragedia necesitan deses-
peradamente nuestra oracion
para que puedan saber que
Dios esta con ellos, es-
pecialmente durante este
momento triste,” termind.

continuado de la pagina 5

“cada niflo conocia a una de
las victimas, o heria, o alguien
que corria por sus vidas”.

“Lloré con ellos”, dijo.

Dos de los 22 que fueron ase-
sinados el 3 de agosto son de San
Pio X: Angelina Englisbee, de 86
afios, y Arturo Benavides, de 60.

Normalmente, las funerar-
ias contactan a las parroquias
para un funeral parroquial,
pero en el caso del funeral de
Englisbee, la familia vino a la
iglesia el 5 de agosto para hacer
los arreglos, y el padre Lewis
se alegrd porque resulto ser
“otra forma estar con ellos en
medio de esta insensatez “.

Englisbee habia estado en
la fila de pago en Walmart
la manana del 3 de agosto y
habia hablado con uno de sus
hijos por teléfono justo antes
de que comenzara el tiroteo. La
abuela y madre de ocho hijos,
que perdieron a un hijo en la
infancia, criaron a la familia
sola después de la muerte de su
esposo por un ataque al corazon.
Benavides, un veterano del
ejército y conductor de autobus
retirado, estaba en Walmart
comprando alimentos con su
esposa de 30 afos, Patricia, y
estaba pagando en la caja cuando
comenzo el tiroteo. Su esposa
habia estado sentada en un banco
cerca del bafio y fue empujada

a un bafo durante el tiroteo,
seglin informes de prensa.

El padre Lewis celebrara
la misa del funeral de Englis-
bee el 9 de agosto, y el pastor,
el padre Wilson Cuevas, que
regresard, sera el celebrante
principal del funeral de Be-
navides el 13 de agosto.

Dos dias antes del funeral
del feligrés de 86 afios, el padre
Lewis no estaba seguro de lo
que diria. Dijo que a pesar de
que “las circunstancias de su
muerte fueron repentinas y
dolorosas, nuestra esperanza
de que ella esté con Dios es la
misma. Ella esta disfrutando la
vida eterna, esa es nuestra fe .

La diferencia aqui, dijo, es

que las personas estan sufrien-
do debido a las circunstancias
que rodearon esta muerte

y la muerte de tantos otros,
que no se pueden ignorar.

El mensaje que espera
transmitir es “centrarse en la
esperanza que proviene de
esto: la luz en la oscuridad y
como Cristo puede sacarnos
de este dolor y tristeza”.

El sacerdote, que parecia
cansado, reconocid que la ca-
pacitacion en el seminario no lo
prepar6 completamente para esta
experiencia, pero en parte lo hizo
debido a su capacitacion pastoral
clinica en el Children’s Medical
Center en Dallas, donde fue ca-
pellan en la unidad de cuidados

intensivos y diariamente. min-
istrado a familias que enfrentan
situaciones dificiles y dolor.

También sefiald que en un
tiempo anterior como seminar-
ista, estuvo en Florida durante
los ataques del 11 de septiembre
y el pastor estaba fuera de la
ciudad en ese momento, algo en
lo que pens6 inmediatamente
después del tiroteo en El Paso.

Dijo que nadie podria
estar completamente prepa-
rado para la tragedia que
acababan de soportar.

“Solo podemos confiar
en la gracia de Dios”, dijo.
“Sentimos las oraciones y
continuaremos necesitandolas
durante bastante tiempo”.
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Citing El Paso shooting, US bishops condemn divisive rhetoric

Washington D.C. --- (CNA)
Leaders of the U.S. bishops’
conference on issues of immi-
gration and racism denounced
xenophobic and dehuman-
izing language in the United
States, warning that it fosters
discrimination and hatred.

“The tragic loss of life of
22 people this weekend in El
Paso demonstrates that hate-
filled rhetoric and ideas can
become the motivation for
some to commit acts of vi-
olence,” the bishops said.

“The anti-immigrant, anti-ref-
ugee, anti-Muslim, and anti-Se-
mitic sentiments that have been
publicly proclaimed in our soci-
ety in recent years have incited
hatred in our communities.”

The statement was issued
Aug. 8 by Bishop Joe Vasquez
of Austin, head of the U.S.
bishops’ migration committee;
Bishop Frank Dewane of Venice,
Florida, chair of the domestic so-
cial development committee; and
Bishop Shelton Fabre of Hou-
ma-Thibodaux, head of the ad
hoc committee against racism.

On Saturday Aug. 3, an

-

Arch-Bishop

Gustavo Garcia-Siller, Archbishop of the Archdi-

ocese of San Antonio. Photo courtesy of Today’s Catholic

armed man opened fire at

a shopping complex in El
Paso, Texas, killing 22 and
injuring more than two dozen,
according to police reports.
The suspect is in custody.

The shooter reportedly
published a four-page docu-
ment online in the hours before
the attack, detailing his hatred

toward immigrants and Hispan-
ics. He also reportedly described
the weapons he would use in
the shooting. Police said he
appeared to have been target-
ing Latinos during the attack.
Following the shooting,
critics quickly turned their
attention to President Donald
Trump, noting that the sus-

pect’s manifesto had echoed
some of his language, such
as characterizing immigrants
as an “invasion.” They also
denounced the president’s
derogatory comments aimed
at cities and countries with
large black populations, and his
suggestion that four Democratic
congresswomen of color “go
back” to their home countries,
despite their being U.S. citizens.
“Donald Trump has created
plenty of space for hate,” said
presidential hopeful Senator
Elizabeth Warren. “He is a
racist. He has made one racist re-
mark after another. He has put in
place racist policies. And we’ve
seen the consequences of it.”
Senator Bernie Sanders,
who is also running for pres-
ident, tweeted at Trump after
the shooting, “Your language
creates a climate which em-
boldens violent extremists.”
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez (D-N.Y.) went a step further,
calling Trump’s rhetoric on
immigration “directly responsi-
ble” for the El Paso shooting.
In his initial response to the

shooting, Trump condemned
the violence but did not men-
tion white nationalism. In a
later televised appearance, he
said, “In one voice our nation
must condemn racism, bigot-
ry, and white supremacy.”

On the day of the shooting,
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston, president
of the U.S. bishops’ confer-
ence, and Bishop Dewane
issued a statement, denounc-
ing the violence as “senseless
and inhumane” and calling
for legislation to address “the
plague that gun violence has
become” in the United States.

The second statement
from the U.S. bishops comes
as criticism mounts against
the president for his rheto-
ric regarding minorities.

In their Aug. 8 statement, the
bishops did not reference Trump,
or any other political leader, by
name. Instead they asked all
Americans “to stop using hate-
filled language that demeans
and divides us and motivates
some to such horrific violence.”

Los obispos de los Estados Unidos condenan la retorica

Washington D.C. --- (CNA)

Los lideres de la confer-
encia de obispos de EE. UU.
Sobre temas de inmigracion
y racismo denunciaron el len-
guaje xendfobo y deshuman-
izante en los Estados Unidos,
advirtiendo que fomenta la
discriminacion y el odio.

“La tragica pérdida de vidas
de 22 personas este fin de
semana en El Paso demues-
tra que la retorica y las ideas
llenas de odio pueden con-
vertirse en la motivacion para
que algunos cometan actos de
violencia”, dijeron los obispos.

“Los sentimientos anti-in-
migrantes, anti-refugiados,
anti-musulmanes y antisemi-
tas que se han proclamado
publicamente en nuestra
sociedad en los ultimos
aflos han incitado al odio en
nuestras comunidades”.

La declaracion fue emitida
el 8 de agosto por el obispo

Joe Vasquez de Austin, jefe
del comité de migracion de
los obispos de Estados Uni-
dos; Obispo Frank Dewane
de Venice, Florida, presidente
del comité nacional de de-
sarrollo social; y el obispo
Shelton Fabre de Houma-Thi-
bodaux, jefe del comité ad
hoc contra el racismo.

El sabado 3 de agosto, un
hombre armado abrié fuego
contra un complejo comercial
en El Paso, Texas, matando
a 22 personas e hiriendo a
mas de dos docenas, segun
informes policiales. El
sospechoso esta bajo custodia.

Segun los informes, el
tirador publicé un documento
de cuatro paginas en linea en
las horas previas al ataque, que
detalla su odio hacia los inmi-
grantes y los hispanos. Segun
los informes, también describ-
10 las armas que usaria en el
tiroteo. La policia dijo que

parecia haber estado atacando
a los latinos durante el ataque.
Después del tiroteo, los
criticos rapidamente volvieron
su atencion al presidente
Donald Trump, senalando que
el manifiesto del sospechoso
se habia hecho eco de parte
de su lenguaje, como carac-
terizar a los inmigrantes como
una “invasion”. También
denunciaron los comentarios
despectivos del presidente
dirigidos a ciudades y paises
con grandes poblaciones
negras, y su sugerencia de que
cuatro congresistas democra-
tas de color “regresen” a sus
paises de origen, a pesar de ser
ciudadanos estadounidenses.
“Donald Trump ha creado
mucho espacio para el odio”,
dijo la senadora presiden-
cial Elizabeth Warren. “Es
racista. Ha hecho un comen-
tario racista tras otro. Ha
puesto en practica politicas

Our Lady of Mo

racistas. Y hemos visto las
consecuencias de ello “.

El senador Bernie Sand-
ers, quien también se postu-
la para presidente, tuited a
Trump después del tiroteo:
“Su lenguaje crea un cli-
ma que envalentona a los
extremistas violentos”.

La representante Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez
(D-N.Y.) Fue un paso mas
alla y calific6 la retdrica de
inmigracion de Trump como
“directamente responsable”
del tiroteo en El Paso.

En su respuesta inicial al
tiroteo, Trump condend la
violencia pero no menciono el
nacionalismo blanco. En una
aparicion televisada posteri-
or, dijo: “Con una sola voz,
nuestra nacion debe condenar
el racismo, la intolerancia
y la supremacia blanca”.

El dia del tiroteo, el
cardenal Daniel DiNardo de

unt Carmel

Galveston-Houston, presidente
de la conferencia de obis-

pos de EE. UU., Y el obispo
Dewane emitieron un comuni-
cado, denunciando la violencia
como “insensata ¢ inhumana”
y pidiendo legislacion para
abordar “la plaga de ese arma
la violencia se ha convertido
”en los Estados Unidos.

La segunda declaracion
de los obispos de EE. UU.

Se produce cuando aumentan
las criticas contra el pres-
idente por su retorica con
respecto a las minorias.

En su declaracion del 8 de
agosto, los obispos no hic-
ieron referencia a Trump, ni
a ningun otro lider politico,
por su nombre. En cambio,
pidieron a todos los es-
tadounidenses “que dejen
de usar un lenguaje lleno de
odio que nos degrada y nos
divide y motiva a algunos a
una violencia tan horrible”.

7 Ay

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cemetery is the only cemetery in El Paso
established specifically to serve the Catholic community. In your greatest
need, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel is an extension of the parish family that
provides services and support.to help you manage the difficult decisions
and many practical details that come with end-of-life arrangements.

Facilities and Services

Our Lady of Mount Carmel offers a full range of options
* Intimate chapel for on-site services
« Traditional-burials, in-ground or mausoleum
* Internment of cremated remains in the columbarium or the chapel
» Peaceful, well-kept grounds maintained with environmentally
responsible reclaimed water

Aside from immediate need services available, staff members can
provide assistance with arrangements for future needs
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By Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

The El Paso interfaith coalition and
the Hope Border institute held a prayer
vigil on Sunday August 4th at Ponder
Park after the tragic events that occurred
at the local Wal-Mart on August 4th.

Local faith leaders from all denomi-
nations attended the vigil of prayer for
the community of El Paso. Mayor Dee
Margo, Congresswoman Veronica Esco-
bar and Congressman Will Hurd and oth-
er elected dignitaries were in attendance.
Presidential Candidate Beto O’Rourke
was also in attendance along with more
than 8,000 people from the community
of El Paso and surrounding communities
of Juarez, Mexico and Las Cruces, New
Mexico.

“It will be said in the coming days
that we will come together that El Paso
will unite, that El Paso will be strong.
But let us not cheapen this moment with
slogans. Life was taken from us, life
was snuffed out,” Hope Border Institute
Director Dylan Corbett said during his
speech. “We have been attacked at our
core! Life has been cheapened! Tonight
we call on the almighty to cast out the
evil in our politics and in our communi-
ties,” he ended.

Bishop Mark Seitz shared his sadness
with the community gathered at Ponder
Park.

“Sadly in this country we are far to
accustomed to coming together during
these types of events,” bishop Mark Seitz
said during his reflection. “You hear a lot
of people asking questions about prayer,
like what does prayer do during this time
of need? Well it heals, it moves us, it
changes us,” he added.

Bishop Seitz continued by assuring
people that any prayer in this time of
need is necessary and urgent.

“What prayer is about, it’s about en-
trusting ourselves to His will. To know-
ing that our good God understands what
we cannot begin to understand. That He
will bring out good, even out of evil,” he
ended.

He assured the El Paso community
that life is so much more than this mo-
ment of fear and terror.

El Paso Faith Community Comes Together for Prayer and Healing

The El Paso interfaith coalition and the Hope Border instit
Park after the tragic events that occurred at the local Wal-N

“Life and the life eternal is the gift
that our God has given us. And no person
of hate, no act of evil will bring us down.
No act of violence will keep us from the
life that our God has chosen to give us
and will give us forever!”

He ended by calling them to open
their hearts in prayer together.

“Lets open our lives to prayer and see
what God will do for us in our commu-

nity. And especially
are suffering from t
edy and broken he
being here and Goc
community,” he end

La coalicion inte:
y el instituto Hope B
vigilia de oracion el
en Ponder Park des
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La comunidad de fe de El Paso se une para orar y sanar

ute held a prayer vigil on Sunday August 4th at Ponder
Nart on August 4th. Photos by Fernie Ceniceros

to those who tonight
he pain of this trag-
arts. Thank you for
I bless this El Paso
ed.

religiosa de El Paso
order celebraron una
domingo 4 de agosto
pués de los tragicos

eventos que ocurrieron en el local Wal-
Mart el 4 de agosto.

Los lideres religiosos locales de todas
las denominaciones asistieron a la vig-
ilia de oracion por la comunidad de El
Paso. El alcalde Dee Margo, la congre-
sista Veronica Escobar y el congresista
Will Hurd y otros dignatarios elegidos
estuvieron presentes. El candidato pres-
idencial Beto O’Rourke también estuvo

presente junto con mas de 8,000 perso-
nas de la comunidad de El Paso y las co-
munidades aledafias de Juarez, México y
Las Cruces, Nuevo México.

“Se dira en los proximos dias que nos
uniremos que El Paso se unira, que El
Paso sera fuerte. Pero no rebajemos este
momento con consignas. La vida nos fue
arrebatada; la vida fue apagada”, Hope
El director del Instituto de Fronteras,
Dylan Corbett, dijo durante su discur-
so. “iHemos sido atacados en nuestro
nucleo! jLa vida se ha abaratado! Esta
noche llamamos al Todopoderoso a ex-
pulsar el mal en nuestra politica y nues-
tras comunidades”, finalizo.

El obispo Mark Seitz compartié su
tristeza con la comunidad reunida en
Ponder Park.

“Tristemente en este pais, estamos
demasiado acostumbrados a unirnos du-
rante este tipo de eventos”, dijo el obispo
Mark Seitz durante su oracion. “Escu-
chas a muchas personas hacer preguntas
sobre la oracion, ;qué hace la oracion du-
rante este tiempo de necesidad? Bueno,
sana, nos mueve, nos cambia”, agrego.

El obispo Seitz continu6 asegurando
a las personas que cualquier oracién en
este momento de necesidad es necesaria
y urgente.

“De qué se trata la oracion, se trata
de confiarnos a Su voluntad. Saber que
nuestro Dios bueno comprende lo que
nosotros no podemos comenzar a en-
tender. Entonces El sacara lo bueno, inc-
luso del mal”, finalizo.

Asegurd a la comunidad de El Paso
que la vida es mucho mas que este mo-
mento de miedo y terror.

“La vida y la vida eterna son el regalo
que nuestro Dios nos ha dado. Y ninguna
persona de odio, ninglin acto de maldad
nos derribara. Ningun acto de violencia
nos alejara de la vida que nuestro Dios ha
elegido darnos y jdanos para siempre! “

Termin6 1lamandolos a abrir sus cora-
zones en oracion juntos.

“Abramos nuestras vidas a la oracion
y veamos qué hara Dios por nosotros en
nuestra comunidad. Y especialmente a
aquellos que esta noche sufren el dolor
de esta tragedia y corazones rotos. Gra-
cias por estar aqui, y que Dios bendiga a
El Paso”. comunidad “, finalizo.
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El Paso Hosted a City Wide Vigil at Southwest University Park

By Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

The City of El Paso is hosted a
Community Memorial Service to
reflect and remember the victims
of the tragic events of August 3rd
and to offer a place of healing
and support for the community.

“El Paso is resilient and our
region is going to come together
to show that we will not be de-
fined by this act of violence, but
rather by our outpouring of love,’
Mayor Dee Margo said. “This
memorial gathering will allow
our entire region to unite in sup-
port of those injured, and mourn
those who have lost their lives.”

The memorial was held on
Wednesday, August 14,2019
at Southwest University Park
and was simulcast live at three
satellite locations — the Con-
vention Center and Cleveland
Square Park both in down-
town, and at Ponder Park.

Bishop Mark J Seitz, gave the
opening invocation at the event.

“Yes Lord, we stand with
you in this moment of sorrow,
in which evil has seemed to
have had its day. We the peo-
ple of El Paso, along with our
grieving brothers and sisters
in Mexico, gather here before
you to proclaim, along with
our brother Job in the Bible,
that we know our Vindicator
is in our midst.” He said.

bl

El Pasoans gathered at Southwest University Park to pay their respect to the 22 fallen victims and the 24 injured at the Wal-
Mart in East El Paso on August 3rd. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros

El Paso Organizo una Vigilia en Southwest University Park

Por Fernie Ceniceros

Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

La ciudad de El Paso
albergo un servicio con-
memorativo comunitario
para reflexionar y recordar a
las victimas de los tragicos
eventos del 3 de agosto y para
ofrecer un lugar de sanacion
y apoyo para la comunidad.

“El Paso es resistente y
nuestra region se unira para
mostrar que no seremos
definidos por este acto de
violencia, sino por nuestra
efusion de amor”, dijo el
alcalde Dee Margo. “Esta
reunién conmemorativa
permitira que toda nuestra
region se una para apoyar
a los heridos y llorar a los
que han perdido la vida”.

El monumento se celebro

el miércoles 14 de agosto

de 2019 en Southwest Uni-
versity Park y se transmitio
en vivo en tres ubicaciones
satelitales: el Centro de
Convenciones y el Cleve-
land Square Park, tanto en el
centro como en Ponder Park.

El obispo Mark J Seitz,
hizo la invocacion de ap-
ertura en el evento.

“Si, Sefior, estamos contigo
en este momento de dolor,
en el que el mal parece haber
tenido su dia. Nosotros, la
gente de El Paso, junto con
nuestros afligidos hermanos
y hermanas en México, nos
reunimos aqui ante ustedes
para proclamar, junto con
nuestro hermano Job en la
Biblia, que sabemos que
nuestro vindicador esta en
medio de nosotros,” el dijo.

The Shepherd's Corner
Gifts § Books

Hours of Operation:

Monday & Tuesday 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Wednesday - Friday 9 am -12 pm
Saturday 3rd and 4th Saturday 10 am -1pm
Saturday 5 - 6
Sunday 10 am - 2:30 pm & 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

St. Luke Catholic Church
930 E. Redd Road, El Paso Texas 79912
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Se Unieron Juarenses en Oracion por La Paz

Por Ana Maria Ibarra
La Presencia Prensa de Juarez

Unidos en oracion, agradeci-
dos por el don de la esperanza,
sacerdotes, religiosas y laicos
se congregaron el pasado 10 de
agosto en El Punto, para partici-
par de la celebracion eucaristica
que celebré monseiior J. Guada-
lupe Torres Campos, obispo de
Ciudad Juarez, para pedir a Dios
por la paz en esta frontera.

El evento se realizo en me-
moria de las victimas del ataque
ocurrido una semana antes en
una tienda de la vecina ciudad
de El Paso, Texas, cuyos nom-
bres fueron pronunciados en
un momento de la misa por el
propio obispo

(Donde esta ti hermano?

En la liturgia de la Palabra
se leyo el texto de Cain y Abel,
cuya reflexion lleva a compren-
der que la paz y la hermandad
son fruto de Dios, quien pre-
guntd a Cain, ;donde esta tu
hermano?

En el Salmo, los asistentes
imploraron: “Dale Sefior, la paz
a tu pueblo”.

“Dios nos crea, nos da la
vida, nos da un paraiso donde
vivamos en una plena armonia,
en fraternidad, en hermandad.
Pero entra el pecado al corazén
del hombre y lo destruye”, ex-
pres6 don Guadalupe al iniciar
su homilia.

Sefiald que a través de la his-
toria de la humanidad siempre ha

existido “Cain”, quien acaba con
la vida del hermano rompiendo
la armonia, la paz, la creacion y
el proyecto de Dios.

“Siempre ha existido el hom-
bre que se llena de soberbia, de
egoismo hasta quitar la vida. Es
triste la presencia de Cain en el
mundo”, lamentd al mencionar
el reciente atentado en la vecina
ciudad.

“Hoy estamos aqui, unidos
en la fe, en la oracion, pidién-
dole a Dios la paz en estas dos
ciudades, unidas en la fraterni-
dad, en la fe, en la esperanza, en
la suplica: Derrama en nosotros
tu espiritu, el don de la paz”.

El obispo motivo a los asis-
tentes a defender la vida, a
aceptar a los migrantes y a
luchar para que desaparezcan
esos sentimientos de “cain”, y se
favorezca el amor y la fraterni-
dad.

“Pedimos perdén por estos
acontecimientos que nos causan
dolor, pero también nos senti-
mos fortalecidos por el amor de
Dios”, dijo.

Signo de luz

En la misa, el obispo com-
partid6 que durante su reciente
estancia en Roma pudo saludar
al Papa Francisco, quien envid
un saludo fraterno a esta fron-
tera y se dijo preocupado por
la situacion en El Paso, Texas y
por todo lo que esta pasando en
el mundo.

Al concluir su mensaje, el
obispo, acompaiado de los sac-

I

Recién llegado de Roma, donde recibié un mensaje de aliento del Papa Francisco para el

pueblo de Judrez y El Paso, el obispo de Ciudad Judrez celebré misa especial en El Punto. Foto
Courtesia por La Presenica Pediodico de Juarez

erdotes que concelebraron con
¢l, se dirigié hacia la Cruz del
Migrante para colocar un cirio,
signo de la luz de Cristo.

Los fieles caminaron detras
del obispo rumbo a la cruz,
donde unidos, rezaron a Dios

Padre y a Santa Maria. Ensegui-
da, se soltaron globos blancos en
signo de paz.

Antes de dar la bendicion, los
ahi reunidos rezaron la oracion
por la paz.

FRASE,,,

“Los invito a que sigamos
unidos colaborando en la con-
struccion de la paz”.

Mons. J. Guadalupe Tor-
res Campos, obispo de Ciudad
Juarez

Juarez

Por Ana Maria Ibarra
La Presencia Prensa de Juarez

United in prayer and grateful
for the gift of hope, priests, reli-
gious and laity gathered on Au-
gust 10 at El Punto, to participate
in a Mass celebrated by Bishop
J. Guadalupe Torres Campos,
Bishop of Ciudad Juarez to ask
God for peace on the border.

The event was held in mem-
ory of the victims of the attack
that occurred a week earlier in a
store in the neighboring city of
El Paso, Texas. The names of the
Victims were announced during
the Mass by Bishop Torres Cam-
pos.

Where is your brother?

During the liturgy of the
Word, the reading of Cain and
Abel was read. The reflection
leads us to understand that peace
and brotherhood are the fruit of
God, who asked Cain, where is
your brother?

In the Psalm, the attendees
implored: “Lord, give peace to
your people.”

“God creates us, gives us life,
gives us a paradise where we
live in full harmony, in brother-
hood. But sin enters the heart of
man and destroys it, ” said Bish-
op Torres Campos at the begin-
ning of his sermon.

He pointed out that through-
out the history of humanity,
there has always been “Cain,”
who ends the life of the broth-

Faithful Gathered to Pray for Peace

er breaking the harmony, peace,
creation, and project of God.

“There has always been a
man who fills himself with
pride, with selfishness until he
takes his life. The presence of
Cain in the world is sad ”, he
lamented when mentioning the
recent attack in the neighboring
city.

“Today we are here, united in
faith, in prayer, asking God for
peace in these two cities, united
in a fraternity, in faith, in hope,
in supplication: Pour out your
spirit, the gift of peace.”

The bishop motivated the as-
sistants to defend life, to accept
migrants and to fight so that
those feelings of “Cain” disap-
pear, and love and fraternity are
favored.

“We apologize for these
events that cause us pain, but
we also feel strengthened by the
love of God,” he said.

At Mass, the bishop shared
that during his recent stay in
Rome he was able to greet Pope
Francis. The Pope sent a frater-
nal greeting to this border and
said he was worried about the
situation in El Paso, Texas, and
everything that is happening in
the world.

At the end of his message, the
bishop, accompanied by priests
who concelebrated with him,
went to the Migrant’s Cross to
place a candle, a sign of the light
of Christ.

to. He received a message of encouragement from Pope Francis for the people of Juarez and El
Paso. Photo Courtesy of La Presenica Pediodico de Juarez

The faithful walked behind
the bishop towards the cross,
where together, they prayed to
God the Father and Mary. Next,
white balloons were released in

peace.
Before giving the blessing,
those gathered prayed for peace.
“I invite you to remain united
collaborating in the construction

of peace.”

Most Rev. J. Guadalupe Tor-
res Campos, Bishop of Ciudad
Juarez
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SIDEWALK JESUS

Hope Arises From Tragedy

Janet M. Crowe

El Paso is unique with a
mountain rising through the
middle of the city and, ef-
fectively, splitting the town
into two parts. However, our
mountain does not divide the
town and its people. Instead, the
mountain serves as a focal point
from which we can look out
from its various vantage points
and bear witness to the beauty
of the city and the region. Our
Franklin Mountains also serve
as a guide to keep our feet well
grounded and our eyes and
hearts focused upward toward
what is important in life.

El Paso also has Cristo Rey
Mountain, sitting apart from
the Franklins but reminding
us that we are one — one with
all of the people of El Paso,
one with the people of Ciudad
Juarez, and one with the people
of New Mexico. Three peoples
joined together with respect for
one another, our similarities
and our differences. All of us
united under the welcoming
arms of Christ the King.

Yes, El Paso is unique. We
rejoice in the diversity of our
town and accept one anoth-
er regardless of race, creed,
or nationality. But people

throughout our state, our nation,
and our world can be just as
respectful of each other. When
serious difficulties arise in
any area, the goodness within
people, as a whole, will cause
them to rise to the occasion
and step up to do what they
can to solve the problem. We
may not always see eye-to-
eye about everything, but we
react to hardship in a manner
that is usually heart-to-heart.
One month ago, the peo-
ple of El Paso testified to the
goodness within each of us and
the general acceptance that El
Pasoans have for one another
when they joined together in
efforts to unite and comfort
rather than divide and destroy.
In a moment of darkness,
the peace of our community
was shattered. Lives were lost
and other lives were turned
inside out. Now, a month later,
as we continue trying to move
forward, to grieve and to heal,
it can sometimes be difficult
to turn away from the dark-
ness that threatens to trap us
in its web of hopelessness.
Yet, in spite of the power
that darkness often seems to
hold, we must remember how
the people in this area showed
that they will conquer evil and
hatred with the strength of
compassion and love. Rather
than give in to despair, the
extended community of El
Paso, reaching into Ciudad
Juarez and southern New
Mexico, responded with action.
Strangers comforted strang-

ers within the shelter of their
arms. Neighbors from miles
away offered their shoulders
to collect the tears of fear and
grief. Heads were cradled by
loving hands. Prayers were
whispered into anguished ears.
Solace was offered without
thought of race, creed, or
nationality. We understood
that our entire community was
hurting, so El Pasoans united
in response to ease that pain.

Law enforcement, medical
personnel, fire fighters, emer-
gency personnel, crisis man-
agement workers, counselors,
first responders of every kind
rushed in to help. Blood centers
overflowed with caring people
willing to donate their life-giv-
ing blood. Ordinary citizens
brought truckloads of water
and food to those waiting in
the sun and heat for word about
the condition of their loved
ones. Business owners opened
their hearts to develop ways to
raise funds for the many people
affected by the tragedy. Others
assisted with problems that no
one had expected to face that
day — funeral preparations, pro-
bate law questions, and coun-
seling for families and children
whose lives will never be the
same. There are so many angels
of mercy and love that we may
never know all their stories.

In a moment of tragedy, the
human response was not to run
away, it was to run in to help.

All over town, El Pasoans
reflected the face of Jesus in
responding to their brothers

and sisters in Christ. Rather
than allowing anger to take
control, so many people an-
swered with love and charity.

In a time of tragedy, our
true character shines forth
from our hearts instead of our
fear. I do not believe that it is
ever God’s will for horrible
things to happen to the peo-
ple He has created with Love.
However, I do believe that
God smiles when He sees how
people react in a crisis. In the
El Paso area, God’s children
of every age, young and old,
showed their resemblance
to their Father in Heaven.

If we could only continue
the kindness and compassion
that was exhibited this past
month, continuing, not just in
time of tragedy, but every day
to support and assist every
person around us, the ripple
effect of that goodness would
be amazing. One of my favor-
ite quotes is from Mahatma

Hope Voves Forward

7th Annual Backyard

|

Buy tickets online at:

Fundraisin

& Auction

September 28, 2019
from5 pmto 9 pm
8023 San Jose Rd. - El Paso, TX 79915

Tickets: $50 per person, table of eight $400.

reynoldshome.org and at EVENT BRITE
Call: Dorothy Truax at 915-274-2598
Emile Morgan at 915-633-2905

Pick up at: Reynolds Home

8023 San Jose Rd. 79915

fy.

JOIN OUR SPONSORS

g Dinner

Gandhi, “Be the change you
wish to see in the world.”

Last month one young boy
challenged all the people of El
Paso and the surrounding area
to begin doing small acts of
kindness in memory of those
who had died in the senseless
act of violence. But it doesn’t
have to stop there. We have
witnessed how the wonder-
ful people of our community
responded with love. Could
we make an even bigger
impact? Our response to a
young boy’s #EIPasoChallenge
could be the force that chang-
es the world for the better.

How will we answer
a child’s innocent wis-
dom in guiding us to do
good in the world?

How will we make life
better for one another today?
How about tomorrow? And
the next day? BE the change
you wish to see every day!

A Safe Place for Moms & Kids
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VIDA DEL ESPIRITU

Los Problemas Nos Fortalecen, Las Pequenesces Nos Matan

Padre Wilson Cuevas

Cuando suceden tragedias
como terremotos, tsunamis, in-
cendios, accidentes o ataques
terroristas, dan a luz heroismo,
tenacidad y esa lucidez y esa
compasion humana que asombra.
Sin embargo, es paraddjico que
esa misma tenacidad sea reducida
a nada y sucumba ante pequeilos
problemas o diferencias en la
manera de pensar o de tratar a los
otros en nuestra vida cotidiana.
Una mirada, un gesto, la diferen-
cia de gusto, una falta de atencion,
las diferencias culturales, raciales
o nacionales... pueden detonar y
llevarnos a actuar con odio, intol-
erancia y provocar una crisis sin
precedentes.

En la interseccion del tren, es-
pere en numerosas ocasiones im-
paciente en mi carro, que se abri-
eran los largos brazos mecanicos
pintados de rayas negras y am-
arillas. El agudo sonido de una
campana alertaba el paso del tren.
Revivi el recuerdo de manera
grotesca hace unas mafianas al
ver las noticias internacionales
como un anciano de setenta y
nueve anos se desmayd junto en
los rieles del tren de aquel cruce.
Las camaras registraron a una jo-
ven mujer corriendo a su auxilio,
empujando con manos y torso el
desgonzado cuerpo del abuelo. lo
salvo justo antes de ser rollado.

Fue declarada heroina nacional
de Japon. El homenaje y la histo-
ria serian perfectas y sin lagrimas
si ella no hubiese perdido su vida

al recibir un fuerte golpe del
tren que le quito la vida por salvar
al anciano. Que hace que

una persona sacrifique su vida
por un desconocido? Por qué lo-
gramos hacer cosas por otros que
muchas veces no hariamos por
nosotros mismos?

Dificilmente pensamos en lo
que harfamos o no por otros en
ciertas situaciones y a vece hasta
nos ufanamos diciendo que morir
por otros seria tonto. SIN EM-
BARGO, UN RARO INSTINTO
EN NUESTRO SER Y EN LOS
ANIMALES NOS INDICA QUE
DEBEMOS SALVAR A AQUEL
QUE ESTA PROXIMO Y EN
PELIGRO. Hoy en dia todos ve-
mos en la red compilaciones en-
teras de héroes que salvan seres
de otras especies. Sin embargo es
paradodjico que muchas personas
y animales hacen actos heroicos
para salvar a otros, arriesgando su
propia vida, mientras en circun-
stancias parecidas hay personas
que se tiran intencionalmente a
los rieles del tren para suicidarse
y otros planean con lujo de det-
alles el sitio, las personas, el arma
que van a usar, el sitio y la hora en
como van a realizar su asna cru-
el y despiadada contra personas
indefensas y distraidas...Que nos
puede llevar a actuar asi...?

Me pregunto por qué muchas
veces logramos hacer por otros
lo que no hariamos por nosotros
mismos, Es instinto o estamos
dotados de altruismo? Para Je-
sus fue la preocupacion principal:

abastecer de aliento a los despla-
zados, incluir a los pobres, dar
calma a los sufrientes, pan a los
hambrientos y fe a todos como el
nutriente mas esencial.

En la compasion de Jesus
anida su mensaje revolucionario
para toda la humanidad. Como
rescatar la compasion en un te-
atro de tanto egocentrismo? Si
es compadeciéndose en atender
con actitud empatice el dolor del
projimo, habra que quitarse ven-
das y vendettas: ver y dejar de
traficar “distraidamente” con la
angustia, la violencia, la trata, la
explotacion, la xenofobias, dis-
criminaciones, el abuso en todas
los ordenes, el menos precio, la
desigualdad provocada por los
centros de poder. Sordos al llan-
to, mancos para ofrecer y ciegos
ante los dones que podrian dar a
quienes se saben en situaciones
de ganancia admiten las reglas
del juego sin compasion. Jesus

se pone al lado opuesto: rescata
a los abandonados, ve a los per-
dedores, escucha sus clamores,
abriga al desnudo, quita el ham-
bre a los desvalidos, protege a
los desesperados. No de manera
moralista, sino humanamente
transcendente: con el nico val-
or de la convivencia posible EL
AMOR que nace de la toma de
conciencia. Anestesiada por el
consumismo y la explotacion; la
sociedad se autoengaiio cuando
cree que puede tapar injusticias
y pobres... DESPERTAR ES LA
GRAN TAREA: Despertar la
conciencia. Desprogramar con-
ceptos viejos y fundamentalistas,
responder al concepto de “con-
junto”. Sumar, si, inclusion, no
acumular. No seras juzgados por
la fe o la religion profesada, sino
por la conciencia solidaria hacia
los sufrientes. Preguntante: Quien
son los que mas sufren en nuestra
sociedad? Que estoy haciendo

para aliviar sus sufrimientos?

La Parabola del relojero cuen-
ta que: Si en ti hay algo radical-
mente malo, algo que Requiera
un cambio radical y ti no puedes
lograr este cambio; y si solo Dios
puede hacerlo, Dios hara esta
obra en ti con tu ayuda, con tu
consentimiento. Y por cierto Dios
nunca salva al hombre sin su con-
sentimiento. El hombre no es una
maquina. Si tengo un reloj que
no marca bien la hora, lo llevo al
relojero, en cuyo caso el reloj no
consiente ni puede consentir. El
relojero lo desarma, encuentra la
falta y lo remedia, siendo el reloj
completamente pasivo. Cualqui-
er otra clase de maquina se rep-
ara de la misma manera. Pero el
hombre y la mujer fueron hechos
a imagen de Dios y esta imagen
queda en parte en el hombre y la
mujer aun después de la caida, en
su poder de pensamiento y en la
libertad de decir... Dios respeta a
las creaturas de su creacion; no
trata a los seres humanos como
si fueran maquinas. El creador
respeta la mente, capaz de pen-
sar, el corazon, capaz de amar,
la conciencia, capaz de juzgar; la
voluntad, capaz de escoger. No
obstante, las voluntades de indi-
viduos tan generosos parecen no
alcanzar a derribar al gran tira-
no del presente: el mercado del
odio! Ahi todo tiene un precio
y se comercia: la dignidad, las
creencias, la diversidad, los va-
lores, las tradiciones, la libertad y
vida... Nosotros somos cristianos
y odiamos la guerra porque quer-
emos “en la tierra paz” (Gen. 3,8)
Unete!

Problems Strengthen Us, Trivial Ones Kill Us

When tragedies like earth-
quakes, tsunamis, fires, acci-
dents or terrorist attacks happen,

they give birth to heroism,
tenacity and lucidity, and this
human compassion astonishes.
However, it is paradoxical that
this same tenacity is reduced to
nothing and succumbs to small
problems or differences in the
way of thinking or treating oth-
ers in our daily lives. A look, a
gesture, a difference of opinion,
a lack of attention, cultural,
racial or national differences ...
can detonate and lead us to act
with hate, intolerance and pro-
voke an unprecedented crisis.

Many times at a train inter-
section, I have waited impa-
tiently in my car, waiting for the
long mechanical arms painted
with black and yellow stripes to
open. The sound of a bell alerts
all of an oncoming train. I re-
lived the memory grotesquely a
few mornings ago when I heard
on the international news of an
old man in his seventies passed
out on the railroad tracks at a
crossing. The cameras record-
ed a young woman running to
his aid, pushing the body with
her hands and body saving her
Grandfather just before being
run over. She was declared a na-
tional hero in Japan. The story

and the tribute would be perfect
and without tears if she hadn’t
lost her own life upon receiving
a fatal blow from the train that
took her life in order to save the
old man. Why does a person
sacrifice his life for a stranger?
How do we manage to do things
for others that many times we
would not do for ourselves?

We seldom think about
what we would do, or not do,
for others in certain situations,
and sometimes we even boast
saying that dying for others
would be foolish. HOWEVER,
A RARE INSTINCT IN OUR
BEING AND IN ANIMALS
INDICATES THAT WE
SHOULD SAVE THOSE WHO
ARE CLOSE TO US AND IN
DANGER. Today we see on the
networks many compilations of
heroes that save human beings
of other species. However, it is
paradoxical that many people
and animals do heroic acts to
save others, risking their own
lives, while in similar circum-
stances there are people who
intentionally throw themselves
on the train tracks to commit
suicide, and others plan a site
with great detail, the weapon
they are going to use, the place
and time and how they are
going to perform their cruel and

ruthless act against defenseless
and distracted people ... what
could lead us to act like this ...?
I wonder why many times
we manage to do for others
what we would not do for
ourselves. Is it instinct or are
we endowed with altruism? For
Jesus it was His main concern:
provide encouragement to the
displaced, embrace the poor,
calm the suffering, feed the
hungry, and convey faith to all
as the most essential nutri-
ent. The compassion of Jesus
exemplifies His revolutionary
message for all mankind. How
to rediscover compassion in
a theatrical world of so much
selfishness? If it means sympa-
thizing kindly while attending
to the pain of others, blindfolds
must be removed: stop ambling
“distractedly” while observing
anguish, violence, exploitation,
xenophobia, discrimination,
abuse, contempt for the “lower
class”, inequality caused by the
centers of power. Deaf to tears,
crippled to offer help, and blind
to the gifts some have that are
used instead for their own
profit by changing the “rules of
the game.” Without compas-
sion. Jesus places Himself on
the opposite side: he rescues the
abandoned, sees the lost, hears

their cries, clothes the naked,
removes hunger from the needy,
and protects the desperate. Not
in a moralistic way, but human-
ly transcendent: with the only
possible value of living togeth-
er, LOVE, born from aware-
ness. Anesthetized by consum-
erism and exploitation; society
is deceived by the belief that it
can ignore injustices, and the
poor ... AWAKENING IS OUR
GREAT HOMEWORK: Awak-
en the conscience. Deprogram
old and fundamentalist con-
cepts, respond to the concept
of “togetherness.” Add, yes, in-
clusion, but do not accumulate.
We will not be judged by faith
or professed religion, but by a
solidarity conscience towards
the suffering. Ask Yourself:
Who are the ones who suffer
most in our society? What am I
doing to relieve their suffering?
The Parable of the watch-
maker tells us that: If there is
something radically wrong with
you, something that requires a
radical change and you cannot
achieve this change; and if only
God can do it, God will do this
work in you with your help and
with your consent. And in fact,
God never saves man with-
out his consent. Man is not a
machine. If I have a watch that

does not mark the time well,

I take it to the watchmaker, in
whose care the watch does not
consent, nor can it consent.

The watchmaker disarms it,
finds the problem and fixes it,
the watch completely inactive.
Any other kind of machine is
repaired in the same way. But
men and women were made

in the image of God and this
image is still partly in each man
and woman even after the fall,
in their power to think and in
the freedom to decide... God re-
spects the creatures that He cre-
ated; He does not treat human
beings as if they were machines.
The Creator respects the mind,
capable of thinking, the heart,
capable of loving, the con-
science, capable of judging; the
will, able to choose. However,
the wills of generous individu-
als do not seem to bring down
the great tyrant of the present:
the market of hate! Here, every-
thing has a price and it is trad-
ed: dignity, beliefs, diversity,
values, traditions, freedom and
life ... We are Christians and
we hate war because we want
“peace on earth” (Gen. 3 8) Let
us Unite and we will succeed!
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When we experience the
death of a loved one, we can
hardly breathe, we are dev-
astated and feel lost without
them. We feel as if the world
goes on and we are left alone
in our suffering. Particularly,
when we experience a traumat-
ic or sudden death. Our faith is
tested and we need the Lords
strength to continue on, “I can
do all things through Christ
who strengthens me” Phil 4:13.
We have so many questions, so
much to wrestle with, so many
emotions to work through. We
need deep healing for our bro-
kenness and there is no earthly
answer to our questions. The
road to healing and forgiveness
is a process and sometimes...
we are called to live with the
questions and carry the pain.
God is God and we are not.

We do not know “why,” nor
sometimes are we meant to.
What we do know, is that the
Lord is love and mercy itself
and no matter the circumstance
we can trust Him. Especially
when it is difficult, let us pray,
“Jesus I trust in You.” This is

a time when we are called to
deeper trust. To learn to surren-
der what we don’t understand
into His loving care. What
would we do without the faith
that we will see our loved ones
again? Without the reality of

Beneath the Cross

heaven and eternal life? A life
of eternal communion with
God and all our loved ones
who have gone before us. This
is the communion of saints,
this is the eternal exchange of
love that God destines for us to
share in, this is the great hope
that awaits us. (CCC 221) In
the meantime, knowing that
this is true and believing that
this same Lord who is in com-
munion with our loved ones in
heaven, is fully present now in
the Eucharist. What a gift and
how consoling that we can re-
ceive Him, commune with Him
and in some small way, with
all our loved ones in heaven.
ARISE, a young adult apos-
tolate, visited the memorial
site of the victims and offered
a rosary for them and their
families. While we were there,
a man was putting up a large
wooden cross behind the vic-
tim’s crosses. He kept banging
into the stake and I couldn’t
help but think of Our Lord’s
crucifixion and the loud noise
that it must have made as they
nailed him to the cross. How
helpless Our Lady must have
felt watching her son suffer
such physical agony. How bro-
ken Our Lady must have been
in her emotional agony. After
we were done praying, an older
couple embraced each one of
us and said, “thank you.” The
woman was crying and deeply
heartbroken as only a moth-

er would cry for her child. 1
wonder if she lost a child in
the shooting and how helpless
and devastated she must feel,
knowing all she can do is pray
and trust. What comfort prayer
must bring her. My friends,
prayer is the most powerful
weapon we have against

evil. This is a time for

prayer. This is a call to come
back to prayer, to come back
to Our Lord in the Eucharist,
and to examine our own

lives. Are we, are our souls
ready to meet the Lord?

What about the souls of our
loved ones? The Heart of

Our Blessed Mother calls

Debajo de la cruz

Por Melissa Cervantes
Columnista Destacado

Cuando experimentamos la
muerte de un ser querido esta-
mos devastados, nos sentimos
perdidos sin ellos y hasta batal-
lamos para respirar. Sentimos
que el mundo continta y nos
quedamos solos en nuestro
sufrimiento, aun mas cuando
experimentamos una muerte
traumatica o repentina. Nuestra
fé se pone a prueba y necesi-
tamos la fuerza del Sefior para
continuar: “Puedo hacer todas
las cosas por medio de Cristo
que me fortalece” Filipenses
4:13. Tenemos tantas preguntas,
muchas luchas y emociones
que resolver. Necesitamos una
sanacion profunda para nuestro
quebrantamiento y no hay una
respuesta terrenal a nuestras
preguntas. El camino hacia el
perddén y nuestra sanidad inte-
rior €s un proceso y a veces ...
estamos 1lamados a vivir con las
preguntas y a soportar el dolor.
Dios es Dios y nosotros no. No
sabemos por qué suceden las
cosas. Lo que si sabemos es
que nuestro Seflor es amor y es
misericordioso. Sin importar las
circunstancias, podemos con-
fiar en El. En tiempos dificiles
recemos: “Jesus, confio en ti”.
Este es un momento en el que
estamos 1lamados a una confi-
anza mas profunda. Tenemos
que aprender a entregar lo que
no entendemos en su cuidado

amoroso. ;Qué hariamos sin la
fé de poder ver una ves mas a
nuestros seres queridos? ;Sin
la realidad del cielo y la vida
eterna? Una vida de comunion
eterna con Dios y todos nues-
tros seres queridos que nos han
precedido. Esta es la comunion
de los santos, este es el eterno
intercambio del amor que Dios
destina para que compartamos,
esta es la gran esperanza que
nos espera. (CCC 221) Mientras
tanto, sabiendo que esto es cier-
to y creyendo que este mismo
Sefior que esta en comunion
con nuestros seres queridos en
el cielo, esta completamente
presente ahora en la Eucaristia.
Qué regalo y qué consolacion es
que podamos recibirlo, comu-
nicarnos con El y, de alguna
manera, con todos nuestros
seres queridos en el cielo.

ARISE, un apostolado de
jovenes adultos, visito el sitio
conmemorativo de las victimas
y ofrecid un rosario para ellas y
sus familias. Mientras estéba-
mos alli, un hombre estaba colo-
cando una gran cruz de madera
detras de las cruces de las victi-
mas. Siguid golpeando la estaca
y no pude evitar pensar en la
crucifixion de nuestro Sefor y
el fuerte ruido que debi6 haber
hecho cuando lo clavaron en
la cruz. Qué impotente debid
haberse sentido nuestra Sefiora
al ver a su hijo sufrir tal agonia
fisica. Qué rota debe haber

estado nuestra Seflora en su
agonia emocional. Después
de que terminamos de orar,
una pareja mayor nos abrazé
a todos y dijo: “gracias”.

La mujer estaba llorando y
profundamente desconsolada,
ya que solo una madre lloraria
por su hijo. Me pregunto si
perdid un hijo en el tiroteo y
qué tan indefensa y devastada
debe sentirse, sabiendo que
todo lo que puede hacer es
rezar y confiar. Qué consuelo
la oracion debe traerla. Mis
amigos, la oracion es el arma
mas poderosa que tenemos
contra el mal. Este es un
tiempo de oracion. Este es un
llamado a volver a la oracion,
a volver a nuestro Sefor en la
Eucaristia y a examinar nues-
tras propias vidas. ;Estamos
listos para encontrarnos con
el Sefor? ;Qué pasa con las
almas de nuestros seres queri-
dos? El corazon de Nuestra
Bendita Madre nos llama a
rezar el rosario diariamente
por la paz y la conversion.
Sigamos uniéndonos en
oracion y apoyandonos con
Nuestra Sefiora al pie de las
cruces de estas familias sufri-
entes. Para que Ella, que ha
experimentado un sufrimiento
tan profundo, pueda consolar-
los, darles fuerza y traerles la
esperanza del amor eterno con
su Hijo, Jestis. Maria, puerta
del cielo, ruega por nosotros.

us to pray the rosary daily for
peace and conversion. Let us
continue to unite in prayer
and stand with Our Lady at
the foot of the crosses of these
suffering families. That She,
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who has experienced such deep
suffering, may comfort them,
give them strength and bring
them the hope of eternal love
with her Son, Jesus. Mary,
Gate of Heaven, pray for us

FINAL NOTICE

PASSION PLAY 2020

Oberammergau, Germany
Some tours include Austria & Czech Republic
Fr. Tony Celino - Aug. 17-26 (6 Spaces)

Fr. Beto Lopez - July 15-26 (6 Spaces)
Fr. Mariano Lopez - Sept 9 - (6 Spaces)
Fr. Frank Lopez & Fr. Trini Fuentez
Sept 9 - (11 Spaces)

Best of Germany - July 2 - No Priest (0 Spaces)

Oberammergau, Germany

PLUS: Two River Cruises for 2020
(Tulip Time & Danube Christmas)
& Two Ocean Cruises for 2020
(Alaska 7 New England/Canada)

Attention Priests & Parishes!
Now is the time to plan your group

travel for 2020 and 2021. Europe,

Middle East, Mediterranean or

North, Central and South America.

COMING SOON!

Fatima - Lourdes
Rome & Medjugorge
and possible Holy Land

For additional information, contact:

Travel With Kerry
(915) 591-4246 - Voice or Text
Kerry@TravelWK.com
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Family Mourns El Paso From Long Distance

By Steve Dabrowski
Guest Columnist

My wife (known by our
friends as St. Alma for having
to deal with me) is the kindest,
most caring woman I know. She
is highly educated, earning a
graduate degree from one of the
top schools in her specialty. She
is regularly called on by civic,
religious and governmental orga-
nizations due to her expertise in
her field. She is a patient, loving
mother, and a dedicated friend.
Although it doesn’t matter, let me
add that she is beautiful as well.
I have never heard anyone speak
poorly of her, and her colleagues
tend to sing her praises when I
meet them. She is a wonderful,
faithful woman. And I worry
for her safety. In today’s cul-
ture, there are some who would
choose not to see those admira-
ble qualities my wife possesses
because of false judgments
regarding the color of her skin.

My wife was born in El Paso,
Texas. I cannot imagine that any-
one reading this is unaware of the
brutal act of cowardice carried
out in her hometown by a person
who likely would have shot at
my wife had she been shopping
at a certain Walmart on Aug. 3.
My wife was born in the U.S. to
naturalized citizens who raised
a family of seven to love this
country (one of my brothers-in-
law is a police officer and former
Marine who was called on duty
after the shootings). My wife

and her family would have been
targets for no other reason than

a bias that sees every Hispanic

as a potential “illegal alien,” not
proud Americans who serve their
nation and community. Down the
sights of a rifle, evil people only
see confirmation of their bias.

Some might say that the
shooting in El Paso was a
single event, but many news
stories have surfaced in recent
days that prove otherwise. The
Texas Rangers, for example, are
investigating an incident at their
ballpark the same day as the El
Paso shooting. A man sitting
behind Ramon Romero and
his family made constant racist
remarks including a hope that all
the “illegals’ around him would
be “sent back.” The members
of the Romero family are all
U.S. Citizens. More important-
ly, they are children of God.

Each year, we take hundreds
of youth to Washington, D.C. to
advocate for the dignity of all per-
sons, from conception to natural
death. We don’t march only for
those of German or Irish descent;
we march in recognition that all
people, no matter their skin color
or country of origin, are children
of God. And yet I still worry for
my wife — and my daughter.

I have a running half-joke
with a good Polish friend of mine
from New York: We want to exit
the rat-race and open a restaurant
that blends Polish and Mexican
cuisine. I don’t want anyone to
steal our idea, so I won’t share

Steve Dabrowski photographed with his wife, El Paso Native Alma and their daughter over
Christmas of 2018. Photo Courtesy of Steve Dabrowski

the restaurant name or menu here,
but the plan arose because both
of our families have blended mar-
riages between Poles and Mexi-
cans. We agreed that so many of
the cultural influences that have
formed Poles also seemed present
for people from Mexico. Because
of this, there are great similarities
between these two ethnic groups.
Even art and pottery styles are
oddly similar for countries so
geographically distinct. My
friend likes to say that “Poland
and Mexico must have shared a

border at some point in history.”
Yet we only know this because
of our personal contact with real
people, not with a label that seeks
to paint an entire xLook, I don’t
care about a person’s political
affiliation or position on immi-
gration or gun control. What I

do care about is that our culture

is rapidly dehumanizing people
with labels. I suppose you can see
my wife’s dark brown hair, brown
eyes and tan skin; and make a
judgment; but you’d miss all the
good qualities that make her who

she is to me and others who love
her. That would truly be your
loss because she’s wonderful.
My bottom line is sim-
ple; when someone applies a
hateful label, mistakes it for
reality and levels gun sights
on someone while they shop,
that is something that should
horrify every decent person. It
worries me every single day.
© The Message, Catholic
Diocese of Evansville, Indiana.
Reprinted with permission.

Familia llora para El Paso desde larga

Por Steve Dabrowski
Columnista Destacado

Mi esposa (conocida por
nuestros amigos como St.
Alma por tener que tratar
conmigo) es la mujer mas
amable y carifiosa que conoz-
co. Ella es altamente educada,
obteniendo un titulo de pos-
grado de una de las mejores
escuelas de su especialidad.
Es convocada regularmente
por organizaciones civicas,
religiosas y gubernamentales
debido a su experiencia en su
campo. Es una madre paci-
ente, amorosa y una amiga
dedicada. Aunque no importa,
permitanme agregar que ella
también es hermosa. Nunca he
escuchado a nadie hablar mal
de ella, y sus colegas tienden
a cantar sus alabanzas cuan-
do los conozco. Ella es una
mujer maravillosa y fiel. Y
me preocupa su seguridad. En
la cultura actual, hay algunos
que elegirian no ver esas cual-
idades admirables que posee
mi esposa debido a juicios fal-
sos sobre el color de su piel.

Mi esposa nacid en El Paso,
Texas. No puedo imaginar que
alguien que lea esto desconoz-
ca el brutal acto de cobardia
llevado a cabo en su ciudad
natal por una persona que
probablemente le habria dis-
parado a mi esposa si hubiera
estado comprando en cierto
Walmart el 3 de agosto. Mi es-

posa nacio6 en Estados Unidos
a ciudadanos naturalizados
que criaron a una familia de
siete para amar a este pais
(uno de mis cuilados es un
oficial de policia y ex marine
que fue llamado de guardia
después de los disparos). Mi
esposa y su familia habrian
sido objetivos por ninguna
otra razoén que un prejuicio
que considera a todos los
hispanos como un “extran-
jero ilegal” potencial, no or-
gullosos estadounidenses que
sirven a su nacion y comuni-
dad. A la vista de un rifle, las
personas malvadas solo ven la
confirmacion de su prejuicio.
Algunos podrian decir
que el tiroteo en El Paso fue
un evento Unico, pero en
los ultimos dias han surgido
muchas noticias que demues-
tran lo contrario. Los Rangers
de Texas, por ejemplo, estan
investigando un incidente en
su estadio el mismo dia del
tiroteo en El Paso. Un hom-
bre sentado detras de Ramon
Romero y su familia hizo
constantes comentarios racis-
tas, incluida la esperanza de
que todos los “ilegales” a su
alrededor fueran “devueltos™.
Los miembros de la familia
Romero son todos ciudadanos
estadounidenses. Mas impor-
tante atn, son hijos de Dios.
Cada afo, llevamos a
cientos de jovenes a Wash-
ington, D.C. para abogar
por la dignidad de todas las

personas, desde la concep-
cion hasta la muerte natural.
No marchamos solo por los
descendientes de alemanes
o irlandeses; marchamos en
reconocimiento de que todas
las personas, sin importar su
color de piel o pais de ori-
gen, son hijos de Dios. Y sin
embargo, todavia me preocu-
po por mi esposa y mi hija.
Tengo un medio chiste con
un buen amigo polaco mio de
Nueva York: queremos salir
de la carrera de ratas y abrir
un restaurante que combine la
cocina polaca y mexicana. No
quiero que nadie robe nues-
tra idea, por lo que no com-
partiré el nombre o el ment
del restaurante aqui, pero el
plan surgidé porque nuestras
dos familias han combinado
matrimonios entre polacos y

mexicanos. Acordamos que
muchas de las influencias
culturales que han formado a
los polacos también parecian
presentes para la gente de
Meéxico. Debido a esto, hay
grandes similitudes entre estos
dos grupos étnicos. Incluso los
estilos de arte y ceramica son
extraflamente similares para
paises tan geograficamente
distintos. A mi amigo le gusta
decir que “Polonia y México
deben haber compartido una
frontera en algun momento de
la historia”. Sin embargo, solo
sabemos esto debido a nuestro
contacto personal con perso-
nas reales, no con una etiqueta
que busca pintar a un grupo
entero con un solo carrera.
Mire, no me importa la afil-
iacion politica o la posicion de
una persona sobre inmigracion

distancia

o control de armas. Lo que me
importa es que nuestra cultura
se esta deshumanizando rap-
idamente a las personas con
etiquetas. Supongo que puedes
ver el cabello castafio oscuro
de mi esposa, ojos marrones
y piel bronceada; y hacer un
juicio; pero echarias de menos
todas las buenas cualidades
que la hacen ser quien es para
mi y para otros que la aman.
Es en serio realmente tu pérdi-
da porque ella es maravillosa.
Mi conclusion es simple;
cuando alguien aplica una eti-
queta de odio, la confunde con
la realidad y nivela la mira de
alguien mientras compra, eso
es algo que deberia horrorizar
a toda persona decente. Me
preocupa todos los dias.
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mer Rodriguez + Adolfo Cerros Herndndez
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+ Ivan Manzano + Juan de Dios Velizquez + David Johnson
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+ Raul Flores + Jorge Calvillo Garcia
+ Maria Flores

+ Alexander Gerbard Hoffman + Luis Alfonzo Juarez + Elsa Mendoza de la Mora + Margie Reckard + Teresa Sanchez

+
“Oh, would that my words were written down! Would that they were
inscribed in a record: That with an iron chisel and
with lead they were cut in the rock forever!
As for me, | know that my Vindicator lives,
and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust.” Job 19:23-25
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