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El Paso Community Prepares for End of Title 42

By Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

As the U.S. prepares to lift
Title 42 on May 11, uncer-
tainty surrounds the fate of
immigrants at the U.S.-Mexico
border.

Title 42 is a public health
measure introduced in March
2020 by the CDC in response
to COVID-19. It allows for the
quick expulsion of migrants
without the chance to seek
protection. The Trump admin-
istration used it to restrict im-
migration, but it faced criticism
for violating international and
domestic law.

Bishop Seitz recently spoke
at a dialogue hosted by the
Georgetown Initiative on Cath-
olic Social Thought and Public
Life, acknowledging that a
surge in migration is likely and
will be requesting help from
volunteers.

“We’re about to perhaps face
a significant surge in people
coming across the border,” said
Seitz, referring to the end of Ti-
tle 42. “We don’t know exactly
what is going to happen then,
but we’d love to have some
reinforcements because we in
El Paso are running shelters
and we depend on volunteers
for that.”

As chair of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
Committee on Migration, Seitz
emphasized the need to focus
on the root causes of migration.
He stated that the border itself
is not the problem, but rather a
symptom of larger issues that
must be addressed in sending
countries. He warned against
the simplistic view that con-
trolling the border would solve
the problem, comparing it to
treating cancer with aspirin.

“It doesn’t fix things to
control the border, but what we
need to do is not simply think
about immigrants as a problem
and a threat, we need to think
about why they are coming,”
Seitz said.

Bishop Seitz argued that one
must recognize them as human
beings in need of assistance due
to the violence, instability, and
economic hardship they face in
their home countries. He urged
Americans to see immigrants
not as a problem but as people
who deserve help.

“If you want to be strength-
ened and hope, meet an immi-
grant because they will show
you just how grace can work in
a person’s life,” Bishop Seitz
said. “From a non-faith per-
spective you’ll find it in them,
incredible faith.”
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Migrants walking on the Cd. Juarez side of the border looking to turn themselves into Customs and Border Patrol at the Border Fence near
Riverside High School. The United States is set to end Title 42 which could potentially point to a new migrant surge in El Paso and all border
communities. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros

La Comunidad de El Paso se prepara para el fin del Titulo 42

Por Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

Mientras Estados Unidos se
prepara para levantar el Titulo 42
el 11 de mayo, la incertidumbre
rodea el destino de los migrantes
en la frontera México-Estados
Unidos.

El Titulo 42 es una medida
de salud publica introducida en
marzo de 2020 por el CDC en
respuesta al COVID-19. Permite
la expulsion rapida de migrantes
sin posibilidad de buscar protec-
cion. La administracion Trump lo
utiliz para restringir la inmi-
gracion, pero enfrento criticas
por violar el derecho internacion-
al y nacional.

El obispo Seitz hablo reciente-

mente en un didlogo organizado
por la Iniciativa de Georgetown
sobre Pensamiento Social Catoli-
coy Vida Publica, reconociendo
que es probable un aumento de la
migracion y solicitara ayuda de
voluntarios.

“Estamos a punto de enfren-
tarnos quizas a un aumento
significativo de las personas que
cruzan la frontera”, dijo Seitz,
refiriéndose al final del Titulo 42.
“No sabemos exactamente qué
va a ocurrir entonces, pero nos
encantaria contar con algunos
refuerzos porque en El Paso
estamos gestionando refugios
y para ello dependemos de los
voluntarios”.

Como presidente del Comité
sobre Migracion de la Conferen-

cia Episcopal de Estados Unidos,
Seitz hizo hincapié en la necesi-
dad de centrarse en las causas
profundas de la migracion.
Afirmo que la frontera en si no
es el problema, sino mas bien
un sintoma de cuestiones mas
amplias que deben abordarse en
los paises de origen. Advirtid
contra la vision simplista de que
controlar la frontera resolveria
el problema, comparandola con
tratar el cancer con aspirinas.

“Controlar la frontera no arreg-
la las cosas, pero lo que tenemos
que hacer no es simplemente
pensar en los inmigrantes como
un problema y una amenaza,
tenemos que pensar por qué
vienen”, dijo Seitz.

Mons. Seitz argument6 que

ver a los inmigrantes como una
amenaza no es la respuesta. Por
el contrario, debemos recon-
ocerlos como seres humanos

que necesitan ayuda debido a la
violencia, la inestabilidad y las
dificultades economicas a las que
se enfrentan en sus paises de ori-
gen. Insto a los estadounidenses
a ver a los inmigrantes no como
un problema, sino como personas
que merecen ayuda.

“Si quieren fortalecerse y
tener esperanza, conozcan a un
inmigrante porque les mostrara
coémo la gracia puede obrar en la
vida de una persona”, dijo Mons.
Seitz. “Desde una perspectiva no
creyente la encontraras en ellos,
una fe increible”.
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Easter Sunday Was Different This Year

pandemic took hold, the first

problem we tackled as dioce-
san personnel was to find the best
way to bring our faith to Mass
most respectfully and conscien-
tiously, given all of the limita-
tions presented to us at the time.
As we went through the various
uncertainties of 2020 and 2021
with shutdowns and an unclear
understanding of our pandemic
limitations, the importance of us
as a diocese to be able to bring
our faith into Mass did not es-
cape me at all, albeit since I was
one of the few that was able to
attend Mass in person throughout
all of it, I don’t think I had a real
grasp of what our faithful were
experiencing during all that time.

After 3 years of producing a

televised mass with various live
liturgies, including Christmas
and Easter, it was my turn to
really understand what not being

In March 2020, when the
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able to attend Mass in person
was like all that time.
Immediately following the
Chrism Mass this year, [ began
to feel the sniffles coming on.
As I am sure most of you can
understand, being the father of 2
young children, having the snif-
fles comes with the territory of
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being a Dad, so I thought nothing
of it. As a matter of fact, it had
been almost the whole month
of March when someone in our
little family of four wasn’t sick.
This time, our youngest had a fe-
ver and sniffles for about 2 days
and then went back to normal.
So this little bout of the sniffles
seemed more of the same. That
was, of course, until the fever
and the stuffy head came the day
after the Chrism Mass this year.
Then, Annie, my oldest, com-
plained about the same thing.
Finally, a couple of hours later,
my wife fell victim to the fever,
so it was time to test. To our
absolute surprise, we all tested
positive for COVID-19 for the
first time since the beginning of
the pandemic. We were stunned.
Of course, our immediate
thought was about the Easter
Triduum and Easter Sunday;
this meant we could not attend.

We were very disappointed.

We could not see our extended
families for the holiday or be part
of the most sacred time of our
Catholic faith.

But then I realized even
though we as a family could not
go anywhere, maybe this was the
opportunity that God provided to
us to slow down and spend time
together. With the prescribed
Paxlovid in hand for my wife
and me, we had one of the most
amazing times despite our situa-
tion. Thank God the kids healed
exceptionally quickly from the
infection. I made some bread
from scratch, and the kids helped
my wife and me make dinners.
We got to watch movies together,
and most importantly, with the
gift of streaming Easter Triduum
services and the Televised Mass,
my wife and I, with our kids in
hand, could attend the Easter
Services.
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I now have a total sense of
understanding of what someone
that cannot attend Mass now or
back in 2020 when we complete-
ly shut down was experiencing.

I was so grateful that our diocese
provided this service to our
homebound brothers and sisters
this Easter Sunday. I am honored
to be able to help be a part of
this service to our homebound
brothers and sisters, and I am

so grateful to Bishop Seitz and
Bishop Celino and the team of
people that work hard week to
week to bring you these liturgies.
I also would be remised not to
thank our business partners for
sponsoring our televised masses.
My little family would not have
been able to attend Mass that day
without any of these people.

El Domingo De Resurreccion Fue Diferente Este Afo

n marzo de 2020, cuando
Ela pandemia se apodero

de nosotros, el primer
problema que abordamos como
personal diocesano fue encon-
trar la mejor manera de llevar
nuestra fe a misa de la forma
mas respetuosa y concienzuda,
dadas todas las limitaciones
que se nos presentaban en ese
momento. Mientras atravesaba-
mos las diversas incertidumbres
de 2020 y 2021 con los cierres y
una comprension poco clara de
nuestras limitaciones pandémi-
cas, no se me escap6 en absoluto
la importancia de que nosotros
como didcesis pudiéramos llevar
nuestra fe a misa, aunque como
fui uno de los pocos que pudo
asistir a misa en persona durante
todo ello, no creo que tuviera una
comprension real de lo que nues-
tros fieles estaban experimentan-
do durante todo ese tiempo.
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Después de 3 afios de producir
una misa televisada con varias
liturgias en directo, incluyendo
Navidad y Pascua, me toc a mi
entender realmente lo que fue no
poder asistir a misa en persona
durante todo ese tiempo.

Inmediatamente después de
la Misa Crismal de este afio,
empecé a resfriarme. Como estoy
seguro de que la mayoria de ust-
edes pueden entender, siendo el
padre de 2 nifios pequefios, tener
los mocos viene con el territorio
de ser un padre, asi que no pensé
en ello. De hecho, habia pasado
casi todo el mes de marzo sin
que alguien de nuestra pequefia
familia de cuatro miembros estu-
viera enfermo. Esta vez, nuestro
hijo pequefio tuvo fiebre y mocos
durante dos dias y luego volvio a
la normalidad.

Asi que este pequeiio brote de
resfriados parecia mas de lo mis-

mo. Eso fue, por supuesto, hasta
que la fiebre y la congestion de
cabeza llegaron el dia después de
la Misa Crismal de este afio. En-
tonces, Annie, mi hija mayor, se
quejo de lo mismo. Finalmente,
un par de horas mas tarde, mi
mujer fue victima de la fiebre, asi
que lleg6 el momento de hacer
las pruebas. Para nuestra absolu-
ta sorpresa, todos dimos positivo
en la prueba de COVID-19 por
primera vez desde el inicio de

la pandemia. Nos quedamos
atonitos.

Por supuesto, nuestro pens-
amiento inmediato fue sobre el
Triduo Pascual y el Domingo de
Resurreccion; esto significaba
que no podriamos asistir. Nos
sentimos muy decepcionados. No
podriamos ver a nuestras familias
durante las vacaciones ni partic-
ipar en el momento mas sagrado
de nuestra fe catdlica.
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Pero entonces me di cuenta
de que, aunque como familia no
pudiéramos ir a ningun sitio, tal
vez esta era la oportunidad que
Dios nos brindaba para bajar
el ritmo y pasar tiempo juntos.
Con el Paxlovid recetado en la
mano para mi mujer y para mi,
pasamos uno de los momentos
mas increibles a pesar de nuestra
situacion. Gracias a Dios, los
nifios se curaron excepcional-
mente rapido de la infeccion.
Hice pan desde cero y los nifios
nos ayudaron a mi mujer y a
mi a preparar la cena. Pudimos
ver peliculas juntos, y lo mas
importante, con el regalo de la
retransmision en streaming de los
servicios del Triduo Pascual y la
Misa televisada, mi mujer y yo,
con nuestros hijos en la mano,
pudimos asistir a los servicios de
Pascua.

Ahora entiendo perfectamente

lo que estaba experimentando
alguien que no puede asistir a
misa ahora o en 2020, cuando
cerramos completamente. Estaba
tan agradecida de que nuestra
didcesis proporcionara este
servicio a nuestros hermanos

y hermanas confinados en casa
este Domingo de Pascua. Me
siento honrado de poder ayudar
a ser parte de este servicio a
nuestros hermanos y hermanas
confinados en casa, y estoy muy
agradecido con el Obispo Seitz
y el Obispo Celino y el equipo
de personas que trabajan duro
semana a semana para ofrecer-
les estas liturgias. También me
faltaria dar las gracias a nuestros
socios comerciales por patrocinar
nuestras misas televisadas. Mi
pequeiia familia no habria podido
asistir a misa ese dia sin ninguna
de estas personas.
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“‘LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” — “Praise be to you, my Lord”

ere we are entering the
month of May. Soon
children will be out of

school for the summer and we
will be hearing the call to step
out of our workaday routine and
to take in the beauty of the world
around us. Some will travel to
far-flung places; others will have
the opportunity to rediscover the
beauty that is daily around us

in our fascinating corner of the
world.

This opportunity to appreciate
the splendor of creation should
also renew in us our sense of
responsibility for this earth. In
his groundbreaking encyclical
7 years ago entitled, Laudato
Si, Pope Francis made clear to
us that care for creation is an
essential concern for a disciple of
Christ as it should be for every
person who walks this planet.
God did not create this world
for human beings to trash and de-
stroy; God told our first parents
to care for the earth.

One very important point that
Pope Francis made is that human
beings should not be viewed as

though they are aliens who have
invaded an idyllic world. The
truth is that human beings are

an integral part of this world,
even more so, we are the primary
reason for which the world was
created.

As our Holy Father put it,
“Human beings too are creatures
of this world, enjoying a right to
life and happiness, and endowed
with unique dignity. So we can-
not fail to consider the effects on
people’s lives of environmental
deterioration, current models of
development and the throwaway
culture.” (#43)

This relationship has profound
implications when we consider
questions about the well-being
of the planet. While, on the one
hand, human beings are a signifi-
cant cause of problems our earth
faces, at the same time there can
be no true remedy for its ills
that does not also improve the
lot of our fellow human beings.
Pope Francis calls this “integral
ecology”.

Our planet boasts incredi-
ble natural systems that have

developed over billions of years.
There is such a rare confluence
of factors that made our planet
this way that there may not be
another place in the universe
capable of supporting life in the
way this planet does. This is
not even to ask the question of
whether life would have been
created by God even if the con-
ditions on another world could
support it.

As we enjoy God’s creation
this summer we would do well
to consider how we can each do
our part. Given the immeasur-
able irreplaceable value of this
spaceship earth, we all have a
responsibility to reflect upon our
role in making this world a better
place and encouraging others to
do so as well. Let’s be sure that
the blessings of this earth are
preserved not only for our own
benefit, but for generations still
to come.

I would like to conclude by
sharing with you a prayer of
Pope Francis that concludes his
beautiful encyclical.

A Prayer for our Earth

All-powerful God, you are pres-
ent in the whole universe and in
the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tender-
ness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of
your love, that we may protect
life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may
live as brothers and sisters,
harming no one.

O God of the poor,help us to res-
cue the abandoned and forgotten
of this earth,so precious in your
eyes. Bring healing to our lives,
that we may protect the world

Bishop Mark J. Seitz

and not prey on it, that we may
sow beauty, not pollution and
destruction.

Touch the hearts of those who
look only for gain at the expense
of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of
each thing, to be filled with awe
and contemplation, to recognize
that we are profoundly united
with every creature as we jour-
ney towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us
each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our
struggle for justice, love and
peace. Amen.

“‘LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” - “Alabado seas, mi Senor”

stamos entrando en el mes
Ede mayo. Pronto los niflos

dejaran de ir a la escuela
por el verano y nosotros oiremos
la llamada a salir de nuestra
rutina laboral y disfrutar de la
belleza del mundo que nos rodea.
Algunos viajaran a lugares
lejanos; otros tendran la opor-
tunidad de redescubrir la belleza
que nos rodea a diario en nuestro
fascinante rincon del mundo.

Esta oportunidad de apreciar el
esplendor de la creacion deberia
también renovar en nosotros
nuestro sentido de responsab-
ilidad por esta tierra. En su
innovadora enciclica de hace
7 aios, titulada Laudato Si, el
Papa Francisco nos dejo claro
que el cuidado de la creacion es
una preocupacion esencial para
un discipulo de Cristo, como de-
beria serlo para toda persona que
camina por este planeta. Dios
no cred este mundo para que los
seres humanos lo destrozaran y
destruyeran; Dios dijo a nuestros
primeros padres que cuidaran la
tierra.

Un punto muy importante que
sefial6 el Papa Francisco es que
los seres humanos no deben ser
vistos como si fueran extraterres-
tres que han invadido un mundo
idilico. La verdad es que los
seres humanos somos parte in-
tegrante de este mundo, es mas,
somos la razon principal por la
que el mundo fue creado.

Como dijo nuestro Santo Pa-
dre: “También los seres humanos
son criaturas de este mundo,
gozan del derecho ala viday a
la felicidad, y estan dotados de
una dignidad unica. Por tanto,
no podemos dejar de considerar
los efectos que tienen en la vida
de las personas el deterioro del
medio ambiente, los modelos
actuales de desarrollo y la cultura
del usar y tirar”. (#43)

Esta relacion tiene profun-
das implicaciones cuando nos

planteamos cuestiones sobre el
bienestar del planeta. Aunque,
por un lado, los seres humanos
son una causa importante de los
problemas a los que se enfrenta
nuestra Tierra, al mismo tiempo
no puede haber un verdadero
remedio para sus males que

no mejore también la suerte de
nuestros semejantes. El Papa
Francisco llama a esto “ecologia
integral”.

Nuestro planeta cuenta con
increibles sistemas naturales que
se han desarrollado a lo largo de
miles de millones de afios. Hay
una confluencia tan rara de fac-
tores que han hecho que nuestro
planeta sea asi que puede que no
haya otro lugar en el universo
capaz de sustentar la vida de la
forma en que lo hace este plane-

ta. Ni siquiera nos planteamos la
cuestion de si Dios habria creado
la vida aunque las condiciones de
otro mundo pudieran sustentarla.

Mientras disfrutamos de la
creacion de Dios este verano,
hariamos bien en considerar
como podemos hacer cada uno
nuestra parte. Dado el incon-
mensurable valor insustituible de
esta nave espacial Tierra, todos
tenemos la responsabilidad de
reflexionar sobre nuestro papel
para hacer de este mundo un lu-
gar mejor y animar a los demas a
que también lo hagan. Aseguré-
monos de que las bendiciones
de esta Tierra se conservan no
solo para nuestro propio benefi-
cio, sino para las generaciones
venideras.

Me gustaria terminar compar-

tiendo con vosotros una oracion
del Papa Francisco que concluye
su hermosa enciclica:

Una oracién por nuestra tierra

Dios todopoderoso, tu estds
presente en todo el universo y en
la mas pequeria de tus criaturas.

Tu abrazas con tu ternura todo
lo que existe.

Derrama sobre nosotros la
fuerza de tu amor para que
protejamos la vida y la belleza.

Llénanos de paz, para que
vivamos como hermanos y
hermanas, sin hacer dario a
nadie.

Oh Dios de los pobres
ayudanos a rescatar a los
abandonados y olvidados de esta
tierra,tan preciosos a tus ojos.

Trae la curacion a nuestras
vidas para que protejamos al
mundo y no lo depredemos,
que sembremos belleza y no
contaminacion y destruccion.

Toca los corazones de los que
solo buscan el beneficio a costa
de los pobres y de la tierra.

Ensénianos a descubrir el
valor de cada cosa, a llenarnos
de asombro y contemplacion,

a reconocer que estamos
profundamente unidos con cada
criatura en nuestro camino hacia
tu luz infinita.

Te damos gracias por estar
con nosotros cada dia.

Animanos, te lo pedimos, en
nuestra lucha por la justicia, el
amor 'y la paz. Amén.
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Bishop Seitz Celebrates New Bishop for Sister Diocese in Honduras

By Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

On a beautiful day on April
15th in the Diocese of Choluteca,
Honduras, a historic event took
place. Bishop Teodoro Gomez
Rivera was installed as the new
Bishop of Choluteca, and Bishop
Mark Seitz of El Paso was there
to witness it all. The Diocese of
Choluteca has been the sister dio-
cese of El Paso since the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Mitch in 1998,
which was the second-strongest
hurricane in the Atlantic.

Bishop Seitz expressed his
excitement and gratefulness to
God for being able to attend this
significant event and continue
to walk alongside the people of
Choluteca. The bond between the
Dioceses of El Paso and Cholu-
teca is a special one, born out of
tragedy but strengthened through
the years by shared experiences
and a deep sense of community.

“Our relationship is not just
about programs and projects,
it’s about people. It’s about the
people of El Paso and the people

of Choluteca, our brothers and
sisters in Christ.” This sentiment
was echoed by Bishop Goémez
Rivera, who expressed his grati-
tude to Bishop Seitz and the peo-
ple of El Paso for their continued
support and friendship.

The installation of a new
bishop is always a significant
event in the life of a diocese, but
this one was particularly special.
Not only was it an opportunity to
celebrate the beginning of a new
chapter in the life of the Diocese
of Choluteca=, but also to cele-
brate the rise of Bishop Gomez
Rivera as the bishop of his home
diocese as a priest.

The people of Choluteca have
faced many challenges over the
years, but they have always had
the support of their brothers
and sisters in El Paso. Hurri-
cane Mitch was a devastating
event, but it also brought the two
dioceses together in a powerful
way. The bond between them has
only grown stronger over time,
and Bishop Seitz’s presence at
the installation of Bishop Gomez
Rivera is a testament to that.

Bishop Teodoro Gomez Rivera was installed as the new Bishop

of Choluteca on Saturday April 15, 2023, and Bishop Seitz photo-
graphed here together with the new bishop was there to witness it all.
Photo courtesy Bishop Seitz.

“Our relationship is not just a
matter of geography or even of
culture. It’s a relationship born of
a shared commitment to the Gos-
pel and to serving our brothers
and sisters in need.” The installa-
tion of Bishop Gomez Rivera is
a reminder that this commitment
is ongoing and that the bond

between El Paso and Choluteca
will continue to flourish in the
years to come.

During his visit, Bishop Seitz
met with local clergy and com-
munity leaders and concelebrated
at several Masses that weekend,
including the Bishop’s first mass
as the Bishop of Choluteca.

The visit was also a chance to
see firsthand the impact of the
many programs and projects that
have been developed over the
years through the partnership
between El Paso and Choluteca.
These include initiatives focused
on education, healthcare, and
economic development.

Bishop Seitz’s visit to the
Diocese of Choluteca was a pow-
erful reminder of the importance
of community, solidarity, and the
shared commitment to serving
others. “Our bond is not just a
bond of friendship, it’s a bond of
faith. It’s a bond that calls us to
be Christ’s hands and feet in the
world,” Bishop Seitz said.

The installation of Bishop Go6-
mez Rivera marks the beginning
of a new chapter in the life of
the Diocese of Choluteca, but it
also represents a continuation of
the partnership and friendship
between El Paso and Choluteca.
The two dioceses have come a
long way since Hurricane Mitch.

Mons. Seitz Gelebra EI Nombramiento De Nuevo Obispo Para Diocesis Hermana De Honduras

By Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

En un hermoso dia del 15 de
abril en la Didcesis de Choluteca,
Honduras, tuvo lugar un acon-
tecimiento historico. El Obispo
Teodoro Gémez Rivera fue
instalado como el nuevo Obispo
de Choluteca, y el Obispo Mark
Seitz de El Paso estuvo alli para
presenciarlo todo. La didcesis
de Choluteca ha sido la didcesis
hermana de El Paso desde la
devastacion del huracan Mitch en
1998, que fue el segundo huracan
mas fuerte del Atlantico.

El Obispo Seitz expreso su
emocion y agradecimiento a Dios
por poder asistir a este significa-
tivo evento y seguir caminando
junto al pueblo de Choluteca.

El vinculo entre las didcesis de
El Paso y Choluteca es especial,

nacido de la tragedia pero for-
talecido a través de los afos por
experiencias compartidas y un
profundo sentido de comunidad.
“Nuestra relacion no es s6lo
sobre programas y proyectos,
es sobre personas. Se trata de la
gente de El Paso y la gente de
Choluteca, nuestros hermanos
y hermanas en Cristo”. Este
sentimiento fue compartido por
el Obispo Goémez Rivera, quien
expreso su gratitud al Obispo
Seitz y a la gente de El Paso por
su continuo apoyo y amistad.
La toma de posesion de un
nuevo obispo es siempre un
acontecimiento significativo en
la vida de una didcesis, pero éste
fue particularmente especial.
No solo fue una oportunidad
para celebrar el comienzo de un
nuevo capitulo en la vida de la
Diocesis de Choluteca=, sino

también para celebrar el ascenso
del Obispo Gémez Rivera como
obispo de su diocesis natal como
sacerdote.

El pueblo de Choluteca se ha
enfrentado a muchos retos a lo
largo de los aflos, pero siempre
ha contado con el apoyo de sus
hermanos y hermanas de El
Paso. El huracan Mitch fue un
acontecimiento devastador, pero
también uni6 a las dos didcesis
de una manera poderosa. El vin-
culo entre ellas no ha hecho mas
que estrecharse con el paso del
tiempo, y la presencia del obispo
Seitz en la toma de posesion del
obispo Gémez Rivera es una
prueba de ello.

“Nuestra relacion no es s6lo
una cuestion geografica o incluso
cultural. Es una relacion que
nace de un compromiso compar-
tido con el Evangelio y con el

servicio a nuestros hermanos y
hermanas necesitados.” La toma
de posesion del Obispo Gomez
Rivera es un recordatorio de que
este compromiso es permanente
y de que el vinculo entre El Paso
y Choluteca seguira floreciendo
en los aflos venideros.

Durante su visita, el Obispo
Seitz se reunid con el clero local
y lideres de la comunidad y con-
celebré en varias misas ese fin de
semana, incluyendo la primera
misa del Obispo como Obispo de
Choluteca.

La visita fue también una
oportunidad para ver de primera
mano el impacto de los muchos
programas y proyectos que se
han desarrollado a lo largo de
los afos a través de la asociacion
entre El Paso y Choluteca. Entre
ellos se incluyen iniciativas cen-
tradas en la educacion, la sanidad

y el desarrollo econdmico.

La visita del Obispo Seitz a
la Didcesis de Choluteca fue
un poderoso recordatorio de la
importancia de la comunidad,
la solidaridad y el compromiso
compartido de servir a los demas.
“Nuestro vinculo no es solo un
vinculo de amistad, es un vinculo
de fe. Es un vinculo que nos
llama a ser las manos y los pies
de Cristo en el mundo”, dijo el
Obispo Seitz.

La toma de posesion del
Obispo Gomez Rivera marca el
inicio de un nuevo capitulo en
la vida de la Didcesis de Cholu-
teca, pero también representa la
continuacion de la colaboracion
y la amistad entre El Paso y
Choluteca. Las dos didcesis han
recorrido un largo camino desde
el huracan Mitch.

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL CEMETERY
The only Catholic cemetery in the El Paso area was established to serve the needs
of our Catholic Community in their time of mourning and need. We help guide our
families with end-of-life arrangements with pastoral care
during your time of greatest need.
Facilities and Services include an intimate chapel for on-site services,
a place for the interment of cremated remains in our columbarium
or the chapel, and we also offer traditional in-ground burials or in our mausoleum.
Mt. Carmel’s peaceful grounds are maintained by
environmentally responsible reclaimed water.

401 S. Zaragoza Road - (915) 860-0606

https://www.elpasodiocese.org/our-lady-of-mt-carmel-cemetery.html . mtcarmel@mtcarmelelp.or_‘ .
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By Patrick Guiliani
Hope Border Institute

On May 15th the Catholic
Church celebrates the feast day
of Saint Isidore the Farmer. He
is recognized as the patron saint
of farmers, laborers and rural
communities. St. Isidore has a
long history as a patron of some
of the local missions in the El
Paso region, which have their
origins in the time of Spanish
colonization.

Isidore was a day laborer near
Madrid, Spain and had a deep
spiritual life supported by prayer
and daily mass. He was well
known for his love of people
and animals and there are many
accounts of him giving away the
very little that he had to those in
need. His wife, Blessed Maria

Hope Border Institute

The Dignity of Working Hard

Torrobia, always kept a pot of
stew ready in the evening be-
cause it was not uncommon for
St. Isidore to bring home anyone
who was hungry.

One reported miracle describes
Isidore bringing home more
people to dinner than usual.
Maria served as many as possible
but there was no more stew left
in the pot. Isidore asked her to
check the pot again and to Ma-
ria’s surprise, there was enough
stew in the pot to feed everyone.
Though quite a simple miracle
out of the many attributed to
Isidore, this account captures his
trust in the Lord and the desire to
help the most vulnerable.

As we celebrate his feast day
this month, Isidore inspires us to
recognize and appreciate those
doing agricultural work in our

local communities. His feast day
is an opportunity to reflect on the
dignity of those working in the
fields worldwide.

In the United States, it is esti-
mated that 73% of all those who
work in agriculture are migrant
farm workers. Here in West Tex-
as and in southern New Mexico,
migrant farmworkers are the
backbone of our agricultural
economy, planting and harvest-
ing our region’s famous green
chile, as well as pecans, onions,
and tomatillos and working on
the area’s many dairy farms.

Many migrant farmworkers are
here without documentation and
are often exploited by bad-act-
ing employers. These essential
workers are often forced to work
long hours for low pay without
many of the same protection

and benefits that are available
to those who have legal sta-

tus. These abuses are not only
directed toward working adults
but have also affected migrant
children or first-generation
American children who have no
other option but to work tough
jobs in factories and plants to
support their families.

The Catholic Church supports
the rights and dignity of migrant
workers. In 2019, Pope Francis
spoke out against the exploitation
of migrant workers, imploring
that “the cry of these workers
who are exploited, violated in
their dignity, and sometimes
not even paid, reaches to the
heavens.”

Let us look to St. Isidore for
inspiration to help the most
vulnerable even when we do not
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have much to give. While we
continue to work with elected of-
ficials to create new systems that
protect the dignity of migrant
workers and their labor, let us not
forget the small acts of kindness
we can impart to one another as
well. Sometimes sharing a meal
can go a long way in caring for
one another.

Patrick Giuliani is a policy
analyst at the Hope Border
Institute. The Hope Border
Institute brings the perspective of
Catholic social teaching to bear
on the realities unique to our
US-Mexico border region. For
ways to get involved, visit www.
hopeborder.org.

Por Patrick Guiliani
Hope Border Institute

El 15 de mayo, la Iglesia
catdlica celebra la fiesta de San
Isidro Labrador. Se le reconoce
como patron de los agricultores,
los trabajadores y las comuni-
dades rurales. San Isidro tiene
una larga historia como patron de
algunas de las misiones locales
de la region de El Paso, cuyos
origenes se remontan a la época
de la colonizacion espaiiola.

Isidoro fue jornalero cerca
de Madrid (Espafia) y tuvo una
profunda vida espiritual sustenta-
da en la oracion y la misa diaria.
Era muy conocido por su amor
a las personas y a los animales,

y hay muchos testimonios de

La Dignidad De Trabajar Duro

que daba lo poco que tenia a los
necesitados. Su esposa, la beata
Maria Torrobia, siempre tenia
preparada una olla de estofado
por la noche, porque no era raro
que San Isidro trajera a casa a
cualquiera que tuviera hambre.
Un milagro relatado describe
a San Isidro trayendo a cenar
a casa a mas personas de lo
habitual. Maria sirvio a todos
los que pudo, pero ya no qued-
aba estofado en la olla. Isidoro
le pidi6 que revisara la olla de
nuevo y, para sorpresa de Maria,
habia suficiente estofado en la
olla para alimentar a todos. Aun-
que se trata de un simple milagro
de los muchos que se atribuyen
a Isidoro, este relato refleja su
confianza en el Sefor y su deseo
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de ayudar a los mas vulnerables.

Al celebrar su fiesta este mes,
Isidoro nos inspira a reconocer
y apreciar a quienes realizan
labores agricolas en nuestras
comunidades locales. Su fiesta es
una oportunidad para reflexionar
sobre la dignidad de quienes
trabajan en el campo en todo el
mundo.

En Estados Unidos, se calcula
que el 73% de todos los que
trabajan en la agricultura son tra-
bajadores agricolas emigrantes.
Aqui, en el oeste de Texas y en el
sur de Nuevo México, los traba-
jadores agricolas migrantes son
la columna vertebral de nuestra
economia agricola, plantando
y cosechando el famoso chile
verde de nuestra region, asi como
pacanas, cebollas y tomatillos,

y trabajando en las numerosas
granjas lecheras de la zona.

Muchos trabajadores agricolas
migrantes estan aqui sin docu-

mentacion y a menudo son ex-
plotados por empleadores malin-
tencionados. Estos trabajadores
esenciales se ven obligados a
menudo a trabajar muchas horas
por un salario bajo, sin muchas
de las mismas protecciones y
prestaciones de que disponen
los que tienen estatus legal.
Estos abusos no s6lo afectan a
los trabajadores adultos, sino
también a los nifios inmigrantes
o0 a los nifios estadounidenses de
primera generacion que no tienen
otra opcion que realizar trabajos
duros en fabricas y plantas para
mantener a sus familias.

La Iglesia catdlica apoya los
derechos y la dignidad de los
trabajadores migrantes. En 2019,
el Papa Francisco se pronuncio
contra la explotacion de los tra-
bajadores migrantes, implorando
que “el grito de estos traba-
jadores explotados, violados en
su dignidad, y a veces ni siquiera

pagados, llegue hasta el cielo.”
Busquemos en San Isidro
inspiracion para ayudar a los mas
vulnerables incluso cuando no
tenemos mucho que dar. Mien-
tras seguimos trabajando con los
funcionarios electos para crear
nuevos sistemas que protejan
la dignidad de los trabajadores
migrantes y su mano de obra, no
olvidemos los pequefios actos de
bondad que podemos ofrecernos
unos a otros. A veces, compartir
una comida puede ayudar mucho
a cuidarnos los unos a los otros.
Patrick Giuliani es analista
politico del Hope Border Insti-
tute. El Hope Border Institute
aporta la perspectiva de la
doctrina social catolica a las
realidades propias de la region
fronteriza entre Estados Unidos y
Meéxico. Para saber como partic-
ipar, visite www.hopeborder.org.

harmed.

Diocese offers assistance for victims of sexual abuse
Bishop Mark J. Seitz invites anyone who has been a victim of sexual abuse by a priest, deacon, religious, or any
minister of the church, to contact the Victim’s Assitance Coordinator, Mrs. Susan Martinez LCSW, at (915)
872-8465 or the Office of the Chancery, (915) 872-8407. The Church desires the healing of anyone that has been

La didcesis ofrece asistencia a las victimas de abusos sexuales
El Obispo Mark J. Seitz invita a cualquier persona que haya sido victima de abuso sexual por parte de un
sacerdote, didcono, religioso o cualquier ministro de la iglesia, a contactar a la Coordinadora de Asistencia a las
Victimas, la Sra. Susan Martinez LCSW, al (915) 872-8465 o a la Oficina de la Cancilleria, (915) 872-8407. La
Iglesia desea la curacion de cualquiera que haya sido dafiado.
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We Are The Body of Christ - Capital Campaign

We Arethe Qovfgqf Chist

Sharing Our Gifts for the Church of Tomorrow

By Martha Marmolejo,
Pledge Fulfilment, Specialist

In 2019, the Diocese of El
Paso began an unprecedented
journey that would challenge
even the most faithful in the
catholic community but would
turn out to be blessed by God.

Due to several areas of need
in the Diocese, such as lack of
funds for the seminarian and
diaconate education, teaching
the faith of students in catholic
schools and religious formation,
parish emergency assistance,
and local parish needs, in May
0of 2019, the Diocese of El Paso
initiated the first diocesan-wide
capital campaign in its histo-
ry, with all churches invited to
participate.

The first pilot Bloc of church-
es and Bloc I launched their
campaign guided by their priests
and a highly qualified company
without a problem and started
their commitment to redemption
immediately.

By early 2020, Bloc 2 started
working on its preparations for
launching, while being uneasy
due to news all over the world
saying that some countries had
people with mild respiratory
symptoms and that they should
be encouraged to isolate them-

selves, emphasizing social
distancing, and adding that these
recommendations apply even to
countries with no reported cases
of this Severe Acute Respira-
tory Syndrome Coronavirus or
SARS-CoV-1, outbreak.

By the time Bloc 2 was ready
to launch their commitment
weekends, The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) declared the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak a global pandemic on
March 11, 2020. CDC confirms
the 15th case of COVID-19 in
the U.S., and several others in
California, Oregon, and Wash-
ington by February 28, 2020.
Therefore, causing the campaign
to come to a halt.

The capital campaign We Are
The Body of Christ, named by
the original committee and Bish-
op Mark J. Seitz himself, was to
celebrate the past and look into
the future, but this task was go-
ing to be far more difficult than
imagined. The COVID-19 pan-
demic sent shock waves through
the world economy and triggered
the largest global economic
crisis in more than a century.
WORLDBANK.ORG 2022.
Meeting with potential donors
was out of the question, getting
together in Mass was prohibited.
Churches were closed and there

was no timeline in consideration.
Covid-19 had a mind of its own
and there was no telling when
was it going to be over.
Bishop’s dream written in his
launching booklet was put to a
stop: “It is with great pride and
conviction in our hearts that the
catholic diocese of El Paso ini-
tiates this diocesan capital cam-
paign to provide the necessary
funds to support the men who
are being educated and formed
to become priests and deacons,
strengthen our catholic schools
and religious educations pro-
grams, and nourish our commu-
nities and parishes. Together with
Christ, there is no limit to the
good we can and will achieve”.
For more than 107 years the
diocese has been committed to
the growth and spiritual vitality
of the people of El Paso and
West Texas. To secure the future
of the faithful in the diocese,
Bishop Seitz asked us to work
together as brothers and sisters
in the community and to dedi-
cate a portion of what God has
so graciously given back to us.
By the year 2020, the diocese
was still under social distancing
for covid-19 pandemic surveil-
lance and could not continue
with the work as planned for it
to be launched promptly in all

\ Sonos o Coctpoo e Cricto

Compartiendo Nuestros Dones para la Iglesia de Manana

As of today, the capital campaign has finalized the pledging
phase and is still going strong in the pledge fulfillment phase.
67 parishes are participating, with 7,456 generous parishioners
donating to the campaign and the campaign’s goal is still going

strong at $18,000,000.00.

Overall statistics of the capital campaign as of April 15, 2023

are as follows:

TOTAL PLEDGES
$14,807,893.22

TOTAL PAID
$14,807,893.22

TOTAL BALANCE
$9,938,849.70

Exciting news as of December 2022!
Parishes have received back the grand amount of $505,038.46
In parish share participation for their magnificent teamwork

with the campaign.

Thank you, parishes priests, parish staff, and parishioners for
your generous participation and support, The We Are The Body of
Christ Capital Campaign could not succeed without each of you

Should you have any questions about fulfilling your pledge, do
not hesitate to reach out to Martha Marmolejo, Pledge Ful-
fillment Specialist, for the We Are the Body of Christ, Capital
Campaign at 915-872-8412 ext. 137 or email at mmarmolejo@

elpasodiocese.org.

churches. However, and without
due, a great number of parishio-
ners, from the churches that had
launched, had already committed
to the campaign and had started
their participation so very gra-
ciously and generously.

Around the last quarter of
2021, Bloc 2CW re-initiated its
launch and started working on
its campaign, and was up and

going. Covid-19 was somewhat
over and people started gather-
ing with some precautions. By
early 2022, Bloc 3 launched with
the help of diocesan personnel,
the company that had originally
launched it left, and the diocesan
personnel took over to maintain
the parishes and parishioners’
communication with follow-ups
and updates.

Somos El Cuerpo de Cristo - Campana Capital

Por Martha Marmolejo,
Especialista en Cumplimiento

En el 2019, la Diocesis de El
Paso comenzo un viaje sin prec-
edentes que desafiaria incluso a
los mas fieles de la comunidad
catolica, pero que terminaria
siendo bendecido por Dios.

Debido a varias areas de
necesidad en la Didcesis, como
falta de fondos para la educacion
de seminaristas y diaconados,
ensefianza de la fe de estudiantes
en escuelas catolicas y formacion
religiosa, asistencia parroquial
de emergencia y necesidades
parroquiales locales, en mayo
de 2019, la Didcesis de El Paso
inicio la primera campafia capital
en toda la historia de la Didcesis,
invitando a todas las iglesias a
que participaran.

El primer Bloque de iglesias
piloto y el Bloque I, lanzaron su
campafa guiados por sus sacer-
dotes y una compaifiia altamente
calificada sin ningtn problema y
comenzaron su compromiso de
redencion de inmediato.

A principios de 2020, el Blo-
que 2 comenzo a trabajar en sus
preparativos para el lanzamiento,
mientras se respiraba un inqui-
etante sentimiento debido a las
noticias en todo el mundo que
decian que algunos paises tenian
personas con sintomas respira-
torios leves y que se les deberia
alentar a aislarse, enfatizando el

distanciamiento social y agregan-
do que estas recomendaciones

se aplicaban incluso a paises sin
casos de este brote de corona-
virus del sindrome respiratorio
agudo severo o SARS-CoV-1.

Cuando el Bloque 2 estuvo
listo para lanzar su compromiso
los fines de semana, la Orga-
nizacion Mundial de la Salud
(OMS) declar¢ el brote del
nuevo coronavirus (COVID-19)
como una pandemia mundial el
11 de marzo de 2020. Los CDC
confirmaban el caso numero 15
de COVID-19 en el UU., y varias
otras ciudades como California,
Orego6n y Washington antes del
28 de febrero de 2020. Por lo
tanto, la campaiia se detuvo.

La campafia capital Somos El
Cuerpo de Cristo, nombrada por
el comité original y el mismo
obispo Mark J. Seitz, tenia como
objetivo celebrar el pasado y
mirar hacia el futuro, pero esta
tarea iba a ser mucho mas dificil
de lo imaginado. La pandemia
de COVID-19 envi6 ondas de
choque a través de la economia
mundial y desencaden6 la mayor
crisis econdomica mundial en
mas de un siglo. WORLD-
BANK.ORG 2022. Reunirse con
posibles donantes estaba fuera
de discusion, estaba prohibido
reunirse en Misa. Las iglesias
estaban cerradas y no habia un
cronograma de espera en consid-
eracion. Covid-19 tenia mente

propia y no se sabia cuando
terminaria.

El suefio del obispo escrito en
su folleto de lanzamiento se detu-
vo completamente: “Es con gran
orgullo y conviccion en nuestros
corazones que la didcesis catoli-
ca de El Paso inicia esta campana
capital diocesana para propor-
cionar los fondos necesarios para
apoyar a los hombres que estan
siendo educados y formados
para convertirse en sacerdotes
y didconos, fortalecer nuestras
escuelas catdlicas y programas
de educacion religiosa, y nutrir
nuestras comunidades y parro-
quias. Junto con Cristo, no hay
limite para el bien que podemos
y que lograremos hacer”.

Durante mas de 107 anos, la
didcesis se ha comprometido
con el crecimiento y la vitalidad
espiritual de la gente de El Paso
y el oeste de Texas. Para asegurar
el futuro de los fieles en la dioce-
sis, el obispo Mark J. Seitz nos
pidi6 que trabajaramos juntos
como hermanos y hermanas en
comunidad y que dedicaramos
una parte de lo que Dios nos ha
devuelto con tanta amor y gracia.
Para el afio 2020, la didcesis
aun estaba bajo distanciamien-
to social por la vigilancia de
la pandemia de covid-19 y no
podia continuar con el trabajo
como estaba previsto para que se
iniciara puntualmente en todas
las iglesias. Sin embargo, y con

Al dia de hoy, la campafia capital ha finalizado la fase de
compromiso/promesas y continiia con fuerza en la fase de
cumplimiento de promesas. Participan 67 parroquias, con 7,456
generosos feligreses quienes donan a la campaiia. La meta de la
campafia sigue siendo fuerte en la cantidad de $18,000,000.00.

Las estadisticas generales de la campafia capital al 15 de abril

del 2023 son las siguientes:

TOTAL PLEDGES
$14,807,893.22

TOTAL PAID
$14,807,893.22

TOTAL BALANCE
$9,938,849.70

iEmocionantes noticias a la fecha de diciembre de 2022!
Las parroquias han recibido la gran cantidad de
$505,038.46 En participacion parroquial por su magnifico
trabajo en equipo con la campaiia

Gracias, parrocos, sacerdotes, personal parroquial y feligre-
ses por su generosa participacion y apoyo. La Campana Capital
Somos el Cuerpo de Cristo no podria tener éxito sin cada uno de

ustedes.

Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre el cumplimiento de su comprom-
iso, no dude en comunicarse con Martha Marmolejo, especialista
en cumplimiento de compromisos, para la Camparia Capital So-
mos El Cuerpo de Cristo, at 915-872-8412 ext. 137 o, por correo
electronico a mmarmolejo@elpasodiocese.org.

feligreses, de las iglesias que

se habian lanzado ya, se habian
comprometido con la campafia y
habian iniciado su participacion
de manera muy gentil y gener-
osa.

Alrededor del ultimo trimestre
de 2021, el Bloque 2CW reinicio
su lanzamiento y comenzo6 a
trabajar en su campafia y estaba
ya en marcha. El covid-19 habia
empezado a languidecer un poco

con algunas precauciones. A
principios de 2022, el Bloque 3
se lanz6 con la ayuda del per-
sonal diocesano, la empresa que
lo habia lanzado originalmente
se fue y el personal diocesano

se hizo cargo de mantener la
comunicacion con las parroquias
y los feligreses con seguimientos
y actualizaciones.
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Communion under both kinds a ‘fuller sign’ of the Eucharistic banquet

Fr. Michael Lewis, STL

At the beginning of Lent,
Bishop Mark allowed parishes in
the Diocese of El Paso to resume
distributing Holy Communion
under both kinds or species — as
the Body of Christ in the form
of consecrated bread and as the
Blood of Christ in the form of
consecrated wine. Over the last
two years, due to risks associated
with the global pandemic, only
the Body of Christ had been
distributed as Holy Communion
at Mass. But, once again, the
faithful are able to receive the
Eucharist in the way that Christ
commanded: “take and eat ...
take and drink” (Mt 26:26-28).

Holy Communion has a
“fuller form as a sign” when it
is received under both kinds,
the missal explains, because
the Eucharistic banquet is more
clearly evident. Indeed, for
the first thousand years of the
Church’s existence, Christians
received Holy Communion under
both kinds, imitating the practice
of Christ and the Apostles at
the Last Supper, but also that of
generations of disciples that fol-
lowed. By the late Middle Ages,
however, as the faithful began to
receive Communion very infre-
quently, the custom developed
that Communion was distributed
only after Mass and only in the
form of bread.

As part of the Second Vatican
Council’s efforts to restore the

practices of the early Church, the
1963 Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy again allowed for Com-
munion to be distributed under
both kinds to the faithful. Suffi-
cient ministers must be available,
however, so that Communion
can be distributed under both
kinds in an orderly and reverent
manner.

Even though receiving Com-
munion under both kinds is a
“fuller sign,” it must be empha-
sized that Christ is “truly, really,
and substantially contained” in
each species — bread or wine —
a teaching of the Church known
as “concomitance.” As St. Thom-
as Aquinas wrote, “Nothing is

lost by the Body being received
by the people without the Blood,
because ... the whole Christ is
present under either species.”

In other words, when someone
receives only the Body of Christ
or only the Blood of Christ, their
Communion is in no way defi-
cient or incomplete.

If a deacon assists at Mass, he
normally ministers the Blood of
Christ, since deacons have been
the “custodians of the chalice”
since antiquity. “Extraordinary”
ministers of Holy Communion
can be commissioned in each
parish to help the “ordinary”
ministers of Holy Communion
(priests and deacons), and are

in fact indispensable in most
parishes of the Diocese of El
Paso. However, the number of
lay Eucharistic ministers in many
parishes has dwindled since the
pandemic, and more are needed
to expeditiously distribute Com-
munion at Mass, especially under
both kinds.

Perhaps, then, the Lord is
calling you to serve in this min-
istry? The requirements for lay
ministers of Holy Communion
in the Diocese of El Paso are not
onerous. One must be at least 17
years old; have celebrated the
sacrament of Confirmation; be a
practicing Catholic, distinguished
in their Christian life, faith and

morals; and have a reverence
and devotion for the Eucharist.
If you think you are being called
to serve in this way, talk to your
parish pastor.

Whether as a minister of Holy
Communion or as one who
receives Holy Communion, all of
us are called to deepen our faith
in the Eucharistic mystery, where
Christ transforms our offerings
of bread and wine into spiritual
food and drink — his own Body
and Blood. May we approach
this great sacrament with thank-
fulness and praise, and may we
attain the promise of eternal life
for all who eat and drink it (Jn
6:54).

La Comunién Bajo Las Dos Especies Una ‘Expresion Mas Plena’ Del Banquete Eucaristico

Al comienzo de la Cuaresma,
el Obispo Mark permitio que las
parroquias de la Diocesis de El
Paso reanudaran la distribucion
de la Sagrada Comunion bajo las
dos especies: como el Cuerpo de
Cristo en forma de pan consagra-
do y como la Sangre de Cristo
en forma de vino consagrado.
Durante los dos ultimos afios,
debido a los riesgos asociados
a la pandemia mundial, so6lo se
habia distribuido el Cuerpo de
Cristo como Sagrada Comu-
nion en la Misa. Pero, una vez
mas, los fieles pueden recibir la
Eucaristia del modo que Cristo
ordend: “tomen y coman... tomen
y beban” (Mt 26,26-28).

La Sagrada Comunion tiene
una “expresion mas plena”
cuando se recibe bajo las dos

especies, explica el misal, porque
el banquete eucaristico es mas
claramente evidente. De hecho,
durante los primeros mil afios
de existencia de la Iglesia, los
cristianos recibieron la Sagrada
Comunion bajo ambas especies,
imitando la practica de Cristo
y de los Apéstoles en la Ultima
Cena, pero también la de las
generaciones de discipulos que
la siguieron. Sin embargo, a
finales de la Edad Media, cuando
los fieles empezaron a comulgar
con muy poca frecuencia, se
desarroll6 la costumbre de que
la Comunién se distribuyera s6lo
después de la Misa y unicamente
en forma de pan.

Como parte de los esfuerzos
del Concilio Vaticano II por
restaurar las practicas de la

Iglesia primitiva, la Constitucion
sobre la Sagrada Liturgia de
1963 permitio de nuevo que la
Comunion se distribuyera bajo
ambas formas a los fieles. Sin
embargo, debe haber suficientes
ministros disponibles para que
la Comunioén pueda distribuirse
bajo ambas especies de manera
ordenada y reverente.

Aunque recibir la Comunion
bajo las dos especies es una
“expresion mas plena”, hay que
subrayar que Cristo se contiene
“verdadera, real y substancial-
mente” en cada especie —pan o
vino—, una ensefianza de la Igle-
sia conocida como “concomitan-
cia”. Como escribié Santo Tomas
de Aquino: “Nada se pierde por
el hecho de que el pueblo reciba
el Cuerpo sin la Sangre, porque

... todo de Cristo esta presente
bajo cualquiera de las dos espe-
cies”. En otras palabras, cuando
alguien recibe so6lo el Cuerpo de
Cristo o solo la Sangre de Cristo,
su Comunion no es en modo
alguno deficiente o incompleta.
Si un diacono asiste a la Misa,
normalmente ministra la Sangre
de Cristo, ya que los diaconos
han sido los “custodios del
caliz” desde la antigiiedad. Los
ministros “extraordinarios” de la
Sagrada Comunion pueden ser
comisionados en cada parroquia
para ayudar a los ministros “or-
dinarios” de la Sagrada Comu-
nidn (sacerdotes y diaconos),
y de hecho son indispensables
en la mayoria de las parroquias
de la Di6cesis de El Paso. Sin
embargo, el nimero de ministros

laicos de la Eucaristia en muchas
parroquias ha disminuido desde
la pandemia, y se necesitan mas
para distribuir con prontitud la
Comunion en la Misa, especial-
mente bajo las dos especies.
(Quiza, entonces, el Sefor te
Ilama a servir en este ministerio?
Los requisitos para los ministros
laicos de la Sagrada Comunion
en la Didcesis de El Paso no
son onerosos. Hay que tener al
menos 17 afos; haber celebrado
el sacramento de la Confir-
macion; ser catdlico practicante,
distinguido en su vida cristiana,
en su fe y en su moral; y tener
reverencia y devocion por la Eu-
caristia. Si crees que estas llama-
do a servir de este modo, habla
con el parroco de tu parroquia.

The Shepherd's Corner

Gifts § Books

Hours of Operation:

Monday & Tuesday 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Wednesday - Friday 9 am -12 pm
Saturday 3rd and 4th Saturday 10 am -1pm

Saturday 5 - 6

Sunday 10 am - 2:30 pm & 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

St. Luke Catholic Church
930 E. Redd Road, El Paso Texas 79912
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SIDEWALK JESUS

Janet M. Crowe

Background music floated
around the corners of the large
room while snatches of conversa-
tion drifted in and around small
groups of people, wandering
between and among them as well
as bumping into other topics of
conversation when the people me-
andered over to talk to old friends
or new acquaintances.

A young professional-looking
woman wearing a navy blue skirt,
light colored blouse and heels
strolled along beside the long
table in the center of the room,
perusing the abundant selections
of finger foods arrayed on the
table. Her hand wavered over
a couple of plates stacked with
goodies before she picked up the
nearby tongs and chose a few
yummy-looking tidbits.

“Aren’t these clever party
plates!” exclaimed a woman from
the other side of the table. “A
wine glass fits perfectly in this
little slotted hole on the side of
the plate, and that lets me have a
free hand to fill up my plate with
some of these goodies.

“Yes,” agreed the professional

Columnists

Every Day is Mother’s Day

woman. “Lauren always throws
such lovely parties. I'm Betty, by
the way.” She held out her hand
in greeting to the woman across
the table, then they both laughed
when the other woman automati-
cally reached across the table but
immediately withdrew it when
she realized she had a serving
spoon dripping with queso sauce.

“I guess my chips would be a
better place for my queso than
your hand,” she said with a laugh.
“I’'m Yolanda.”

“Have you tried Lauren’s egg-
rolls, yet?” asked Betty. “She is
such an excellent cook.”

“Oh, yes,” said Yolanda. “She
is talented in so many ways. She’s
a teacher and with her creativity,
she makes her classes so inter-
esting and fun for the students.

I hope my children will one day
be fortunate enough to be in her
class.”

“Oh, I know,” said Betty.
“Lauren is a jewel. I'm a school
psychologist and she and I have
worked together on a few proj-
ects.”

“That must be very interest-
ing,” Yolanda said, as the women
walked away from the table.

“So, what do you do?” Betty
asked, taking a sip of her wine.

“I’m a stay-at-home mom with
two adorable children,” smiled
Yolanda.

“Oh, that must be wonderful,
not having to work and being able
to do what you want every day,”
gushed Betty.

“Oh, yes,” sighed Yolanda,
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“I just sit around and eat bon-
bons all day.” Glancing around
the room she tried to spot her
husband or someone she knew.
She had endured this type of
conversation many times before
and had no desire to be patronized
once again by someone who had
no idea what it meant to be a full-
time mom.

“Oh, I’'m sorry,” apologized
Betty, “I didn’t mean to sound
like I thought your job was easy.
I was just a little jealous at your

freedom to set your own hours
rather than having an 8 to 5 job.”

Yolanda laughed mirthlessly,
“Well, I don’t have an 8 to 5 job,
that’s for sure. It’s more like 24/7
but I love it and wouldn’t trade
for the world.”

“What makes it enjoyable?”
Betty asked.

Yolanda stifled a sigh but then
studied Betty’s face and realized
that the woman was honestly in-
terested rather than being conde-
scending. “Well,” she hesitated by

dipping a chip in her queso before
answering, “I am blessed with
two wonderful but demanding
little ones. There are no standard
operating procedures or instruc-
tion manuals to use. On any
given day, the two can encounter
the same situation but react in
totally different ways. What might
have solved a problem yester-
day doesn’t work today or what
always works with one of them,
never works with the other.

MAKING SENSE OF BIOETHICS

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

In 1978, Charles E. Rice, a
former Professor of Law at Notre
Dame Law School made this pre-
diction in his book Beyond Abor-
tion: The Theory and Practice:

“The abortion of the future
will be by pill, suppository, or
some other do-it-yourself meth-
od. At that point the killing of a
baby will be wholly elective and
private. We have, finally, caught
up with the pagan Romans who
endowed the father, the pater
familias, with the right to kill his
child at his discretion. We give
that right to the mother. But it is
all the same to the victim.”

His prediction was prescient,
given that “chemical abortions”
are now widely available in the
form of the French abortion pill,
RU-486. The abortion pill has
been available in the U.S. since
2000. By 2008, approximately
25 percent of abortions prior to
9 weeks relied on RU- 486, also
known as mifepristone. A 2010
scientific review on RU-486
noted that chemical abortion

Undoing a Chemical

“has been used successfully

in the medical termination of
pregnancy for over 25 years, and
the method is registered in 35
countries.”

In recent years, there has been
a small but important glimmer of

light piercing through this dark
backdrop of widespread RU-

486 utilization, namely, that it

is sometimes possible to reverse
a chemical abortion if a woman
comes to regret her decision soon
after taking the abortion pill.

Carrying out a chemical
abortion actually requires two
different pills to be taken sequen-
tially. RU-486 is administered
prior to reaching the 10th week
of pregnancy, and about two days
later, a hormone called miso-
prostol is given that causes con-
tractions and expels the unborn
child. Reversal may be possible
when the second pill has not yet
been taken.

RU-486 itself is often de-
scribed as a “progesterone
antagonist” or as an “anti-pro-
gesterone.” These names indicate
the extent of its hostility towards
the vital hormone, progesterone.
What this means is that RU-486
blocks progesterone, a hormone
needed to build and maintain the
uterine wall during pregnancy.
Thus, RU-486 can either prevent
a developing human embryo
from implanting in the uterus, or
it can kill an implanted embryo

by essentially starving her or him
to death.

The reversal technique relies
on using progesterone itself to
counteract the effects of the abor-
tion pill. In a study published in
the Annals of Pharmacotherapy
in December, 2012, successful
reversal was reported for four
of six women who took RU-
486; these women were able to
carry their pregnancies to term
after receiving an intramuscular
injection of progesterone. Since
2012, dozens of other women
have successfully re- versed their
chemical abortions. Thus far,
no side effects or complications
associated with reversal of the
abortion pill have been reported.

On the other hand, the abortion
pill itself has notable side effects
and risks associated with its use.
Common side effects include:
uterine cramps, high blood
pressure, bleeding not related to
the menstrual period, overgrowth
of the uterine lining, stomach
cramps, dizziness, reduced blood
potassium, and nausea. Some
women also experience fever,
chills and infection.

Among the more serious pos-
sible side effects would be death
of both mother and child arising
from endomyometritis (infection
of the uterine lining) and septic
shock. A December, 2005 article
in the New England Journal of
Medicine indicated that women

Abortion

are about ten times more likely to
die from RU-486 abortions

than surgical abortions in early
pregnancy, partly because of the
risk of infection.

Another complication of using
RU-486 is incomplete abortion,
with embryonic/fetal parts re-
maining. In the first six years of
RU-486 avail- ability in Austra-
lia, for example, there were 792
reports of adverse effects, 579
of which pertained to parts of
the embryo/fetus remaining, and
126 of these required follow-up
surgical abortion.

Time is clearly of the essence:
the longer a woman waits after
taking RU-486 before attempting
a reversal, the lower the like-
lihood of success. Health care
professionals should be- come
informed about the possibility of
using progesterone to reverse the
effects of RU-486 in women who
have begun the chemical abor-
tion process and then changed
their minds. The website for the
Abortion Pill Reversal Program,
a national effort to encourage and
support abortion pill reversal,
can be found at: http://abortion-
pillreversal.com/. As noted on
the site,

“The Abortion Pill Reversal
Program has a network of over
200 physicians worldwide that
assist the women that call our

hot line. This hotline is
manned 24 hours a day,7 days a

week by one of our Registered
Nurses... if you’ve taken the
abortion pill, it may not be too
late. Call 877- 558-0333 right
away.”

This remarkable initiative
has already saved the lives of
many children, and has brought
the blessing of motherhood to
fruition for many women who
recognized the mistake they had
made in taking the abortion pill.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk,
Ph.D. earned his doctorate in
neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard.
He is a priest of the diocese of
Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics
Center in Philadelphia. Father
Tad writes a monthly column
on timely life issues. From stem
cell research to organ dona-
tion, abortion to euthanasia, he
offers a clear and compelling
analysis of modern bioethical
questions, addressing issues
we may confront at one time or
another in our daily living. His
column, entitled “Making Sense
of Bioethics” is nationally syn-
dicated in the U.S. to numerous
diocesan newspapers, and has
been reprinted by newspapers in
England, Canada, Poland and
Australia.



The Rio Grande Catholic

VIDA DEL ESPIRITU

)

o
=
-

An

Padre Wilson Cuevas

4

Las peliculas, los programas
de television y los comerciales,
todos nos animan a compararnos
con los actores, celebridades y
modelos que vemos. No hace
falta decir, sin estilistas, sin ropa
de marca, ni photoshop, nos
quedamos cortos. Nos sentimos
insatisfechos con nuestras vidas
y nos preguntamos que falta. In-
evitablemente hacemos una nue-
va compra o al menos enfrenta-
mos la tentacion de comprar algo
que ayudara a que nos sintamos
mejor con nosotros mismos.

De manera similar, cada vez
que navegamos por Facebook
0 paginas personales, estamos
tentados a comparar. Todo el
mundo parece tan feliz y exitoso
en sus fotografias cuando viajan
a lugares exdticos, conocen a
otras personas exitosas, y por
lo general disfrutan de una vida
increible. Sus familias parecen
felices y sanas, con ganas de es-
tar juntos y disfrutar de su mutua
compaiiia. Nuestras vidas no
pueden ni deberian compararse.
Esas son fantasias, sean proyect-
adas por personas que tratan de
hacer dinero con nuestra envidia
e inseguridad o por nuestra pro-
pia imaginacion.

Dios provee todo lo que usted
necesita. No pierda de vista
hoy lo que usted tiene por estar
concentrado en lo que no tiene.
Aunque no siempre podemos
sentirnos tan preparados como
nos gustaria para hacer frente a
los problemas o subministrar a
otros una ayuda oportuna, Dios
siempre nos equipa con lo que
necesitamos. A veces esto puede
requerir que seamos ingeniosos,
creativos e innovadores, lo cual
es en si mismo parte de su plan.
Pero nunca debemos sentirnos
inseguros o temerosos de hacer
lo que El pide porque no
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tengamos los recursos o las
herramientas adecuadas.

En una nueva posicion, sin
embargo, a menudo es un reto
demostrar lo que vale. Usted no
quiere hablar demasiado y parece
como si no valorara el escuchar.
Pero no quiere parecer demasia-
do tranquilo y reservado o peor
aun distante. Usted quiere dem-
ostrar sus habilidades sin parecer
arrogante o presumido. La may-
oria de la gente esta de acuerdo
que la mejor manera de dem-
ostrar su valor a sus compaferos
de trabajo o a sus amigos y con-
ocidos es actuar con el ejemplo.
La comunicacion es importante y
no se puede ignorar. Pero lo que
hace habla mas fuerte que lo que
dice. Los demads estaran atentos a
ver si ambos coinciden, pero, lo

mas importante, estaran apren-
diendo lo que a usted lo motiva.
Muestre hoy a otros como usted
estad investido del poder de Dios
para forzarse por la excelencia en
todo lo que hace.

Cuando nuestra fe se encoge,
ademas se siente demasiada
pequeiia para los desafios que
enfrentamos en la vida. Nuestras
dudas empujan nuestra confian-
za en Dios y lo que creemos y
valoramos se debilita profunda-
mente. Nuestras perdidas y de-
cepciones crean bandas apretadas
que exprimen nuestro compro-
miso con Dios, con desanimo y
perdida de interés por la calidad
en la relacion, lo cual requiere
atencion diaria.

Debemos invertir en nuestra
relacion con nuestro Padre si

esperamos perseverar en los
tiempos dificiles y confiar en El.
Es dificil confiar en alguien que
usted no conoce. No permita que
su fe se encoja, se disminuya.
Invierta en ella hoy pasando
tiempo con el Seflor en oracion

y estudio de la Biblia. Busque

en la Internet un estudio Biblico
o comentarios que le ayuden a
alimentar su fe y espiritualidad
en Dios. Seleccione algunos
pasajes Biblicos que toquen mas
su corazon y aviven mas su amor
y confianza en Dios. Ahora mas
que nunca debemos practicar el
unico remedio para el alma: la
verdad de la Palabra de Dios, la
belleza de su creacion y el tiem-
po en oracioén a solas con El. Una
vez que una imagen esta en nues-
tra mente no podemos quitarla.

Podemos tratar de olvidarla, pero
sigue estando dentro de nosotros.
La unica manera que podemos
superar nuestro miedo, preocu-
pacién e impato es someterla al
Sefior.

Concéntrese hoy en las cosas
buenas que Dios esta haciendo
a su alrededor. Medite en su
Palabra y en la poderosa y pos-
itiva transformacion que El esta
obrando en su vida. Celebre las
maravillosas maneras en que esta
proveyendo para los necesit-
ados, sanando a los enfermos
y consolando a los que estan
solos... Recuerde que el Sefior a
esta contigo para ser tu amigo y
tu guia. No mas confia y sigue
adelante.!

Nowadays, Movies, TV shows,
and commercials all encourage
us to compare ourselves to the
actors, celebrities, and models
we see. Without stylists, name-
brand clothes, or Photoshop, we
fall short. We feel dissatisfied
with our lives and wonder what
is missing. Inevitably we make a
new purchase, or at least we are
tempted to buy something to help
us feel better about ourselves.

Similarly, we are again
tempted to compare whenever
we browse through Facebook or
social media pages. Everyone
seems so happy and successful
in their photographs when they
travel to exotic places, meet with
other successful people, and gen-
erally enjoy an incredible life.
Their families seem happy and
healthy, eager to be together and
enjoying their mutual company.
But our lives cannot and should
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not be compared. Those fantasies
are projected on us by people
who try to make money through
envy and insecurity or by our
imagination.

God provides us with every-
thing we need. Keep sight of
what you have today by focusing
on what you don’t have. Al-
though we may not always feel
as prepared as we would like to
deal with problems or provide
others with needed help, God
always equips us with what
we need. Sometimes this may
require that we become resource-
ful, creative, and innovative,
which is part of His plan. But we
should always feel confident and
confident to do what He asks be-
cause we need the right resources
or tools.

However, when in a new
position, it’s often a challenge
to prove your worth. You don’t

want to talk too much and
don’t value listening. But you
don’t want to appear too calm,
reserved, or even distant. You
want to demonstrate your skills
without appearing arrogant or
conceited. Most people will
agree that the best way to display
your value to your co-workers,
friends, and acquaintances is
by example. Communication is
essential and must be addressed.
But what you do speaks louder
than what you say. Others will
be more attentive to see if both
coincide, but, most importantly,
they will learn what motivates
them. Show others how you are
endowed with God’s power to
force yourself to achieve excel-
lence in everything you do.
When our faith shrinks, it
feels as if it is too small for the
challenges we face in life. Our
doubts push away our trust in

God, and what we believe and
value is deeply weakened. Our
losses and disappointments
create a tightness that squeezes
out our commitment to God,
with discouragement and loss
of interest in the quality of any
relationship that requires daily
attention.

We must invest in our relation-
ship with our Heavenly Father to
persevere in difficult times and
trust Him. But it’s hard to trust
someone you don’t know. Do
not allow your faith to shrink or
diminish. Invest in it today by
spending time with the Lord in
prayer and Bible study. Search
the Internet for a Bible study
or commentaries to help you
nurture your faith and spirituality
in God. Select some Biblical pas-
sages that touch your heart more
and enliven your love and trust
in God. Now more than ever, we

must practice the only remedy
for the soul:
*The Truth of the Word of God
*The beauty of His creation
*Time in prayer alone with Him

Once we have an image in our
minds, we cannot erase it. We
can try to forget it, but it remains
within us. We can only overcome
our fear, worry, and impatience is
to submit it to the Lord.

Focus today on the good
things God is doing around you.
Meditate in His Word and the
powerful and positive transfor-
mation He is working on in your
life. Celebrate the beautiful ways
He provides for those in need,
healing the sick, and comforting
those alone... Remember that
the Lord is with you to be your
friend and your guide. Just trust
in Him and keep going!
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By Tina Edwards-Milam
Ministy Appeal Coordinator

Being disciples of Jesus Christ,
as good stewards of our faith,
we are called to be committed
to living the Gospel and pro-
viding support to our ministries
and outreach that addresses the
corporal and spiritual needs of the
community.

The Tigua Native American
Ministry helps to preserve the
presence and identity of the
people of Ysleta del Sur while
respecting their diversity. The
ministry strives to meet the
growing needs of the pueblo
while fostering their continued
spiritual growth and formation
while empowering them to live in
harmony, strengthening both their
Catholic and Native spirituality.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo (“the
Pueblo or YDSP”) is one of
three federally recognized Native
American tribes and sovereign
nations and the only Pueblo in
the State of Texas. The Tribal
community known as “Tigua”
established Ysleta del Sur in 1682
after leaving their homelands of
the Quarai Pueblo due to drought.
The current YDSP population is
approximately 4,226 members
nationwide. Thirteen miles from
downtown El Paso, Ysleta, Texas,
has been home to the Tigua

people for over 300 years. YDSP
is the oldest community in Texas
and the oldest running govern-
ment since its establishment

in 1682. The Pueblo’s culture
continues to flourish as each
generation proudly promulgates
its heritage.

The Tigua Ministry provides
an array of support to the Tiguas
by visiting the homebound elders,
providing bereavement support
to families, assisting with funeral
preparation, and following up
with home visits and phone calls,
also collaborating with the Pueb-
lo’s PK (Tuy Pathu PreK center)
to continue visits to the Mission.

Here is a brief list of the
fantastic Tigua ministries and the
community they serve: The Pueb-
lo Youth Ministry, where children
learn extensively about their
Catholic faith. The Pueblo Elders,
where a presence is maintained
to visit the elder center, home &
hospital visits. The Pueblo Feast,
where elven traditional feast days
are celebrated. All Souls, where
families gather together to pray,
celebrate, and honor the lives
of the departed tribal members.
Advent, where the tradition of the
Posada is celebrated in prepara-
tion for the Birth of Christ and the
dance after Christmas Eve Mass.
Lent, where the “Via Crucis” is
prayed and the Way of the Cross

Foundation
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The Tigua Native American Ministry helps to preserve the presence and identity of the people of Ysleta
del Sur. The ministry strives to meet the growing needs of the pueblo while fostering their continued
spiritual growth, strengthening both their Catholic and Native spirituality. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros

is deeply reflected.

Fr. Miguel Briseno, OFM,
along with his Progress: Catholic
Ministry Appeal Leaders, are
fully committed to the appeal be-
cause of the substantial benefits to
the parish from the annual appeal
and the significant impact of the
Tigua Ministry in the parish of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.

The Tigua ministry has out-
standing success to celebrate due
to its extensive calendar of events
and heartfelt faith. Celebrations
include the celebration of the

patron saint of the Pueblo, Saint
Anthony of Padua, and the Feast
Day of St. John the Baptist, to
mention a few briefly. Their Cal-
endar of Events goes on and on.
Together, the relationships
throughout the Tigua community
and the support of the Progress:
Catholic Ministry Appeal have
been strengthened. United, the
community celebrates the bless-
ings of God’s gifts in a continued
committed effort and collabora-
tion to ensure the ongoing good
works of their ministries. The

Tigua’s faith and heritage are
something to be admired and
supported.

You, too, can significantly
impact the beautiful works in
support of the Tigua Ministry
by contributing to the Catholic
Ministry Appeal or contacting
the Progress Catholic Ministry
Annual Appeal Director Tina
Edwards-Milam at the Catholic
Foundation at tedwards-milam(@
catholicfoundationelpaso.org or
915-872-8412.

El Ministerio de los Nativos Americanos Tigua

Por Tina Edwards-Milam
Ministy Appeal Coordinator

Being disciples of Jesus Christ,

as Siendo discipulos de Jesucris-
to, como buenos administradores
de nuestra fe, estamos llamados
a comprometernos a vivir el
Evangelio y proporcionar apoyo
a nuestros ministerios y activi-
dades de extension que atiendan
las necesidades corporales y
espirituales de la comunidad.

El Ministerio Nativo Ameri-
cano Tigua ayuda a preservar la
presencia e identidad del pueblo
de Ysleta del Sur respetando
su diversidad. El ministerio
se esfuerza por satisfacer las
crecientes necesidades del
pueblo, fomentando al mismo
tiempo su continuo crecimiento
y formacion espiritual y capac-
itandoles para vivir en armonia,
fortaleciendo tanto su espirituali-
dad catolica como su espirituali-
dad indigena.

El Pueblo Ysleta del Sur (“el
Pueblo”) es una de las tres tribus
nativas americanas y naciones
soberanas reconocidas a nivel
federal y el unico Pueblo del
Estado de Texas. La comunidad
tribal conocida como “Tigua”
establecio en Ysleta del Sur en
1682 tras abandonar sus tierras
natales del Pueblo Quarai debido
a la sequia. La poblacion actual
de YDSP es de aproximadamente
4.226 miembros en todo el pais.
A trece millas del centro de El
Paso, Ysleta, Texas, ha sido el
hogar del pueblo Tigua durante
mas de 300 afios. YDSP es la
comunidad mas antigua de Texas
y el gobierno en funciones mas
antiguo desde su creacion en
1682. La cultura del Pueblo sigue
floreciendo a medida que cada
generacion promulga con orgullo
su herencia.

El Ministerio Tigua proporcio-
na una gran variedad de apoyo a
los Tiguas visitando a los ancia-

nos confinados en sus hogares,
proporcionando apoyo en el
duelo a las familias, ayudando en
la preparacion de los funerales,
y haciendo un seguimiento con
visitas a domicilio y llamadas
telefonicas, colaborando también
con el PK del Pueblo para con-
tinuar las visitas a la Mision.
Aqui esta una breve lista de
los fantasticos ministerios de
Tigua y de la comunidad a la
que sirven: El Ministerio de la
Juventud Pueblo, donde los ninos
aprenden ampliamente sobre su
fe catolica. El Pueblo Ancianos,
donde se mantiene una presencia
para visitar el centro de ancianos,
visitas a domicilio y hospital.
La Fiesta del Pueblo, donde se
celebran las once fiestas tradicio-
nales. Todos los Fieles Difuntos,
donde las familias se retinen
para rezar, celebrar y honrar la
vida de los miembros difuntos
de la tribu. Adviento, donde se
celebra la tradicion de la Posada
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of FAITH
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nuestra
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jhaga Su Donaciéon Hoy!

en preparacion del Nacimiento
de Cristo y el baile después de la
Misa de Nochebuena. Cuaresma,
donde se reza el “Via Crucis”

y se reflexiona profundamente
sobre el Via Crucis.

El P. Miguel Briseno, OFM,
junto con los Lideres del Pro-
greso: Campana Catolica de los
Ministerios, estan totalmente
comprometidos con la Campaiia
debido a los beneficios sustan-
ciales para la parroquia de la
Campana anual y el impacto sig-
nificativo del Ministerio Tigua en
la parroquia de Nuestra Sefiora
del Monte Carmelo.

El ministerio Tigua tiene un
éxito extraordinario que celebrar
debido a su amplio calendario
de eventos y a su fe de corazon.
Las celebraciones incluyen la
fiesta del patron del Pueblo, San
Antonio de Padua, y la fiesta de
San Juan Bautista, por mencionar
brevemente algunas. Su calen-
dario de eventos sigue y sigue.

Juntos, las relaciones en toda
la comunidad de Tigua y el
apoyo del Progreso: Campaiia
Catolica de los Ministerios se
han fortalecido. Unidos, la comu-
nidad celebra las bendiciones de
los dones de Dios en un esfuerzo
y colaboracion comprometidos
y continuos para garantizar las
buenas obras en curso de sus
ministerios. La fe y la herencia
de Tigua son algo digno de admi-
racion y apoyo.

Usted también puede tener
un impacto significativo en las
hermosas obras de apoyo al
Ministerio Tigua contribuyendo
a Progreso: Camparia Catolica
de Los Ministerios o poniéndose
en contacto con la directora de
la Campania Anual Progreso,
Tina Edwards-Milam, en la Fun-
dacion Catdlica en tedwards-mi-
lam@catholicfoundationelpaso.
orgoenel 915-872-8412.

GOAL: $1,900,000

$844,283
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$495,131
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Communication And Social Media Essential Ministry For Evangelization

By Karina Sandoval
Stewardship Coordinator

The Catholic Foundation in
collaboration with Tepeyac insti-
tute offered a Social Media and
Communications workshop in
March of this year and facilitator
Karina Sandoval, Stewardship
Coordinator for the Catholic
Foundation was impressed to
see the participants response to
create communication projects
that assists the evangelization in
our diocese, where more than 4.5
billion people use social media
worldwide currently.

In October of 2022, the average
Mass attendance count results for
El Paso was of 51,000 individu-
als attending Mass on Sundays,
therefore before the pandemic in
2019, more than 64,000 individ-
uals attended Sunday services in
the Diocese of El Paso. “We are
seeing an 18% -30% drop in Mass
attendance since 2019 with an
average closer to 30%, among the
dioceses we are working with,”
Dan Celluci, CEO of the Catho-
lic Leadership Institute told the
National Catholic Reporter

“I believe if people are daily us-
ing social media for communica-
tion with each other, why not use
social media as a way of evange-
lization to continue inviting the

community back to parishes and
Sunday Masses” Karina Sando-
val mentions in the Social Media
and Communications workshop
where she invites participants to
be guided by the Holy Spirit to
attend the needs of evangelization
in our world today and create
communication projects that
facilitate the message of the Good
News.

“We would like to create a
30-second video that includes a
message from our Pastor inviting
people back to the parish?” “We
created a St. Valentine’s dance
event and we promoted it in our
parish social media consistently
and it was a success... people felt
they were back to normality after
the pandemic.” Some of the com-
ments from the recent March’s
workshop. Also, participants
were asked to create a messaging
group after the workshop where
they are able to share ideas and
projects with each other from
their parishes. Participant parishes
were: San Antonio de Padua, San
Pedro de Jesus Maldonado, St.
Mark’s, St. Luke’s and Our Lady
of the Valley.

“At all times the Church carries
the responsibility of reading the
sign of the times and of inter-
preting them in the light of the
gospel if it is to carry out its task.”

-Vatican Council II. The need of
social media and communications
ministries in our parishes is essen-
tial to continue the evangelization
of the Good News and invite our
community back to parishes and
Sunday Mass.

We invite you to contact your
Pastor or Parish Administrator
and share your ideas to invite the
community back to parishes and
Sunday Mass, “Go into the whole
world and proclaim the Gospel to
every creature.” Mark 16:15

For more information about
a life of Stewardship and Social
Media Communications please
contact Karina Sandoval at ksan-
doval@catholicfoundationelpaso.
org or at 915-872-8412.

Comunicacion Y Redes Sociales: Un Servicio Esencial Para La Evangelizacion

Por Karina Sandoval
Stewardship Coordinator

La Fundacion Catolica en
colaboracion con el Instituto
Tepeyac ofreci6 un taller de
Medios Sociales y Comunica-
ciones en marzo de este aflo y
la facilitadora Karina Sandoval,
Coordinadora de Mayordomia
de la Fundacion Catdlica quedo
impresionada al ver la respuesta
de los participantes para crear
proyectos de comunicacion que
ayuden a la evangelizacion en
nuestra didcesis, donde mas de
4.5 billones de personas utilizan
los medios sociales en todo el
mundo actualmente.

En octubre de 2022, el pro-
medio de asistencia a misa en El

THE

Paso fue de 51,000 personas que
asistieron a misa los domingos,
por lo tanto, antes de la pandemia
en 2019, mas de 64,000 personas
asistieron a los servicios domini-
cales en la Didcesis de El Paso.
“Estamos viendo una caida del
18% -30% en la asistencia a misa
desde 2019 con un promedio mas
cercano al 30%, entre las didcesis
con las que estamos trabajan-
do”, dijo Dan Celluci, CEO del
Instituto de Liderazgo Catoélico al
National Catholic Reporter
“Creo que si la gente esta
usando diariamente los medios
sociales para comunicarse entre
si, ¢por qué no usar los medios
sociales como una forma de evan-
gelizacion para seguir invitando
a la comunidad a regresar a las

parroquias y a las misas domini-
cales?” menciona Karina Sando-
val en el taller Social Media and
Communications donde invita a
los participantes a dejarse guiar
por el Espiritu Santo para atender
las necesidades de evangelizacion
en nuestro mundo actual y crear
proyectos de comunicacion que
faciliten el mensaje de la Buena
Nueva.

“Nos gustaria crear un video de
30 segundos que incluya un men-
saje de nuestro parroco invitando
a la gente a volver a la parro-
quia...”. “Creamos un evento de
baile de San Valentin y lo promo-
cionamos en los medios sociales
de nuestra parroquia constante-
mente y fue un éxito... la gente
sinti6 que volvia a la normalidad

después de la pandemia”. Algunos
de los comentarios del reciente
taller de marzo. Ademas, se pidid
a los participantes que crearan un
grupo de mensajeria después del
taller en el que pudieran compartir
ideas y proyectos con los demas
de sus parroquias. Las parroquias
participantes fueron: San Antonio
de Padua, San Pedro de Jesus
Maldonado, San Marcos, San
Lucas y Nuestra Sefiora del Valle.
“En todo tiempo la Iglesia tiene
la responsabilidad de leer el signo
de los tiempos e interpretarlos a la
luz del Evangelio si quiere cum-
plir su tarea.” -Concilio Vaticano
II. La necesidad de medios socia-
les y ministerios de comunicacion
en nuestras parroquias es esencial
para continuar la evangelizacion

de la Buena Nueva e invitar a
nuestra comunidad a regresar a las
parroquias y a la Misa dominical.
Le invitamos a ponerse en con-
tacto con su parroco o adminis-
trador parroquial y compartir sus
ideas para invitar a la comunidad
a volver a las parroquias y a la
misa dominical. “Id por todo el
mundo y proclamad el Evangelio
a toda criatura”. Marcos 16:15
Para mas informacion sobre
una vida de Corresponsabilidad
v Comunicacion Social por favor
contacta con Karina Sandoval en
ksandoval@catholicfoundationel-
paso.org o en el 915-872-8412.
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CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE

Includes a 3 Day Aegean Sea Cruise

Fr. Frank Lopez - St. Matthews
September 15 - 24, 2023

y& STEPS OF ST. PAUL/GREECE

ATHENS - THESSALONIKI - PHILIPPI - DELPHI
METEORA - CORINTH - MEKONOS - CRETE
EPHESUS (HOUSE OF MARY) - SANTORINI +
Walk in the footsteps of St. Paul as we explore
the treasures and beauty of this magical country.
$4.999 Includes R/T Air from El Paso

Father Ed Roden-Lucero - Holy Land
8 Day Pilgrimage
October 18-25, 2023
JERUSALEM - BETHLEHEM - MT. TABOR - CANA
HOLY SEPULCHER (Daily Masses)

Renew your Marriage at Cana - Renew your Baptism
in the Jordan River. And so much more!

$4,399 Includes R/T Air from El Paso
Based on Double Occupancy

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE

‘ RIVER CRUISE

Q& Fr. Nathan Mamo

\z CATHOLIC IRELAND
September 26 - October 7, 2023
(12 Days)

Knock Shrine - Cliffs of Moher - Daily Mass
Ring of Kerry - Blarney Castle - and More!

$4,799 trom El Paso (INCLUDES AIR)
Based on Double Occupancy

ENCHANTED RHINE RIVER
AUGUST 23 - 31, 2023

GERMANY-NETHERLANDS-FRANCE-SWITZERLAND
The Perfect Introduction to River Cruising!

Starting at $2,999 per person
Free DVD & Detailed Brochure Available

RIVER CRUISE

Vietnam/Cambodia
& Mekong River Cruise

Land Tour and River Cruise (16 Days)
JAN. 21 - FEB. 7, 2024 -
n

Starting at $4,748 per perso
Very Limited Space
Free DVD & Dt i ure Available

i

» RIVER CRUISE
é PARIS - NORMANDY

i SEINE RIVER v
% §  Aspril 14 - 25,2024 % '

Starting at $3,299 per person

PARIS - MONET’S HOME & GARDEN - HONFLEUF, AND MORE
Very Limited Space

Free DVD & Detailed Brochure Available

OCEAN CRUISE

OCEAN CRUISE

Fr. Ben Flores - Mother Cabrini

NORTHERN LIGHTS CRUISE

Bucket List Adventure
(Not a Pilgrimage)
London to Reykjavik
England - Brussels - Netherlands - Norway - Iceland

Sept. 14 - 26, 2024 (13 Days)
From $2,177 Per Person

2 Oceans & 1 Canal!

PANAMA CANAL CRUISE

Ft. Lauderdale - Los Angeles
8 Ports in 15 Days

Colombia - Panama - Costa Rica
Nicaragua - Huatulco & Puerto Vallarta, Mexico|

March 6 - 21, 2024 (16 Days)
From $1,419 Per Person

Travel wit Kerry

12653 Tierra Alzada Dr. El Paso, Texas 79938

915-591-4246 (Talk/Text) Kerry@TravelWK.com)




