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The People of God (in the Diocese) Call and Form a New Deacon

ByRev. Mariano H. Loépez (Director of Seminarians)

“We are so grateful for Christus and for a formation program in which we
can know the seminarians so closely,” shared Saint Pius X Parishioner Josie Lopez
at the diaconate ordination of the new Deacon Christus Alapini. The celebration
took place in Pecos, TX at Santa Rosa de Lima Parish with 25 concelebrating
priests, 20 seminarians, and 6 deacons who participated, among the faithful of
different parishes across the diocese. The West Texas Catholic Community in
Pecos graciously welcomed all of these guests into their beautiful community in
order to celebrate the grace of a new servant of the Church in the ministry of the
diaconate. The diaconate ministry is rooted in the Acts of the Apostles (Chapter
6) as the nascent Church seeks to continue with its ministry of proclaiming the
gospel and of true worship in the risen Lord, but there is a need to provide greater
service to the poor and marginalized. Seven men were chosen to serve in the new
ministry of the diaconate. The word “deacon” means “servant.” In the present
day, we are blessed with those who are called to this ministry of “service” for
those who are poor and marginalized in our Church. Our deacons have a special
calling to manifest the compassion of Christ. Like Christus, all priests are first
ordained deacons, which implies that they are called from that moment and into
their priesthood to be servants of the poor in the name of Christ.

While all deacons are called to the same ministry of service, each individual
comes forward from within their unique history to serve in the ministry of the
diaconate (and some in the priesthood at a later point; these are called transitional
deacons, like Christus who will shortly be ordained to the priesthood). Deacon
Christus was born and raised in Benin, Africa. As a young adult his first choice
for a career was to study law. Yet, in his effort to accomplish this endeavor, he
felt the Lord calling him to be a priest in the Americas. He immediately relocated
to Costa Rica and participated in priestly formation there for several years. Later
on, Father Rolando Fonseca, the Associate Vocation Director of the Diocese of El
Paso, invited him to discern priesthood for the Diocese of El Paso. Christus began
a discernment and application process with Father Miguel Angel Sanchez, who
was serving as the Diocesan Vocation Director, and was accepted as a seminarian
for the Diocese. Christus participated in the Saint Charles Introductory Formation
Program, in theological studies at Saint Mary’s Seminary in Houston and in
a Pastoral Internship Year at Santa Rosa de Lima in Pecos, TX (where he was

Ordained this past December).

At the end of his Ordination Mass, Christus expressed gratitude to all
who have been directly involved in leadership in his formation process. Yet, it
was striking to hear the new deacon share how the parishioners in the West Texas
Catholic Communities in Pecos had taught him “how to be a good Christian” and
he expressed a desire to continue following this example in this new vocation he is
now living.

We pray that the Lord may continue to call young men, like Christus, to
the diaconate and to the priesthood. We are grateful to be part of a Church that
nurtures vocations and is directly involved in their formation process. May the
Lord bring to completion the good work he has begun in this new

El Pueblo de Dios (en la Diocesis) Llama y Forma al Nuevo Diacono

Por Rev. Mariano H. Lopez (Director de Seminaristas)

“Estamos tan
agradecidos por Christus y por el programa de formacion por medio del cual
podemos conocer a los seminaristas tan cercanamente,” compartio Josie Lopez,
feligrés de San Pio X, en la ordenacion diaconal del nuevo Didcono Christus Alapini.
La celebracion se efectud en Pecos, TX en la Parroquia Santa Rosa de Lima con
25 sacerdotes concelebrando, 20 seminaristas, y 6 didconos que participaron, entre
los fieles de diferentes parroquias de toda la didcesis. La Comunidad Catolica del
Oeste de Texas en Pecos recibiéo muy atentamente a todos los invitados en su bella
comunidad para celebrar la gracia de un nuevo siervo de la Iglesia en el ministerio
del diaconado. El diaconado encuentra su origen en Hechos de los Apostoles
(Capitulo 6) cuando la iglesia busca continuar con su ministerio de proclamar el
evangelio y del culto auténtico al Sefior Resucitado, pero hay una gran necesidad
de proporcionar mayor servicio a los pobres y marginados. Siete hombres fueron
elegidos para servir en el nuevo ministerio del diaconado. La palabra “didcono”
significa “sirviente.” En la actualidad, estamos bendecidos con aquellos que
reciben el llamado a este ministerio de “servicio” para los pobres y marginados
en nuestra Iglesia. Nuestros diaconos tienen un llamado especial a manifestar la
compasion de Cristo. Como Christus, todos los sacerdotes primero son ordenados
didconos, que implica que estan llamados desde ese momento, y después en el
sacerdocio, a ser siervos de los pobres en nombre de Cristo.

Mientras todos reciben el llamado al mismo ministerio de servicio, cada
individuo llega, desde su historia particular, al servicio en el diaconado (y algunos
posteriormente en el sacerdocio; estos son llamados didconos transitorios, como
Christus que serd ordenado sacerdote dentro de poco). El Didcono Christus nacio,
y se crid, en Benin, Africa. Como adulto joven, su primera opcion fue tomar

Continuned from Page 13.

On January Ist the Church invites you to celebrate; it
is the sole solemnity to Our Holy Mary, Mother of God. Mary’s
motherhood opens a space of Salvation and Teaching, of the value of
Life and Motherhood. When Mary decided to have her Son, facing
the difficulties one might have with their betrothed and with all of
society, which judges’ single mothers unmercifully, she knew that
she was placing a heavy burden on herself. Her values, her integrity,
her respect for the supreme gift of life, makes us recognize her as
the Mother of God. There is the strength of motherhood, of being a
Mother...!

HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

la carrera de leyes. Sin embargo, al encaminarse en esta direccion, encontro el
llamado del Sefior al sacerdocio en las Américas. De inmediato se traslado a Costa
Rica y participo en la formacion sacerdotal alli por varios afios. Después, el Padre
Rolando Fonseca, Asistente Director Vocacional de la Diodcesis de El Paso, lo
invito a discernir el sacerdocio para la Didcesis de El Paso. Christus comenzé un
proceso de discernimiento y aplicacion con el Padre Miguel Angel Sanchez, quien
sirvié como Director Diocesano de Vocaciones, y fue aceptado como seminarista
de la Diodcesis. Christus particip6 en el Programa de Introductorio de San Carlos,
en estudios teoldgicos en el Seminario de Santa Maria en Houston y en un Afo
Pastoral en Santa Rosa de Lima en Pecos, TX (donde fue ordenado este pasado
diciembre).

Al final de la misa de ordenacion, Christus expres6 su gratitud a todos los
que han estado involucrados directamente en liderazgo en su proceso de formacion.
Sin embargo, los mas sorprendente fue escuchar al nuevo didcono compartir como
los feligreses de las Comunidades del Oeste de Texas en Pecos le ensefaron a “ser
un buen Cristiano” y expreso deseo de seguir este ejemplo en la nueva vocacion
que ahora vive.

Le pedimos al Sefior que contintie llamando a hombres jovenes, como
Christus, al diaconado y al sacerdocio. Estamos agradecidos de ser parte de una
Iglesia que nutre vocaciones y que esta directamente involucrada en el proceso
de formacion. jQue el Sefor lleve a su cumplimiento esta buena obra que ha
comenzado en este nuevo diacono!
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