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Bishop Seitz Visits with Holy Father

The Most Reverend Mark J. Seitz and the Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia, Rev. Benjamin Flores-Ruiz visit with the Holy Father, Pope Francis during the Region X Bish-
ops of Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma’s Ad Limina visit January 20 through Januray 24. See page 2 for Bishop Seitz’s reflection on his visit to the Eternal City. Photo courtesy of the
Vatican Office of Communications
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The annual Southwest March for Life last month was once again a success! About 1800 people showed up to
celebrate life and be a voice for the unborn. Story on Page 6 Photo by Fernie Ceniceros
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EDITOR’S COLUMN

fter ordering my decaf
americano at my corner
coffee shop, my number

one priority was to find the com-
fiest chair in the house. Mission
accomplished; Operation Comfy
Chair was in full effect. With
my trusty wireless earbuds, my
coffee, and my laptop fired up
and ready to go, I had one prob-
lem: what do I listen to? Usually
for this sort of work, I like to
listen to music without lyrics,
like classical music or jazz. But
this particular day, I was feeling
adventurous. So what did I do?

I decided to live life on the edge
and put my entire music library
on shuffle.

One the perks of my job at the
diocese is being the diocesan
photographer. Whenever people
ask what I’m up to these days,

I always give the answer, “I do
what I did in high school, only
now I actually get paid for it and
I don’t get in as much trouble

as [ used to.” Editing photos is
where I get to just pour myself

Editor’s Column

Prayers Transcend time

Fernie Ceniceros

into my work. I am very fortu-
nate and I thank God everyday
for giving me this skill.

So there I was, sitting in my
comfy chair with my cup of cof-
fee and I started digging through
the 100 or so photos I needed
to rank and edit. As I clicked
furiously, the music landed on a
song that was in my heavy rota-
tion 10 years ago. I stopped dead
in my tracks. All of a sudden it’s
2010. It’s amazing how music
can just teleport you back to a
very specific time. For me, this
song takes me to a not-so-happy
point in my life.

This particular song, The Fish-
erman’s Song by the indie band
Mae, was frequently on repeat
during the early part of that year,
particularly over the season of
Lent. 2010 was one of the tough-
est years in my career in public
relations. At that time, I had been
employed with one of the local
school districts for almost seven
years.

That year of 2010 God graced
me with a difficult work situation
involving the department [ was
in, and almost daily anxiety at-
tacks. I was forced to ask myself
questions. Why was I having
these panic attacks? How can
you help me feel better Lord?
My prayers were always focused
on removing the problem that
was affecting me in the moment
so I could go about my merry
way and not have to deal with
any underlying issues that were
causing my anxiety.

I was so despondent that I felt
it was very necessary for me to
visit a Blessed Sacrament Chapel

every single day. I usually prayed
the vespers for the day, and I
would sit in silence in His pres-
ence for about half an hour or so.
That time with Our Lord was a
way to combat the almost daily
panic attack that would come

as soon as [ got home to my
apartment, and for a time, it did
subside my panic attacks.

As I made it through the rest of
that year and the rest of my time
in that district, the panic attacks
subsided. Several years later, |
moved to a different school dis-
trict. At that time, I felt that my
prayers had been answered.

This January 21st, [ reached
the milestone of my first year
with the diocese. As I reflect
on the last ten years of my life,

I think back to the time I spent
in prayer and reflection with
our Lord ten years ago. I have
realized that, although I was
praying for deliverance from a
difficult situation, God’s answer
to my prayers was much bigger
than that. His answer was not
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just about my problems during
that time in my life. Rather, the
Lord has revealed to me that His
answers to prayers transcend
time and are not just about what
is hindering us in any troubling
moment.

He has revealed to me that
the answer to my prayers was
all in His time. Ten years of big
struggles have led to even bigger
successes. Ten years of learning
new skills, nurturing old and new
relationships, and personal and
professional growth have eventu-
ally led me to the service of you,
the people of God in the Diocese
of El Paso.

So let me take this time to
thank you, the people of our dio-
cese, for your prayers. Thank you
Lord Jesus for the gift of your
presence in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. All of this is not possible
without your love and mercy. |
will continue to pray that you
always find a place for me where
I am of service to you and your
people, the people of God.

La Oracion Trasciende el Tiempo

espués de ordenar mi
descafeinado americano
en mi cafeteria de la es-

quina, mi prioridad niimero uno
era encontrar la silla mas comoda
de la casa. Mision cumplida;
Operation Comfy Chair estaba en
pleno efecto. Con mis confiables
auriculares inalambricos, mi café
y mi computadora portatil en-
cendidos y listos para funcionar,
tuve un problema: ;qué escucho?
Por lo general, para este tipo

de trabajo, me gusta escuchar
musica sin letra, como la musica
clasica o el jazz. Pero este dia en
particular, me sentia aventurero.
(Entonces qué hice? Decidi vivir
la vida al limite y poner toda mi
biblioteca de musica en orden
aleatorio.

Una de las ventajas de mi
trabajo en la didcesis es ser el
fotografo diocesano. Cuando
la gente pregunta qué estoy
haciendo en estos dias, siempre
respondo: “Hago lo que hice en
la escuela secundaria, solo que
ahora me pagan y no me meto
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en tantos problemas como solia
hacerlo. Editar fotos es donde
me pongo a trabajar. Soy muy
afortunado y le agradezco a Dios
todos los dias por darme esta
habilidad.

Asi que alli estaba, sentado en
mi comoda silla con mi taza de
café y comencé a buscar entre
las 100 fotos que necesitaba para
clasificar y editar. Cuando hice
clic furiosamente, la musica ater-
riz6 en una cancion que estaba en
mi fuerte rotacion hace 10 afos.
Me detuve en seco. De repente,
es 2010. Es sorprendente como
la musica puede teletransportarte
a un momento muy especifico.
Para mi, esta cancion me lleva a
un punto no tan feliz de mi vida.

Esta cancion en particular, The
Fisherman’s Song de la banda
independiente Mae, se repitio
con frecuencia durante la primera
parte de ese aflo, especialmente
durante la temporada de Cuares-
ma. 2010 fue uno de los afios
mas dificiles en mi carrera en rel-
aciones publicas. En ese momen-

to, habia estado empleado en uno
de los distritos escolares locales
durante casi siete afios.

Ese afio de 2010 Dios me
honré con una situacion de
trabajo dificil que involucraba el
departamento en el que estaba y
ataques de ansiedad casi diarios.
Me vi obligado a hacerme pre-
guntas. ;Por qué estaba teniendo
estos ataques de panico? ;Como
puedes ayudarme a sentirme
mejor Seflor? Mis oraciones
siempre se enfocaron en elimi-
nar el problema que me estaba
afectando en ese momento para
que pudiera seguir mi camino
alegre y no tener que lidiar con
ningun problema subyacente que
causara mi ansiedad.

Estaba tan abatido que senti
que era muy necesario que Vis-
itara una Capilla del Santisimo
Sacramento todos los dias. Por lo
general, rezaba las visperas por
el dia, y me sentaba en silencio
en su presencia durante aprox-
imadamente media hora mas o
menos. Ese tiempo con Nuestro
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Sefior fue una forma de combatir
el ataque de panico casi diario
que se produciria tan pronto
como llegara a mi apartamento,
y por un tiempo, disminuy6 mis
ataques de panico.

Mientras sobrevivia el resto de
ese aflo y el resto de mi tiempo
en ese distrito, los ataques de
panico disminuyeron. Varios
afios después, me mudé a un
distrito escolar diferente. En ese
momento, senti que mis ora-
ciones habian sido respondidas.

Este 21 de enero, alcancé el
hito de mi primer afio con la
diocesis. Al reflexionar sobre los
ultimos diez anos de mi vida,
recuerdo el tiempo que pasé en
oracion y reflexion con nuestro
Sefior hace diez afios. Me di
cuenta de que, aunque estaba
orando por la liberacion de una
situacion dificil, la respuesta de
Dios a mis oraciones fue mucho
mas grande que eso. Su respuesta
no fue solo sobre mis prob-
lemas durante ese tiempo en mi
vida. Mas bien, el Sefior me ha
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revelado que sus respuestas a las
oraciones trascienden el tiempo
y no se trata solo de lo que nos
esta obstaculizando en cualquier
momento problematico.

Me ha revelado que la respues-
ta a mis oraciones estaba en su
tiempo. Diez afios de grandes
luchas han llevado a éxitos aun
mayores. Diez afios de aprender
nuevas habilidades, fomentar
relaciones viejas y nuevas, y el
crecimiento personal y profe-
sional finalmente me han llevado
al servicio de ustedes, el pueblo
de Dios en la Diodcesis de El
Paso.

Déjenme aprovechar este
momento para agradecerles
a ustedes, la gente de nuestra
didcesis, por sus oraciones.
Gracias Seflor Jesus por el regalo
de tu presencia en el Santisimo
Sacramento. Todo esto no es
posible sin su amor y misericor-
dia. Continuaré rezando para que
siempre encuentres un lugar para
mi donde esté al servicio de ti y
de tu pueblo, el pueblo de Dios.
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Roman Reflections: We are Not Forgotten!

e who live in El Paso
often think of our-
selves as living off in

a forgotten corner of the world.
We even wonder at times if our
fellow Texans know that we are
part of our State.

I have just returned from
the city that you might call the
Capital of the Catholic Church,
the city of Rome. Itis a long
journey crossing 8§ time zones.
The trip is a Pilgrimage required
for Bishops which takes place
about every 8 years. The official
short name is “Ad Limina Apos-
tolorum”, a Latin title which
translates, “To the Threshold of
the Apostles”. We go as part of
regions of the Church in the U.S.
Our region is made up of Texas,
Oklahoma and Arkansas. We
are made up of 18 Dioceses. 26
Bishops were part of our group.
We are one of the largest regions
in terms of the number of Dio-
ceses that make us up.

The trip is intended primarily
as a spiritual journey to strength-
en the connections with our roots
as a Church and particularly
to strengthen our mission as
Bishops to continue the work
that Jesus first entrusted to the
Apostles to preach, teach and
baptize in his name. To do this
we go to the place where the two
primary foundation stones upon
which Jesus built his Church,
St.s Peter and Paul, gave the
ultimate witness.

We concretize our closeness
to that foundation by praying
and celebrating Mass together at
the four major Basilica church-

es of Rome: St. John Lateran,
which is the Pope’s Cathedral,;
St. Peter’s Basilica, which is the
place where St. Peter is buried,
St. Paul’s Outside the Walls;
where St. Paul is buried; and St.
Mary Major, the earliest Church
in Rome that was dedicated to
Mary.

Of course, an unforgetta-
ble highlight of the trip is the
audience with the Successor of
St. Peter, Pope Francis. Even a
brief encounter with him would
have been a memorable treat.
Jesus promised that through the
ministry of Peter and his succes-
sors the Church would always
have the assurance of the Holy
Spirit to guide her and keep her
faithful. The Pope represents the
unity that all the Bishops have as
they carry on the work of Christ.
Through them the whole Church,
despite the weakness and sin-
fulness of all the members, has
the promise that Christ will be
present and at work until the end
of time.

Well, at our audience the Pope
didn’t limit himself to only a
meet and greet. After gracious-
ly greeting and speaking to a
group of priests and seminarians
who joined us, he sat down and
visited with us for more than 2%,
hours! There were no formal
presentations. Each Bishop had
presented an in depth report on
the life of the Church in our
dioceses some six months ago.
The Holy Father just invited
us to raise to him anything we
wished to inform him about or
to ask. We had a far ranging

discussion of trends that we see
in our region and in the Church
as a whole. The Pope shared
concerns and priorities of his.

One thing that came across
clearly, and this may sound
strange, is how deeply Catho-
lic he is! Have you ever heard
the rejoinder,”Is the Pope
Catholic?”, when a person is
wondering if something is true,
Well, in this time of turmoil and
disappointment and rejection of
practically every institution, I am
happy to reassure you that the
answer to the question about the
Pope is, “YES”! Yes, he is Cath-
olic to the core of his being!

Listening to him speak his
deep love of Christ, his utter fi-
delity to Christ’s teaching wheth-
er those teachings be in season
or out, and his profound desire
to follow the voice of the Holy
Spirit came through loud and
clear. What I think is difficult for
many who are influenced by the
secular spirit of our age is that
a man such as this, so trusting
in the power of the Spirit, is not
afraid to open the door to a dis-
cussion of difficult questions. It
is not a matter of having a prior
agenda. It is a search for answers
that often lie beyond what we
feeble humans can conceive.
Don’t worry, the Church has a
good captain at the helm!

The Pope had a couple real
surprises in store for me per-
sonally in our encounter. When
Fr. Ben Flores, the Pastor of
Blessed Sacrament Parish and
our Vicar General, and I intro-
duced ourselves to him he looked

at me and exclaimed, “jEste es
el obispo de mucha fama!” “This
is the very famous Bishop!”
Apparently he had heard about
our challenges here on the border
and recognized me as the Bishop
of this place. I received his
greeting as a word of encourage-
ment to all of our community for
the powerful witness we have
given in our welcome of people
in need at our border in fidelity
to the Gospel.

Later in our conversation with
the Holy Father as a group I took
the opportunity to remind him
of the events that took place in
El Paso on August 3rd. I told
him that a man filled with hate
had come from far away with the
desire to shoot as many people
of Mexican origin and immi-
grants as he could. I explained
that 22 were killed and another
26 were wounded. I specifically
mentioned Willie (Memo) Garcia
who continues to fight for his life
in Intensive Care.

My request of the Pope was
that he would send me back to
my Diocese with assurances
of his blessings and prayers,
especially for the victims and
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their families. I expected him to
simply give me that assurance.
Instead he asked me, “"How
many rosaries would you like?”
I was shocked by the question
and unsure of how to answer.
How many could I ask of the
Holy Father? I blurted out,
“20”. He summoned an aide and
whispered to him some instruc-
tions. Soon a large white bag
was brought in to the Pope. It
was the rosaries!

At the conclusion of our audi-
ence, Pope Francis beckoned me
to come forward and handed me
a bag heavy with rosaries. Not
20, but 50! I can hardly wait
to offer these signs of the Holy
Father’s closeness and blessings
to the families of those whose
lives were so drastically changed
on that awful day!

Yes, at times we in EI Paso
and all of west Texas may feel
as though we are in a forgotten
and unappreciated corner of the
world. Some people may not
give us our due. However that
may be, that is not the case with
the Vicar of Christ, Pope Francis!
We are very much in his heart.

It’s good to be home!

Reflexiones romanas: jNo estamos olvidados!

0S8 que vivimos en
WEI Paso a menudo

pensamos en nosotros
mismos como viviendo en un
rincon olvidado del mundo.
Incluso a veces nos pregunta-
mos si nuestros compaiieros
tejanos saben que somos parte
de nuestro estado.

Acabo de regresar de la ciu-
dad que podrias llamar la Capi-
tal de la Iglesia Catolica, la ciu-
dad de Roma. Es un largo viaje
que cruza 8 zonas horarias.

El viaje es una peregrinacion
requerida para los obispos que
se realiza aproximadamente
cada 8 afios. El nombre corto
oficial es “Ad Limina Apostol-
orum”, un titulo en latin que se
traduce como “Al umbral de los
apostoles”. Vamos como parte
de regiones de la Iglesia en los
Estados Unidos. Nuestra region
esta compuesta por Texas,
Oklahoma y Arkansas. Estamos
compuestos de 18 didcesis. 26
obispos eran parte de nuestro
grupo. Somos una de las re-
giones mas grandes en términos
de la cantidad de di6cesis que
nos componen.

El viaje estd pensado princi-
palmente como un viaje espir-
itual para fortalecer las conex-
iones con nuestras raices como
Iglesia y particularmente para
fortalecer nuestra misiéon como

Obispos de continuar el trabajo
que Jesus confio por primera
vez a los Apdstoles para predi-
car, ensefiar y bautizar en su
nombre. Para hacer esto, vamos
al lugar donde las dos piedras
fundamentales sobre las cuales
Jesus construyo su Iglesia, San
Pedro y San Pablo, dieron el
maximo testimonio.

Para concretar nuestra
cercania a esa base, rezamos y
celebramos la Misa juntos en
las cuatro principales iglesias
basilicas de Roma: San Juan de
Letran, que es la Catedral del
Papa; Basilica de San Pedro,
que es el lugar donde esta
enterrado San Pedro; San Pablo
fuera de los muros; donde esta
enterrado san Pablo; y Santa
Maria Mayor, la Iglesia mas
antigua de Roma que se dedico
a Maria.

Por supuesto, lo mas destaca-
do del viaje es la audiencia
con el Sucesor de San Pedro,
el Papa Francisco. Incluso un
breve encuentro con ¢l habria
sido un regalo memorable.
Jesus prometid que a través del
ministerio de Pedro y sus suce-
sores, la Iglesia siempre tendria
la seguridad del Espiritu Santo
para guiarla y mantenerla fiel.
El Papa representa la unidad
que tienen todos los obispos
mientras llevan a cabo la obra

de Cristo. A través de ellos,
toda la Iglesia, a pesar de la
debilidad y el pecado de todos
los miembros, tiene la promesa
de que Cristo estara presente

y en el trabajo hasta el final de
los tiempos.

Bueno, en nuestra audien-
cia, el Papa no se limit6 a solo
conocer y saludar. Después de
saludar amablemente y hablar
con un grupo de sacerdotes y
seminaristas que se unieron a
nosotros, se sentd y nos visitod
por mas de 2 horas y media. No
hubo presentaciones formales.
Cada obispo habia presentado
un informe en profundidad
sobre la vida de la Iglesia en
nuestras didcesis hace unos seis
meses. El Santo Padre simple-
mente nos invitd a plantearle
cualquier cosa que quisiéra-
mos informarle o preguntarle.
Tuvimos una discusion de gran
alcance sobre las tendencias
que vemos en nuestra region y
en la Iglesia en general. El Papa
compartid preocupaciones y
prioridades suyas.

Una cosa que se vio clara-
mente, y esto puede sonar
extrafio, jes lo profundamente
catdlico que es! ;Alguna vez
ha escuchado la réplica, “;Es
el Papa catélico?”, Cuando una
persona se pregunta si algo es
cierto, bueno, en este momen-

to de confusion, desilusion y
rechazo de practicamente todas
las instituciones, estoy feliz de
asegurarle que la respuesta jLa
pregunta sobre el Papa es “SI”!
iSi, €l es catodlico hasta el fondo
de su ser!

Al escucharlo hablar de su
profundo amor a Cristo, su
total fidelidad a las ensefian-
zas de Cristo, ya sea que esas
ensefanzas sean de temporada
0 no, y su profundo deseo de
seguir la voz del Espiritu Santo
se hizo patente. Lo que creo
que es dificil para muchos
que estan influenciados por
el espiritu secular de nuestra
época es que un hombre como
este, tan confiado en el poder
del Espiritu, no tiene miedo de
abrir la puerta a una discusion
sobre preguntas dificiles. No
se trata de tener una agenda
previa. Es una busqueda de
respuestas que a menudo van
mas alla de lo que los humanos
débiles pueden concebir. jNo
se preocupe, la Iglesia tiene un
buen capitan al timén!

El Papa tenia un par de
sorpresas reales para mi per-
sonalmente en nuestro encuen-
tro. Cuando el p. Ben Flores,
el Pastor de la Parroquia del
Santisimo Sacramento y nues-
tro Vicario General, y me pre-
senté a ¢l, me mird y exclamo:

“iEste es el obispo de mucha
fama!” “jEste es el muy famoso
obispo!” Aparentemente habia
escuchado sobre nuestros
desafios aqui en la frontera y
me reconoci6é como el Obispo
de este lugar. Recibi su saludo
como una palabra de aliento a
toda nuestra comunidad por el
poderoso testimonio que hemos
dado en nuestra bienvenida

a las personas necesitadas en
nuestra frontera en fidelidad al
Evangelio.

Mas adelante en nuestra
conversacion con el Santo Pa-
dre como grupo, aproveché la
oportunidad para recordarle los
eventos que tuvieron lugar en
El Paso el 3 de agosto. Le dije
que un hombre lleno de odio
habia venido de muy lejos con
el deseo de disparar a tantas
personas de origen mexicano e
inmigrantes como pudiera. Le
expliqué que 22 fueron asesina-
dos y otros 26 resultaron heri-
dos. Mencioné especificamente
a Willie (Memo) Garcia que
continua luchando por su vida
en Cuidados Intensivos.

Mi peticion al Papa fue
que me enviara de regreso a
mi didcesis con garantias de
sus bendiciones y oraciones,
especialmente por las victi-

continuado en la pagina 4
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Diocese Mourns the Loss of Msgr. Calles

By Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

The Reverend Monsignor
Robert Calles, 87 of the Diocese
of El Paso, passed from this life
into his Father’s house peaceful-
ly on Thursday, January 16.

Msgr. Calles was Born on
November 1, 1933, in Alama-
gordo, New Mexico, son of Elias
and Delfina Calles. Msgr. Calles
studied for the priesthood at the
Seminary of Our Lady of the
Angels in New York. He was
ordained to the priesthood at St.
Patrick Cathedral on May 22,
1963, by The Most Reverend
Sydney Metzger, 3rd Bishop of
the Diocese of El Paso.

He served the Diocese at
various posts throughout his

he served as Pastor at Most Holy
Trinity in Northeast El Paso. In
May of 1988, Msgr. Calles was
named Chaplain to His Holiness
Saint Pope John Paul II.

He retired in 2010 after 47
years of service to the Diocese of
El Paso.

In 2013, he celebrated his
Golden Anniversary to the
priesthood with a Mass at Most
Holy Trinity in Northeast El
Paso. Msgr. Calles also served
as Chancellor for the Diocese of
El Paso in the late *70s and early
"80s.

Priests from around the
Diocese remember his friend-
ly disposition and his need for
his brother priests to feel the
fraternal bond that brought them
together.

Msgr. Robert Calles. Photo Cour-
tesy of the Calles Family

priesthood. They include being
a Pastor at Our Lady of Peace in
Alpine, Texas. Pastor at St. Paul
the Apostle in the Mission Val-
ley. Pastor at St. Joseph Parish
in Central El Paso. And finally,

“He had a great sense of hu-
mor. He was always very caring
for his people, Retired Preist, Fr.
James “Buzz,” Hall said. “ He
was an amazing pastor and was
very committed to his people.

I believe that throughout his
priesthood, he wanted to show
that Jesus would have wanted us
to care for all people,” He said.

Fr. Ralph Solis, Pastor at
San Felipe de Jesus in Socorro,
shared his insights into how
Msgr. Calles was a good friend
to him in his priesthood.

“I got to know Msgr. Calles
because of my parents with my
dad being one of his Deacons at
St. Joseph, Fr. Solis said. “I made
it a point to sit with him at the
presbyteral assemblies and share
pleasant conversations about

how my parents were doing, and
maybe talk about old times at St.
Joseph,” Fr. Solis said.

The loss of Msgr. Calles
affected Father Solis; he shares
what a profound loss the Diocese
has experienced with his passing.

“He was a link to our past, and
I do feel a sense of wloss for us
priests and our diocese,” he said.
“My family and I felt a sense of
profound loss upon hearing about
his passing,” he ended.

Visitation for Msgr. Calles will
be on February 7 at Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel Church. The Funeral
Mass for Msgr. Robert Calles
will be on February 8 at Our
Lady of Mt Carmel; his body
will be burried at Mount Carmel
Cemetery.

Diocesis lamenta la pérdida de Mons. Galles

By Fernie Ceniceros
Editor, Rio Grande Catholic

El reverendo monsefor Robert
Calles, 87 de la didcesis de El
Paso, pas6 pacificamente de
esta vida a la casa de su padre el
jueves 16 de enero.

Mons. Calles nacid el 1 de
noviembre de 1933 en Alamagor-
do, Nuevo México, hijo de Elias
y Delfina Calles. Mons. Calles
estudi6 para el sacerdocio en el
Seminario de Nuestra Sefiora
de los Angeles en Nueva York.
Fue ordenado sacerdote en la
Catedral de San Patricio el 22 de
mayo de 1963 por el Reverendi-
simo Sydney Metzger, 3er Obis-

docio con una misa en Most
Holy Trinity en el noreste de El
Paso. Mons. Calles también se
desempeild como canciller de la
Dibcesis de El Paso a fines de los
afios 70 y principios de los 80.
Los sacerdotes de toda la
didcesis recuerdan su disposicion
amigable y su necesidad de que
sus hermanos sacerdotes sientan
el vinculo fraterno que los unié.
“Tenia un gran sentido del
humor. Siempre se preocup6
mucho por su gente, Retired
Preist, p. James “Buzz”, dijo
Hall. “Era un pastor increible y
estaba muy comprometido con su
gente. Creo que a lo largo de su
sacerdocio, ¢l queria mostrar que

po de la Didcesis de El Paso.

Sirvio a la Didcesis en varios
puestos a lo largo de su sacer-
docio. Incluyen ser un pastor en
Nuestra Sefiora de la Paz en Al-
pine, Texas. Pastor de San Pablo
Apbstol en el Valle de la Mis-
ion. Pastor en la Parroquia St.
Joseph en el centro de El Paso. Y
finalmente, se desempefié como
Pastor en Most Holy Trinity en el
noreste de El Paso. En mayo de
1988, Mons. Calles fue nomb-
rado capellan de Su Santidad el
Papa Juan Pablo II.

Se retird en 2010 después de
47 anos de servicio a la Diocesis
de El Paso. En 2013, celebro
su aniversario de oro al sacer-

Jesus hubiera querido que cuida-
mos a todas las personas ”, dijo.
El p. Ralph Solis, pastor de
San Felipe de Jesus en Socorro,
compartid sus ideas sobre como
Mons. Calles era un buen amigo

para él en su sacerdocio.

“Llegué a conocer a Mons.
Calles porque mis padres con mi
padre siendo uno de sus didconos
en St. Joseph, Fr. Solis dijo. “Me
propuse sentarme con ¢l en las
asambleas presbiterales y com-
partir conversaciones agradables
sobre como estaban mis padres,
y tal vez hablar sobre los viejos
tiempos en St. Joseph”, dijo el p.
Solis dijo.

La pérdida de Mons. Calles

afecto al padre Solis; ¢l com-
parte la profunda pérdida que la
Didcesis ha experimentado con
su fallecimiento.

“El fue un vinculo con nuestro
pasado, y siento una profunda
pérdida para nosotros los sacer-
dotes y nuestra diocesis”, dijo.
“Mi familia y yo sentimos una
profunda pérdida al enterarnos de
su fallecimiento”, finalizo.

Visitas a Mons. Calles sera el
7 de febrero en Nuestra Sefiora
del Monte. Iglesia del Carmelo.
La misa funebre de Mons. Robert
Calles estara el 8 de febrero en
Our Lady of Mt Carmel; su cuer-
po sera enterrado en el cemente-
rio de Mount Carmel.

continuado del a pagina 3

mas y sus familias. Esperaba
que simplemente me diera esa
seguridad. En su lugar, me
pregunto: “;Cuantos rosarios
te gustaria?”’. Me sorprendid
la pregunta y no sabia como
responder. ;Cuantos podria
pedirle al Santo Padre? Solté,
“20”. Llamo6 a un ayudante y le
susurr6 algunas instrucciones.
Pronto una gran bolsa blanca
fue traida al Papa. jEran los
rosarios!

Al concluir nuestra audien-
cia, el Papa Francisco me hizo
seflas para que se acercara y
me entregd una bolsa llena de
rosarios. jNo 20, sino 50! jCasi
no puedo esperar para ofre-
cer estos signos de cercania y
bendiciones del Santo Padre a

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FATHER

las familias de aquellos cuyas
vidas cambiaron tan drastica-
mente en ese horrible dia!

Si, a veces nosotros en El
Paso y en todo el oeste de
Texas podemos sentir que
estamos en un rincon olvidado
y poco apreciado del mundo. Es
posible que algunas personas
no nos den lo que debemos. Sea
como sea, jese no es el caso
del Vicario de Cristo, el Papa
Francisco! Estamos muy en su
corazon.

iEs bueno estar en casa!

INSEITZ
INTO THE
FAITH

R A i T e R

William Morton 2/9
Valentin Cota, MNM 2/14
Mariano Lopez 2/14
Jovino Antonio Martinez 2/18
Francisco Osnaya, OFM Conv. 2/21
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES

Sergio (Roberto) Hernandez, OFM 2/2/1963

JOIN US FOR BISHOP SEITZ'S RADIO SHOW
i WEDNESDAYS AT 10 AM
' DOWNLOAD THE MYPARISH APP OR
_ VISIT WWW.ELPASODIOCESE.ORG TO STREAM
- THE BRIDGE, CATHOLIC RADIO FOR THE BORDERLAND!
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Diocese Mourns the loss of Rev. Msgr. Smith

By Sofia Larkin
Major Gifts Officer

The El Paso community
is mourning the loss of Rev.
Msgr. Francis J. Smith, P.A., a
longtime fixture at St. Raphael
Parish and the Diocese of El
Paso. Msgr. Smith served as a
founding board member of the
Foundation for the Diocese of El
Paso and was passionate about
supporting priests in retirement
and St. Raphael School. He
retired in 2015 after serving St.
Raphael Parish for 29 years.

Francis J. Smith was born in
Chicago on May 20, 1934. He
was the grandchild of Eastern
European immigrants who came
through Ellis Island and were re-
named Smith when no one could
pronounce their family name.
He attended Catholic schools
and ran the streets with his
brother, Freddy, who was only
10 months younger. His father
was a steelworker and his moth-
er was a strict disciplinarian. His
Chicago working class up-
bringing drove his approach to
the priesthood and he has been
described as unique, straightfor-
ward, and street smart.

Msgr. Smith served at St. Jo-
seph Parish as an associate, All
Saints Parish as pastor as well
as at St. Pius X Parish when he
was given the title of Monsi-

gnor, and finally at St. Raphael
Parish where he would serve
the school and parish for three
decades. In honor of his retire-
ment, an endowed scholarship
fund for St. Raphael School was
established in his name. The
Reverend Monsignor Francis

J. Smith Scholarship Fund for
St. Raphael School provides
scholarships for young students
who could not otherwise afford
to attend St. Raphael Catho-

lic School; these students are
known as the Rev. Msgr. Francis
J. Smith Scholars.

Msgr. Smith was honored as
the first recipient of the Founda-
tion’s Dei Gratia Award during
the 9th Annual Foundation of
Faith Dinner on September 17,
2015. The crowd laughed when
Msgr. Smith quoted another
Chicago native, Jack Benny,
as he accepted his award with
Benny’s famous line: “I don’t
deserve this award, but I have
arthritis and I don’t deserve
that either.” On a serious note
he said, he “always saw God
in the people he served”. Msgr.
Smith was ordained on May 25,
1967 and served the Diocese of
El Paso as a priest for 48 years.
He continued to serve on boards
and give of his time, resourc-
es, and expertise following his
retirement in 2015.

The Dei Gratia Award, Latin
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Msgr. Smith Passed into his Father’s home on January 24, 2020. Photo Courtesy Foundation for the Diocese

of El Paso.

for “By the Grace of God”, rec-
ognizes an individual, couple,
or organization for their servant
leadership, outstanding contri-
bution to the Diocese of El Paso
and our Catholic community,
and their dedication to being
good stewards of God’s grace.
Msgr. Smith was passionate
about taking care of priests in
their retirement and St. Raphael
School. Therefore, the Founda-

tion is inviting the community
to support the Retired Priest
Appreciation Fund and the
Reverend Monsignor Francis
J. Smith Scholarship Fund for
St. Raphael School in memory
of Msgr. Smitht It is said that
Msgr. Smith told many brides
and Quinceafieras that flowers
were a waste of money so hon-
oring him with donations that
will directly impact the lives of

his brother priests and Catholic
school students are great ways
to honor his legacy. Gifts in any
amount are welcome and will
provide funding for the causes
Msgr. Smith loved.

For more information, please
contact Major Gifts Officer
Sofia Larkin at 915-872-8412 or
slarkin@elpasodiocese.org.

La Diocesis lamenta la péerdida del Rev. Mons. Smith

Por Sofia Larkin
Major Gifts Officer

La comunidad de El Paso esta
de luto por la pérdida del Rev.
Mons. Francis J. Smith, P.A.,
miembro de la parroquia St.
Raphael y la Didcesis de El Paso.
Mons. Smith fue miembro de la
junta fundadora de la Fundacion
para la Diodcesis de El Paso y fue
un apasionado de apoyar a los
sacerdotes en la jubilacion y la
Escuela St. Raphael. Se retird
en 2015 después de servir en la
Parroquia de San Rafael por 29
afios.

Francis J. Smith naci6 en
Chicago el 20 de mayo de 1934.
Era el nieto de inmigrantes de
Europa del Este que llegaron a
Ellis Island y cambiaron su nom-
bre a Smith cuando nadie podia
pronunciar su apellido. Asistio a
escuelas catdlicas y recorrié las
calles con su hermano Fred-
dy, que era solo 10 meses mas
joven. Su padre era un trabajador
sidertrgico y su madre era una
estricta disciplinaria. Su edu-
cacion en la clase trabajadora
de Chicago impulsé su acer-
camiento al sacerdocio y ha sido
descrito como Unico, directo e
inteligente en la calle.

Mons. Smith sirvié en St.
Joseph Parish como asociado,
All Saints Parish como pastor,
asi como en St. Pius X Par-
ish cuando recibi6 el titulo de
Monsefor, y finalmente en St.
Raphael Parish, donde serviria
en la escuela y la parroquia. tres
décadas. En honor a su retiro,
se establecio un fondo de becas
para la Escuela St. Raphael en su

nombre. El Fondo de Becas del
Reverendo Monsefior Francis J.
Smith para la Escuela St. Rapha-
el ofrece becas para estudiantes
jovenes que de otro modo no
podrian permitirse asistir a la Es-
cuela Catolica St. Raphael; estos
estudiantes son conocidos como
el Rev. Mons. Francis J. Smith
Scholars.

Mons. Smith fue honrado
como el primer recipiente del
Premio Dei Gratia de la Fun-
dacion durante la novena cena
anual de la Fundacion de la Fe
el 17 de septiembre de 2015. La
multitud se ri6 cuando Mons.
Smith cit6 a otro nativo de
Chicago, Jack Benny, cuando
acepto su premio con la famosa
frase de Benny: “No merezco
este premio, pero tengo artritis
y tampoco me lo merezco”. En
una nota seria, dijo, ¢l “Siempre
vi a Dios en las personas a las
que servia”. Mons. Smith fue
ordenado el 25 de mayo de 1967
y sirvio a la Diocesis de El Paso
como sacerdote durante 48 afios.
Continuo sirviendo en las juntas
y dando su tiempo, recursos y
experiencia después de su retiro
en 2015.

El Premio Dei Gratia, en latin
por “Por la gracia de Dios”,
reconoce a un individuo, pareja u
organizacion por su liderazgo de
servicio, contribucion sobresal-
iente a la Didcesis de El Paso y
nuestra comunidad catolica, y su
dedicacion a ser buenos mayor-
domos de Dios. gracia.

Mons. A Smith le apasionaba
cuidar a los sacerdotes en su
retiro y en la escuela St. Rapha-
el. Por lo tanto, la Fundacion
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Mons. Smith pasé a la casa de su padre el 24 de enero de 2020.

of El Paso.
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esta invitando a la comunidad
a apoyar el Fondo de Aprecia-
cion del Sacerdote Retirado y
el Fondo de Becas del Reveren-
do Monsefior Francis J. Smith
para la Escuela St. Raphael en
memoria de Mons. Smith § Se
dice que Mons. Smith les dijo a
muchas novias y quinceafieras

que las flores eran un desperdicio
de dinero, por lo que honrarlo
con donaciones que impactaran
directamente en la vida de sus
hermanos sacerdotes y estudi-
antes de escuelas catolicas son
excelentes maneras de honrar su
legado. Los obsequios en cual-
quier cantidad son bienvenidos

y proporcionaran fondos para las
causas. Smith amaba.

Para obtener mas informacion,
comuniquese con la Oficial Prin-
cipal de Regalos, Sofia Larkin,
al 915-872-8412 o slarkin@
elpasodiocese.org.
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By Gabriela Federico
Reverence for Life Coordinator

The annual Southwest March
for Life last month was once
again a success! About 1800 peo-
ple showed up to celebrate life
and be a voice for the unborn!
Being part of this world-wide
effort to each year take a stand
and march for life has shown
that the pro-life movement is
the only movement that marches
for those who cannot march for
themselves — unborn babies. The
Southwest March for Life was
such a fun experience and it was
led by El Paso Students for Life
of America groups from EPCC,
UTEP and NMSU! There is no
doubt that this movement to save
children from death and women
from abortion is being led by the
youth. And it was evident when
you see all the youth that attend-
ed the march.

We began the event with a
poetic and touching prayer by
Fr. Mark Salas from Our Lady of
Assumption, and I hope that he
can share that with us, because
it definitely touched my soul.
Following him was a wonderful
teaching by Pastor Jackson from
Church. The Students for Life
together with some youth groups

Southwest March for Life a Success

put on some viral-worthy skits
that definitely encouraged me
to continue the fight to protect
babies and support women. Our
main speaker, Kristen Hawkins,
president of Students for Life
of America gave an amazing
and encouraging speech about
living in a post-Roe vs. Wade
America. Kristen is best known
for her videos on social media
debunking pro-choice questions
at college campuses. Usually,
people hate her responses. But
that’s because she is bold and
will speak the truth of life using
basic scientific facts and basic
statistics.

Before hitting the streets and
marching to Planned Parenthood,
an epic proclamation from the
city from El Paso was an-
nounced. And before the march
was even over, media outlets had
already labeled the proclamation
as controversial and anti-abor-
tion. The proclamation stated
that January 18th is the “National
Sanctity of Human Life Day,”
where pro-life organizations such
as Guiding Star El Paso, South-
west Coalition for Life, Bina-
tional Pro-Life League and the
annual Southwest March for Life
were praised for “the tremendous
efforts it has made to stop deaths
of innocent unborn children...”

Diocesan News
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The annual Southwest March for Life last month was once again a success! About 1800 people showed up to

celebrate life and be a voice for the unborn. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros
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The proclamation was signed by
our mayor, Dee Margo and we
are so grateful for this!

When we arrived to Planned
Parenthood, it was such a
beautiful sight to pray over this
building praying for the moms
that are thinking about abortion
and praying for a change of
heart of all those that work for

Planned Parenthood. It was also
a beautiful sight seeing the youth
praying, chanting and holding
their signs up high. We returned
to the park to end with the Holy
Mass by Fr. Fabian and Dcn.
Frank Segura. We are grateful to
end the event thanking God for
the gift of life and the strength to
encourage others to stand up for

life and get out to the abortion
clinics to pray.

If you are searching for a way
to get involved, call us to sign
up for the next 40 Days for Life
Campaign that starts on Ash
Wednesday, 1-833-388-5433 or
call the diocese at 915-872-8405.

“We are the pro-life generation
and we will abolish abortion!”

By Gabriela Federico
Reverencia por Vida

jLa Marcha anual por la vida
del suroeste del mes pasado fue
una vez mas un éxito! jCerca de
1800 personas se presentaron
para celebrar la vida y ser una
voz para los no nacidos! Ser
parte de este esfuerzo mun-
dial para tomar cada afio una
posicion y marchar por la vida ha
demostrado que el movimiento
pro-vida es el unico movimiento
que marcha para aquellos que no
pueden marchar por si mismos:
los bebés no nacidos. jLa Marcha
del Suroeste por la Vida fue una
experiencia muy divertida y fue
dirigida por grupos de El Paso
Students for Life of America de
EPCC, UTEP y NMSU! No hay
duda de que este movimiento
para salvar a los nifios de la
muerte y a las mujeres del aborto
esta siendo liderado por los
jovenes. Y fue evidente cuando
ves a todos los jovenes que asist-
ieron a la marcha.

Comenzamos la noche con
una oracion poética y conmove-
dora del Padre. Mark Salas de
Nuestra Sefiora de la Asuncion, y
espero que pueda compartir eso

Marcha por la Vida un

con nosotros, porque definitiva-
mente toco mi alma. Seguirlo fue
una maravillosa ensefianza del
pastor Jackson de la Iglesia. Los
Estudiantes por la Vida, junto
con algunos grupos juveniles,
presentaron algunas parodias
virales que definitivamente me
animaron a continuar la lucha
para proteger a los bebés y apoy-
ar a las mujeres. Nuestra oradora
principal, Kristen Hawkins, pres-
identa de Students for Life of
America, pronunci6 un discurso
sorprendente y alentador acerca
de vivir en una América posterior
a Roe vs. Wade. Kristen es mejor
conocida por sus videos en las
redes sociales que desacreditan
las preguntas pro eleccion en
los campus universitarios. Por
lo general, la gente odia sus re-
spuestas. Pero eso se debe a que
es audaz y hablara la verdad de la
vida utilizando hechos cientificos
basicos y estadisticas basicas.
Antes de salir a la calle y
marchar a Planned Parenthood,
se anunci6 una proclamacion
épica de la ciudad de El Paso. Y
antes de que la marcha termina-
ra, los medios de comunicacion
ya habian etiquetado la procla-
macién como controvertida y
antiabortista. La proclamacion

declar6 que el 18 de enero es el
“Dia nacional de la santidad de
la vida humana”, donde se elogid
a organizaciones pro-vida como
Guiding Star El Paso, Southwest
Coalition for Life, Binational
Pro-Life League y la Marcha
anual por la vida del suroeste.
los tremendos esfuerzos que ha
hecho para detener la muerte de
nifios inocentes no nacidos ...
”La proclamacion fue firmada
por nuestro alcalde, Dee Margo,
iy estamos muy agradecidos por
esto!

Cuando llegamos a Planned
Parenthood, fue una vista tan
hermosa rezar por este edificio
rezando por las madres que estan
pensando en el aborto y rezando
por un cambio de opinion de
todas las personas que trabajan
para Planned Parenthood. Tam-
bién fue una vista hermosa ver
a los jovenes rezando, cantando
y sosteniendo sus carteles en
alto. Regresamos al parque para
terminar con la Santa Misa del
Padre. Fabian y Dcn. Frank
Segura. Estamos agradecidos de
terminar el evento agradeciendo
a Dios por el regalo de la vida
y la fuerza para alentar a otros
a defender la vida y salir a las
clinicas de aborto para orar.

Gran Exito

== STUDENTSFORL\FE.ORG =

iLa Marcha anual por la vida del suroeste del mes pasado fue una vez

ST R VRt

mds un éxito! Alrededor de 1800 personas se presentaron para celebrar la

vida y ser una voz para los no nacidos. Photo by Fernie Ceniceros

Si esta buscando una mane-
ra de involucrarse, llamenos
para inscribirse en la proxima
Campaiia 40 dias por la vida que
comienza el Miércoles de Ceni-

za, 1-833-388-5433 o llame a la

didcesis al 915-872-8405.
“iSomos la generacion pro

vida y aboliremos el aborto!”

The Shepherd's Corner
Gifts §

Hours of Operation:

Books

Monday & Tuesday 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Wednesday - Friday 9 am -12 pm
Saturday 3rd and 4th Saturday 10 am -1pm

Saturday 5 - 6

Sunday 10 am - 2:30 pm & 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

St. Luke Catholic Church
930 E. Redd Road, El Paso Texas 79912
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By Ivanna Salgado
Capital Campaign

As the Capital Campaign has
unfolded with Bloc I, we’ve add-
ed 9 parishes to the Bloc. All 22
parishes are planned to complete
this phase by March 2020. Bloc
II Parishes are scheduled to start

Capital Campaign

We Are the Body of Christ Updates

April.

As a reminder, our goal is to
raise 40% of the goal for semi-
narian and diaconate formation,
25% of the goal for our Catholic
Schools and religious formation
programs, and 15% of the goal
for emergency funds for rural
parishes. Each parish will receive

20% of the funds raised for their
own local needs and the after
goal has been surpassed, 50% of
all funds over their goal remains
with their parish

Thank you to the Bloc I
parishes for their hard work. As
we continue to fundraise for the
capital campaign, the Capital

All Saints Rev. Juan Antonio Gutiérrez $105,000
Cristo Rey Mzr. Manny Barrios $235,000
El Buen Pastor Rev. Fabian Marquez $115,000
Holy Family Decn. Robert Saucedo $125,000
Immaculate Conception Rev. Kevin O'Neill $255,000
La Purisima Rev. Angel Maldonado $250,000
Most Holy Trinity Rev. Andy De Guzman $630,000
Our Lady of Assumption Rev. Mark Salas $295,000
Our Lady of Fatima Rev. Apolinar Samboni $100,000
Our Lady of Guadalupe-El Paso Rev. Juan Antonio Gutiérrez $520,000
Our Lady of Guadalupe-Fabens Rev. Célimo Osorio $115,000
Our Lady of the Light Rev. Antonio Lasheras $150,000
Our Lady of the Miracles Rev. Apolinar Samboni $15,000
Our Lady of the Valley Rev. Don Adamski $485,000
San Judas Rev. Miguel A. Sanchez $345,000
San Lorenzo Rev. Tino Ortiz $210,000
Santa Teresita Mission Rev. Miguel A. Sanchez $35,000
Santo Nifio de Atocha Rev. Frank Hernandez $325,000
St. Ignatius of Loyola Rev. Tobias Macias $135,000
St. Mark Msgr. Arturo Banuelas $1,830,000
St. Patrick Cathedral Rev. Trini Fuentez $825,000
St. Paul the Apostle Rev. Pablo Matta $195,000
St. Stephen Deacon & Martyr Rev. Joe Molina $700,000

Campaign Team has expanded
their team and is also making a
transition. I, Ivanna Salgado, will
be transitioning to the Archdio-
cese of Milwaukee by the end of
January. Jose Rodriguez, Execu-
tive Director, will be taking over
my role as a communications
and fundraising director for the
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remainder of the campaign.

If you have any questions
regarding your pledge, please
feel free to contact the Capital
Campaign Team:

Mike Ramos, Senior Director:
915-872-8400 ext: 137

Jose Rodriguez, Executive
Director: 915- 872-8400 ext: 453
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Actualizaciones: Somos el Guerpo de Cristo

Por Ivanna Salgado
Campana Capital

A medida que la Campaiia
Capital se ha desarrollado con el
Bloque I, hemos agregado 9 par-
roquias al Bloque. Esta previsto
que las 22 parroquias completen
esta fase en marzo de 2020. Las
parroquias del Bloque II comen-

zaran en abril.

Como recordatorio, nuestra
meta es aumentar el 40% de
la meta para la formacion de
seminaristas y diaconados, el
25% de la meta para nuestras
escuelas catdlicas y programas
de formacion religiosa, y el 15%
de la meta para fondos de emer-
gencia para parroquias rurales.

Cada parroquia recibird el 20%
de los fondos recaudados para
sus propias necesidades locales
y, una vez superado el objetivo,
el 50% de todos los fondos que
superen su objetivo permanecera
en su parroquia.

Gracias a las parroquias Bloc
I por su arduo trabajo. A medida
que continuamos recaudando

fondos para la campaiia de
capital, el Equipo de Campaia de
Capital ha ampliado su equipo y
también esta haciendo una tran-
sicion. Yo, Ivanna Salgado, haré
la transicion a la Arquidiocesis
de Milwaukee a fines de enero.
José Rodriguez, Director Ejec-
utivo, asumird mi papel como
director de comunicaciones y

recaudacion de fondos durante el
resto de la campana.

Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre
su compromiso, no dude en
comunicarse con el Equipo de la
Campaiia Capital:

Mike Ramos, Director sénior:
915-872-8400 ext: 137

José Rodriguez, Director Ejec-
utivo: 915-872-8400 ext: 453

The Bridge/ ElPuente
BiLingual Catholic Radio for the Borderland
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texting thé®ord app to 88202

Click on The Brid

ge button and enjog

" 2| b
B R D G Edick on ‘c%\e ink'and download the MgParish app

24/7 Catholic Programin 365 clags a year
PAlso stream us at www.e Pa'socliocese.org
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Collection for the Catholic Church in
Central and Eastern Europe

There will be a Special Offering on Saturday, February 22 and Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23, 2020 for the Catholic Church in Central and Eastern Europe.

The Catholic Church in Central and Eastern Europe is actively involved in re-
building the faith of its people and reestablishing its congregations after the

fall of communism more than two decades ago. In most parts of the region,
the Church cannot yet support its own renewal and growth.

This special collection helps restore the Church and build the future in 20
countries, many if which still struggle to recover in the aftermath of the So-
viet rule. Funds from this collection help support reconstruction, education,
formation and poverty outreach.
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La Ofrenda Especial para la Iglesia en
Europa Central y Oriental

Habra una Ofrenda Especial Anual el sabado 22 de febrero y el domingo 23
de febrero 2020, para la Iglesia en Europa Central y Oriental.

La Iglesia en esta parte del mundo ha estado reedificando la fe de su gente
y restableciendo sus congregaciones de hace mas de dos décadas, con la
caida del comunismo. En casi toda la regién, la Iglesia no puede mantener
aun su propio crecimiento y renovacion.

Las donaciones de esta colecta ayudan a restaurar la Iglesia y construir

el futuro en 20 paises, muchos de los cuales todavia estan luchando por
recuperarse luego de haber estafo bajo el régimen soviético. Los fondos de
esta colecta financian la reconstruccion, la educacién, la formacién y los
programas de extension dirigido a los pobres.
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A New Adventure
For 2021

Cambodia |
& Mekong River Cruise
April 5, 2021

Very Limited Space
Call now for details!

The Holy Land

with Fr. David Fierro

October 18 - 27, 2020
$4,299 Per Person

For additional information contact:

Travel With Kerry

(915) 591-4246 - Voice or Text
Kerry@TravelWK.com

ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 26
, PALM SUNDAY - APRIL 5
Ash ¢ Palm ¢ Paschal Candles
Candlelight Service Candles &

Drip Protectors ¢ Incense
Sacramental Wine ° Altar Bread
Order NOW for ONESERV Delivery

Ashes -
~ Vials Serve 300

Church Supplies * Religious Gifts
2415 San Pedro Dr. NE ¢ Albuquerque

(505) 255-7092 « M-F 9:30-5:30; Sat 10-4:30

¢7(800) 835-0223 » www.zieglers.com

&) THE KING'S HOUSE
“Church Supplies * Religious Gifts
7460 E. McDowell Rd. « Phoenix (Scottsdale)

(480) 947-9205 « M-F 9-5; Sat 9-3 ‘
(800) 331-4117 - www.zieglers.com &
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SLS20 Event Forms Missionary Disciples and Inspires Hope for the Future of the Church

DENVER, CO — Nearly 9,000
people registered for SLS20: You
Were Made for Mission, present-
ed by the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students (FOCUS),
in Phoenix December 30, 2019 —
January 3, 2020. Special guests
included Cardinal Gerhard Miiller
of Germany and Archbishop
Christoph Pierre, the Apostolic
Nuncio to the United States.
Along with the other speakers,
they highlighted FOCUS as a
light of hope for the future of the
Church, while also challenging
attendees to live out and share
their faith as missionary disciples.

“Your peers are looking for
the fulfillment of their desires,”
said Archbishop Pierre during
his homily at Mass on Tuesday.
“Often, they seek them in the
things of the world, but these
never satisfy the deepest longings
of the human heart. It is your task
as disciples and missionaries to
show them the Way, mediating
the encounter with Jesus — the
Way, Truth, and Life. It is not
easy, particularly as the world
becomes more hostile to the life
of Christian faith. Do not lose
courage: The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness could
not overcome the light.”

In his homily during Wednes-
day’s Mass, Cardinal Miiller
emphasized that God, who is
eternal, cannot be changed by the
whims of society. “In the concrete
human being Jesus of Nazareth,
God’s universal truth is concrete-
ly present here and now — in
historical time and space,” Miiller
said. “Jesus Christ is not the rep-
resentation of some supratempo-
ral truth: He is ‘the way, the truth
and the life’ in person.”

Los Angeles Chargers quar-
terback Philip Rivers made a
surprise visit, rousing the thou-
sands of attendees to join him
in repeating and inspiring others
through his daily mantra, “nunc
coepi,” which translated from
Latin means “Now I Begin.”
Pittsburgh Pirate pitcher Trevor
Williams also attended and spoke
at a Varsity Catholic session.

Entertainment at SLS20
included contemporary Christian
music singer and songwriter
Jeremy Camp and eight-time
Grammy nominee Matt Maher.
Livestreamed videos of SLS20
keynotes and daily Masses are
posted along with event photos at
https://www.facebook.com/focus-
catholic/.

SLS20 included three tracks
for attendees. Students on the
Collegiate Track learned how
to go deeper in their faith and
form missionary disciples. For
post-college attendees, the Mak-
ing Missionary Disciples Track
offered advice to help evangelize
families, parishes, workplac-
es and communities. Campus
ministry professionals on the
Campus Ministry Track had the
opportunity to be renewed for
mission and to network with their
peers. Attendees also had daily
opportunities for Mass, adoration,
confession, reflection, discern-
ment and fellowship.

More than 4,500 college
students from 311 campuses and
several international locations
attended the Collegiate Track,
which discussed topics relevant
to young adults. Benedictine Col-

Nearly 9,000 people registered for SLS20: You Were Made for Mission, presented by the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students (FOCUS), in Phoenix December 30, 2019 — January 3, 2020. Photo Courtesy of
FOCUS

lege brought the largest campus
group with 105 students. Texas
A&M had the second-largest
group with 98 students.

“SLS20 has made me realize
how you have to give all of your-
self to God,” said Jaden Yaretz,

a sophomore at the University of
Washington, one of the 164 cam-
puses on which FOCUS serves.
“I want to share the good news
with others and starting a Bible
study would be a great way for
me to do that. It would be helpful
for other guys on campus to dis-
cuss what it means to be a man,
especially when preparing to be a
part of a family and having a duty
to the Church.”

Asked about his favorite part of
the event, Yaretz reflected, “Right
after we did the countdown for
New Year’s Eve, we started the
year off with adoration. I was
really feeling the presence of
the Lord in that moment; it was
really the pinnacle of my whole
day. It’s so important to put God
first in our lives and that was a
great way to do it. It makes me
realize how I want to give myself
fully to God.”

“I want to implement incarna-
tional evangelization, be friendli-
er and spend more time reaching
out to people on campus,” said
Megan Ward, a sophomore at the
University of North Alabama. “A
transformative moment for me
at SLS20 was hearing a speaker
share a Pope Francis quote, ‘It
is not enough to simply open
the door in welcome because
they come, but we must go out
through that door to seek and
meet the people!” I've always
had the door open, but I haven’t
always gone out and tried to
evangelize and encounter people
fully. I typically wait for outgoing
people to find me, but now I feel
empowered to go out and find
people.”

Nearly 300 chaplains and cam-
pus ministers registered for the
Campus Ministry Track, sharing
insights on creating vibrant cam-
pus ministries. More than 1,000
people joined the Making Mis-
sionary Disciples Track, which
shared ideas, inspiration and re-
sources on how to be missionary
disciples in families, parishes and
careers. That number included
more than 700 FOCUS alumni
and parishioners from more than

560 parishes.

In addition to Cardinal Miiller
and Archbishop Pierre, more
than 300 priests concelebrated
daily Mass, including Archbishop
Samuel J. Aquila (Denver), Arch-
bishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M
Cap. (Philadelphia), Archbishop
Timothy P. Broglio (Archdiocese
of the Military Services, USA),
Bishop John O. Barres (Rockville
Centre, N.Y.), Bishop Robert J.
Brennan (Columbus, Ohio), Bish-
op Fernand J. Cheri, O.F.M Cap.
(New Orleans), Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph L. Coffey (Archdiocese
of the Military Services), Bishop
Andrew H. Cozzens (St. Paul
and Minneapolis), Bishop Robert
J. Fisher (Detroit), Bishop John
T. Folda (Fargo, N.D.), Bishop
Carl A. Kemme (Wichita, Kan.),
Bishop Louis F. Kihneman III
(Biloxi, Miss.), Bishop Daniel H.
Mueggenborg (Seattle), Auxil-
iary Bishop Eduardo A. Nevares
(Phoenix), Bishop Thomas J.
Olmsted (Phoenix), Bishop John
M. Quinn (Winona, Minn.), Bish-
op Edward B. Scharfenberger
(Albany, N.Y.), and Bishop Jerry
L. Vincke (Salina, Kan.).

Priests heard around 4,000
confessions during the five-day
event, with more than 1,800 of
those heard in just two hours
during Adoration and Confession
Night on Wednesday evening.

Several speakers throughout
the event discussed sharing the
faith with all audiences, including
Mari Pablo, Ana Glaze and Fr.
Agustino Torres, C.F.R. Fr. Torres
presented a bilingual session, “La
misién comienza conmigo.”

FOCUS Greek partnered with
Catholic Charities Community

Services Arizona for the SLS20
Donation Drive. Attendees
donated more than 1,500 hygiene
and personal care items for metro
and rural organizations that serve
those in need, such as My Sister’s
Place, West Side Head Start -
low income preschool program,
MANA (Marines, Army, Navy,
Air Force) House and Legacy
Foundation Christine Stamper
Center for Help & Hope.

FOCUS presented the 2020 St.
Francis Xavier Award to Fr. Nick
Blaha, given in recognition and
appreciation of a FOCUS alum-
nus who has shown outstanding
service to the New Evangeli-
zation. Fr. Blaha served as a
FOCUS missionary from 2003 to
2006 and is one of 867 FOCUS
alumni who have made decisions
to pursue Catholic religious
vocations. Fr. Blaha currently
serves as pastor of three parishes
in the urban core of Kansas City,
Kansas: Blessed Sacrament,
Christ the King, and Our Lady &
St. Rose.

FOCUS benefactor Fred Clarke
received the 2020 St. Joseph
Award, which honors individuals
who promote and reinvigorate
the Church with their extraor-
dinary generosity and focus on
evangelization, and who have
been heroically generous in their
support of FOCUS by caring for
the apostolate and mission.

Keynote speakers for SLS20
included Fr. Michael E. Gaitley,
M.I.C., Sr. Miriam James Heid-
land, SOLT, Sr. Bethany Madon-
na, S.V., Fr. Michael Schmitz, Fr.
Agustino Torres, C.F.R., Helen
Alvaré, Curtis A. Martin, Damon
Owens, Dr. Jonathan Reyes, Dr.

Edward Sri and Emily Wilson.
The event also had a full lineup
of speakers and teachers for all
tracks, including Chika Anyan-
wu, Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers,
Jason Evert, Stephanie Gray,

Dr. Scott Hahn, Dr. Mary Healy,
Edward Herrera, Trent Horn, Fr.
Joshua Johnson, Fr. Sean Kilcaw-
ley, Paul J. Kim, Mari Pablo, Dr.
Scott Powell and Dr. Monique
Ruberu.

“I am so excited for SEEK to
come to St. Louis next year so
others can experience the love of
Jesus Christ through missionary
discipleship, and then they can
bring the tools they learn to their
friends, family and members of
their parishes in the area,” said
Nick Reinegal, who participated
in the Making Missionary Disci-
ples Track at SLS20. He is an ac-
tive member of St. Louis Young
Adults and attends the Incarnate
Word Parish in Chesterfield, Mo.
“I have met so many people who
are on fire for their Catholic faith
here at SLS and can’t wait for
others to experience this. God
wants us to know how much He
loves us, and I have received
this love at SLS20. I hope to see
thousands more at SEEK21!”

“FOCUS has been such a
gift to the Church in raising
up missionary disciples,” said
Brian Miller, senior director for
Evangelization and Discipleship
for the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
“I cannot wait to see the impact
SEEK21 has next year in St. Lou-
is and all the graces it will bring
to our archdiocese.” Information
on SEEK21, hosted Dec. 30,
2020 — Jan. 3, 2021, is available
at seek.focus.org.

FOCUS events have welcomed
more than 86,000 attendees since
the inaugural National Confer-
ence held in 1999, where 25
students came together to pray,
deepen their Catholic faith and
learn how to share Christ with
others.

Sponsors for SLS20 included
Carmel Communications with the
film “I Still Believe,” The Guid-
ing Star Project, Relevant Radio,
Knights of Columbus, Divine
Mercy University, Franciscan
University, Catholic Worldview
Fellowship, Diocesan Priest (NC-
DVD), Catholic Medical Asso-
ciation, Camp Wojtyla, Catholic
University of America, LiveAc-
tion, CMF CURO, Damascus
Catholic Mission Campus, The
Amazing Parish, Little Sisters
of the Poor, COR Expeditions,
Priests of the Sacred Heart,
Sisters of the Society Devoted
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and
Magnificat.

{ PRINTING

915.544.6688
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commercial print shop.

In addition to newspapers, we print and bind
books, programs, brochures,
carbonless forms, flyers, posters,
letterhead, envelopes, business cards
and much more.

Call us and allow us to bid on
your printing needs.

100 Porfirio Diaz El Paso, Tx 79902
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What you need to know of the Census

In 2020, our nation will con-
duct the once-a-decade Census
with the goal to count every
person living in the United States
once, only once and in the right
place. Everyone matters and
responding to the Census helps
our city get a fair share of federal
funding. Census data guides
how more than $675 billion in
funding gets distributed to states
and communities each year and
helps communities create jobs,
provide housing, prepare for
emergencies, and build schools,
roads and hospitals. The Census
also helps determine how many
seats a state receives in Congress
and state and local governments
use the data to redraw boundaries
for congressional districts, state
legislative districts and school
districts, adapting to population
shifts.

The 2020 Census is easy,
safe and important. Responding
is easier than ever since for the
first time, people will be able to
respond to the Census online.

It asks just a few questions and
takes a few minutes to respond.
Your responses are safe, secure,
confidential and protected by
law. If you respond online, your
answers are encrypted to protect
your privacy and are safe from

hacking and other cyber threats.
If you don’t have Internet access,
people can respond by phone
or by mail. There are going to
be 13 languages available over
the phone and internet. Includ-
ing: English, Spanish, Chinese,
Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese,
Arabic, Tagalog, Polish, Por-
tuguese, Russian, French and
Haitian Creole.

The Census Bureau is bound
by Title 13 of the U.S. Code to
keep your information confiden-
tial. Under Title 13, the Census
Bureau cannot release any iden-
tifiable information about you,
your home or your business, even
to law enforcement agencies.
The law ensures that your private
data is protected and that your
answers cannot be used against
you by any government agency
or court. Census Bureau employ-
ees are sworn for life to protect
personal information and we have
strong security measures in place
to safeguard against cyberthreats.
By law, your responses can only
be used to produce statistics and
the Census Bureau takes extraor-
dinary steps to protect the confi-
dentiality of your responses.

Conducting the Census is a
massive undertaking and requires
years of planning with the sup-

, nl e 533,5 ‘
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port of thousands of people. As
the 2020 Census approaches, our
success will rely on everyone’s
participation in every communi-
ty. The opportunities will come
through temporary jobs nation-
wide for multiple positions. We
have jobs available in El Paso
and you can apply on 2020cen-
sus.gov/jobs or USAjobs.gov. For

more information or help apply-
ing, please call 1-855-JOB-2020.
Census outreach also consists
of building relationships in the
community where Area Census
Offices are located. For the past
several months, the Census has
garnered support from local
communities, governments and
school districts throughout El

Paso community.

As the 2020 Census approach-
es, we will continue to share
information about how you can
make sure our community is fully
represented. Visit 2020CENSUS.
GOV anytime to get the latest
news.

Lo que necesita saber del Censo

Nuestra nacion llevara a cabo
este 2020 el Censo de Estados
Unidos que se realiza una vez por
década con el objetivo de contar a
todas las personas que viven en el
pais, una vez, solo una vez y en el
lugar correcto.

Todas las personas en nuestra
comunidad importan y responder
al Censo ayuda a nuestra ciudad a
obtener una parte justa de los fon-
dos federales. Los datos del censo
guian coémo mas de $675 mil
millones de fondos se distribuyen
a los estados y comunidades cada
afio y ayudan a las comunidades
a crear empleos, proporcio-
nar vivienda, prepararse para
emergencias y construir escuelas,
carreteras y hospitales. El Censo
también ayuda a determinar

cuantos escaflos recibe un estado
en el Congreso y los gobiernos
estatales y locales utilizan los
datos para redibujar los limites
de los distritos congresionales,
los distritos legislativos estatales
y los distritos escolares, adaptan-
dose a los cambios de poblacion.
El Censo del 2020 es facil,
seguro e importante. Respond-
er es mas facil que nunca, por
primera vez, las personas podran
responder al Censo en linea. Son
nueve preguntas, el mas corto de
la historia. Sus respuestas son se-
guras, confidenciales y protegidas
por ley. Si responde en linea, la
informacion esta encriptada para
proteger su privacidad y estan a
salvo de otras amenazas ciber-
néticas. Sino tiene acceso a Inter-

net, las personas pueden respond-
er por teléfono o por correo.
Habra 13 idiomas disponibles por
teléfono e internet. Los cuales
incluyen: inglés, espaifiol, chino,
vietnamita, coreano, japongés,
arabe, tagalo, polaco, portugués,
ruso, francés y criollo haitiano.
Es importante recordar a la
comunidad que la Oficina del
Censo esta obligada por el Titulo
13 del Cddigo de los Estados
Unidos a mantener su infor-
macion confidencial. Bajo el
Titulo 13, Ia Oficina del Censo no
puede divulgar ninguna infor-
macion identificable sobre usted,
su casa o su negocio, incluso a
las agencias policiales. La ley
garantiza que sus datos privados
estén protegidos y que sus re-

"

Our ady of Mount Carmel

spuestas no puedan ser utilizadas
en su contra por ninguna agen-
cia gubernamental o tribunal.
Los empleados de la oficina del
Censo hacen un juramento de por
vida para proteger la informacion
personal y tenemos fuertes medi-
das de seguridad para protegernos
contra las ciberamenazas. Por
ley, sus respuestas solo se pueden
utilizar para producir estadisti-
cas y la Oficina del Censo toma
medidas extraordinarias para
proteger la confidencialidad de
sus respuestas.

La realizacion del Censo 2020
es una tarea masiva y requiere
aflos de planificacion con el
apoyo de miles de personas.
Nuestro éxito dependera de la
participacion de todos en cada

comunidad. Las oportunidades
vendran a través de empleos tem-
porales en todo el pais para mul-
tiples puestos. Tenemos empleos
disponibles en El Paso que puede
solicitar en 2020census.gov/jobs
o USAjobs.gov. La aplicacion es
facil y en linea, si tienen alguna
pregunta se pueden contactar a
1-855-JOB-2020.

A medida que se acerque
el Censo 2020, continuaremos
compartiendo informacion
sobre como puede asegurarse
de que nuestra comunidad esté
plenamente representada. Visita
2020CENSUS.GOV en cualquier
momento para recibir las Gltimas
noticias.

Y

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cemetery is the only cemetery in El Paso
established specifically to serve the Catholic community. In your greatest
need, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel is an extension of the parish family that
provides services and support to help you manage the difficult decisions
and many practical details that come with end-of-life arrangements.

Facilities and Services

Our Lady of Mount Carmel offers a full range of options
+ Intimate chapel for on-site services
» Traditional burials, in-ground or mausoleum
* Internment of cremated remains in the columbarium or the chapel
+ Peaceful; well-kept grounds maintained with environmentally
Responsible reclaimed water

Aside from immediate need services available, staff members can
provide assistance with’arrangements for future needs

401 S. Zaragosa Rd - Ph. (915) 860-0606
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What | Learned Talking with Thousands of Sceptics on Reddit

By Bishop Robert Barron
Featured Columnist

I just finished my second dive
into the Reddit AMA world. One
of the most popular websites in
the world, Reddit is a forum for
all sorts of online conversations
and presentations. The AMA (for
Ask Me Anything) is a twen-
ty-first century version of the
medieval quodlibetal questions,
during which a game theology
professor would entertain any
inquiry that came from the floor.
Now, things are a bit cruder and
more rough and ready on Reddit
than they were in the universi-
ties of the Middle Ages, but you
get the idea. When I engaged in
the exercise last year, I received
almost 12,000 questions and
comments, making mine the
third most commented-on AMA
after those of Bill Gates and
Jordan Peterson. This time, I’ve
received over 15,000 comments
and counting, making mine the
second most commented-on
AMA of the past year, just after
Bill Gates and ahead of Bernie
Sanders! I mention this not to
show how popular I am with the
Reddit crowd (I'm sure most of
them have never heard of me),
but rather to demonstrate just
how massively interested young
people are in the questions of
religion.

If you can make it through the
plethora of obnoxious, juvenile,
and insulting comments, you will
actually learn a great deal about
what is on the minds of the Red-
dit audience—mostly young men
between the ages of eighteen and
thirty—when it comes to reli-
gion. I would identify four major
themes: proving the existence of
God, the problem of suffering,
the determination of why one
would choose one religion over
another, and homosexuality. Each
of these issues was addressed
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
times. Permit me to speak, very
briefly, of each in turn.

So first of all, the question of

proving God’s existence came
up again and again. Are there
rational grounds for believing in
God? How do I know that there
is a God? Can God’s reality be
demonstrated to someone who
does not believe in the Bible?
What struck me very positively
in this regard is that the young
people on Reddit seemed to have
a powerful interest in God—
and that’s no small thing. They
weren’t treating the proposal of
God’s existence as prescientific
nonsense or self-serving fantasy.
They were honestly wondering
about God, restlessly searching
for him. What struck me a bit
more negatively is that there
seemed to be little or no sense
that Christian theologians and
philosophers have been present-
ing and defending arguments for
God’s existence for centuries.
That the Reddit audience hadn’t
an inkling of what these proofs
and demonstrations might be is,
at least in part, a failure of the
Churches in their ministry of
education.

The second major theme was
the problem of evil. Now, it has
been said that all of theology
commences with and ultimate-
ly centers around the issue of
justifying the ways of God in
the presence of great suffering;
o in a way, the intense interest
of young people in this question
is another encouraging sign that
they are eager to think theologi-
cally. It would obviously require
a lengthy book even to scratch
the surface of this matter, but I
would make just this one obser-
vation. I told a number of my
conversation partners that there is
only one mystery more puzzling
than the problem of evil, and that
is the mystery of goodness. Evil
does not, strictly speaking, exist.
It is the lack of a good that ought
to be there, and as such, it is
always parasitic upon the good.
So as deeply frustrating and
confounding the problem of evil
is, it is always outpaced by the
“problem” of goodness—namely,

Bishop Robert Barron, Auxilary Bishop of the Arhc Diocese of Los Angeles and Founder of Word on Fire

Ministries. Photo Courtesy of Word on Fire Ministries

why goodness and beauty should
exist at all. This, I suggested,
might be at least a fresh way to
address the issue.

The third principal motif was
this: How could one possibly
know that one’s religion is better
or truer than any other? To a
large extent, this query is born
from the relativism that holds
sway everywhere in the culture
of the West and, relatedly, from
the conviction that toleration
is the one indisputable val-
ue. Behind the question is the
assumption that any attempt to
claim truth in regard to a given
religion is simply tantamount
to arrogance and bigotry. Those
who posed it seem to feel that
religions are more or less like
hobbies. You have yours and I
have mine, but neither one of us
would be justified in imposing
them on each other or on anyone
else. And what all of this reveals
is the breakdown in anything
like genuinely public religious
argument. That a person can
or should actually make a case

rationally for a religious perspec-
tive strikes the Reddit audience
as absurd. In response to one

of these questioners, I offered

a brief demonstration of how
one might argue, on Thomist
grounds, for the legitimacy of a
Trinitarian monotheism. I would
be flabbergasted if that little
exercise actually convinced my
interlocutor, but my more modest
hope is that it might show him/
her that objective argument is
possible in regard to religious
matters.

Finally, my Reddit friends
were massively concerned with
the issue of homosexuality.
Repeatedly, probably a thousand
times, I heard that the Church
hates gays and is hopelessly
behind the times in regard to wel-
coming and affirming homosex-
uals. I won’t even attempt in the
context of this article to address
the moral issues here, but permit
me to say that the reaction of the
Reddit audience is ample proof
that the language the Church has
used to articulate its teaching in

regard to this question has been
ineffective to say the very least.
Those well-versed in Aristotelian
teleological ethics understand
what is meant by the claim that
homosexual acts are “intrinsi-
cally disordered,” but I'm afraid
that the vast majority of people
took that language to mean that
homosexual persons are twisted
and contemptible. Was this a
deeply incorrect reading of the
Church’s teaching? Absolutely.
But is it an indication that we can
and must do a great deal better in
getting that teaching across with
greater compassion and clarity? I
think the question answers itself.

I will confess that my two
forays into the Reddit space have
been more than a little discour-
aging. If you dare, look at the
dismaying number of just plain
aggressive and mean-spirited
comments. But at the end of the
day, I take those 15,000 com-
ments as a deeply encouraging
sign that the restless human heart
is still searching for the only one
who will satisfy it.

PRIME CARE WALK IN CLINIC & FAMILY PRACTICE

MARIE PERCY,
MD, PA

Open late and Open Saturdays!
25+ years experience
Call for an appointment
Walk ins welcome AFTER 4pm and on Saturday.
SE HABLA ESPANOL

915-288-3008

1475 George Dieter Dr. Suite L-1

El Paso, Texas 79936
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SIDEWALK JESUS

Janet M. Crowe

February. A new month, a new
beginning. A new month that be-
gins on a weekend and celebrates
the day of love, Valentine’s Day,
on Friday to make that a loveable
weekend.

Okay, sometimes I get carried
away, but the thought of new
beginnings is still rocking around
in my head, possibly from last
month when our family gathered
to celebrate the new year.

Moments after our son and
daughter-in-law arrived, he disap-
peared into the bedroom and just
as quickly reappeared and handed
out gift bags — one each for his
sister, his father and me. Ignoring
our questioning looks, he told us
to open them at the same time.
So, acting in unison, we each
reached into our bag and began
pulling out a piece of clothing.

My husband asked, “Why are
you giving us underwear?”

Chuckles swept the room
and we continued pulling on the
underwear-looking item until
small outfits appeared, each with
a personalized message. “My
aunt loves me.” “I have the best
grandma ever.” “When I grow
up, I wanna be awesome like my
grandpa.”

Maybe it was past our bed-

Guest Columnist

Treasures lie within

time or something, but it took

us a few seconds to recognize
that the little onesies with cute
messages were an announce-
ment. They were pregnant! Then
giggles really erupted with a bit
of jumping up and down and lots
of hugging.

At only a few weeks, their
baby — our new grandchild — was
still very tiny, about the size of a
blueberry. Many mothers don’t
even realize they’re pregnant
at this stage, but our son and
daughter-in-law were watching
for the first signs that they would
become new parents. Yet, before
the mom has missed her second
period, the baby’s heart is already
beating. Looking at prenatal
photos of five-week-old develop-
ing babies, the heart seems large
in comparison to the tiny baby,
but, I can honestly tell you, the
adult hearts of the baby’s parents,
aunt, and grandparents were also
feeling pretty large and already
beating with love for this child,

a tiny precious treasure hidden
within the womb of our daughter-
in-law.

God’s design is truly amazing
in all things, especially in the
growth and development of a
human child. Only a few weeks
ago, our tiny grandchild began
life smaller than a grain of sugar
but with all the genetic plans
needed to form into not only an
infant, but a toddler, a teenager,
and even an old woman or man —
all present at the very beginning
of life within a mother’s womb.

A week after we learned of
the pregnancy, an ultrasound
showed the baby had grown to be

the size of a raspberry or small
gummy bear and already had
little arm and leg buds. In the few
weeks since conception to the
doctor’s appointment, at about six
weeks, our wee baby’s heart was
beating, and eyes, ears and a tiny
nose were beginning to show.
The baby can respond to touch
and, yes, is already able to feel
pain or warmth or cold although
things are nice and warm in the
mother’s womb if the baby re-
mains safe and undisturbed. With
today’s medical advancements,
doctors are even able to measure
the baby’s brain waves, but we
still can’t tell what he or she is
thinking. However, that scientific
fact also holds true for teenagers
because parents often wonder
what their teenagers are thinking.

Even before the teen years,
parents marvel at the different
stages in their children’s lives,
especially when their little ones
go from crawling to walking and
getting into everything. Remem-
bering how quickly our two-year-
old son got into trouble, I then
considered our new grandchild,
and every baby seven weeks
after conception, whose nervous
system is on overdrive building
100,000 new nerve cells every
minute.

While my brain was still
trying to imagine all those new
nerve cells, our wee baby wasn’t
taking any time off. At eight
weeks of life, all the baby’s
organs have been created but, of
course, still need time to grow
and get stronger in order to func-
tion well enough on their own,
in the same way that, although

the baby’s legs are able to wiggle
and move at birth, it takes months
before those little legs lead mom
and dad on a chase as the toddler
runs across the room. Even as
adults, we are all still changing
and developing, but the baby’s
rate of prenatal growth is incred-
ibly fast.

Before the beginning of this
month, our grandbaby’s legs and
arms were perfectly formed with
feet and toes, hands and fingers.
Those little fingers are able to
grasp things which, since there
aren’t many toys inside mommy,
I’'m sure our daughter-in-law
wonders if that’s how the baby is
squeezing her bladder. On those
tiny fingers are unique and indi-
vidual fingerprints that, no matter
how many people are born, only
this baby, this person, will have
for the rest of his or her life.

Thinking of life in a medical
sense, we think about a person’s
heart beating or flatlining upon
death. As such, how can it be
possible for anyone to deny that
a preborn baby is alive when we
can hear the baby’s heartbeat of-
ten before the mother realizes she
is pregnant. My son and daugh-
ter-in-law watched their baby’s
heart beating on the ultrasound
at only six weeks after concep-
tion. By nine weeks, the baby’s
heart is beating at 150 times per
minute, twice the rate of his or
her mom’s regular heartbeat —
although a mom’s heart probably
beats faster than usual whenever
she thinks of her child growing
within her womb.

All this development — de-
scribing God’s amazing creation
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hidden from sight — has happened
in just over two months. Most

of what happens during the next
seven months will simply be

the baby growing bigger and
stronger. This month, all the
internal organ systems, which
have already been created, will be
working, including the liver and
spleen which will be making red
blood cells to circulate through-
out the baby’s body.

By the end of February, our
grandbaby will be thirteen weeks
old — one preborn teenager
coming up. Our own precious
treasure, but just one of God’s
children, our grandbaby will have
grown from the size of a grain
of sugar to about three inches in
length. Such an amazing mira-
cle of growth and development
already, but we still have a few
months to wait, to allow this
child to grow bigger and stronger
before we hold him or her in our
arms. Yet we already hold this
tiny baby in our hearts.

We are told that “Mary kept
all these things and reflected
on them in her heart.” With-
out today’s modern scientific
advances, Mary was unable to
see the changes and growth in her
son’s life before birth, yet from
His conception, she knew He was
present, He was alive within her.
Today, how can we deny the mir-
acle of human life living within
the womb when we can actually
witness scientific proof of its
reality? Let us treasure every
precious life blessed by God the
Creator of life and hidden within
a mother’s womb.

MAKING SENSE OUT OF BIOETHICS

The Foxes and the Henhouse

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

Probably the biggest bioethics
story of 2019 involved Dr. Jankui
He (known to his associates as
“JK”), a Chinese scientist who
employed a new technology
called CRISPR/Cas9 to produce
the world’s first gene-edited
babies. JK made genetic chang-
es to two little girls, Lulu and
Nana, when they were early-stage
embryos, attempting to modify a
receptor for HIV to confer resis-
tance to a possible future infec-
tion from the virus. He publicly
announced the birth of the girls
at an international scientific con-
ference near the end of 2018, and
as the news rapidly spread, many
scientists and commentators
expressed shock and dismay over
his “designer baby” experiments.

Chinese provincial authorities
quickly became aware of his
activities as well, and he was
placed under house arrest upon
his return from the conference. In
the closing days of 2019, a secret

trial was held, and he was sen-
tenced to three years in prison for
producing the CRISPR babies.
The trial proceedings concluded
that JK had “rashly applied gene
editing technology to human
assisted reproductive medicine.”

The verdict reached by the
Chinese court raises complex
questions that must be confront-
ed: What does it mean to “rashly
apply” a new technology like
human gene editing? Who should
determine if a particular use is
“rash” or “reasonable”?

Dr. Rita Vassena, a member
of the Executive Committee of
the European Society of Human
Reproduction and Embryolo-
gy, framed the ethical concerns
around JK’s case this way: “As
the current scientific consensus
indicates, the use of CRISPR/
Cas9 in human embryos destined
to give rise to a pregnancy is, at
this stage, unjustified.”

She couches her ethical anal-
ysis, as many scientists do, in
terms of the “current scientific
consensus.” But such “consen-
sus” is an extremely malleable
concept. It also conveniently
implies that scientists themselves
can set up their own ethical rules
and provide regulatory oversight
for scientific research, so that
they, in effect, become the foxes

guarding the henhouse. The saga
that has unfolded during the last
year surrounding the gene-ed-
iting experiments of JK has
demonstrated, if nothing else,
how self-serving and ineffective
a community of scientists can be
as they try to exercise the role of
lawyer, judge and jury of their
own ethical standards.

Even though we should be
justifiably alarmed at Chinese
courts meting out jail time in
secret to scientific researchers,
the fact remains that it was a
government-controlled court that
finally put some teeth into ethical
regulations. In the West, to have
governments, courts or major in-
stitutions take any action whatso-
ever in a case like JK’s seems at
present inconceivable. Instead, in
American and European univer-
sities and industrial settings, we
often encounter feeble, meander-
ing discussions about research
ethics, along with a proliferation
of rubber-stamping “ethics review
panels.” These often consist of
hand-picked members devoid of
strong ethical or religious training
and viewpoints. Such panels give
increasingly systematic cover
for an ever-expanding range of
unethical research practices.

Whether it’s giving a green
light to use stem cells derived

from human embryos or tissues
from intentionally aborted fetuses
for research, or to employ cloning
technology to produce new hu-
man life, or to manufacture three
parent embryos, many biomedical
researchers have come to rely so
much on ethical rubber stamps
that they just venture ahead, con-
fident that they won’t be “fenced
in” by ethical considerations.

JK’s gene-editing experiments
and China’s strong reaction have
at least managed to bring the eth-
ical concerns momentarily back
into the spotlight. “I think a jail
sentence is the proper punishment
for him,” said Wang Yuedan, a
professor of immunology at Pe-
king University in comments he
shared with the New York Times.
“It makes clear our stance on the
gene editing of humans — that
we are opposed to it... signaling
that there is a bottom line that
cannot be broken.”

Yet this is precisely the difficul-
ty in biomedicine today: namely,
that there are few, if any, “bottom
lines” when it comes to research
ethics. The lines have become
exceedingly flexible, if the price
is right or if a particular political
administration is amenable to
re-drawing them.

While there isn’t any perfect
solution to ensure scientists never

engage in unethical research —
and the involvement of commu-
nist secret courts is certainly far
from ideal — we clearly need

to promote, fund and regulate
modern biomedical research in
a way that prioritizes ethics over
expediency.

This means establishing
significant sanctions and funding
restrictions when ethical vio-
lations by researchers occur. It
also means including alternative
viewpoints on ethics review pan-
els, especially those informed by
longstanding religious and philo-
sophical traditions, like that of the
Catholic Church, which offer the
important perspective that certain
ethical lines are not able to be
moved or redrawn. This kind of
input can contribute much to the
kinds of discussions that need to
occur, and can afford an import-
ant counterbalance to any foxes
who desire to keep guard over the
ethical henhouse.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk,
Ph.D. earned his doctorate in
neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard.
He is a priest of the diocese of
Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics
Center in Philadelphia. See www.
ncbcenter.org
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Cosas Curiosas De Nuestro Tiempo

Padre Wilson Cuevas

Vivimos en un tiempo curioso
y quizas por eso apasionante,
aunque no lo suficientemente
original porque mucho de lo que
hoy nos parece nuevo es tan vie-
jo como lo son el egoismo y el
pecado. Una caracteristica actual
es la defensa de los "’derechos”
de la vida, del cosmos, de las
culturas; Para evitar que el hom-
bre lo degrade aun mas. Pero lo
que hace curioso nuestro tiempo
no es el despertar ecoldgico o
proteccionista, sino el hecho
que junto a ello se difunda y
promueva un estilo de vida con-
siderado “natural” y se presenta
como carente de represiones, de
limites, de conceptos objetivos
de pecado. Como se piensa que
ese estilo de vida natural es mas
humano, que el que ha promov-
ido el cristianismo, muchos
afioran un regreso al paganismo,
a tiempos que consideraban
felices, porque alli cada uno era
duefio de su conciencia y esta-
blecia por si mismo lo que era
bueno y lo que era malo sin que
nadie lo molestara ni pretendiera
darle lecciones desde fuera. Lo
llamativo es que se admira ese
pasado pagano y se desea volver
a El, a la vez que se olvida como

acabo ese pasado. No se tiene en
cuenta que esa sociedad avan-
70 hacia la destruccion, tanto
econodmica, politica, social y
religiosa, precisamente porque
esa libertad, digase propiamente
libertinaje para no ofender el
concepto de libertad, fue la causa
interna del caos, la carcoma que
corroia el sistema por dentro,
debido a que minaba y destruia
El espiritu del cuero social: los
valores éticos, el mas semental
sentido comun ligados a la vida.
Asi, que convendria que
quienes propongan la vuelta a
esos tiempos “naturales” en la
que todo el mundo daba gusto a
su cuerpo sin tener que “aver-
gonzarse” de nada y en la que
lo bueno era lo que iba unido al
placer, estudiaran detenidamente
la historia y se dieran cuenta que
ese tipo de sociedad es inviable.
Precisamente porque no es natu-
ral. Lo natural no es cambiar de
pareja cuando a uno le apetece, o
engaflar, u olvidar los comprom-
isos que van ligados a la palabra
dada. Lo natural no es dejarse
llevar por los instintos. Eso sera
natural para un perro, un camello
o un cocodrilo... pero el hombre
es mas que un animal, aunque a
veces se empefie en ser menos
que eso; el hombre aunque
le pese, es diferente y tiene
elementos esenciales, constituti-
vos, naturales, distintos; por eso
lo natural en el hombre es ser
racional, es tener ética, es tener
conciencia. Eso es lo natural y
por eso triunfo el cristianismo
frente al permisivo paganismo.

Porque las consecuencias de las
malas acciones no son culpa del
que dice que eso esta mal, sino
que se deben al hecho Ineludible
de que lo malo hace dafio aunque
te guste y que lo bueno es lo
mejor para ti, aunque te cueste
reconocerlo y practicarlo. Asi,
si te gusta lo natural, se natural,
pero piensa en las consecuencias
y no te quejes ni lamentes de la
vida...

Hay ensefianzas cristianas
que son incompatibles con las
aspiraciones normales de la gente
normal. Para algunos el cristiano
es un ser que solo puede vivir
debajo de los puentes, que es una
persona sumisa y que fracasa en
todas las empresas que emprenda
en la vida. Es una vision terrible-
mente alejada de lo que Cristo
ofrecid a los suyos. El Sefior
vino para hacer feliz a la gente,
a ayudar a cada persona a llevar
con mas humanidad las miserias
de la vida y a gozar mas de las
muchas alegrias que también la
vida da. Hay que rechazar esa
imagen falsa del cristianismo que
lo liga a lo triste, a lo antipatico y
que hace del Evangelio algo solo
practicable por super gigantes,
por titanes de la fe o personas
extraordinarias. Pero no debemos
olvidar ni ocultar una verdad que
no se puede pasar por alto. Me
refiero a la CRUZ. Que signifi-
ca para los hombres de hoy ser
vencedor? Probablemente este
concepto esté ligado en muchos
casos no al éxito que se logra con
el esfuerzo o con la inteligencia,
sino mas bien al que se consigue

mediante la trampa, las faltas de
escrupulos o las mentiras y el
engafio. Y ahi si que hay que ser
valientes y no dudar en afirmar
que la doctrina de Jesucristo ha
desaparecido de la vida de esos
vencedores. Ellos la han hecho
desaparecer, la han arrojado lejos
de si porque era molesta para

su conciencia e incomoda para
sus negocios ¢ intereses. No se
puede vivir el cristianismo sin
abrazar la cruz. No me refiero a
una cruz especial, de esas que
nos asustan cuando sabemos que
la esta llevando un amigo. Me
refiero a la cruz de cada dia 'y
especialmente la que va ligada

a la honradez, a la honestidad, a
la sinceridad, a esas virtudes hu-
manas que hace de una persona
un buen amigo, un buen esposo,
un buen profesional y en general,
alguien de palabra en el que
puedes confiar plenamente. Ser
asi, incluso para los que llevan
mucho ganado gracias a sus
dones naturales, no es sencillo.
No lo ha sido nunca, pero quizas
menos en estos tiempos en que
las presiones sociales a favor el
bien se ha visto sustituidas por
otras en sentido contrario.

El cristiano de hoy sabe que
solo podra vencer si pone todas
sus cualidades y esfuerzos al
alcance de la accion fertilizadora
de la gracia de Dios: sabe que
para alcanzar el éxito no podra
utilizar las trampas que permiten
avanzar a otros, que habra de ser
fiel a su conciencia aunque eso le
haga perder algtin negocio: Pero
ese cristiano, como ha pasado

siempre, triunfara. Y lo hara
precisamente porque ha creado
a su alrededor un ambiente de
confianza. Probablemente sus hi-
jos seran, como el, gente de bien;
su familia no tendra tanto, pero
tampoco necesitara tanto; descu-
brir el valor de las cosas sencillas
le sacara a la vida un provecho,
que ignora el que solo vive para
tener, para conseguir llegar
arriba sin importar los medios.
Me dan pena los “vencedores”,
los triunfadores sin escripulos.
Y que causan, sobre todo, pena
a sus familias. No saben lo que
se pierden y como privan a los
suyos de descubrir las verdaderas
y perdurables alegrias de la

vida. No podemos ni debemos
hacer de ideologias o de “perso-
najes” seflores a los que adorar
porque solo al Dios de Jesucristo
debemos adorar y cuando asi lo
hacemos nos sentimos afortun-
ados; porque lo que El nos pide
lo distribuye rapidamente, a
manos llenas, entre los hombres,
entre los hermanos, entre los que
se tienen tragar en silencio sus
lagrimas porque hasta su voz
alzada seria excusa para nuevas
represiones. Si crees en Dios,

en el Dios crucificado, evita el
engafio y el autoengafio y puedes
poner tus esperanzas y las luchas
de cada dia en un deposito que
no se quiebra, en un negocio que
no fracasa, en manos de un ami-
g0 que no engafla, que siempre
es fiel y te ama con Amor eterno.
Que dicha poder vivir asi!

We live in a curious time and
perhaps because of that excite-
ment, although not original
enough because much of what
we think is new today is as old as
selfishness and sin. A current fea-
ture is the defense of the “rights”
of life, the cosmos, of cultures; to
keep the man from degrading it
even more. But what makes our
time curious is not the Ecological
or Protectionist Awakening, but
the fact that together it spreads
and promotes a lifestyle consid-
ered “natural” and presents itself
as devoid of repressions, limits,
objective concepts of sin. And it
is thought that this natural life-
style is more humane, than that
which has promoted Christianity,
many yearn for a return to pa-
ganism, to times they considered
happy, because there each owned
his conscience and established
for himself what was good and
what was bad without anyone
bothering him or pretending to
lecture him from the outside.
The striking thing is that you
admire that pagan past and want
to return to it, while forgetting
how it ended. It is not taken into
account that this society ad-
vanced towards destruction, both
economic, political, social and
religious, precisely because that
freedom, more properly called
debauchery, so as not to offend
the concept of freedom, was the
internal cause of chaos, the car-
cinoma that corroded the system

Curious Things Of Our Times

inside, because it undermined
and destroyed the spirit of our
social fabric: ethical values, and
the common sense that is linked
to life.

So, it would be appropriate that
those who advocate the return of
those “natural” times when ev-
eryone liked their body without
having to feel “embarrassed” by
anything, and where good was
whatever was linked to pleasure,
that they would carefully study
the history and realize that this
type of society is unworkable.
Precisely because it’s not natural.
The natural thing is not to change
partners when one wants to, or
deceive, or forget the commit-
ments that are linked to the given
word. The natural thing is not
to get carried away by instincts.
That would be natural for a dog,
a camel or a crocodile... but man
is more than an animal, though
he sometimes insists on being
less than that; man, even though
at times it weighs on him, is dif-
ferent and has essential, consti-
tutive, natural, distinct elements;
that’s why the natural thing in
man is to be rational, it’s to have
ethics, it’s to have a conscience.
That is the natural thing and that
is why Christianity triumphs over
permissive paganism. Because
the consequences of wrongdoing
are not the fault of the one who
says that this is wrong, but are
due to the inescapable fact that
evil hurts even if you like it,

and that good is what is best for
you, even if you find it hard to
recognize and practice it. So, if
you like the natural, be natural,
but think about the consequences
and don’t complain or be sorry
about life...

There are Christian teachings
that are incompatible with the
normal aspirations of normal
people. For some, the Christian
is a being who can live under
bridges, who is submissive and
who fails in all his business un-
dertakings in life. It is a terribly
distant vision of what Christ
offered to His people. The Lord
came to make people happy, to
help each person to carry the
miseries of life more humanely,
and to enjoy more of the many
joys that life also gives. We must
reject this false image of Chris-
tianity that links it to the sad, to
the unfriendly and that makes
the Gospel only practicable by
super giants, by titans of faith
or extraordinary people. But we
must not forget or hide a truth
that cannot be overlooked. I'm
referring to the CROSS. What
does it mean for today’s men to
be victorious? This concept is
probably in many cases linked
not to success achieved with ef-
fort or intelligence, but rather to
that one achieved through cheat-
ing, lack of scruples, or lies and
deception. And there we must be
courageous and not hesitate to
affirm that the doctrine of Jesus

Christ has disappeared from the
lives of those victors. They have
made it disappear, thrown it
away because it was annoying to
their conscience and uncomfort-
able for their business and inter-
ests. You can’t live Christianity
without embracing the cross. |
don’t mean a special cross, the
ones that scare us when we know
it’s being carried by a friend. I re-
fer to the cross of every day and
especially that which is linked
to honor, honesty, sincerity, to
those human virtues that make
a person a good friend, a good
husband, a good professional and
in general someone who offers a
word that you can fully trust . To
be so, even for those who have
earned much, thanks to their
natural gifts, is not easy. It has
never been, but perhaps less so in
these times when social pressures
for good have been replaced by
others to the contrary.

Today’s Christian knows
that he can only overcome if
he makes all his qualities and
efforts within the reach of the
fertilizing action of God’s grace:
he knows that in order to achieve
success he will not be able to
use the traps that allow others to
advance, that he will be faithful
to his own conscience even if it
means losing a business oppor-
tunity. But that Christian, as has
always happened, will triumph.
And he will do so precisely
because he has created around

himself an atmosphere of trust.
His children will probably be,
like him, good people; his family
won’t have that much, but they
won’t need that much either;
Discovering the value of simple
things will bring to life a profit,
which evades the one who only
lives to have, to get to the top no
matter the means. I feel sorry for
the “winners”, the unscrupulous
winners. And they give, above
all, grief to their families. They
don’t know what they’re miss-
ing and how they deprive their
families to discover the true and
enduring joys of life. We cannot
and should not make ideologies
or “characters” lords for us to
worship because we should only
worship our Lord Jesus Christ,
and when we do, we feel fortu-
nate; because what He asks of us
He distributes quickly, with plen-
tiful hands, among men, among
the brethren, among those who
have to silently swallow their
tears because even their raised
voice would be an excuse for fur-
ther repression. If you believe in
God, in the crucified God, avoid
deception and self-deception and
you can put your hopes and daily
struggles in a safe warehouse, in
a business that does not fail, in
the hands of a friend who does
not deceive, who is always faith-
ful and loves you with eternal
Love. What a great way it is to
live like this!
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By Tony Magliano
Featured Columnist

Among the countless vulner-
able human beings in our world,
none are more vulnerable than
millions of unborn babies threat-
ened by abortion.

Even a new-born baby is less
vulnerable.

Hardly anyone could kill a
new-born infant. Just the mere
sight of a precious new-born baby
brings a smile to one’s face and
warmth to one’s heart. And that is
a vulnerable baby’s best natural
defense.

However, an unborn baby does
not have the protection of being
seen for what he or she is —a
miraculous new human life (see:
“From Conception to Birth”
http://bit.ly/1XezTp2).

But a wonderful international
effort by the Knights of Colum-
bus has provided over 1,000
ultrasound machines to pregnancy
centers and pro-life health clinics
throughout the U.S. and in several
countries, thus allowing mothers
and fathers to see their miraculous
unborn babies (see: https://bit.
ly/2QIVtX).

While many born babies
tragically and unnecessarily die
every year from poverty, treatable

Defending the most defenseless

diseases and the scourge of war,
the number of unborn babies bru-
tally dismembered and murdered
by abortion is far greater.

Each year, approximately
900,000 abortions are performed
in the U.S. (see: https://bit.ly/2sn-
R4vE). And it is estimated that
annually 56 million unborn babies
are aborted worldwide (see:
https://bit.ly/2R6xsDr).

As I write, I am planning to
participate in the “March for
Life” tomorrow (Jan. 24) in
Washington, D.C. I have marched
in this annual event over 30 times
because of its educational, politi-
cal and spiritual importance. But
the “March for Life” and other
such events around the U.S. and
world — important as they are —
are simply not enough.

While it’s true that many of
the marchers will go home and
continue marching in one way or
another for the unborn, I suspect
many will not — including the mil-
lions who could not attend. I say
this because as [ keep my ear to
the ground, and speak at parishes
around the U.S., I don’t usual-
ly get a strong sense that most
Catholics are actively working
throughout the year to end abor-
tion — or for that matter regularly
working to end any other human
injustice.
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Now that’s not to say that most
Catholics aren’t good caring
people — they are! Rather, I
think many Catholics are very
busy with other essentials — and
non-essentials — and that the
phenomenon of “out of sight, out
of mind” causes many people
to forget about all the suffering.
Furthermore, the fact that many
clergymen are hesitant to reg-
ularly preach on abortion and
other hot-button social justice and
peace issues — even though the
Scripture readings very often lend
themselves to such preaching —
doesn’t help.

The U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat of
Pro-Life Activities is asking us to
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Featured Columnist

Entre los innumerables seres
humanos vulnerables en nuestro
mundo, ninguno es mas vulnera-
ble que millones de bebés no nac-
idos amenazados por el aborto.

Incluso un bebé recién nacido
es menos vulnerable.

Casi nadie podria matar a un
bebé recién nacido. Solo la simple
vista de un precioso bebé recién
nacido trae una sonrisa a la cara
y calidez al corazon. Y esa es la
mejor defensa natural de un bebé
vulnerable.

Sin embargo, un bebé nonato
no tiene la proteccion de ser visto
por lo que es: una vida humana
nueva y milagrosa (ver: “Desde la
concepcion hasta el nacimiento”
http://bit.ly/1XezTp2).

Pero un maravilloso esfuerzo
internacional de los Caballeros de
Coldn ha proporcionado mas de
1,000 maquinas de ultrasonido a
centros de embarazo y clinicas de
salud pro-vida en los EE. UU. Y
en varios paises, permitiendo asi
que las madres y los padres vean
a sus milagrosos bebés no nacidos
(ver: https: /bit.ly/2QIVX).

Mientras que muchos bebés
nacidos tragicamente e innecesar-
iamente mueren cada afio a causa
de la pobreza, enfermedades
tratables y el flagelo de la guerra,
el nimero de bebés no nacidos
brutalmente desmembrados y
asesinados por el aborto es mucho
mayor.

Cada afo, se realizan aprox-
imadamente 900,000 abortos
en los EE. UU. (Ver: https://bit.
ly/2snR4vE). Y se estima que
anualmente 56 millones de bebés
no nacidos son abortados en
todo el mundo (ver: https://bit.

ly/2R6xsDr).

Mientras escribo, planeo
participar en la “Marcha por la
vida” manana (24 de enero) en
Washington, D.C. He marchado
en este evento anual mas de 30
veces debido a su importancia ed-
ucativa, politica y espiritual. Pero
la “Marcha por la vida” y otros
eventos similares en todo Estados
Unidos y el mundo, por impor-
tantes que sean, simplemente no
son suficientes.

Si bien es cierto que muchos
de los manifestantes iran a casa
y continuaran marchando de una
forma u otra por los no nacidos,
sospecho que muchos no lo haran,
incluidos los millones que no
pudieron asistir. Digo esto porque
mientras mantengo mi oido en el
suelo y hablo en las parroquias de
los Estados Unidos, generalmente
no tengo la sensacion de que la
mayoria de los catdlicos estan tra-
bajando activamente durante todo
el aflo para poner fin al aborto,

o0 para el caso, trabajan regular-
mente para poner fin a cualquier
otra injusticia humana.

Ahora, eso no quiere decir
que la mayoria de los catélicos
no sean buenas personas afec-
tuosas, jlo son! Mas bien, creo
que muchos catélicos estan muy
ocupados con otros elementos
esenciales, y no esenciales, y que
el fenomeno de “fuera de la vista,
fuera de la mente” hace que mu-
chas personas se olviden de todo
el sufrimiento. Ademas, el hecho
de que muchos clérigos duden
en predicar regularmente sobre
el aborto y otros temas candentes
de justicia social y paz, a pesar de
que las lecturas de las Escrituras
a menudo se prestan a tal predi-
cacion, no ayuda.

La Secretaria de Actividades

iIndefensos

Pro-Vida de la Conferencia de
Obispos Catolicos de EE. UU.
Nos pide que enviemos un correo
electrénico y llamemos (centralita
del Capitolio: 202-224-3121) a
nuestros dos senadores y repre-
sentantes de EE. UU. Instandolos
a copatrocinar y votar los siguien-
tes proyectos de ley:

* “Ley de proteccion de sobre-

vivientes de aborto nacidos vi-

vos” (S.311/8S.130 / H.R.962)

* “Ley de proteccion del nifio

por nacer compatible con el

dolor” (S.160 / H.R.784)

* “Ley de no divulgacion de

fondos para contribuyentes para

el aborto y el seguro de aborto

de 20197 (S.109 / H.R.200

* “Ley de proteccion de la con-

ciencia” (S.183 / H.R.2014).

Ademas, registrese para recibir

alertas legislativas de su confer-

encia catolica estatal.

Ademas, hay muchos sitios
web buenos que ofrecen numer-
osas sugerencias sobre como
mantenerse activamente pro-vida
durante todo el afio.

Nos haria bien reorganizar
algunas de nuestras prioridades,

a fin de dejar espacio durante
todo el afio para las personas

no nacidas y otras personas que
sufren. Para aquellos de ustedes
que ya estan haciendo lo mejor
aqui, jGracias! |Y sigan con el
buen trabajo! Y para el resto de
nosotros que ciertamente podem-
os hacerlo mejor, jvamos a por
ello!

Tony Magliano es un columni-
sta internacionalmente sindicado
de justicia social y paz. Esta dis-
ponible para hablar en reuniones
diocesanas o parroquiales. Tony
puede ser contactado en tmag6(@,
comcast.net.

email and call (Capitol switch-
board: 202-224-3121) our two
U.S. senators and representative
urging them to co-sponsor and
vote for the following bills:
* “Born-Alive Abortion Sur-
vivors Protection Act” (S.311/
S.130/H.R.962)
* “Pain-Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act” (S.160/
H.R.784)
* “No Taxpayer Funding for
Abortion and Abortion Insur-
ance Full Disclosure Act of
2019” (S.109/H.R.200
* “Conscience Protection Act”
(S.183/H.R.2014).

Also, please sign-up to receive
legislative alerts from your state

Catholic conference.

February 2020

Additionally, there are many
good websites offering numerous
suggestions on how to stay active-
ly pro-life all year.

It would do us well to rearrange
some of our priorities, so as to
make room throughout the year
for the unborn and other hurting
people. For those of you who are
already doing your best here —
Thanks! And keep up the good
work! And to the rest of us who
can certainly do better — let’s go
for it!

Tony Magliano is an interna-
tionally syndicated social justice
and peace columnist. He is
available to speak at diocesan or
parish gatherings. Tony can be
reached at tmag6@comcast.net.

V For | know the plans | have for you, ‘
Plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11

YOU CONCENTRATE ON RUNNING
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DIGITAL ADVERTISING! WE CAN:

YAHOO AND BING!)

O®CREATE, MANAGE AND MAINTAIN A STUNNING, MOBILE
FRIENDLY, EASY TO NAVIGATE WEBSITE THAT WILL
CONVERT NEW CUSTOMERS/PATIENTS/CLIENTS TO YOUR
BUSINESS! (SEO INCLUDED SO YOU CAN BE FOUND ON
THE 1ST PAGE OF TOP SEARCH ENGINES LIKE GOOGLE,

OCREATE, MANAGE AND MAINTAIN YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA
SITES LIKE FACEBOOK, TWITTER AND INSTAGRAM! WE
TAKE PICTURES AT YOUR BUSINESS WEEKLY, WE GATHER
INFORMATION, WE POST REGULARLY. (VIDEO INCLUDED,
LIKE LIVES ON FACEBOOK.) STAY TOP OF MIND WITH YOUR
CUSTOMERS/PATIENTS/CLIENTS AND KEEP THEM
INFORMED AND ENTERTAINED ON YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA. -
WE TURN YOU INTO THE LOCAL EXPERT IN YOUR FIELD.

®TURN YOUR CUSTOMERS/PATIENTS/CLIENTS INTO YOUR
LOCAL ADVOCATES BY BUILDING YOUR ONLINE
REPUTATION! WE CAN HELP YOU INCREASE YOUR
RATINGS ON GOOGLE, FACEBOOK AND MORE WITH
LEGITIMATE REVIEWS FROM YOUR DATABASE!

FREE ONLINE
ASSESSMENT REPORT

Call 915-276-0304
Email norma@TheMGroupElPaso.com
Visit www.TheMGroupElPaso.com




The Rio Grande Catholic

Foundation

February 2020- 15

The Catholic Foundation Welcomes the Angela Ladogana Fund for St. Raphael

By Sofia Larkin
Major Gifts Officer

Angela Ladogana, affectionately
known as Angie, was as generous
after her passing as she was in life.
A St. Raphael parishioner, Angie
left an estate gift for her beloved
parish; Fr. Tony Celino, JCL,
Pastor of St. Raphael, used the
thoughtful donation to establish
a Named Fund for the church in
her memory. She lost her valiant
battle with cancer on January 26,
2019 at the age of 68. A Mass to
celebrate the life and memory of
Angie Ladogana will be held at
St. Raphael Parish on Saturday,
February 15 at the 4pm anticipated
Mass. All are welcome to honor
her legacy and contribute to her
fund.

Angela Elizabeth Ladogana was
born in Barletta, Italy to Fran-
cesco and Vincenza Ladogana.

As a child, she attended Mass
celebrated by Saint Padre Pio. It
made an impact on the young girl
and gave her a foundation for a
lifelong devotion to her Catholic

faith. At the age of seven, Angela
and her family emigrated to New
York. She would go on to receive
degrees from Hunter College and
Yeshiva University, a Ph.D. from
the University of Texas at Austin,
and a postdoctoral degree from Al-
liant University. Dr. Ladogana was
a licensed psychologist in the state
of Texas and prior to establishing
her private practice in El Paso, she
was a YISD school psychologist.

Angie worked tirelessly as a
volunteer for numerous organiza-
tions, including St. Raphael Parish
ministries—Catholic Daughters,
ACTS, Eucharistic Minister—
loved to decorate the church for
Easter and Christmas, supported
Jennifer Ann’s Group, and had a
passion for the Sisters of Francis-
can Missionaries of Mary and the
Sisters of Charity. She was known
as someone who loved easily, was
a loyal friend, and loved to dance
and garden.

Join the St. Raphael community
for a special Mass in memory of
Angie Ladogana on Saturday,
February 15 at 4pm. St. Raphael

Parish is located at 2301 Zanzibar
Road. To contribute to the fund,
please contact the Foundation’s
Major Gifts Officer at 915-872-
8412 or slarkin@elpasodiocese.
org.

St. Raphael Parish was estab-
lished as a mission of St. Pius
X Parish in 1966 after a census
revealed 800 Catholic families
living in east El Paso and the
first church, now the parish hall,
was constructed that year. It was
decreed a parish on August 15,
1967 by Bishop Metzger. Rev.
Richard J. Arlt was appointed the
first resident priest beginning on
December 1, 1967. St. Raphael
is home to thousands of families
from surrounding neighborhoods,
including Album Park, Cielo Vista
and Eastridge.

You can reach Major Gifts
Officer Sofia Larkin at slarkin@el-
pasodiocese.org or 915.872.8412.
The Foundation for the Diocese
of El Paso is located at 499 St.
Matthews Street, Building G, and
office hours are Monday — Friday,
9-12, 1-5, and by appointment.

4%2 @atﬁa//e f;(/m’aab/z ﬁ/zede/uz

CATHOLIC LEGACY FUND

=20
20

Your Faith in Focus

dede rese Qﬂf%./

ALAMO MoOVIE NIGHT FOR SEMINARIANS

Wednesday, April 8, 6-9pm
ALAMO DRAFTHOUSE CINEMA

14TH ANNUAL FOUNDATION OF FAITH DINNER

WITH JIM CAVIEZEL

EL PASO CONVENTION CENTER

A St. Raphael parishioner, Angie left an estate gift for her beloved parish;
Fr. Tony Celino, JCL, Pastor of St. Raphael, used the thoughtful dona-
tion to establish a Named Fund for the church in her memory.

Photo Courtesy The Foundation for the Diocese of El Paso

ENDOWMENT FOR YOUR FUTURE

ESTATE & END OF LIFE PLANNING SEMINAR
Fall 2020
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How Can | Help My Parish

By Karina Sondoval engagement and Sunday collec-

Stewardship Coordinator  'ion- The course will provide the = gpa g One Assistance to Parishes to improve Mass Attendance

theology and spirituality of Stew-
ardship and will provide resourc-
es to promote a Stewardship way
of life: Pray, Serve and Give in
the parish. Please note: Anyone
interested to take the Steward-
ship course must have completed
the Christian Formation Program
under the Tepeyac Institute

For more information please
contact Tepeyac Institute at 915-
872-8420 or to contact Karina
Sandoval directly please send
her an e-mail to ksandoval(@
elpasodiocese.org

February 2020

Karina Sandoval, Stewardship
Coordinator for the Founda-
tion for the Diocese of El Paso
offers one-on-one assistance
to parishes to improve Mass
attendance, ministry partici-
pation and Sunday collection.
Sandoval, will offer a weekend
course in English and Spanish
under the Tepeyac Institute for
parishioners interested to learn
how to help their pastors increase
parish Mass attendance, ministry

What: Stewardship Ministry Certificate

Where: Tepeyac Institute:
499 St. Matthews St. El Paso, TX 79907

When: Saturday, March 7 & 14 - English
Time: 8:00 am - 12 pm

Presenter: Karina Sandoval, Stewardship Coordinator

Como Puedo Ayudar a mi Parroquia

Por Karina Sondoval en Misa, participacion en los

Stewardship Coordinator ministerios y un incremento en
la ofrenda dominical. El curso

proveera la teologia y la espiri-
tualidad sobre la Corresponsab-
ilidad y recursos que ayudan a
promover el estilo de vida Cor-
responsable: Orar, Servir y Dar
en la parroquia. Nota: Aquellos
interesados en tomar el curso

Entrenamiento a las parroquias para ayudarles a
incrementar su asistencia en Misa

La Coordinadora en Cor-
responsabilidad para la Fun-
dacion para la Diocesis de El
Paso, Karina Sandoval ofrece
entrenamiento a las parroquias
para ayudarles a incrementar
su asistencia en Misa, partici-

Qué: Certificado en el Ministerio de Corresponsabilidad

Donde: Instituto Tepeyac:
499 St. Matthew St. El Paso, TX 79907

pacion en los ministerios y la
colecta dominical. Sandoval,
ofrecerd un curso de fin de sem-
ana en inglés y en espafiol bajo
el Instituto Tepeyac para aquel-
los feligreses que estén intere-

deberan de haber completado el
programa de la Formacion Cris-
tiana bajo el Instituto Tepeyac.
Para mas informacion favor de
contactar al Instituto Tepeyac

al 915-872-8420 o contactar a
Karina Sandoval a su correo

Cuando: sabado, 7 y 14 de marzo - espaiiol

Tiempo: 1:00 — 5:00 pm

Presentador: Karina Sandoval, Coordinadora en Corresponsabilidad
sados en ayudar a sus pastores a

. . . electronico al ksandoval@
que se incremente la asistencia

elpasodiocese.org

THE

RIO GRANDE CAIHOLIC

Need to reach more potential Catholic customers

ADVERSTISE WITH US

The Rio Grande Catholic is distributed all over
El Paso and the West Texas Region.

CONTACT THE OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS
AT 915-872-8414
OR CONACT NORMA MUNOZ AT
NMUNOZ@ELPASODIOCESE.ORG
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For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in
him might not perish but
might have eternal life.
JOHN 3:16

2020PROGRESS.ORG

Make Your
Donation Today

(915) 872-8412

499 St. Matthews Street El Paso, Texas 79907

EI@ FOUNDATION

For THE Diocese ofF EL Paso
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CATHOLIC MINISTRY APPEAL 2020
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Progress is our annual invitation to the people of the
Diocese of El Paso to participate in and support the
ministries and programs of your local Church.

These ministries and programs support parishes, individuals
and families, and the broader community in the 10 counties
of the Diocese, and they involve activities that individual
parishes cannot carry out on their own. Jesus invites us to
follow Him to build a strong Catholic community.

Parishes, Schools, Families and
Individuals Benefit

Parishes receive training, consultation, and direct support from
the programs and ministries funded by the Catholic Ministry
Appeal and individuals receive educational, spiritual, and
social services. Your gift to the 2020 Progress: Catholic
Ministry Appeal will help fund areas of your choice.

February 2020

Make Your Donation Today

We ask parishioners throughout the Diocese to participate
in the Catholic Ministry Appeal both through prayer for its
success and a pledge of support. With everyone’s help, your
ministries can carry on the work that Christ entrusted to
His Church.

How Can | Support the Catholic Ministry?

J» At your church during one of the Commitment
Weekends in February

-+ Online at www.2020progress.org

¥ Through the QR code > [Elzieii ]

J By phone at (915) 872-8412 i3 &

J» By mail to Progress 2020 Appeal I-EIL. E‘E;

P.O. Box 17993
El Paso, Texas 79917

$1,900,000 GOAL 12,000 DONORS

In order to reach our goal of $1,900,000 in 2020, we PRAYERFULLY ask all returning
donors to consider increasing their pledge to the next level of giving.

Education & Formation

Ministries that oversee our Catholic schools, provide
support to parish catechetical programs, and train
lay ministers

Evangelization
Programs that provide evangelization and advocacy
on behalf of those in need

Pastoral Outreach
Ministries that offer human services and outreach to
the Catholic community

facebook.com/FoundationfortheDioceseofEIPaso

Seminarian & Diaconate Formation
Ministries that recruit and train the seminarians and
permanent deacons for the Diocese of El Paso

Area of Greatest Need

. The Foundation can maximize your gift and use it to
make the greatest possible impact if you choose this
designation. That's because we are always assessing
the areas of greatest need in our Catholic community
and working to find the best possible solutions.

4 - OUNDATION

#/AN For THE Diocese ofF EL Paso
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Dios amo tanto al
mundo, que entrego a su
Hijo unico para que
todo el que crea en él no
muera, sino que tenga
Vida eterna.

JUAN 3,16

2020PROGRESS.ORG

'Haga su
Donativo Hoy!

(915) 872-8412

499 St. Matthews Street El Paso, Texas 79907

EI@ FOUNDATION

For THE Diocese oF EL Paso
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Progreso es la invitaciéon anual para que la gente de la
Diécesis de El Paso participe y apoye a los ministerios
y programas de nuestra Iglesia local.

Estos ministerios y programas apoyan a las parroquias,
individuos y familias y a toda la comunidad en general,
en los 10 condados de la Diocesis, e involucran actividades
que las parroquias individuales no pueden realizar por
si mismas. Jestis nos invita a seguirlo para construir una
comunidad catdlica fuerte.

Parroquias, Escuelas, Familias e
Individuos se Benefician

Las parroquias reciben capacitacion, consultas y apoyo directo
de los programas y ministerios financiados por la Campana
para los Ministerios Catolicos y las personas reciben
servicios educativos, espirituales y sociales. Su donacién a
Progreso 2020: la Camparia para los Ministerios Catolicos
ayudara a financiar areas de su eleccion:

Haga su Promesa de Donativo Hoy

Pedimos a los feligreses de toda la didcesis que participe en
la Campaiia para los Ministerios Catolicos, tanto a través de
una oracion para su éxito, como con una promesa de apoyo
monetario. Con su ayuda, nuestros ministerios pueden
continuar con la obra que Cristo confié a su Iglesia.

¢Como puedo yo apoyar a Progreso - Campana para
los Ministerios Catdlicos?

En su iglesia, durante uno de los fines de semana

de compromiso en febrero

En linea en en www.2020progress.org  [u];

PorQRcode —F—F——

Por teléfono al (915) 872-8412

Por correo a Campana de Progreso 2020
P. O. Box 17993
El Paso, Texas 79917El Paso, Texas 79917

$1,900,000 META 12,000 DONANTES

Con el fin de alcanzar nuestra meta de $1.9 millones en el 2020, pedimos en oracidén que todos los
donantes vuelvan a considerar aumentar la cantidad de su compromiso a un nivel mas alto.

Educacion y Formacion

Ministerios que supervisan nuestras escuelas catdlicas,
brindan apoyo a los programas catequéticos de la
parroquia y capacitan a ministros laicos

Evangelizacion
Programas que brindan evangelizacién y defensa en
nombre de los necesitados.

Alcance Pastoral
Ministerios que ofrecen servicios humanosy

divulgacién a la comunidad catdlica.

facebook.com/FoundationfortheDioceseofEIPaso

Seminarista y Formacion de Diaconado
Ministerios que reclutan y capacitan a los
seminaristas y didconos permanentes para la
Didcesis de El Paso

Area de Mayor Necesidad

La Fundacién puede maximizar su donativo y
utilizarlo para lograr el mayor impacto posible si elige
esta designacion. Eso es porque siempre estamos
evaluando las dreas de mayor necesidad en nuestra
comunidad catdlica y trabajando para encontrar las
mejores soluciones posibles.

4 FOUNDATION
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