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At Border Mass, Migrants Who Died Are Remembered

|

RHINA GUIDOS, CNS - EL
Paso, TX - From an altar set on

a platform just above the waters
that straddle the U.S. and Mexico,
Bishop Mark J. Seitz of El Paso,
Texas, celebrated a Mass Nov. 5 to
remember migrants who’ve died
trying to cross the waters below or
along the border in 2022.

In particular, he remembered
a S-year-old named Margareth
Sofia, who died a few months
before in the Rio Grande.

“She came from an impov-
erished town in southeast Gua-
temala,” the bishop said in his
homily, recounting the news about
her drowning. “The 5-year-old
dreamed of working one day in
Kansas, where she had relatives.
She wanted to make enough mon-
ey, along with her mother, to help
her disabled 9-year-old brother.”

Trying to reach that dream, she
began crossing the river, guided
by her mother’s hand Aug. 24. In
a matter of moments, the rip cur-
rent grabbed a hold of the child.

First responders recovered her
little body from the river.

“Normally, the Rio Grande,

Rio Bravo (as it’s known on the
Mexico side) doesn’t have enough
water to be of threat to anyone,”
the bishop said. “But you remem-
ber the strong storms we had at the
end of August.”

Local Spanish-language media
in El Paso reported that she was
the fourth child to die in the
river in a span of 24 hours in late
August at the popular passage for
border crossers.

The weekend Mass, just a few
days after All Souls’ Day, marked
the 25th time that the border cities
of El Paso, Las Cruces, New Mex-
ico, and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico,
have gathered to pray for those
who have died trying to reach the
U.S.

To date this year, Seitz said,
border authorities have reported
853 migrant deaths on the U.S.
border side alone. It’s a number
that doesn’t include those who
have died in the Darién Gap, a
thick jungle that connects South
and Central America where many
migrants travel through trying to
avoid authorities.

The statistics also don’t show
those who have died at the hands
of organized crime in Mexico and
Central America, he said.

“As we gather, we’re conscious
that there are many who have not
arrived safe and sound to this tem-
porary worldly destination,” Seitz
said. “It’s possible that their stories
are never told until we meet them
in the kingdom of God. Each one
of these deaths is a lost loved
one, but one never forgotten, hurt
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From an altar set on a platform just above the waters that straddle the U.S. and Mexico, Bishop Mark J. Seitz of El Paso, Texas, celebrated a Mass
Nov. 5 to remember migrants who’ve died trying to cross the waters below or along the border in 2022. Photo by Emily Montelongo

En La Misa De La Frontera Se Recuerda A Los Migrantes Que Murieron

RHINA GUIDOS, CNS - EL
Paso, TX - Desde un altar colo-
cado en una plataforma justo por
encima de las aguas que atravie-
san Estados Unidos y México,
el obispo Mark J. Seitz de El
Paso, Texas, celebro una misa

el 5 de noviembre para recordar
a los migrantes que han muerto
tratando de cruzar las aguas por
debajo o a lo largo de la frontera
en 2022.

En particular, recordé a una
nifia de 5 afios 1lamada Marga-
reth Sofia, que murié unos meses
antes en el Rio Grande.

“Venia de un pueblo empo-
brecido del sureste de Gua-
temala”, dijo el obispo en su
homilia, al relatar la noticia de su
ahogamiento. “La nifia de 5 afios
sofiaba con trabajar algun dia en
Kansas, donde tenia parientes.
Queria ganar suficiente dinero,

junto con su madre, para ayudar
a su hermano discapacitado de 9
afios”.

Tratando de alcanzar ese
suefio, comenzod a cruzar el rio,
guiada por la mano de su madre
el 24 de agosto. En cuestion de
instantes, la corriente de retorno
se apodero de la nifia.

Los socorristas recuperaron su
pequeiio cuerpo del rio.

“Normalmente, el Rio Grande,
el Rio Bravo (como se le conoce
en el lado mexicano) no tiene
suficiente agua para ser una
amenaza para nadie”, dijo el
obispo. “Pero recuerdan las
fuertes tormentas que tuvimos a
finales de agosto”.

Los medios de comunicacion
locales en espaiiol de El Paso
informaron de que era la cuarta
nifia que moria en el rio en un
lapso de 24 horas a finales de

agosto en el popular paso para
los que cruzan la frontera.

La misa del fin de semana,
pocos dias después del Dia de
Todos los Santos, marcé la 25*
vez que las ciudades fronterizas
de El Paso, Las Cruces, Nuevo
México, y Ciudad Juarez, Méxi-
co, se han reunido para rezar por
los que han muerto tratando de
llegar a los Estados Unidos.

En lo que va de afo, dijo Seitz,
las autoridades fronterizas han
informado de 853 muertes de
migrantes so6lo en el lado de la
frontera estadounidense. Es una
cifra que no incluye a los que
han muerto en la Brecha del
Darién, una espesa selva que
conecta Sudamérica y Cen-
troamérica y por la que pasan
muchos migrantes tratando de
evitar a las autoridades.

Las estadisticas tampoco

muestran a los que han muerto a
manos del crimen organizado en
México y Centroamérica, dijo.

“Al reunirnos, Somos consci-
entes de que hay muchos que no
han llegado sanos y salvos a este
destino temporal del mundo”,
dijo Seitz. “Es posible que sus
historias nunca sean contadas
hasta que nos encontremos con
ellos en el reino de Dios. Cada
una de estas muertes es un ser
querido perdido, pero nunca
olvidado, un dolor que nunca ter-
minara, una historia que merece
ser contada”.

Seitz, que se convertira en
el presidente del comité de
migracion de la Conferencia
Episcopal de Estados Unidos a
mediados de noviembre, estuvo
acompafiado por los obispos José

Continuado en la pagina 5
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Synodality Is The Way Of Being Church

ynod means “together on

the journey”. And syno-

dality is about becoming
each other’s companion on this
journey.

Since the beginning of the
Church, meetings of bishops
called synods were held to decide
upon important matters in the life
of their particular churches. As
you know, the whole Church is in
the midst of a synod process, lis-
tening to all the faithful and their
concerns, so that we can learn
to grow in synodality. There
are three main moments in this
synod process: 1) listening fully
and without prejudices to the
insight of the Catholic faithful, 2)
discerning what the Holy Spirit
is telling the Church through
the insight of the faithful, and 3)
implementing norms and initia-
tives based on this discernment.
Pope Francis recently decided
to extend the process one more
year so that we can truly listen to
each other and to the Holy Spirit
speaking to the Church.

The theme of this Synod 2021-
2024 is “For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and

Fr. Ivan Montelongo

Mission”. It deals particularly
with a fundamental question:
“How does this ‘journeying
together’ take place today on
different levels (from the local
level to the universal one), allow-
ing the Church to proclaim the
Gospel? And what steps is the
Spirit inviting us to take in order
to grow as a synodal Church?”
(Preparatory Document, no. 2).

We held the diocesan phase of
the synod from October 2021 to
August 2022. During this phase,
the faithful gathered in their

Editor’s Column

parish communities to ponder the
fundamental question mentioned
above and consider its implica-
tions, sharing about their life of
faith and how the Church has
been present to them. The dioce-
san phase concluded with a Mass
on November 29 at St. Patrick
Cathedral.

The insert accompanying
this edition of the Rio Grande
Catholic contains the Synthesis
of Diocesan Phase of the Synod
2021-2024. The Introduction
explains the methodology em-
ployed during the synod pro-
cess. The section titled Findings
contains the contributions of the
faithful who participated in the
process. The Conclusion presents
some future possibilities for our
diocese to continue growing in
synodality. I encourage you to
read it in a spirit of prayer and
listening. If you participated
in the listening sessions of the
synod, I hope that the Synthesis
reflects your experiences and
your dreams for our Church in El
Paso. If you did not participate
in the diocesan phase of synod,
I pray that what is contained

in the Synthesis may also give
voice to your concerns and your
experience of the Church as this
material moves on to the next
stages of the process.

It is very important to make
a clarification: the Synthesis
summarizes the contributions
of the faithful in our diocese. It
deals only with the first moment
of the synod: listening fully and
without prejudices. It does not
mean that everything the Synthe-
sis contains will be implemented,
but it means that everything will
be truly discerned. The Holy
Spirit will guide the Church in
discernment so that the synod
can respond to the most pressing
needs of the present time. Per-
haps not everything contained in
the Synthesis will be implement-
ed, or perhaps it will. Neverthe-
less, the Holy Spirit is in charge
of this process.

Now that the diocesan phase
has concluded, there are two
more upcoming phases: a con-
tinental one and a global one.
From our region, the bishops of
the US and Canada will gather
in the next months to discern
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what has been spoken by the
faithful. Then, all the bishops of
the world will gather in Rome on
October 2023 and October 2024
to continue with the discernment
and implementation.

At the local level, Bishop Seitz
and the Diocesan Pastoral Coun-
cil are already working on creat-
ing a Pastoral Plan that will also
address the concerns manifested
in the Synthesis. At the parochial
level, pastors and the faithful can
also discern on the contents of
the synthesis in order to imple-
ment the initiatives that the Spirit
inspires them to pursue.

If you want to know more
about the Synod 2021-2024, you
can read the National Synthe-
sis, a summary of the diocesan
reports throughout the U.S.,
at usccb.org/synod. You can
also find the Document for the
Continental Stage, a summary of
all the national reports, at synod.
va/en.html. May we strive to
become each other’s companions
on the journey, so that we may
build a more synodal, participa-
tory, and missionary Church!

La Sinodalidad Es La Forma De Ser Iglesia

inodo significa “juntos en el

camino”. Y la sinodalidad

se trata de convertirnos en
compaileros de los demads en este
caminar.

Desde el comienzo de la
Iglesia se celebraban reuniones
de obispos llamadas sinodos para
decidir sobre asuntos importantes
en la vida de sus iglesias particu-
lares. Como usted sabe, la Iglesia
global se encuentra en un proceso
sinodal, escuchando a todos
los fieles y sus preocupaciones,
para que podamos crecer en la
vivencia de la sinodalidad. Hay
tres momentos principales en este
proceso del sinodo: 1) escuchar
abiertamente y sin prejuicios las
intuiciones de los fieles catolicos,
2) discernir lo que el Espiritu
Santo esta diciendo a la Iglesia a
través de estas intuiciones de los
fieles, e 3) implementar normas
e iniciativas basadas en este dis-
cernimiento. El Papa Francisco
decidio recientemente extender el
proceso un afio mas para que po-
damos verdaderamente escucha-
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rnos el uno al otro y al Espiritu
Santo hablando a la Iglesia.

El tema de este Sinodo 2021-
2024 es “Por una Iglesia Sinod-
al: Comunion, Participacion y
Mision”. Trata particularmente
de una pregunta fundamental:
“¢Como se realiza hoy este
‘caminar juntos’ en los distintos
niveles (desde el local hasta el
universal), permitiendo a la Igle-
sia anunciar el Evangelio? y qué
pasos nos invita a dar el Espiritu
para crecer como Iglesia sinodal?
(Documento Preparatorio, 2).”

La fase diocesana del sinodo
se llevo a cabo desde octubre del
2021 a agosto del 2022. Durante
esta fase, los fieles se reunieron
en sus comunidades parroquiales
para reflexionar sobre la pregunta
fundamental mencionada ante-
riormente y considerar sus impli-
caciones, compartiendo sobre su
vida de fe y como la Iglesia ha
estado presente en sus vidas. La
fase diocesana concluy6 con una
misa el 29 de noviembre en la
Catedral de San Patricio.

El panfleto que acompaiia esta
edicion del Rio Grande Catholic
contiene la Sintesis de la Fase
Diocesana del Sinodo 2021-
2024. La introduccion explica la
metodologia empleada durante
el proceso sinodal. La seccion
titulada Hallazgos contiene
las contribuciones de los fieles
que participaron en el proceso.
La Conclusion presenta algu-
nas posibilidades futuras para
que nuestra didcesis continte
creciendo en sinodalidad. Le
animo a leer la Sintesis en un
espiritu de oracion y escucha. Si
usted participo en las sesiones de
escucha del sinodo, espero que la
Sintesis refleje sus experiencias y
sus sueflos para nuestra Iglesia en
El Paso. Si no particip6 en la fase
diocesana del sinodo, espero de
corazon que lo que esta contenido
en la Sintesis también pueda dar
VOZ a sus preocupaciones y a su
experiencia de Iglesia a medida
que este material pasa a las sigui-
entes etapas del proceso.

Es muy importante hacer una
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aclaracion: la Sintesis resume las
contribuciones de los fieles en
nuestra didcesis. Se trata sola-
mente del primer momento del
sinodo: escuchar plenamente y
sin prejuicios. No significa que
todo lo que contiene la Sintesis
se implementard, mas significa
que todo serd realmente discerni-
do. El Espiritu Santo guiara a la
Iglesia en discernimiento para
que el sinodo pueda responder a
las necesidades mas apremiantes
del tiempo presente. Tal vez no se
implemente todo lo contenido en
la Sintesis, o tal vez si. Sin em-
bargo, el Espiritu Santo es quien
esta a cargo de este proceso.
Ahora que la fase diocesana ha
concluido, siguen dos fases mas:
una continental y otra global. De
nuestra region, los obispos de los
EE. UU. y Canada se reuniran en
los proximos meses para discernir
lo que han dicho los fieles. Lu-
ego, todos los obispos del mundo
se reuniran en Roma en octubre
de 2023 y octubre de 2024 para
continuar con el discernimiento y

la implementacion.

A nivel local, el obispo Seitz
y el Consejo Pastoral Diocesano
ya estan trabajando en la creacion
de un Plan Pastoral que también
abordara las preocupaciones man-
ifestadas en la Sintesis. A nivel
parroquial, los pastores y los
fieles también pueden discernir
el contenido de la sintesis para
implementar en sus comunidades
las iniciativas que el Espiritu los
inspire a adoptar.

Si desea saber mas sobre el
Sinodo 2021-2024, puede leer la
Sintesis Nacional, un resumen
de los informes diocesanos de
todo Estados Unidos, en usc-
cb.org/synod. También puede
encontrar el Documento para la
Etapa Continental, un resumen
de todos los informes nacionales,
en synod.va/en.html. jQue cada
vez mas seamos compatfieros
uno del otro en nuestro caminar,
para que podamos construir una
Iglesia mas sinodal, participativa
y misionera!

THE RIO GRANDE CATHOLIC (ISSN#1079-9621) is published monthly for $12.00 per year by the Office of Com-
munications, Diocese of El Paso, 499 St. Matthews St., El Paso, TX 79907, Phone: (915) 872-8414, Fax: (915)

872-8435. “PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT EL PASO TX.” POSTMASTER: Send changes of address to: THE
RIO GRANDE CATHOLIC,499 St. Matthews St., El Paso TX, 79907

THE RIO GRANDE CATHOLIC is a monthly newspaper assisting the Bishop of the Diocese of El Paso

Email: Communications@elpasodiocese.org

Layout: Fernie Ceniceros

Advertising Manager: Fernie Ceniceros
Chief Photographer: Emily Montelongo
Administrative Assistant: Josie Arellano
Spanish Translation: Fernie Ceniceros

Contributors: Janet M. Crowe,

Fr. Wilson Cuevas, Rev. Michael Lewis, STL

www.elpasodiocese.org

© 2022 by

THE RIO GRANDE CATHOLIC
All rights reserved

@DioceseofEIPaso

\9

@EIPasoDiocese

by communicating the events and themes of the faith life of the local and universal church through
news reports, features, columns and photographs. Articles and photographs become the property of
THE RIO GRANDE CATHOLIC. If photos are on loan to the newspaper, please enclose a stamped
self-addressed envelope for their return.

Printer - PDX Printing.

@EIPasoDiocese



The Rio Grande Catholic

INSEITZ INTO THE FAITH

hy does so much
of our life of Faith
involve waiting? God

could do anything he wanted

to do. He could cure the sick
without effort, reveal Himself
in power, vanquish all evil with
a wave of His mighty hand. But
instead the sick go on suffering,
the world ponders His apparent
absence, evil seems to have free
reign. What are we to make of
God’s silence?

In the face of this silence
many decide that there is no
God. According to their under-
standing, if we wait, we wait for
nothing because God’s silence
signals His death. Many take a
more cowardly approach. They
read God’s apparent inaction to
mean that if there is a God He is
simply not relevant to their life

because He is not doing what,
in their opinion, He should be
doing.

There are others who struggle
to wait and to pray and to wait
some more. These are people
who remember —remember
events in the life of their people
and in their own individual lives.
They remember that a people
once waited thousands of years
for the coming of the One who
would save them. They wait-
ed and hoped and prayed and
suffered unimaginable hardships.
Many fell away, but there were
always some who continued in
hope. Then one cold dark night
when it seemed that all was lost,
the silence was broken by an
angel’s song.

They also remember how in
their own life long waiting has

Bishop’s Column

Why Wait?

been punctuated at various, often
unexpected, intervals with the
wonderful words and actions of
God. They remember moments
of clarity in which the presence
of the great Divine Lover was
palpably present. They remem-
ber transforming moments of
healing and forgiveness --tran-
scendent moments in which the
awesome plan of God thundered
its wisdom above the contingent
meaninglessness of matter.

As this last group waited in
hope, often in the face of suffer-
ing and pain, their longing for
God did not diminish, it grew. In
His quiet and hidden way God
entered into their presence in the
person of the one who was him-
self silent. “...[H]e never opened
his mouth, like a lamb led to the
slaughter-house.” (Is. 53: 7-8)

December 2022 -3

Bishop Mark J. Seitz

Because he abided in faithfulness
and hope God, his Father, was
able to save him even from the
grip of death.

I encourage you to enter into
this Advent waiting. Don’t by-
pass Advent and attempt to enter
directly into Christmas. God
does not come to us instantly on
demand. Christmas can only be

fully appreciated by those who
are willing to allow God to do
His work according to His time,
in His way, in the mystery of His
silence.

By waiting and by calm you
shall be saved.” (Is. 30:15)

;,Por Qué Esperar?

or qué gran parte de
P nuestra vida de fe implica

esperar? Dios podria hacer
todo lo que quisiera. Podria curar
a los enfermos sin esfuerzo,
revelarse con poder, vencer todo
el mal con un gesto de su mano
poderosa. Pero, en cambio, los
enfermos siguen sufriendo, el
mundo se pregunta por su apar-
ente ausencia, el mal parece tener
via libre. ;Qué debemos hacer
con el silencio de Dios?

Ante este silencio, muchos
deciden que no hay Dios. Segiin
ellos, si esperamos, no espera-
mos nada, porque el silencio de
Dios sefiala su muerte. Muchos

adoptan un enfoque mas cobarde.
Leen la aparente inaccion de
Dios en el sentido de que, si hay
un Dios, simplemente no es rele-
vante para su vida porque no esta
haciendo lo que, en su opinion,
deberia hacer.

Hay otros que se esfuerzan por
esperar, rezar y esperar un poco
mas. Son personas que recuerdan
-recuerdan- acontecimientos de
la vida de su pueblo y de su pro-
pia vida individual. Recuerdan
que un pueblo esperd una vez
miles de afios la llegada de Aquel
que los salvaria. Esperaron y
esperaron y rezaron y sufrieron
dificultades inimaginables.

Muchos cayeron, pero siempre
hubo algunos que continuaron
con la esperanza. Entonces, una
fria y oscura noche, cuando
parecia que todo estaba perdido,
el silencio fue roto por el canto
de un angel.

También recuerdan como, en
su propia vida, la larga espera se
ha visto interrumpida en diversos
intervalos, a menudo inespera-
dos, por las maravillosas palabras
y acciones de Dios. Recuerdan
momentos de claridad en los que
la presencia del gran Amante
Divino estaba palpablemente
presente. Recuerdan momentos
transformadores de curacion y

perdén, momentos trascendentes
en los que el asombroso plan de
Dios atron6 con su sabiduria por
encima de la contingente falta de
sentido de la materia.

Mientras este ultimo grupo es-
peraba con esperanza, a menudo
ante el sufrimiento y el dolor, su
anhelo de Dios no disminuyo,
sino que creci6. En su forma
silenciosa y oculta, Dios entro6
en su presencia en la persona
de aquel que era silencioso. ...
Nunca abrié su boca, como un
cordero llevado al matadero”. (Is.
53, 7-8) Porque permanecio en la
fidelidad y la esperanza, Dios, su
Padre, pudo salvarle incluso de

las garras de la muerte.

Te animo a que entres en esta
espera del Adviento. No pases
por alto el Adviento e intentes
entrar directamente en la Nav-
idad. Dios no viene a nosotros
instantaneamente a peticion. La
Navidad so6lo puede ser aprecia-
da plenamente por aquellos que
estan dispuestos a permitir que
Dios haga su obra segun su tiem-
po, a su manera, en el misterio de
su silencio.

Con la espera y la calma os
salvaréis”. (Is. 30:15)
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Pope Francis Blesses EPISO/Border Interfaith Leaders Ahead of 40th Anniversary

STAFF REPORT, Vatican
City - On October 14th, 2022,
EPISO and Border Interfaith had
the rare opportunity to visit with
Pope Francis at the Vatican as
part of an interfaith delegation of
20 leaders and organizers from
the West/Southwest Industrial
Areas Foundation, our national
network of community organi-
zations.

We met with him to share our
collective work of broad based
organizing at a time when the
Pope is guiding the global church
in a historic Synod listening
process.

The Holy Father sat side by
side with us in his residence,
thanking us for inconveniencing
ourselves to come see him. What
ensued was a true dialogue, a
90-minute conversation in Span-
ish with lots of back and forth
engagement. The encounter was
filled with many graced moments
about both the joys and the strug-
gles of our work, and the work
of the Church, past, present, and
to come.

This invitation to meet was in
large part due to the recognition
of our work by local Bishops,
particularly those involved with
the ‘Recognizing the Stranger’
strategy, which is dedicated
to formation and leadership de-
velopment of immigrant parish-
ioners. As well, our involvement
to support the Synod process in
multiple dioceses, including El

Paso, has helped to bring those in
the margins to the center of the
synodal dialogue.

The leaders participating from
El Paso also shared with Pope
Francis the efforts of EPISO and
Border Interfaith to bring water,
sewer, and drainage to over
100,000 people in the colonias
in El Paso. To these stories, Pope
Francis responded,

“Men and women like these
are those who make history.
They don’t conform to limits.
Surely they have been criticized
a lot. But the people listen to
the criticism, because they are
humble, and they keep moving
forward, Pope Francis said.

He stressed the importance of
being with people and paying at-
tention to their reality, empha-
sizing Amor Concreto, love
concretely in action, saying that
he understood our work as seeing
and hearing of injustice in the
real lives of our people, acting to
change the situation, and being
changed ourselves as a result.
He expressed his appreciation
for our focus on what we are
doing, rather than to complain
about what is not being done or
to disparage anyone. “Ustedes no
menospreciaron a nadie.”

Before concluding, he thanked
us for our visit, saying that
although he had never known of
IAF before, he was glad that he
knew us now, and he welcomed
further conversation around our

Diocesan News

—

December 2022

On October 14th, 2022, EPISO and Border Interfaith had the rare opportunity to visit with Pope Francis at
the Vatican as part of an interfaith delegation of 20 leaders and organizers from the West/Southwest Indus-
trial Areas Foundation, our national network of community organizations. Photo Courtesy The Vatican.

continuing work with the Synod
process.

Pope Francis sent his blessing
and his medallion to our orga-
nizations, which were shared
with over 400 EPISO and Border
Interfaith allies at our 40th
Anniversary on October 28,
2022 at St. Thomas Aquinas.

We also shared his message of
encouragement to leaders to keep
working, and to not rest on their

laurels. We felt very blessed to
have Bishop Mark Seitz give the
keynote address at our anniversa-
ry, and to have him recognize the
courageous work of our founding
leaders.

We teach that power recog-
nizes power. For Pope Francis,
“true power is service.”. Re-
counting the Good Samaritan,
he clearly stated that the Gospel
cannot be understood without

acting with those who are suffer-
ing. He recognized the leaders
and organizations of the IAF and
the powerful work that is hap-
pening every day at the margins.
He referred to the IAF as “Good
News for the United States.”

We are humbled to represent
the many decades of work from
those who preceded us, and we
are encouraged in the continua-
tion of our work into the future.

El Papa Francisco bendice a los lideres de EPISO/Border Interfaith antes de su 40° aniversario

INFORME DEL PERSON-
AL, Ciudad del Vaticano - El
14 de octubre de 2022, EPISO y
Border Interfaith tuvieron la rara
oportunidad de visitar al Papa
Francisco en el Vaticano como
parte de una delegacion interre-
ligiosa de 20 lideres y organiza-
dores de la Fundacion de Areas
Industriales del Oeste/Suroeste,
nuestra red nacional de organi-
zaciones comunitarias.

Nos reunimos con ¢l para com-
partir nuestro trabajo colectivo
de organizacion de base amplia
en un momento en que el Papa
esta guiando a la iglesia mundial
en un proceso historico de escu-
cha del Sinodo.

El Santo Padre se sentd
junto a nosotros en su residen-
cia, agradeciéndonos que nos
hubiéramos molestado en venir
averle. Lo que sigui6 fue un
verdadero dialogo, una conver-
sacion de 90 minutos en espaiiol

con mucho compromiso de ida y
vuelta. El encuentro estuvo lleno
de muchos momentos de gracia
sobre las alegrias y las luchas

de nuestro trabajo, y el trabajo

de la Iglesia, pasado, presente y
futuro.

Esta invitacion a reunirnos se
debiod en gran parte al recono-
cimiento de nuestro trabajo por
parte de los obispos locales,
en particular los que participan
en la estrategia “Reconocer al
extranjero”, que se dedica a la
formacion y al desarrollo del
liderazgo de los feligreses inmi-
grantes. Ademas, nuestra partic-
ipacion para apoyar el proceso
sinodal en multiples didcesis,
incluida la de El Paso, ha ayuda-
do a llevar a los marginados al
centro del dialogo sinodal.

Los lideres participantes de El
Paso también compartieron con
el Papa Francisco los esfuerzos
de EPISO y Border Interfaith

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, FATHER!

Fr. Rolando Fonseca 12/3
Fr. Jose Emilio Flores, OFM 12/5
Fr. Michael J. Gallagher 12/9
Fr. Victorino Lorezca 12/12
Fr. Jose Morales Feregrino, OFM 12/18
Fr. Carl Quebedeaux, CMF 12/22
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY

Fr. Gleen Carpe Dec 6,2014
Fr. Juan Victor Gamino Trejo, MNM Dec 8, 1994
Fr. Allan Oluoch Alaka Dec 14, 2013
Fr. Wilson Cuevas Dec 20, 1981
Fr. Antonio Mena Dec 20, 1981

para llevar agua, alcantarillado y
drenaje a mas de 100.000 perso-
nas en las colonias de El Paso. A
estas historias, el Papa Francisco
respondio,

“Hombres y mujeres como
estos son los que hacen historia.
No se conforman con los limites.
Seguramente han sido muy
criticados. Pero la gente escucha
las criticas, porque son humildes,
y siguen adelante, dijo el Papa
Francisco.

Destaco la importancia de estar
con la gente y prestar atencion
a su realidad, haciendo hincapié
en el Amor Concreto, el amor
concretamente en accion, dicien-
do que entendia nuestro trabajo
como ver y escuchar la injusticia
en la vida real de nuestra gente,
actuar para cambiar la situacion,
y ser cambiados nosotros mismos
como resultado. Expreso su
aprecio por el hecho de que nos
centremos en lo que hacemos,

en lugar de quejarnos de lo que
no se hace o de menospreciar a
nadie. “Ustedes no menosprecia-
ron a nadie”.

Antes de concluir, nos dio las
gracias por nuestra visita, dici-
endo que, aunque nunca habia
sabido de la IAF, se alegraba de
conocernos ahora, y daba la bien-
venida a nuevas conversaciones
en torno a nuestro trabajo contin-
uo con el proceso del Sinodo.

El Papa Francisco envio
su bendicion y su medallon a
nuestras organizaciones, que
fueron compartidos con mas de
400 aliados de EPISO y Border
Interfaith en nuestro 40° aniver-
sario el 28 de octubre de 2022 en
Santo Tomas de Aquino. Tam-
bién compartimos su mensaje
de aliento a los lideres para que
sigan trabajando y no se duerman
en los laureles. Nos sentimos
muy bendecidos de tener al Obis-
po Mark Seitz dando el discurso

principal en nuestro aniversario,
y de tenerlo reconociendo el tra-
bajo valiente de nuestros lideres
fundadores.

Ensefiamos que el poder recon-
oce el poder. Para el Papa Fran-
cisco, “el verdadero poder es el
servicio”. Contando el Buen Sa-
maritano, afirmoé claramente que
el Evangelio no puede entenderse
sin actuar con los que sufren.
Reconoci6 a los lideres y organi-
zaciones de la IAF y la poderosa
labor que se realiza cada dia en
los margenes. Se refiri6 a la IAF
como “Buenas Noticias para los
Estados Unidos”.

Nos sentimos humildes al
representar las muchas déca-
das de trabajo de quienes nos
precedieron, y nos sentimos
alentados en la continuacion de
nuestro trabajo en el futuro.
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that will never end, a story that
deserves to be told.”

Seitz, who is set to become the
chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ migration
committee in mid-November, was
joined by Bishops José Guadalupe
Torres Campos of Ciudad Juarez
and Peter Baldacchino of Las Cru-
ces. They concelebrated the Mass.

The border Mass attempts
to physically take place in the
U.S. and Mexico. Sometimes an
altar has been set up, half in one
country and half on the other,
connected though the border fence,
with priests sometimes offering
Communion through the small
openings of the wall to Massgoers
on the other side.

“A border is a human creation
but ... there is a higher authority
that also calls us brothers and
sisters, children of God,” Seitz told
local ABC affiliate KVIA-TV in
a Nov. 5 interview. “Yes, we need
borders, but even more important
is that we remember that we are
of the same human family, that we
treat each other that way.”

Along with remembering those
who have died, Seitz told the news
station, those gathered also pray
that ““we as nations might come
to a just and orderly process by
which people who need to cross,
can cross and (ask for) asylum,”
and those who need to work “can
come and work and then this way
avoid so much of the pain that
takes place when people have to
flee from their homes.”

He has criticized Title 42 of the
Public Health Safety Act, which
keeps asylum-seekers out at the
border, citing health concerns
because of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Recently, he visited a group of
Venezuelans on the Mexico side
of the border who had been denied
entry because of the health rule
and are now living in tent camps
near the Rio Grande.

“We ask ourselves, what can
be done to put an end to so much

Bishop Mark Seitz joined by Bishops Jos¢ Guadalupe Torres C
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ampos of Ciudad Juarez and Peter Baldacchino of Las Cruces concelbrated the Border

Mass at the center of the Rio Grande River where the two countries meet. Photo by Emily Montelongo

tragedy, so much loss, so much
pain,” he said in his homily. I
think the answer is, in a certain
sense, under our noses. It’s here at
this border.”

The borderlands are a place
of encounter between two great
nations, great communities on both
sides, he said.

“In spite of what seeks to divide
us, we continue to be a binational,
interconnected and dynamic, proud

community,” he said, according to
the text of his homily. “We’re not
a place of confrontation but rather
a place of encounter. We belong
to one another. Our economies
depend on one another.

“We are people of faith, we
work, study, we live as families
with members on both sides of the
border.”

He said he wished that some
could see the people who flock

to the U.S. border, not as poten-
tial enemies but as “brothers and
sisters they haven’t met.”

“If we could welcome people
who need to cross our ports of
entry in an orderly manner and
allow in those who need to find
safety and those who need work
the opportunity to do so, then we
could put a stop to those few who
should not be allowed to cross,”
he said. “There has been much

suffering in this place but it’s also
a place of great hope.”

He ended by referencing the first
reading from the Book of Lamen-
tations (3:22-24):

“The Lord’s acts of mercy are
not exhausted, his compassion is
not spent,” he said, “It is good to
hope (and work) ... for the Lord’s
deliverance.”

Continuado de la Pagina 1

Guadalupe Torres Campos, de
Ciudad Juarez, y Peter Balda-
cchino, de Las Cruces. Ellos
concelebraron la misa.

La Misa fronteriza intenta cel-
ebrarse fisicamente en Estados
Unidos y México. A veces se ha
montado un altar, mitad en un
pais y mitad en el otro, conecta-
do a través de la valla fronteriza,
y los sacerdotes a veces ofrecen
la comunion a través de las
pequeiias aberturas del muro a
los asistentes a la misa del otro
lado.

“Una frontera es una creacion
humana, pero... hay una auto-
ridad superior que también nos
llama hermanos y hermanas,
hijos de Dios”, dijo Seitz a la
filial local de ABC KVIA-TV en
una entrevista el 5 de noviem-
bre. “Si, necesitamos fronteras,
pero aun mas importante es que
recordemos que somos de la
misma familia humana, que nos
tratemos asi”.

Ademas de recordar a los
que han muerto, dijo Seitz a la
emisora de noticias, los reunidos
también rezan para que “no-
sotros, como naciones, poda-
mos llegar a un proceso justo y
ordenado por el que la gente que
necesita cruzar, pueda cruzar y

(pedir) asilo”, y los que necesitan
trabajar “puedan venir y trabajar
y asi evitar tanto dolor que se
produce cuando la gente tiene
que huir de sus hogares.”

Ha criticado el Titulo 42 de la
Ley de Seguridad Sanitaria, que
impide la entrada de solicitantes
de asilo en la frontera, alegando
problemas de salud por la pan-
demia de coronavirus.

Recientemente, visito a un
grupo de venezolanos en el lado
mexicano de la frontera a los que
se les habia denegado la entrada
debido a la norma sanitaria y que
ahora viven en campamentos de
tiendas de campaiia cerca del Rio
Grande.

“Nos preguntamos qué se
puede hacer para poner fin a
tanta tragedia, a tanta pérdida, a
tanto dolor”, dijo en su homilia.
“Creo que la respuesta esta, en
cierto sentido, bajo nuestras nari-
ces. Esta aqui, en esta frontera”.

Las tierras fronterizas son un
lugar de encuentro entre dos
grandes naciones, grandes comu-
nidades a ambos lados, dijo.

“A pesar de lo que pretende
dividirnos, seguimos siendo una
comunidad binacional, inter-
conectada y dindmica, orgullo-
sa”, dijo, seglin el texto de su
homilia. “No somos un lugar de

confrontacion, sino de encuentro.
Nos pertenecemos unos a otros.
Nuestras economias dependen
unas de otras.

“Somos gente de fe, trabaja-
mos, estudiamos, vivimos como
familias con miembros a ambos
lados de la frontera”.

Dijo que deseaba que algunos
pudieran ver a las personas que
acuden a la frontera de Estados
Unidos, no como enemigos po-
tenciales, sino como “hermanos
y hermanas que no han conoci-
do”.

“Si pudiéramos dar la bien-
venida a la gente que necesita
cruzar nuestros puertos de entra-
da de forma ordenada y permitir
que los que necesitan encontrar
seguridad y los que necesitan tra-
bajo tengan la oportunidad de ha-
cerlo, entonces podriamos poner
fin a esos pocos a los que no se
les deberia permitir cruzar”, dijo.
“Ha habido mucho sufrimiento
en este lugar, pero también es un
lugar de gran esperanza”.

Termind haciendo referencia
a la primera lectura del Libro de
las Lamentaciones (3:22-24):

“Los actos de misericordia del
Sefior no se agotan, su com-
pasion no se agota”, dijo, “es
bueno esperar (y trabajar)... la
liberacion del Sefior”.

El Obispo de Juarez, Mons. Jos¢ Guadalupe Torres Campos, entrega
la Sagrada Comunion a un estudiante visitante de St. Louis, Misouri.
Foto por Emily Montelongo
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LIVING THE LITURGY

Concluding Rit

Fr. Michael Lewis, STL

After Communion, an assem-
bly celebrating the Mass has al-
ready been instructed, nourished,
and refreshed at the table of
God’s Word and of the Body of
Christ. Yet, Mass is not over until
the fittingly named Concluding
Rites are complete. They serve
as more than just a practical
endpoint. Rather, they commis-
sion us to take the fruits we have
just received at Mass out of the
church and into the world.

Immediately after the Prayer
after Communion, the Roman
Missal allows for “brief an-
nouncements,” if necessary.
Since the ambo — where the
Word of God is proclaimed,
the homily is preached, and the
Prayer of the Faithful is led — is
a place reserved for Scripture
and prayer, the announcements
are properly made somewhere
else. But they are important for
reminding the parish community
that there are many ways we
gather, pray, and serve outside of
Mass.

Then comes the priest’s bless-
ing, which can either be a simple
blessing or, on certain occasions,
a threefold Solemn Blessing or a
Prayer over the People. Though
hundreds of years ago, Mass

Guest Columnist
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es Commission Us To Live The Fruits Of The Mass In The World

ended simply yet rather abruptly
immediately after the Prayer
after Communion, bishops would
often bless the people as they
departed the church. Over time,
this blessing was incorporated
into the Mass itself to ask God to
continue extending his gener-
osity and care to all those who
have just celebrated the Mass.
This follows Christ’s example,
when he raised his hands over
the apostles and blessed them

as he departed from them at his
Ascension (Luke 24:50).

The dismissal follows the
blessing, whereby the assembly
is sent forth “in peace” to “an-
nounce the Gospel of the Lord”
and to “glorify the Lord by their
lives.” For centuries, this text
was the brief, “Ite, missa est,”
which translates to “Go, [the
assembly] is dismissed.” Over
time, the word missa became
adopted as the name of the entire
liturgical celebration, appro-
priately in fact, since the word
comes from the same Latin root
as “mission.”

Indeed, the dismissal is more
than a mere announcement that
the Mass has concluded. It is a
kind of charge, a reminder to
the entire assembly, as St. John
Paul II said, that the Eucharist
is “together a gift and a task.”

In his 1998 apostolic letter Dies
Domini, he writes, “For the
faithful who have understood the
meaning of what they have done,
the Eucharistic celebration does
not stop at the church door. Like
the first witnesses of the Resur-
rection, Christians who gather

each Sunday to experience and
proclaim the presence of the Ris-
en Lord are called to evangelize
and bear witness in their daily
lives. Given this, the Prayer after
Communion and the Conclud-
ing Rite — the Final Blessing
and the Dismissal — need to be
better valued and appreciated, so
that all who have shared in the
Eucharist may come to a deeper
sense of the responsibility which
is entrusted to them.”

After the dismissal, as the
priest and deacon venerate the al-
tar and process out of the church,

a concluding hymn is often sung,
even though this is not explicitly
mentioned in the Roman Missal.
Nonetheless, because singing the
hymn together is a final expres-
sion of our communion, Mass
does not properly end until the
hymn has concluded.

Our celebration of the Mass
is, therefore, more than just our
fulfillment of an obligation to
attend Mass. Rather, it is our
sharing in Christ’s lasting gift
to us, his Church: “a memorial
of His death and resurrection,
a sacrament of love, a sign of

unity, a bond of charity, a paschal
banquet in which Christ is eaten,
the mind is filled with grace, and
a pledge of future glory is given
to us,” as the Constitution on the
Sacred Liturgy explains. Grow-
ing in knowledge and awareness
of the various rituals and parts

of the Mass will help each of us
avoid being mere strangers or
spectators at Mass, but rather
full, conscious, and active par-
ticipants in Christ’s enduring sac-
rifice of praise and thanksgiving.

El Rito De Conclusion Nos Encarga Vivir Los Frutos De La Misa En El Mundo

Después de la Comunion, la
asamblea que celebra la Misa
ya ha sido instruida, alimentada
y refrescada en la mesa de la
Palabra de Dios y del Cuerpo
de Cristo. Sin embargo, la Misa
no ha terminado hasta que se ha
completado el apropiadamente
llamado Rito de Conclusion.
Sirve como algo mds que un pun-
to final practico. Por el contrario,
nos encomienda llevar los frutos
que acabamos de recibir en la
Misa fuera de la iglesia y al
mundo.

Inmediatamente después de
la Oracion después de la Comu-
nion, el Misal Romano permite
“breves avisos”, si son necesari-
0s. Dado que el ambon —donde
se proclama la Palabra de Dios,
se predica la homilia y se dirige
la Oracion de los Fieles— es un
lugar reservado para la Escri-
tura y la oracion, los anuncios
se hacen propiamente en otro
lugar. Pero son importantes para

recordar a la comunidad parro-
quial que hay muchas formas de
reunirse, rezar y servir fuera de
la Misa.

Luego viene la bendicion del
sacerdote, que puede ser una
simple bendicion o, en ciertas
ocasiones, una triple bendicién
solemne o una oracion sobre el
pueblo. Aunque hace cientos de
afios, la Misa terminaba de forma
sencilla pero bastante abrupta
inmediatamente después de la
Oracion después de la Comu-
nion, los obispos solian bendecir
al pueblo a la salida de la iglesia.
Con el tiempo, esta bendicion se
incorpor6 a la propia Misa para
pedir a Dios que siga extendien-
do su generosidad y cuidado a
todos los que acaban de celebrar
la Misa. Esto sigue el ejemplo de
Cristo, cuando levantd sus manos
sobre los apostoles y los bendijo
al partir de ellos en su Ascension
(Lucas 24,50).

La despedida sigue a la ben-

dicion, por la que la asamblea es
enviada “en paz” a anunciar “a
todos la alegria del Sefior resu-
citado” y a glorificar “al Sefior
con su vida”. Durante siglos, este
texto fue el breve, “Ite, missa
est”, que se traduce como “Vaya,
[la asamblea] se despide”. Con
el tiempo, la palabra missa se
adoptd como el nombre de toda
la celebracion liturgica, apropi-
adamente de hecho, ya que la
palabra viene de la misma raiz
latina que “mision”.

De hecho, la despedida es mas
que un mero anuncio de que
la misa ha concluido. Es una
especie de encargo, un recorda-
torio a toda la asamblea, como
dijo San Juan Pablo II, de que la
Eucaristia es “a la vez un don y
una tarea”. En su carta apostolica
de 1998 Dies Domini, escribe:
“Para el fiel que ha compren-
dido el sentido de lo realizado,
la celebracion eucaristica no
termina solo dentro del templo.

Como los primeros testigos de
la resurreccion, los cristianos
convocados cada domingo para
vivir y confesar la presencia del
Resucitado estan llamados a ser
evangelizadores y testigos en
su vida cotidiana. La oracion
después de la comunion y el rito
de conclusion —bendicion y
despedida— han de ser entendi-
dos y valorados mejor, desde este
punto de vista, para que quienes
han participado en la Eucaristia
sientan mas profundamente la re-
sponsabilidad que se les confia”.
Después de la despedida,
mientras el sacerdote y el
diacono veneran el altar y salen
de la iglesia, a menudo se canta
un himno final, aunque esto no
se menciona explicitamente en
el Misal Romano. Sin embar-
g0, como el canto conjunto del
himno es una expresion final de
nuestra comunion, la Misa no
termina propiamente hasta que el
himno haya concluido.

Nuestra celebracion de la Misa
es, por tanto, algo mas que el
cumplimiento de la obligacion
de asistir a la Misa. Mas bien, es
nuestra participacion en el don
duradero de Cristo para no-
sotros, su Iglesia: “el Memorial
de su Muerte y Resurreccion,
sacramento de piedad, signo
de unidad, vinculo de caridad,
banquete pascual, en el cual se
come a Cristo, el alma se llena de
gracia y se nos da una prenda de
la gloria venidera”, como explica
la Constitucion sobre la Sagrada
Liturgia. El crecimiento en el
conocimiento y la conciencia de
los diversos rituales y partes de
la Misa nos ayudard a cada uno
de nosotros a no ser meros ex-
trafos o espectadores en la Misa,
sino participantes plenos, con-
scientes y activos en el sacrificio
perdurable de alabanza y accion
de gracias de Cristo.
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Church is walking has been very fruitful in the life

of our parishes and of the faithful. As this phase
concludes and we are invited to gather the fruits of our
journey together, we exclaim in wonder, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way
and opened the scriptures to us?” (Lk 24:32). The dialogue
that has taken place, through which the Risen Christ has
shone, has stirred our hearts and encouraged us to continue
in missionary discipleship.

This “path of synodality which God expects of the
Church of the third millenium” began in our diocesan
Church approximately 20 years after the closing of the
Second Vatican Council. In 1983, with the pastoral letter
A New Heaven and a New Earth, Bishop Raymundo Pena
convoked a diocesan synod that would take place from
1984 to 1986. In a prophetic spirit, Bishop Pefia wrote,

Preparations for the synod will begin now with
a serious process of consultation. I will meet and
consult with the clergy and with religious and lay
leaders of our diocese to devise a procedure for
addressing the theme of the synod... I am asking for
your participation, and especially for your renewed
commitment to be a sign of what God has in store

for all His people. Let us continue to walk with Jesus
into the twenty-first century. Let us truly be artisans
of the new heaven and the new earth.

The fruits of that synodal process were abundant.
The institution of the permanent diaconate, an insti-
tute dedicated to the formation of lay leaders, and an
office that provides legal assistance to migrants and
refugees are just a few of the initiatives legislated by
the synod which are with us until this day.

Around 35 years after the Synod of El Paso, Pope
Francis has invited all the faithful to participate in a uni-
versal synod on synodality, “a constitutive element of the
Church,” and on the steps that the Holy Spirit “is inviting
us to take in order to grow in our journeying together.”

The coordination of the diocesan phase was entrusted
to the Diocesan Pastoral Council. The way of proceed-
ing with the consultations was discussed and developed

The diocesan phase of the Synodal Path that the

Findings

The information presented below is organized according
to the themes and questions from the Working Instrument
for the Synodal Path of the Diocese of El Paso. Some
answers repeat themselves under different questions. At
the end of this section, the top ten topics/themes of the
consultation can be found.

. Companions on the Journey

In the Church and in society we are side by side on the
same journey.

1a: How has God accompanied you in your life?
*  Most participants reported that God has accompanied
them throughout all their life:
* In good times and, especially, in bad times.
* In the sacraments.
 In prayer.
» With the guidance of their pastors.

Diocesan Synod Synthesis

20721
2024

For a

communion | parTicipaTion | mission

synodal Church

during the first months of the diocesan phase. Based on the
guidelines, themes, and questions found in the Vademecum
for the Synod on Synodality, the Pastoral Council devel-
oped the Working Instrument for the Synodal Path of the
Diocese of El Paso (cf. Appendix A; for Spanish version
cf. Appendix B). This Instrument contains 1) a definition
of synod and synodality, 2) the Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
prayer, 3) a Gospel passage to conduct the consultation in
a spirit of prayer, and 4) five themes for the consultation.
Each theme presented includes a description and several
questions to guide the discussion. The five themes devel-
oped are 1) Companions on the Journey, 2) Communion,
3) Participation, 4) Mission, and 5) Speaking with Parrhe-
sia.

After the development of the Instrument, the Pastoral
Council was tasked with the training of leaders from par-
ishes and other organizations to carry out the consultations.
During this phase, the collaboration of the El Paso Inter-
religious Sponsoring Organization (EPISO), an Industrial
Areas Foundation affiliate organization, was essential
and crucial for the success of the diocesan synodal path.
Together with EPISO, we developed orientations and train-
ings for leaders throughout the diocese to give them the
tools to implement the consultations. Specifically, leaders
were taught the method of “house meetings” used in com-
munity organizing, but with a particular spiritual emphasis.
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About 350 leaders from 43 rural and urban parishes were
trained in holding consultations. These leaders then led
conversations in their parishes and came back together
periodically to share their challenges and successes.

The consultations took place from February to June. We
received reports from 20 of the 55 parishes. We also con-
ducted two diocesan-wide consultations for anyone who
would like to attend, one for the diocesan and religious
clergy, and one for the different diocesan ministries. In
addition, the Prison Ministry consulted the incarcerated,
and two other groups of Christians carried out their own
consultations: “Laudato Si”, an organization guided by
Pope Francis’ vision of care for our common home, and
“Estranged Christians,” a group of baptized persons who
have been hurt in the past and no longer want to belong to
a Christian Church.

Two main challenges were encountered. The first one
was that it took some time for the faithful to grasp the
meaning and purpose of this synodal process. Because of
this, some people were either reluctant or not interested in
participating. When both laity and clergy arrived at a great-
er understanding of synodality, they had greater motivation
to participate in the process. The second challenge was
the limited time to conduct the process. By the time we
planned the diocesan process, trained leaders, and helped
people understand the concept of synodality, we had a few
months remaining. Some parishes organized synods con-
versations after the report deadline, and some had conver-
sations but did not submit a report.

Despite the challenges, we have seen abundant grac-
es along this journey together. First, there is a renewed
understanding of synodality in the life of the Church: all
the faithful are called to exercise ministry and authority
in the Church, drawing from the deposit of faith that has
been entrusted to them. Second, the faithful felt listened to:
the Pope and bishops have acknowledged the sensus fidei
(the sense of the faith) that faithful possess, encouraging
them to a greater participation and commitment. Third, the
synodal process has allowed us to dream of the Church
that God calls us to be, and to work toward rebuilding what
was undone by the pandemic. Fourth, the openness to di-
alogue with people who think differently has enriched the
perspectives of the individuals who participated, helping us
realize that the Church is a communion, a family.

* Through the support of the parish community.
* In ministry life.
* Others felt abandoned by God.
 Feel excluded.
 Feel judged by the Church.
1b. Has the parish/faith community been your com-
panion?
* Most participants expressed that the parish communi-
ty has accompanied them through hard times.
 Through relationships with priests.
» Through prayer, parish community, ministries, and
formation programs.
» People who do not feel accompanied by the parish
expressed the need for more openness to diversity.
» They also expressed the existence of language prob-
lems and barriers.
* lc. In what ways do you think the community could
better promote walking side by side?
* Becoming more Christ-like, living the joy of the
Gospel.
» Being more welcoming and less judgmental.
» Engaging parishioners in parish life.

» Reaching out to non-traditional groups, eliminating
racism and exclusion of stigmatized groups.

* Promoting participation in service and ministries,
evangelization programs.

* Strategic planning.

* Being open to dialogue.

* Developing outreach and social justice programs.

* Being close to the people and listen to their needs.

1c. In what ways do you think the community could
better promote walking side by side?
* Becoming more Christ-like, living the joy of the
Gospel.
* Being more welcoming and less judgmental.
* Engaging parishioners in parish life.
» Reaching out to non-traditional groups, eliminating
racism and exclusion of stigmatized groups.
* Promoting participation in service and ministries,
evangelization programs.
* Strategic planning.
* Being open to dialogue.
* Developing outreach and social justice programs.
* Being close to the people and listen to their needs.
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Diocesan Synod Synthesis

Communion

Through baptism, God gathers us together as diverse
peoples of one faith.

2a. Do you feel welcome in your parish/faith commu-
nity and nourished by the liturgy? Why or why not?

* The faithful feel welcome when they sense an ac-
tive community (service, ministry, participation).

* Need to be more welcoming to non-traditional
groups, rural groups, tribal members, and the youth.

* Mass can be more welcoming with children liturgy
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and good music.

2b. How do you acknowledge/celebrate God’s pres-
ence in the community?

 In the sacraments, Mass.

* In prayer.

¢ In the Church community.

¢ In service and ministry.

* In social justice outreach to vulnerable groups.

Ill. Participation

God calls for the involvement of his People —laity, con-
secrated and ordained— to be agents in the mission of the
Church.

3a: What does it mean to participate in the parish
community?

To be inclusive, overcome divisions and avoid elite
groups.

To evangelize, being witnesses by our words and our
life.

To minister with creativity in the face of current obsta-
cles.

3b. Who can participate?

In principle, everyone can participate because the

3c.

Church is a hospital for sinners.

There should be more social activities to make people
feel welcome.

More ministries are needed for greater participation.
Challenges regarding participation:

More communication is needed: e.g., ministry fairs.
Clericalism.

Divisions, among ministries and in politics.
Pandemic challenges, e.g., streamed Masses and de-
cline in attendance.

Lack of hospitality and attitudes of rigidity.
Diocesan requirements.

What groups or individuals are left on the margins?
Three main groups: Youth, the Divorced, and the
LGBTQ community.

* Other marginalized groups or individuals:

* Women;

 Families, especially non-traditional and young ones;
» Monolingual language speakers;

 Elderly;

 People with mental and physical disabilities;

» Working professionals;

* Children;

* Rural communities.

3d. What gifts and talents do you feel inspired to share
with the community?

The faithful expressed being inspired to share their
talents, time, and treasure.

Participation in church ministries.

Outreach.

Evangelization.

Social justice programs.

Provide financial support.

Management skills.

IV. Mission

Our mission is to evangelize, to witness to the love of God
in the midst of the whole human family.

4a. How does the Church and its members live out this
mission?
Primarily through:

Evangelization, preaching the Gospel.

Social justice.

Care for the marginalized and vulnerable groups.
Our witness to Christ, individually and communally.

4b: What is the mission of the parish/faith community
today?

Evangelization of all people.

Outreach to all, on a personal level.

Build the community forming personal connections,
friendships.

Accept those who are different without judging them.
Foster the formation of the laity.

Dialogue between faith and sciences.

Help families grow in the faith.

Strive for peace, justice, and equality in the world.
Liturgy as the source of our missionary action.

V. Speaking with Parrhesia
(Courage/Truth)

With the intention of discerning God s will, the Church
has begun this synodal process by listening to all the
baptized.

5a. What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in
order to grow in our journeying together?

Become a more welcoming community that is
Christ-centered.

Demonstrate closeness on a personal level.

Be open to dialogue within the Church and with the
world.

Rebuild the community after the pandemic and other
challenges that have divided us.

Reach out to the youth and marginalized groups.

Become a more missionary Church that evangelizes
and serves.

Provide greater formation for the laity, more opportu-
nities for catechesis (especially between first commu-
nion and confirmation).

Openness to new ways of ministry, use technological
advancements, modernize.

Rotation in leadership to prevent ossified ministries
and elite groups.

Give more authority to women.

Speak in a language that is more relevant to people,
with simple terminology.

Speak prophetically about the current problems that
affect society, and get involved in solutions.
Overcome clericalism, rethink administration in the
Church.

Have holy priests that follow the Holy Spirit, not only
their will.

Reverence for liturgy and more emphasis on sacra-

mental life.

Greater homiletic preparation.

Other opinions: more research and discernment on
sexual teachings, ordain women at least to the diacon-
ate, make clerical celibacy optional.

5b. What would you like to say to the Church?

The Church should be a community:

» that is pastoral, welcoming, and place for doctrine;

« that involves people (youth, different genders, the
marginalized);

» where priests are pastoral and accountable, as well
as responsible for the formation of all;

* that explores new ways of evangelization (technolo-
gy, youth and pastoral methods);

 without forgetting the mission to reach out to the
marginalized and youth.
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In brief, the top themes
themes/topics were:

1. Gratitude to God and the community for being com-
panions through life.

2. Develop a parish environment that is welcoming,
loving, inclusive, and socially active.

3. Increase participation in parish life: mass, prayer,
sacraments, ministry, and dialogue.

Conclusions

The diocesan phase of the Synod 2021-2023 has invited
the people of God in the Diocese of El Paso to continue
allowing the Spirit to breathe the fresh air of the Second
Vatican Council, leading us through new pathways in the
journey that we share. From the very meaning of the word
“synod”, i.e., together on the journey, we infer that the
renewal of the Church cannot come from a few persons,
but that each of us is called to become a companion, a
neighbor, a sister or brother.

For this reason, we know that the implementation of
the Synod will certainly be the responsibility of the Pope
and the bishops, but also of each of Christ’s faithful in the
diocese and in each parish. The implementation must have
a universal, diocesan, and parochial scope. With this in
mind, Bishop Mark Seitz and the Diocesan Pastoral Coun-

Diocesan Synod Synthesis

4.Develop a sense of community through meaningful
interactions with the priest and the members of the
community via meetings, events, retreats, diverse
ministry service, and leadership rotation.

5. Evangelize by personal testimony, retreats, bible
study, and formation programs.

6. Engage the youth in parish life through creative
programs tailored to them.

7. Engage in social justice and programs for vulnerable
groups in society (e.g., migrants, poor, homeless). Be

%4

cil will consider the results of the diocesan synodal path
that we have undertaken in order to develop a Pastoral Plan
for the Diocese of El Paso.

The Pastoral Plan will present a way forward as we seek
to rebuild our Catholic community in this post-pandemic
reality. Since the fruits of the synodal path ought to be
reaped by the whole community through concrete actions,
the clergy, religious sisters and brothers, and all the lay
faithful will be called to participate in this plan as mis-
sionary agents of the evangelizing community. Moreover,
pastors and leaders are called to examine the realities of
their own communities in light of the synodal process so
as to implement the measures according to the particular
needs of those communities.

The Holy Spirit has called us to become missionary dis-
ciples. Having encountered the risen Lord in the commu-
nity, in the Scriptures, and in the sacraments, we are called
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an example.

8. Create outreach programs to benefit the community
and bring people back to the faith.

9.Become creative and less rigid to confront and adapt
to modern society. Make non-traditional groups feel
welcome (e.g., LGBTQ, divorced, disabled, broken
families). Make women feel equally appreciated in
the church. Use of new technologies.

10.  Provide more engaging liturgies: music, chil-
dren’s liturgy, and pragmatic homilies.

to go out and preach the good news of salvation to those
who live under the power of the present world. We desire
to be faithful to the call that we have received, spreading
the joy of journeying with God and his people. Reading the
signs of times, we ought to discern our role in the inclusion
of marginalized persons and groups and in the healing of
the divisions that we currently experience. We invoke the
Spirit of God to inspire the Church to respond to those
challenges with love and creativity.

The process of becoming a more synodal church has
already begun and must continue. In the spirit of synodali-
ty, we echo the words of our shepherd, Bishop Mark Seitz:
“Together we are called to discern the new paths of justice
and mercy required of us and to rediscover our reasons for
hope (cf. 1 Peter 3, 5).” The end of the diocesan phase of
the synodal path is the beginning of many more synodal
processes guided by the Spirit in our particular Church.
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Sintesis de la Fase Diocesana
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Introduccion

La fase diocesana del Camino Sinodal que recorre la
Iglesia ha sido muy fructifera en la vida de nuestras par-
roquias y de los ficles. A medida que esta fase concluye y
recogemos los frutos de nuestro caminar juntos, exclama-
mos con asombro: “;Acaso no ardia nuestro corazon
cuando nos hablaba por el camino y nos explicaba las
Escrituras?” (Lk 24:32). El didlogo que ha ocurrido y en
el cual ha estado presente Cristo Resucitado, ha movido
nuestros corazones y nos ha animado a continuar siendo
discipulos misioneros.

Este “camino de la sinodalidad... que Dios espera de
la Iglesia del tercer milenio” comenzé en nuestra Igle-
sia diocesana aproximadamente 20 afios después de la
conclusion del Concilio Vaticano II. En 1983, con la carta
pastoral Un Cielo Nuevo y una Tierra Nueva, el obis-
po Raymundo Pefia convoco un sinodo diocesano que
tendria lugar de 1984 a 1986. Con espiritu profético, el
obispo Pefia escribio:

Las preparaciones para el sinodo comenzardn
ahora con un serio proceso de consulta. Me reuniré
y consultaré con el clero y con los lideres religiosos
y laicos de nuestra diocesis para idear un proced-
imiento para abordar el tema del sinodo... Les pido
su participacion, y especialmente su compromiso
renovado de ser una senial de lo que Dios tiene res-
ervado para todo su pueblo. Sigamos caminando con
Jesus hacia el siglo XXI. Seamos verdaderamente
artesanos del cielo nuevo y de la tierra nueva.

Los frutos de aquel proceso sinodal fueron abundantes.
La institucion del diaconado permanente, un instituto
dedicado a la formacion de lideres laicos y una oficina
que proporciona a migrantes y refugiados asistencia legal
son solo algunas de las iniciativas legisladas por el sinodo
que nos acompaian hasta el dia de hoy.

Unos 35 afos después del Sinodo de El Paso, el Papa
Francisco ha invitado a todos los fieles a participar en un
sinodo universal sobre la sinodalidad, “dimension consti-
tutiva de la Iglesia”, y sobre “qué pasos nos invita a dar el
Espiritu para crecer en nuestro caminar juntos”.

La coordinacion de la fase diocesana se confio al
Consejo Pastoral Diocesano. La forma de proceder con
las consultas se discutio y desarrolld durante los primeros
meses de la fase diocesana. Con base en las directrices,

Por una Iglesiq sinodal

comunidn | pal’ficipacio’n | misidn
temas y preguntas que se encuentran en el Vademécum
para el Sinodo de la Sinodalidad, el Consejo Pastoral
desarrollo el Instrumento de Trabajo para el Camino
Sinodal de la Didcesis de El Paso (cf. Apéndice B; para
la version en inglés, cf. Apéndice A). Este instrumento
contiene 1) una definicion de sinodo y sinodalidad, 2)

la oracion Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, 3) un pasaje del
Evangelio para llevar a cabo la consulta en un espiritu
de oracion, y 4) cinco temas para la consulta. Cada tema
incluye una descripcion y varias preguntas para guiar la
discusion. Los cinco temas desarrollados son 1) Com-
paiieros en el Camino, 2) Comunion, 3) Participacion, 4)
Mision y 5) Hablar con Parresia.

Después del desarrollo del Instrumento, el Consejo
Pastoral tuvo la tarea de capacitar a los lideres de las
parroquias y otras organizaciones para llevar a cabo
las consultas. Durante esta fase, la colaboracion de El
Paso Interreligious Sponsoring Organization (EPISO),
organizacion afiliada a Industrial Areas Foundation, fue
esencial y crucial para el éxito del camino sinodal dioc-
esano. Junto con EPISO, desarrollamos orientaciones y
capacitaciones para lideres de toda la didcesis, dandoles
herramientas para implementar las consultas. Especifica-
mente, se les ensend a los lideres el método de “reuniones
caseras” utilizado en organizacion colectiva, pero con un
énfasis espiritual. Alrededor de 350 lideres de 43 parro-
quias rurales y urbanas fueron entrenados para llevar a
cabo las consultas. Estos lideres luego dirigieron conver-
saciones en sus parroquias y se reunian periédicamente
para compartir sus desafios y éxitos.

Las consultas tuvieron lugar de febrero a junio. Re-
cibimos informes de 20 de las 55 parroquias. También
llevamos a cabo dos consultas a nivel diocesano para
cualquier persona que quisiera asistir, una consulta para
el clero diocesano y religioso, y otra para los diferentes
ministerios diocesanos. Ademas, el Ministerio Peniten-
ciario consulto a los encarcelados, y otros dos grupos de
cristianos llevaron a cabo sus propias consultas: “Lau-
dato Si”, una organizacion guiada por la vision del Papa
Francisco de cuidar nuestra casa comun, y “Cristianos
Alienados”, un grupo de personas bautizadas que han
sido heridas en el pasado y ya no quieren pertenecer a
una Iglesia cristiana.

Se afrontaron dos desafios principales. El primero
fue que tomo6 un tiempo para que los fieles pudieran
comprender el significado y el proposito de este proceso
sinodal. Por consiguiente, algunas personas dudaban o
no estaban interesadas en participar. Una vez que los
laicos y el clero adquirieron una mayor comprension de
la sinodalidad, sintieron mayor motivacion para participar
en el proceso. El segundo desafio fue el tiempo limit-
ado para desarrollar el proceso. Después de planear el
proceso diocesano, capacitar a lideres y ayudar a la gente
a entender el concepto de sinodalidad, ya nos quedaban
solo unos cuantos meses. Algunas parroquias organizaron
conversaciones sinodales después de la fecha limite para
entregar los informes, y otras tuvieron conversaciones
pero no entregaron un informe.

A pesar de los desafios, hemos visto gracias abundan-
tes a lo largo de este caminar juntos. En primer lugar,
tenemos un entendimiento renovado de la sinodalidad
en la vida de la Iglesia: todos los fieles estan llamados a
ejercer el ministerio y la autoridad en la Iglesia por el de-
posito de la fe que se les ha confiado. En segundo lugar,
los fieles se sintieron escuchados: el Papa y los obispos
han reconocido el sensus fidei (sentido de la fe) que los
fieles poseen, animandolos a una mayor participacion y
compromiso. En tercer lugar, el proceso sinodal nos ha
permitido sofiar con la Iglesia que Dios nos llama a ser,
y trabajar para reconstruir lo que se ha perdido con la
pandemia. En cuarto lugar, la apertura al didlogo con las
personas que piensan de manera distinta ha enriquecido
las perspectivas de las personas que participaron, ayudan-
donos a darnos cuenta de que la Iglesia es una comunion,
una familia.

Hallazgos

La informacion que se presenta a continuacion esta
organizada de acuerdo con los temas y preguntas del
Instrumento de Trabajo para el Camino Sinodal de la
Diocesis de El Paso. Algunas respuestas se repiten en las
diferentes preguntas. Al final de esta seccion, se pueden
encontrar los diez temas principales de la consulta.

I. Companeros en el Camino

En la Iglesia y sociedad vamos unos junto a otros por
el mismo camino.

la: ;Como te ha acompaifiado Dios en tu vida?
» La mayoria de los participantes dijeron que Dios los
ha acompanado a lo largo de su vida:
* En los buenos tiempos y, sobre todo, en los malos.

* En los sacramentos.

* En la oracion.

* A través de la guia de sus pastores.

» Con el apoyo de la comunidad parroquial.
Al servir en un ministerio.

* Otros se han sentido abandonados por Dios.
 Se sienten excluidos.

 Se sienten juzgados por la Iglesia.

1b. ;{Tu parroquia/comunidad de fe ha caminado
contigo?

» La mayoria de los participantes expresaron que la
comunidad parroquial los ha acompaiado en tiem-
pos dificiles.

* A través de las relaciones con sacerdotes.

* A través de la oracion, la comunidad parroquial, los
ministerios y los programas de formacion.

» Las personas que no se han sentido acompafiadas
por la parroquia expresaron la necesidad de una
mayor apertura a la diversidad.

» También expresaron la existencia de problemas y
barreras con el idioma.

1c. (De qué formas crees que la comunidad puede
promover el caminar juntos?
* Asemejandonos mas a Cristo, viviendo la alegria del
Evangelio.
 Siendo mas acogedores con los demas y menos
criticos.
* Involucrando a los feligreses en la vida parroquial.
* Invitando a los grupos no tradicionales, eliminando
el racismo y la exclusion de grupos estigmatizados.
* Promoviendo la participacion en servicios y ministe-
rios, programas de evangelizacion.
 Con planificacion estratégica.
 Abriéndonos al didlogo.
 Desarrollar programas de integracion y justicia
social.
* Permaneciendo cerca de la gente y escuchando sus
necesidades.
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II. Comunion

Por el bautismo, Dios reune nuestros pueblos distintos,
pero con una misma fe.

2a. ;Te sientes bienvenido en tu parroquia/comuni-
dad de fe y fortalecido por la liturgia? ;Por qué o por
qué no?

» Los fieles se sienten bienvenidos cuando perciben
una comunidad activa (servicio, ministerio, partici-
pacion).

* Hay que ser mas acogedores con los grupos no tradi-
cionales, las personas de zonas rurales, los miembros
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de tribus indigenas y los jovenes.
La misa puede ser mas acogedora, con liturgia para
nifios y buena musica.

2b. ;Como reconoces/celebras la presencia de Dios
en la comunidad?

En los sacramentos, la misa.

En oracion.

En la comunidad de la Iglesia.

En el servicio y el ministerio.

En la lucha por justicia social para grupos vulnera-
bles.

lll. Participacion

Dios hace un llamado al compromiso de su Pueblo —
laicos, consagrados y ordenados — a ser agentes en la
mision de la Iglesia.

3a: ;Qué significa concretamente participar en la
parroquia/comunidad de fe?

* Ser inclusivos, superar las divisiones y evitar los
grupos selectos.

» Evangelizar, ser testigos con nuestras palabras y
nuestra vida.

* Servir con creatividad frente a los obstaculos ac-
tuales.

3b. ;Quién puede participar?

 En principio, todo el mundo puede participar porque
la Iglesia es un hospital para pecadores.
» Deberia haber mas actividades sociales para que la

gente se sienta bienvenida.

* Se necesitan mas ministerios para una mayor
participacion.

» Desafios relacionados con la participacion:

* Se necesita mas comunicacion: por ejemplo, ferias
de ministerios.

* Clericalismo.

+ Divisiones: entre ministerios, en la politica.

* Los desafios de la pandemia. Por ejemplo: las
misas transmitidas en linea y la disminucion de la
asistencia en persona.

+ Falta de hospitalidad y actitudes de rigidez.

* Requisitos de la didcesis.

3c. ;Qué grupos o personas se quedan excluidos?
» Tres grupos principales: los jovenes, los divorciados
y la comunidad LGBTQ.
* Otros grupos o individuos marginados:
* Mujeres;

3d.

» Familias, especialmente las no tradicionales y las
jovenes;

» Hablantes de una sola lengua;

* Ancianos;

» Personas con discapacidades mentales y fisicas;

» Profesionistas;

* Nifos;

» Comunidades rurales.

. Qué talentos te sientes inspirado(a) a compartir

con la comunidad?

Los fieles expresaron que se sienten inspirados a
compartir sus talentos, tiempo y recursos.
Participacion en ministerios en la iglesia.
Inclusion e integracion.

Evangelizacion.

Programas de justicia social.

Proporcionar apoyo financiero.

Habilidades de administracion.

IV. Mision

Nuestra mision es evangelizar, testimoniar el amor de
Dios en medio de toda la familia humana.

4a. ;Cémo viven esta mision la Iglesia y sus miem-
bros?
* Principalmente a través de:

» Evangelizacion, predicacion del Evangelio.

* Justicia social.

» Cuidado de los grupos marginados y vulnerables.

* Nuestro testimonio de Cristo, individual y como

comunidad.

4b: ;Cual es la mision de la parroquia/comunidad de
fe hoy en dia?
» Evangelizacion de todos.
» Alcance a todos, a nivel personal.
» Construir la comunidad formando conexiones perso-
nales, amistades.
» Aceptar a los que son diferentes sin juzgarlos.
» Fomentar la formacion de los laicos.
» Dialogo entre la fe y las ciencias.
* Ayuda a las familias a crecer en la fe.
» Esforzarnos por la paz, la justicia y la igualdad en el
mundo.
» La liturgia como fuente de nuestra accion misionera.

V. Hablar con Parresia
(Valentia/Verdad)

Con el proposito de discernir la voluntad de Dios, la
Iglesia ha comenzado este proceso sinodal escuchando a
todos los bautizados.

5a. ;Qué pasos nos invita a dar el Espiritu para crecer
en nuestro caminar juntos?
* Transformarnos en una comunidad mas acogedora
centrada en Cristo.
» Demostrar cercania a nivel personal.
+ Estar abiertos al didlogo dentro de la Iglesia y con el
mundo.
* Reconstruir la comunidad después de la pandemia y
otros desafios que nos han dividido.
* Invitar a los jovenes y a los grupos marginados.
» Convertirnos en una Iglesia cada vez mas misionera

que evangeliza y sirve.

* Proporcionar una mayor formacion para los laicos,
mas oportunidades de catequesis (especialmente
entre la primera comunion y la confirmacion).

* Apertura a nuevas formas de ministerio, uso de
avances tecnologicos, modernizacion.

» Rotacion en el liderazgo para evitar los ministerios
osificados y grupos selectos.

* Dar mas autoridad a las mujeres.

» Hablar en un idioma que sea mas relevante para las
personas, con términos sencillos.

» Hablar proféticamente sobre los problemas actuales
que afectan a la sociedad e involucrarnos en solu-
ciones.

* Superar el clericalismo, repensar la administracion
en la Iglesia.

 Tener sacerdotes santos que sigan al Espiritu Santo,
no soélo su propia voluntad.

* Reverencia por la liturgia y mayor énfasis en la vida
sacramental.

5b.

Mayor preparacion homilética.

Otras opiniones: mas investigacion y discernimiento
sobre las ensefianzas sexuales, ordenar a las mujeres
al menos al diaconato, hacer que el celibato clerical

sea opcional.

.Qué le quieres decir a la Iglesia?

La Iglesia deberia ser una comunidad:

* pastoral, acogedora y que sea un lugar para la
doctrina;

* que involucre a las personas (jovenes, diferentes
géneros, marginados);

* en la cual los sacerdotes sean pastorales, respons-
ables de la formacion de todos, y rindan cuentas de
sus acciones;

* que explora nuevas formas de evangelizacion (tec-
nologia, juventud y métodos pastorales);

* que no olvida su mision de llegar a los marginados
y jovenes.
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En resumen, los temas
principales fueron:

1. Gratitud a Dios y a la comunidad por ser com-
pafieros a lo largo de la vida.

2. Desarrollar un entorno parroquial que sea acogedor,
amoroso, inclusivo y socialmente activo.

3. Aumentar la participacion en la vida parroquial:
misa, oracion, sacramentos, ministerio y dialogo.

4. Desarrollar un sentido de comunidad a través de

Sintesis de la Fase Diocesana
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interacciones significativas con el sacerdote y los
demas miembros de la comunidad a través de re-
uniones, eventos, retiros, oportunidades para servir
en diversos ministerios, y rotacion de liderazgo.

5. Evangelizar por el testimonio personal, retiros,
estudios biblicos y programas de formacion.

6. Involucrar a los jovenes en la vida parroquial a
través de programas creativos adaptados a ellos.

7. Participar en la justicia social y en programas para
los grupos vulnerables de la sociedad (por ejemp-
lo, migrantes, pobres, personas sin hogar). Ser un
ejemplo.

b
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8. Crear programas de inclusion para el bien comtn y
para acercar a la gente de nuevo a la fe.

9. Ser creativos y menos rigidos al encarar y adaptar-
nos a la sociedad moderna. Hacer que los grupos no
tradicionales se sientan bienvenidos (por ejemplo,
LGBTQ, divorciados, discapacitados, familias
desintegradas). Hacer que las mujeres se sientan
apreciadas en la iglesia de manera equitativa. Uso
de las nuevas tecnologias.

10.Proveer liturgias mas participativas: musica, liturgia
infantil y homilias pragmaticas.

Conclusiones

La fase diocesana del Sinodo 2021-2023 ha invitado
al pueblo de Dios en la Didcesis de El Paso a seguir per-
mitiendo que el Espiritu sople el aire fresco del Concilio
Vaticano II, guiandonos a través de nuevos caminos en
nuestra jornada comun. Del significado mismo de la pa-
labra “sinodo”, es decir, juntos en el camino, nos damos
cuenta de que la renovacion de la Iglesia no puede venir
de unas pocas personas, sino que cada uno de nosotros
esta llamado(a) a convertirse en una compaiera, un com-
pafiero, un pr6jimo, una hermana o un hermano.

Asi pues, sabemos que la implementacion del Sinodo
sera sin duda responsabilidad del Papa y los obispos,
pero también de cada uno de los fieles de Cristo en la
didcesis y en cada parroquia. La implementacion debe
tener un alcance universal, diocesano y parroquial. Con
esto en mente, el obispo Mark Seitz y el Consejo Pastoral

Diocesano consideraran los resultados del camino sinodal
diocesano que hemos emprendido con el fin de desarrol-
lar un Plan Pastoral para la Didcesis de El Paso.

El Plan Pastoral presentara un camino a seguir, a medi-
da que buscamos reconstruir nuestra comunidad catélica
en esta realidad post-pandemia. Dado que los frutos del
camino sinodal deben ser cosechados por toda la comuni-
dad a través de acciones concretas, el clero, las hermanas
y hermanos religiosos, y todos los fieles laicos seran
llamados a participar en este plan como agentes misioner-
os de la comunidad evangelizadora. Mas autn, pastores y
lideres estan llamados a examinar las realidades de sus
propias comunidades a la luz del proceso sinodal para
implementar las medidas de acuerdo con las necesidades
particulares de esas comunidades.

El Espiritu Santo nos ha llamado a ser discipulos
misioneros. Habiendo encontrado al Sefior resucitado
en la comunidad, en las Escrituras y en los sacramentos,
estamos llamados a ir en salida y predicar la buena nueva

de salvacion a aquellos que viven bajo el poder del tiem-
po presente. Deseamos ser fieles a la llamada que hemos
recibido, difundiendo la alegria de caminar con Dios y
su pueblo. Leyendo los signos de los tiempos, debemos
discernir nuestro papel en la inclusion de personas y
grupos marginados y en la sanacion de las divisiones
que experimentamos actualmente. Invocamos al Espiritu
de Dios para que inspire a la Iglesia a responder a esos
desafios con amor y creatividad.

El proceso de convertirnos en una iglesia mas sinodal
ya ha comenzado y debe continuar. En un espiritu de
sinodalidad, hacemos eco de las palabras de nuestro
pastor, el obispo Mark Seitz: “Juntos estamos llamados
a discernir los nuevos caminos de justicia y misericordia
que se nos exigen y a redescubrir nuestras razones de
esperanza (cf. 1 Pedro 3, 5)”. El final de la fase diocesana
del camino sinodal es el comienzo de muchos mas pro-
cesos sinodales guiados por el Espiritu en nuestra Iglesia
particular.
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Advent Posadas: A Spirituality Of Hospitality

By Msgr. Arturo Baiiuelas, STD
Guest Columnist

Biblically, Jesus’ coming
among us was first met with
rejection. There was no room
for him at the Inn. (Luke 2:7)
From the very beginning Jesus
identifies himself with the most
rejected in our society, and
during his ministry gives priority
to those in the margins, the sick,
the leper, the stranger, the aban-
doned, the sinner, and the blind.
The reason Jesus accompanied
them is to show us a spirituality
of hospitality that opens our
hearts to encounter Jesus in the
least among us; “I was hungry
and you gave me to eat, thirsty
and gave me to drink, a strang-
er and you welcomed me....”
(Matthew 25)

During advent in our border
area of El Paso families celebrate
the popular posada tradition
rooted biblically on the spiritu-
ality of hospitality. The posadas
reenact the scripture story of St.
Joseph and pregnant Blessed
Mother searching for room in the
Inn only to experience rejection.
In neighborhoods, families walk
in procession lead by statues of
Joseph and Mary or by youth
dressed in costumes followed by
the faithful who daily visit three
homes asking for posada with
special hymns. The pilgrims are
rejected in the first two homes,
but welcomed in the last home
where the fiesta begins, and all
sing “Jesus is welcomed into our
heart.”

Today this posada tradition

continues to have a special sig-
nificance for the Church on the
border because daily thousands
of refugees and asylum seekers
are knocking on our nation’s
door asking for entrance, but our
doors are shut to them. It is like
saying, “there is no room in the
Inn for you,” and can become a
rejection of how Christ comes
among us.

Hospitality opens our hearts
to have greater compassion and
solidarity with our brothers and
sisters seeking a better life for
their families. These refugees
were forced to flee death threats,

hunger, violence, lack of medical
care, dire poverty, and severe
droughts in their country of
origin. One father and mother
told me that they had to flee be-
cause thugs killed their son who
tried to protect his little sister,
robbed their home, tortured the
father and with a gun to their
heads threatened to return for
them later. Today they are living
outside along the bridge under a
tarp waiting for an opportunity
for asylum. The father said, “I
hurt to see my family suffer so
much in the cold, without food,
and warm clothes; but we have

no choice.”

All persons on the margins
are our fathers, mothers, sis-
ters, brothers, uncles, aunts and
grandparents waiting to meet us
as family. Our spirituality of hos-
pitality is counter to the anti-im-
migrant sentiment, xenophobia,
racism, and intolerance against
refugees at our door. Hospitality
stands in contradiction to the
unjust policies that continue to
cause suffering and death to our
migrant communities.

El Paso, nonetheless, is a com-
munity characterized by beautiful
stories of hospitality. Examples
abound. People buy groceries
for migrants on the streets, bring
them clothes, offer mothers with
children a room in their homes,
doctors and nurses offer medical
care, parishes and congregations
offer shelter. In other words,
posada is lived every day in our
city and has become a defining
character of people in our border
city.

For this reason, for us to
celebrate the posadas today is
to reject acts of hate, violence,
closed hearts, and intolerance
and respond with a profound sol-
idarity that embraces the stranger
as brother and sister worthy of
being treated with dignity and
respect. It is subverting fear,
racism and injustices through a
solidarity of hospitality.

Hospitality challenges our
false assumptions about the
stranger so that we are better able
to open ourselves to share in the
plight and struggles of the reject-
ed and suffering poor among us.

We allow them to penetrate into
our very souls with their stories,
dreams and hopes giving us a
spiritual transformative experi-
ence in our lives. A real encoun-
ter of hospitality is mutual, and
in this mutuality, we become
part of each other’s lives, and
we learn from each other, and
we both become more, fuller
human beings. These moments of
transformation become awesome
experiences of the Divine all
around us and in us.

Each year with the posadas we
are called to ask ourselves “Who
have we rejected, closed our
doors to, and what has happened
when we open that door?”” At the
end of each posada, the group
has a fiesta which anticipates
hope that hate, and fear will be
overcome by justice, equality,
brotherhood, peace, human rights
and human dignity. The joyful
hymn to welcome the pilgrims
says: “Entren Santos Peregrinos,
reciban este rincon, que aunque
es pobre la morada, os la doy de
corazon.” (with hospitality, God
abides in our hearts)

Hospitality is not about open
borders. It is about open hearts
that commit themselves to
foster just immigration reform,
gratitude for the gifts refugees
bring to our lives, eliminate a
racist dark side of history, and
compassionately reembrace each
other, especially the foreigner,
with dignity and respect. In this
way we open ourselves to a new
advent moment of God among
us.

‘The only Catholic cemetery in the El Paso area was established to serve the needs

of our Catholic Community in their time of mourning and need. We help guide our
families with end-of-life arrangements with pastoral care during your time of

greatest need.

Facilities and Services include an intimate chapel for on-site services,
a place for the interment of cremated remains in our columbarium
or the chapel, and we also offer traditional in-ground burials or in our mausoleum.

401S. Zaragoza Road - (9

https://www.elpasodiocese.org/our-lady-of-mt-carmel

Mt. Carmel’s peaceful grounds are maintained by
environmentally responsible reclaimed water.
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Jesus Christ or St. Nicholas?

By Martha Marmolejo
Pledge Fulfilment, Specialist

As I was looking for Christmas
cards on the internet, the other
day, I came across the following
picture and it made me think...
what is the true meaning of
Christmas for us Christians? Ev-
ery year, we wait in anticipation
for the month of December to
celebrate Christmas, decorate our
houses, host family gatherings,
and give each other expensive
presents. But, if we only do that,
why is it called Christmas?

According to the dictionary,
Christ-mas means: The annual
Christian festival celebrating
Christ’s birth held on Decem-
ber 25 in the Western Church.
According to CatholicCulture.
org, the annual Christian festival
celebrating Christ’s birth says
that Christmas is one of the most
important Christian and cultural
holidays of the year and a time
in which God shows us His
great love for us to heal and be
renewed in our faith, through His
ultimate gift. The true meaning
of Christmas is the celebration of

the nativity of Jesus Christ!

On the other hand, according
to Catholic Culture one of

the most beloved saint all
through the Middle Ages was
St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra,
in Asia Minor. He still is the
favorite saint of little children in
the Catholic sections of Central
Europe. This veneration is easily
explained: He is the special pa-
tron saint of small children. His
feast day is December 6.

St. Nicholas is said to return
during the night to bring his
gifts. Upon arising, the children
find on the window sill apples,
oranges, nuts, candy, and figures
baked of sweet dough represent-
ing the saintly bishop, cookies,
and chocolate balls.

The Hollanders brought
this custom of the visit of St.
Nicholas to America. Later,
when New Amsterdam became
New York, this Dutch tradition
of Sinter Claas (pronounced
“Santa Claus”) was transferred to
Christmas and the figure of the
Saint changed into the present
legendary figure of Santa Claus.

So sure! Let us enjoy the

Capitol Campaign

season, remember to rejoice, and
celebrate Jesus’ birth! Let us give
each other presents, but also, let
us give Baby Jesus the gift of
our love, service, and commit-
ment to the amazing blessings
He bestows on us. Let us grant
peace to our neighbor, love to

our families, and honor Christ
this season.

The We are The Body of Christ
Capital Campaign is the per-
fect example of us gifting Jesus
Christ with means to foster His
teachings on earth. The Cam-
paign’s goal is to have enough

December 2022

funds to send our seminarians
and deacons to school, so that
we have enough priests for
our parishes, to continue with
Catholic education and religious
formation, and to strengthen our
parishes with future emergency
funds. Also, parishes receive
20% of all donations for con-
struction debts, renovations, or
any other need within the parish.
All of the above are crucial for
the future existence of our faith!
Thanks to 6,770 faithful pa-
rishioners, who have committed
to a gift to the Capital Campaign
and continue fulfilling their
commitment through month-
ly donations, we have raised
$14,414,140 in pledges and
$4,033,878 in payments. Thank
you all for your generous and
sacrificial support! May the Lord
return these blessings with much
love, health, and abundance.
Please, do not hesitate to
reach out to Martha Marmolejo,
Pledge Fulfillment Specialist, for
the We Are the Body of Christ
Campaign at 915-872-8412 ext.
137 or via email at mmarmole-
Jjo@elpasodiocese.org.

Por Martha Marmolejo
Especialista de Cumplimiento

Mientras buscaba tarjetas de
Navidad en internet, el otro dia,
me encontré con la siguiente
imagen y me hizo pensar... jcual
es el verdadero significado de
la Navidad para nosotros los
cristianos? Cada afio, esperamos
con ilusion el mes de diciem-
bre para celebrar la Navidad,
decorar nuestras casas, organizar
reuniones familiares y hacer-
nos regalos caros. Pero, si s6lo
hacemos eso, /por qué se llama
Navidad?

Segtin el diccionario, Navidad
significa La fiesta cristiana anual
que celebra el nacimiento de
Cristo y que se celebra el 25 de
diciembre en la Iglesia Occiden-
tal. Segun CatholicCulture.org, la
fiesta cristiana anual que celebra
el nacimiento de Cristo dice que
la Navidad es una de las fiestas
cristianas y culturales mas im-
portantes del afio y un tiempo en
el que Dios nos muestra su gran
amor para que nos sanemos y nos
renovemos en nuestra fe, a través
de su ultimo regalo. El verdadero
significado de la Navidad es la
celebracion de la natividad de
Jesucristo.

Por otro lado, segtin la cultura
catdlica uno de

los santos mas queridos duran-
te toda la Edad Media fue San
Nicolas, obispo de Myra, en Asia
Menor. Sigue siendo el santo
favorito de los nifios pequefios en
los sectores catolicos de Euro-
pa Central. Esta veneracion se
explica facilmente: Es el patron
especial de los nifios pequefios.
Su fiesta es el 6 de diciembre.

Se dice que San Nicolas re-
gresa durante la noche para traer
sus regalos. Al levantarse, los
nifios encuentran en el alféizar de
la ventana manzanas, naranjas,
nueces, caramelos y figuras de
masa dulce que representan al

;. Jesucristo o San Nicolas?

santo obispo, galletas y bolas de
chocolate.

Los holandeses llevaron esta
costumbre de la visita de San
Nicolas a América. Mas tarde,
cuando Nueva Amsterdam se
convirtié en Nueva York, esta
tradicion holandesa de Sinter
Claas (que se pronuncia “Santa
Claus”) se traslad6 a la Navidad
y la figura del Santo se trans-
formo en la legendaria figura
actual de Santa Claus.

Asi que jseguro! Disfrutemos
de la temporada, recordemos
alegrarnos y celebremos el
nacimiento de Jesus. Haga-
mos regalos a los demas, pero
también regalemos al Nifio Jesus
nuestro amor, nuestro servicio
y nuestro compromiso con las
increibles bendiciones que El
nos otorga. Otorguemos paz a
nuestro projimo, amor a nuestras
familias y honremos a Cristo en
esta temporada.

La Campaiia de Capital Somos
El Cuerpo de Cristo es el ejem-
plo perfecto de como regalamos
a Jesucristo los medios para
fomentar sus enseflanzas en la
tierra. El objetivo de la Campafia
es tener fondos suficientes para
enviar a nuestros seminaristas y
diaconos a la escuela, para que
tengamos suficientes sacerdotes
para nuestras parroquias, para
continuar con la educacion
catdlica y la formacion religiosa,
y para fortalecer nuestras parro-
quias con fondos de emergencia
futuros. Ademas, las parroquias
reciben el 20% de todas las don-
aciones para deudas de construc-
cién, renovaciones o cualquier
otra necesidad dentro de la
parroquia. {Todo lo anterior es
crucial para la existencia futura
de nuestra fe!

Gracias a los 6.770 fieles
feligreses, que se han compro-
metido a hacer una donacién a
la Campafia de Capital y siguen
cumpliendo su compromiso

mediante donaciones mensuales,
hemos recaudado 14.414.140
dolares en promesas y 4.033.878
dolares en pagos. Gracias a todos
por su generoso y sacrificado
apoyo. Que el Sefior nos devuel-

va estas bendiciones con mucho
amor, salud y abundancia.

Por favor, no duden en comu-
nicarse con Martha Marmolejo,
Especialista en Cumplimiento
de Promesas, para la Camparia

Somos el Cuerpo de Cristo al
915-872-8412 ext. 137 o por
correo electronico a mmarmole-
Jjo@elpasodiocese.org.

Saturday, December 10th at 1pm
at Memorial Park, El Paso
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By Patrick Guiliani
Hope Border Institute

Every weekend after attending
mass [ take the time to call my
parents who live on the other
side of the country to catch
up and share about our week.
During a recent phone call, my
mother asked me the seasonal
question, “What do you want for
Christmas this year?”

This question has become
harder to answer over the years.
When I was a kid, there was
always some new video game or
book that I had been craving to
get my hands on. Writing Christ-
mas lists for Santa seemed to
flow out of me without a second
thought. But now the holiday
season and gift giving just feels
different and even complicated.

All grown up, now I think
about what I should get for my
parents, my family and my close
friends. Who doesn’t feel the
crunch as we get closer to Christ-
mas of having to remember ev-
eryone and watch your budget?
As a child, I was quick to make
custom Christmas cards, drawn
and designed by yours truly.
While I think my mother would

Hope Border Institute

Practicing Gift Givin

still treasure such a card, it might
no longer serve as the quick fix
for not having thought about a
Christmas present earlier.

But I was recently reminded
that giving a good gift need not
be so complicated. I went with
Bishop Mark Seitz when he
visited a group of asylum seekers
who had set up a camp on the
riverside of the Rio Grande
in Ciudad Judarez after being
removed from the US. They were
living in camping tents placed on
top of flattened cardboard boxes,
covered with blankets in an at-
tempt to stay warm in the quickly
dropping winter temperatures.

As I watched him walk
through the camp, people ap-
proached him, each asking him
for something. Some parents
brought their young children
asking for a blessing. Others
called out asking if he would
come back and celebrate Mass.
One person asked for a bus
ticket. Young adults came up
asking for prayers as they were
scared about what would happen
to them next.

In these moments, I witnessed
a prime example of giving and
charity. He started giving our ro-
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saries. Bishop Seitz wasn’t able
to offer anyone a gift that would
solve all their problems but

he was giving them what they
needed at that moment. He was
giving people a physical remind-
er that someone was praying

for them and that had value that
could not be given a price.

Gift-giving is not about giving
the flashiest or most expen-
sive gift but giving something
meaningful. The intention is
what makes even the smallest
act of kindness meaningful. This
holiday season, I am working on
being more intentional with my
gift-giving.

If you are looking to be inten-
tional about your gift-giving this
Christmas season, I invite you
to consider donating to Hope
Border Institute. Help support

families on the move who will

be celebrating this year far from
home. Learn more at https.//
www.hopeborder.org/donate

Por Patrick Guiliani
Instituto Fronterizo de Esperanza

Cada fin de semana, después
de asistir a la misa, me tomo el
tiempo de llamar a mis padres,
que viven al otro lado del pais,
para ponernos al dia y compartir
nuestra semana. Durante una
reciente llamada telefonica, mi
madre me hizo la pregunta de
temporada: “;Qué quieres para
Navidad este afio?”.

Esta pregunta se ha vuelto mas
dificil de responder con los afios.
Cuando era nifio, siempre habia
algun videojuego o libro nuevo
que ansiaba tener en mis manos.
Escribir las listas de Navidad
para Papa Noel parecia salir de

Practicar La Entrega De Regalos

mi sin pensarlo dos veces. Pero
ahora las fiestas y la entrega de
regalos son diferentes e incluso
complicadas.

Ya crecida, ahora pienso en lo
que debo regalar a mis padres, a
mi familia y a mis amigos cerca-
nos. ;Quién no siente la presion
de tener que acordarse de todo el
mundo y cuidar el presupuesto
cuando se acerca la Navidad?
Cuando era nifia, me apresuraba
a hacer tarjetas de Navidad per-
sonalizadas, dibujadas y disefia-
das por un servidor. Aunque creo
que mi madre seguiria atesoran-
do una tarjeta asi, puede que ya
no sirva como solucion rapida
por no haber pensado antes en un
regalo de Navidad.

Pero hace poco me recordaron
que hacer un buen regalo no
tiene por qué ser tan complica-
do. Acompaiié al obispo Mark
Seitz cuando visit6 a un grupo de
solicitantes de asilo que habian
montado un campamento en la
ribera del Rio Grande, en Ciudad
Juarez, tras ser expulsados de Es-
tados Unidos. Vivian en tiendas
de campaiia colocadas encima de
cajas de carton aplastadas, cubi-
ertas con mantas en un intento de
mantenerse calientes en el rapido
descenso de las temperaturas
invernales.

Mientras lo veia caminar por
el campamento, la gente se le
acercaba, cada uno pidiéndole
algo. Algunos padres llevaban

a sus hijos pequefios pidiendo
una bendicion. Otros le pedian
que volviera a celebrar la misa.
Una persona le pidi6 un billete
de autobus. Los adultos jovenes
se acercaron pidiendo oraciones
porque tenian miedo de lo que
les iba a pasar después.

En esos momentos, fui testigo
de un ejemplo de entrega y
caridad. Empez6 a dar nuestros
rosarios. El obispo Seitz no podia
ofrecer a nadie un regalo que
resolviera todos sus problemas,
pero les daba lo que necesitaban
en ese momento. Le daba a la
gente un recordatorio fisico de
que alguien estaba rezando por
ellos y eso tenia un valor que no
podia tener un precio.

Regalar no es dar el regalo mas
llamativo o mas caro, sino dar
algo significativo. La intencion
es lo que hace que hasta el mas
pequetio acto de bondad tenga
sentido. Esta temporada de fies-
tas, estoy trabajando en ser mas
intencional con mis regalos.

Si quieres ser intencional
con tus regalos esta tempora-
da navidernia, te invito a que
consideres donar al Hope Border
Institute. Ayude a apoyar a las
Jfamilias en movimiento que cel-
ebraradn este ario lejos de casa.
Mas informacion en https://www.
hopeborder.org/donate

Special Collection - December 2022

retiredreligious.org

Collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious

There will be a Special Offering on Saturday, December 10 and Sunday, December
11, 2022 for the Retirement Fund for Religious.

This national appeal, which began in 1988, is to help religious congregations care
for their elderly and infirm sisters, brothers, and older priests. Religious women and
men have served the Church in our area for more than 300 years. There are many
Catholics who have benefited from Catholic schools, hospitals, and other institutions
staffed and supported by our nation’s religious. Your support to the collection for
retired religious is a wonderful way to mark Advent.

Please keep in your prayers these men and women who have given so much in
service for the Lord. Thank you for your support.

Colecta para el Fondo de la Jubilacion de Religiosos

Habra una Ofrenda Especial el sabado, 10 de diciembre y el domingo, 11 de diciem-
bre del 2022 para el Fondo de la Jubilacion de Religiosos.

Este esfuerzo, a nivel nacional, que empez06 en el afio 1988, ayuda a congregaciones
religiosas en el cuidado de sus hermanas y hermanos sacerdotes, quienes son ancia-
nos, estan enfermos y estan jubilados. Los religiosos, tanto hombres como mujeres,
han servido a la Iglesia en nuestra area por mas de 300 afios. Hay muchos catdlicos
que han beneficiado en escuelas, hospitales, y otras instituciones catolicas en donde
trabajan los religiosos. Su apoyo a esta colecta es un medio maravilloso de comenzar
la celebracion del Adviento.

Por favor ruegue al Sefior por estos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo que han trabaja-
do mucho en servicio para el Sefior. Gracias por su apoyo
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SIDEWALK JESUS

Janet M. Crowe

After dropping a bag of trash
in the garbage can, the man
called to his wife to share with
her the beauty of the evening
sunset. When she and their
young son stepped outside, the
man wrapped them in his arms to
protect them from the cold. The
three watched the clouds become
sparkling gold and fiery red and
then turn to muted purple and
hazy pink.

“Oh, look!” the man exclaimed
as the sunset faded. “A star has
already come out. Such a tiny
pinprick of light shining from the
heavens, appearing so small in
the vast sky.”

“That little star reminds me of
something else tiny and wonder-
ful,” the woman said to her son.

“What’s that?” asked the little
boy.

“Well, right now there is a tiny
baby inside of Mommy,” she
answered. “Soon you’re going to
be a big brother.”

“I’m going to be a big broth-
er!” the boy shouted, wiggling
excitedly in his father’s arms.
“Will it be a little brother or a
sister or, maybe a puppy?”

His parents laughed and
assured him that the baby would
not be a puppy, but they’d have
to wait to see if it was a boy or

a girl.

“When do I get to play with
the baby?” asked the boy.

“The baby is very small right
now, just like that star looks very
small,” explained the mother.
“Even though that star is sort
of hidden by being so far away,
there is a lot going on with that
star that we can’t see. In the
same way, there is a lot going on
in Mommy’s womb where our
baby is doing all sorts of growing
and developing that we can’t see,
but that doesn’t mean the baby
isn’t there. So, we have to take
special care of the baby even be-
fore we get to see or hold or play
with your little brother or sister.”

“Like you told that lady at
church,” the boy said. “She cried
when you gave her the little baby
feet pin and said that her baby
had tiny feet the same size as the
feet on the pin. Was she crying
because her baby needed special
care?”

“All babies need special care
before and even after they are
born,” explained the father. “In
fact, you’re no longer a baby but
you need special care also.”

“I’m a big boy,” complained
the boy. “I don’t need no care or
nothing. I’'m going to be a big
brother.”

“Yes,” agreed his father, “but
are you able to cook your own
food or get a job and go to work
to pay for your toy trucks? We all
need to be cared for, when we are
babies in our mother’s wombs,
when we are just newborn in-
fants, when we are big brothers
like you, and even mommies and
daddies need care too.”

“What?” said the boy in sur-
prise. “But you’re all grown up!”

Guest Columnist

Special Gifts Start Out Small
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“Yes, we are,” agreed his
father. “But remember last week
when I was sick? You and Mom-
my took care of me and helped
me get well. It’s not just when
we’re sick either. We all take
care of each other all the time.”

“So, that lady’s baby and our
baby and all of us need someone
to take care of us,” the boy said
thoughtfully. “Then why did the
lady cry?”

“She didn’t know how much
her baby was growing and de-
veloping,” said his mother. “Her
baby not only has little feet but
also tiny hands and fingers and
is already developing unique fin-
gerprints that will last his entire
lifetime. She had believed a lie
that her baby wasn’t real or alive
or a person yet.”

“That’s crazy,” said the boy.
“I’m a kid but even I know a
baby is real even inside a mom-
my’s tummy. If it isn’t alive then
it can’t be born and if it isn’t a

person, then it wouldn’t be born
from a people mommy. It would
be a puppy from a mommy dog
or something like that. I was just
kidding before when I asked if
our baby would be a puppy.”

“You’re a smart boy,” said his
father. “But sometimes people
don’t want to believe what might
be hard for them to hear. The
lady needed to know the truth
about how her baby was grow-
ing.”

“Her baby is bigger than our
baby, right?”” asked the boy. “So,
are our baby’s feet as big as the
baby feet pin you gave her?”

“Not quite yet,” answered his
mother. “Our baby’s heart is al-
ready beating. We can’t feel our
baby move yet but he or she is
wiggling around, even yawning
and hiccupping. Babies grow so
fast just like big brothers!”

“Maybe that lady’s baby needs
a big brother, too,” said the boy.
“That way people won’t lie to

her anymore.”

“That’s a great idea,” said
his father. “Maybe we can help
her get ready for her baby to be
born. We can help people know
the truth about the specialness
of preborn babies by reminding
them that we love them, both
mothers and babies, and will help
them through whatever problems
they have so that everyone stays
healthy and safe.”

“Since it’s almost Christmas,
maybe I can give that lady’s
baby one of my toy trucks so
he’ll have something to play with
when he gets born,” said the boy.

“Great idea, that would be like
giving baby Jesus a present,”
said his mother with a smile.
“Let’s go inside and find some
blankets for her baby too.”

“Good night, little star,” said
the boy. “We have a star in our
family now too!”

MAKING SENSE OF BIOETHICS

Seeking the Spiritual Side of Dementia

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

The possibility of suffering
from dementia later in life is a
worrisome and unpleasant pros-
pect for many of us. Most people
I know would like to remain
in possession of their mental
faculties until the end. Stephen
Post, Director of the Center for
Medical Humanities, Compas-
sionate Care and Bioethics at
Stonybrook University describes
it this way:

“The leading symptoms of
dementia are, frankly, terrifying:
loss of memory, of language, and
of reasoning ability. We all feel
at least a slight anxiety about
dementia because these dreaded
symptoms seem to assault our
very identities, to dissolve the
autobiographical narratives that
constitute the very story of our
lives.”

The dreaded symptoms of

dementia may lead to spiritual
temptations. The prospect of
losing autonomy and control can
lead some to despair and even
attempt suicide.

What can we say about the
meaning of a life-changing real-
ity like dementia for ourselves
and our loved ones? Could it be
that God is seeking to carry out a
particular spiritual work?

For some who face demen-
tia, it can have the effect of
getting them off the treadmill
and detaching them from those
aspects of their lives that may be
binding them, whether it’s work
and career, hobbies or pastimes,
or something else that may be
drawing them away from a need-
ed spiritual focus.

In one of his articles, Ste-
phen Post mentions Peter,
who through his struggle with
a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s,
experienced a spiritual reawak-
ening and encountered the Lord’s
grace:

“I’d say, “Why did you let this
happen to me? I had such a good
career. Everything was going
fine for me.” He would say to me
probably, ‘Well, why did you
fight it? I was trying to lead you
in this direction.” Oh, I didn’t

realize that. Well, I’ve come to
the conclusion that everything
has a purpose, so the Good Lord,
He knows the best for you. So
maybe this was to slow me down
to enjoy life and to enjoy my
family and to enjoy what’s out
there. And right now, I can say
that I’m a better person for it, in
appreciation of other people’s
needs and illnesses, than I ever
was when I was working that rat
race back and forth day to day.”
It can be very hard for a fami-
ly, especially a spouse, to watch
the slow destruction of a loved
one’s faculties. At times the
person suffering from dementia
can become so frustrated they are
aggressive towards those around
them. There is need for a great
deal of patience and spiritual and
social support in these situations.
The lives of caregivers tend
to be upended and changed
profoundly by caring for a family
member, relative or friend with
dementia, and the generous
love they share is itself often
sustained by faith in God. As
caregivers watch their loved ones
with “deep forgetfulness” dis-
engage from the people around
them, and from other previously
important reference points in

their lives, they also witness the
emergence of an unmistakable
simplicity in those they care for.
In a 2010 essay, Mary Anne
Moresco beautifully sums up her
dad’s and her family’s transfor-
mative spiritual journey this way:
“My 83-year-old father has
dementia. He can remember
things that happened a lifetime
ago like it was yesterday, but he
often can’t remember yesterday
at all... My father needs this
time in life. And we, his children,
need it too. We need to glimpse
into his past days, as he journeys
backward. We need to show him
love, as best as we can. We need
to offer up our prayers for him.
This time is useful. It is valuable.
For everything there is a season,
and this winter season of my
father’s life is part of what will
help guide his soul into eterni-
ty. Dad, through his dementia
is working out his salvation.
He isn’t doing that the way his
children wanted him to do it.
He isn’t doing that the way he
wanted to do it. He is doing it
the way God has deemed that he
must do it. *...unless you become
like little children, you will not
ender the Kingdom of Heaven.’
(Matt: 18:3)... With each passing

month, my father grows more
humble and more childlike, more
dependent and more trusting and
1 do not doubt, closer to our Lord
and to Heaven.”

As the symptoms and com-
plications of dementia unfold,
the challenges we face from
the disease can unexpectedly
become an invitation from God.
Although dementia can contrib-
ute to spiritual growth, it almost
always involves a great deal of
suffering for all concerned, and
the challenges should not be
underestimated. Such moments,
nevertheless, offer important
opportunities to grow in grace,
to slow down, to reevaluate our
priorities and to enter into a more
profound relationship with Him
who is our final destination and
abiding hope.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk,
Ph.D. earned his doctorate in
neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard.
He is a priest of the diocese of
Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioeth-
ics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org and www.
fathertad.com.
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VIDA DEL ESPIRITU

Padre Wilson Cuevas

La familia tiene una importan-
cia tan grande, que con justi-
cia se puede decir, que segun
marchen los hogares, asi marcha
el mundo y las iglesias tam-
bién. Es muy evidente queuna
de las necesidades apremiante
en nuestros tiempos, es la de
dar mayor atencion a la familia
a fin de que ellos sean baluarte
de moralidad, oasis de descanso
espiritual y centros de formacion
en los valores fundamentales de
la vida. Hoy por hoy hay una
serie de corrientes de pensamien-
to y de costumbres atrevidas, que
no solo la influencia tradicional
del hogar, sino que la estabilidad
misma de ¢l se ve terriblemente
amenazada, al punto que la
situacion general se acerca a los
lideraros de lo catastrofico. Por
consiguiente, algo hay que hacer,
y hacerlo ya.

Por su puesto, lo mejor que
podemos recomendar es que la
presencia de Jesucristo sea real
en la familia. Dios es familia,
Dios es amor (1 Jn. 4,8), Jesus
quiso empezar su vida en la
tierra en una familia: La Sagrada
Familia de Nazaret. El Santo
Papa Juan Pablo II, nos dice: “El
futuro de la humanidad se fragua
en la familia”. Y alguien observo
que: La familia sin abuelo no
conoce el pasado. Familia sin
padres no conoce el presente. Fa-

Guest Columnist

La Familia Y Su Misidn

milia sin hijos carece de futuro.
Familia sin amor no va muy le-
jos.Y familia que no cuente con
Dios. Como podra ser feliz? El
hogar es el lugar donde se apren-
de a ser feliz. Un hogar cristiano
es un remanso de amor. Para la
Madre Teresa, “lo mas impre-
scindible es el hogar”. La Mesa
tendida, el pan compartido, los
nifos, las visitas, los abuelos..
Papa y Mama el carifio, las sonri-
sas y Dios en cada corazon... Eso
es hogar! La familia, el hogar
cristiano, es una “pequefia iglesia
domestica”; donde se conoce,
ama y oran a Dios...

La Biblia corrobora una nu-
merosisima cantidad de ejem-
plos, de que la presencia real de
Cristo en el hogar hace toda la
diferencia. Para ver esto vamos a
tomar como ilustracion y estimu-
lo el hogar de Marta, Maria y

Lazaro (Lc. 10, 38-42). Aunque
en este pasaje no se menciona

a Lazaro, pero ese detalle no
importa. El relato de la visita

de Jesus a ese hogar de Betania,
hay varias cosas que nos convi-
ene observar. Son cosas que el
hogar cristiano debiera practicar,
si es que desea ser un hogar de
gozo, de paz y de prosperidad.
Fijémonos en lo que el hogar de
Betania hizo para Jesus.

En primer lugar, le recibieron:
Jesus fue un predicador itineran-
te, necesitaba llegar a algin lugar
y hospedarse en alguna casa.

En ocasiones, en cierto sentido,
se invito a si mismo como en

el caso de Zaqueo el publicano.
Pero lo hizo mas que para su
propia comodidad para llevar la
salvacion a ese pobre pecador.
Parece que Jestis mantuvo una
relacion especial con la familia

de Betania. Una amistad que

fue creciendo y tuvo inciden tes
hermosos de una fe y un amor
sano y sincero. Nosotros también
debemos disponernos a recibir
la visita de Jests. Nos hemos
preguntado porque nuestro hogar
no marcha bien? Tal vez hay re-
ligién, pero la presencia de Jesus
no es real. Asistimos a Misa

los Domingos, pero al Sefior lo
dejamos alli. En algunos hogares
vemos imagenes de crucifijos,
del Sagrado Corazoén de Jesus

o de la Virgen de Guadalupe o
de algun otro santo; huéspedes
invisibles a nuestras conversa-
ciones y acciones. Preguntemos:
Que visita recibo yo en mi casa?
Seria excelente que en este Advi-
ento y Navidad invitaras a Jests
a tu hogar. El Sefior esta frente a
tu puerta, lo invitas a pasar? Le
dejas entrar? En segundo lugar,
le oian con atencidon: Conversar
es un don del cielo. Las palabras
son los vehiculos en los que
viajan los pensamientos de una
mente a otra. Y conversando

se aprende y se unen mas los
lazos de la amistad. Qué gran
privilegio fue hablar con Jesus!
Aun mayor todavia oirle, pues
sus palabras proyectaban las
imagenes del cielo, daban forma
a las verdades poderosas y
transformadoras e inyectaban

en quienes las escuchaban vida,
vision y gozo. Y esto es, precis-
amente lo que deberiamos hacer
todos. Jesucristo dijo: “Aprended
de mi que soy manso y humilde
de corazén y hallareis descanso
para en sus almas” ( Mt. 11, 29).
El hogar debe ser una escuela y
el Sefior su maestro. Un hogar
fundamentado sobre las ensefian-
zas de Jesus esta firme y puede
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resistir los embates de la vida.
Las tempestades no la pueden
derribar.

En tercer lugar le servian: Este
fue el aspecto prominente de
Marta. Ella nos da la impresion
de ser una mujer practica.
Debemos agradecer su actitud de
servicio con el Senor. Esa es la
forma de complacer a su distin-
guido visitante. La familia debe
participar en este importantisimo
menester; una manera de hacerlo
es atraves de nuestras ofrendas
regulares, gozosas y substancio-
sas de la iglesia de la cual forma
parte nuestra familia. En cuarto
lugar, le traian a El los prob-
lemas: Jesus viene a nuestro ho-
gar para ser una bendicion. Pero
le debemos permitir que lo sea.
En todo hogar hay problemas, de
diversa indole. Estos problemas
se pueden multiplicar o hacer
mas grandes y mas dificiles. El
mejor tiempo de procurarlos en
cuando empiezan. Y la ayuda
del Sefior nos es indispensable
lo importante es que traigamos
nuestros problemas al Sefior. El
tiene una solucion adecuada para
nuestra vida.

Si queremos que nuestro hogar
sea feliz, lleno de armonia y de
paz y util a la sociedad, imitemos
el ejemplo del hogar de Betania
de Marta y Maria, recibieron a
Jesus, le oyeron, le sirvieron y le
presentaron sus problemas. Jesus
esta a nuestra disposicion. No es
cuestion de acudir a psiquiatras,
a pastillas tranquilizadoras o a
las drogas.... La cosa es

muy sencilla: Invitemos a Cris-
to a ser un miembro de nuestra
familia ! Decirle en

oracion: “Sefor, se el duefio
de mi hogar!”

The family has such great
importance that as the families
20, so goes the world and the
Church. One of the pressing
needs of our times is to provide
further attention to the family so
that they may be a bastion of mo-
rality, an oasis of spiritual rest,
and centers of formation in the
fundamental values of life. Today
there are a series of currents of
thought and daring customs,
which not only the traditional in-
fluence of the home but the very
stability of it is threatened, to the
point that the general situation
is approaching the leaders of the
catastrophic. Therefore, some-
thing must be done, and it must
be done now.

Of course, the best we can rec-
ommend is that the presence of
Jesus Christ be real in the family.
God is family; God is love (1 Jn.
4:8); Jesus wanted to begin his
life on earth in a family: the Holy
Family of Nazareth. The Holy
Pope John Paul II tells us: “The
future of humanity is forged
in the family .”And someone
observed that: Family without
grandparents does not know the
past. A family without parents
does not know the present. A
family without children has no

The Family and It’s

future. A family without love
does not go very far. And a fam-
ily that does not count on God.
How can it be happy? The home
is the place where one learns to
be satisfied. A Christian home

is a haven of love. For Mother
Teresa, “the most essential thing
is home .” The table spread,

the bread shared, the children,
the visits, the grandparents, the
affection, the smiles, and God in
every heart, this is a home! The
family in the Christian home is a
“small domestic church”; where
God is known, loved, and prayed
to.

The Bible corroborates many
examples that the Real Presence
of Christ in the home makes all
the difference. To see this, we
will take as an illustration and
encouragement the home of
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus (Lk.
10:38-42). This passage does not
mention Lazarus, but that detail
does not matter. In the account
of Jesus’ visit to that home in
Bethany, there are several things
that we should observe. These
are things that the Christian
home should practice if it wishes
to be a home of joy, peace, and
prosperity. Let us look at what
the Bethany home did for Jesus.

First of all, they received him:
Jesus was an itinerant preacher,
and he needed to go somewhere
and stay in a house. Sometimes,
in a sense, he invited himself, as
in the case of Zacchaeus, the tax
collector. But he did it more than
for his comfort to bring salvation
to that poor sinner. Jesus main-
tained a special relationship with
the family of Bethany. A friend-
ship that grew and had beautiful
incidences of healthy and sincere
faith and love. We, too, should
be ready to receive Jesus’ visit.
Have we ever wondered why our
home is not going well? Maybe
there is religion, but the presence
of Jesus is not real. We attend
Mass on Sundays, but we leave
the Lord there. In some homes,
we see images of crucifixes, the
Sacred Heart of Jesus or Our
Lady of Guadalupe, or some oth-
er saint, invisible guests to our
conversations and actions. Let us
ask ourselves: What visitors do
I receive in my home? Inviting
Jesus into your home this Advent
and Christmas will be excellent.
The Lord is in front of your door;
do you invite him in?

Secondly, listen to him
attentively: Conversation is a
gift from heaven. Words are the

Mission

vehicles through which thoughts
travel from one mind to another.
And by conversing, one learns,
and the bonds of friendship are
further united. What a great
privilege it was to talk with
Jesus! Even more significant to
hear him, for his words projected
the images of heaven, gave form
to powerful and transforming
truths, and injected those who
heard them with life, vision, and
joy. And this is precisely what
we should all be doing. Jesus
Christ said: “Learn from me, for
I am meek and humble of heart,
and you will find rest for your
souls” (Mt. 11:29). The home
should be a school, and the Lord,
its teacher. A home founded on
the teachings of Jesus is firm and
can withstand the onslaughts of
life. The storms cannot knock it
down.

Thirdly, they served her:
This was the prominent aspect
of Martha. She gives us the
impression of being a practical
woman. We should be grateful
for her attitude of service to the
Lord. That is the way to please
her distinguished visitor. The
family should participate in this
essential task; one way to do it is
through our regular, joyful, and

substantial offerings from the
Church of which our family is

a part. Fourth, they brought the
problems to Him: Jesus came to
our home as a blessing. But we
must allow Him to be. In every
home, there are problems of
various kinds. These problems
can multiply or become more
significant and complex. The
best time to deal with them is
when they begin. And the Lord’s
help is indispensable to us; the
important thing is that we bring
our problems to the Lord. He has
a suitable solution for our life.

If we want our home to be
happy, full of harmony and
peace, and valuable to society,
let us imitate the example of
the Bethany home of Martha
and Mary, who received Jesus,
listened to him, served him, and
presented their problems to him.
Jesus is at our disposal. It is not
a question of turning to psychia-
trists, tranquilizer pills, or drugs;
it is very simple.

Very simple: Let’s invite Christ
to be a member of our family!
Say to Him in prayer

prayer, “Lord, be the master of
my home!”
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Preparing to Celebrate Advent in Joyful Anticipation

By Tina Edwards-Milam
Annual Appeal Director

This beautiful Advent Season
is a spiritual time of wonder and
anticipation, a time to prepare
our hearts and ponder the miracle
of Christ’s birth.

Throughout Advent, the
Church encourages us to partake
in prayer, fasting, and almsgiving
(much like Lent). It is a time of
preparation, opening our hearts,
for the coming of Christ.

As we prepare our hearts for
the coming of Christ, the Gospel
reminds us to reflect on the many
blessings God has given us and
to continue spreading His love
throughout the world around us.
God is good and has provided
each of us with so many gifts.
Our duty is to be good stewards
and share our giftedness with
those who need it most.

“No vocation is born of itself
or lives for itself. A vocation
flows from the heart of God and
blossoms in the good soil of
faithful people.” -Pope Francis

The success of the Prog-
ress: Catholic Ministry Appeal
depends on thousands of donors
who support us each year.

As Catholics, we believe this
is a holy season and a time to
remember those less fortunate,
so we often look for unique ways
to be a form of intercession for
those most in need. Our Minis-
tries are filled with caring people
who the Holy Spirit works
through to bring Hope, Love,

Peace, and Joy to the lives they
touch. We, too, have an opportu-
nity to offer the gift of ourselves
in service to one another by
supporting those ministries that
work tirelessly in giving of them-
selves to serve our community.
The Progress: Catholic Min-
istry Appeal works in support
of our diocesan ministries. For
example, your donation to the
Catholic Ministries Appeal
supports Vocations to the priest-
hood in our Diocese. The appeal
ensures that our seminarians

have the time, resources, and
guidance to discern their call to
service. The appeal also creates
a diocesan-wide culture that sup-
ports vocations through promo-
tion, education, and parish-based
efforts to raise awareness of the
priesthood.

As I think back and reflect on
the dark times we have expe-
rienced these past few years, |
remember the heartache I felt not
being able to receive the Eucha-
rist, the center of our faith! My
heart ached as I thought about

how small we are and how easy
it is for us to take these blessings
for granted. I remember the first
time I received the Eucharist at
Mass after being able to return in
person, by the Grace of God, and
how I cried for what seemed like
forever. I cannot begin to fathom
a world where we would not
have our beloved priests or be
unable to receive the Eucharist. It
breaks my heart!!!

When we give back by sup-
porting our ministries through
the Progress: Catholic Ministry

Appeal, we continue ensuring the
future of our faith and spreading
the Good News of the Gospel.
As this year ends, please
help us support those most in
need through the hard work and
dedication of our Ministries.
Make an Appeal gift today! Visit
www.2022progress.org
We at the Catholic Foundation
wish you and your loved ones
a most Blessed Advent and a
Merry Christmas.

Preparandose para celebrar el Adviento con una alegre anticipacion

Por Tina Edwards-Milam
Annual Appeal Director

Esta hermosa temporada de
Adviento es un tiempo espiritual
de asombro y anticipacion, un
tiempo para preparar nuestros
corazones y reflexionar sobre el
milagro del nacimiento de Cristo.

A lo largo del Adviento, la
Iglesia nos anima a participar en
la oracion, el ayuno y la limosna
(al igual que la Cuaresma). Es un
tiempo de preparacion, abriendo
nuestros corazones, para la veni-
da de Cristo.

Mientras preparamos nues-
tros corazones para la venida de
Cristo, el Evangelio nos recuerda
que debemos reflexionar sobre
las muchas bendiciones que Dios
nos ha dado y continuar difundi-
endo su amor por todo el mundo
que nos rodea. Dios es bueno y

nos ha provisto a cada uno de no-
sotros con tantos dones. Nuestro
deber es ser buenos mayordomos
y compartir nuestros dones con
aquellos que mas lo necesitan.

“Ninguna vocacion nace de si
misma o vive para si misma. Una
vocacion fluye del corazon de
Dios y florece en la buena tierra
de las personas fieles”. -Papa
Francisco

El éxito de Progreso: Campaiia
Catolica para los Ministerios
depende de miles de donantes
que nos apoyan cada afio.

Como catoélicos, creemos que
esta es una temporada santa y un
tiempo para recordar a los menos
afortunados, por lo que a menudo
buscamos formas unicas de ser
una forma de intercesion para los
mas necesitados. Nuestros min-
isterios estan llenos de personas

cariflosas a través de las cuales el
Espiritu Santo trabaja para traer
esperanza, amor, paz y alegria

a las vidas que tocan. Nosotros
también tenemos la oportunidad
de ofrecer el don de nosotros
mismos en el servicio mutuo
apoyando a aquellos ministerios
que trabajan incansablemente en
dar de si mismos para servir a
nuestra comunidad.

El éxito de Progreso: Cam-
pafia Catodlica para los Min-
isterios trabaja en apoyo de
nuestros ministerios diocesanos.
Por ejemplo, su donacién a
la Campaiia Catolica para los
Ministerios apoya las vocaciones
al sacerdocio en nuestra Dioce-
sis. El llamamiento asegura que
nuestros seminaristas tengan el
tiempo, los recursos y la guia
para discernir su llamado al
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servicio. La apelacion también
crea una cultura diocesana que
apoya las vocaciones a través de
la promocion, la educacion y los
esfuerzos parroquiales para crear
conciencia sobre el sacerdocio.
Al pensar y reflexionar sobre
los tiempos oscuros que hemos
experimentado estos ultimos
aflos, recuerdo la angustia que
senti al no poder recibir la Eu-
caristia, jel centro de nuestra fe!
Me dolia el corazon al pensar en
lo pequefios que somos y lo facil
que es para nosotros dar por sen-
tadas estas bendiciones. Recu-
erdo la primera vez que recibi la
Eucaristia en la Misa después de
poder regresar en persona, por la
Gracia de Dios, y como lloré por
lo que parecia una eternidad. No
puedo comenzar a comprender
un mundo donde no tendriamos

a nuestro amado sacerdotes o no
podriamos recibir la Eucaristia.
iiiMe rompe el corazon!!!

Cuando retribuimos apoyando
nuestros ministerios a través de
Progreso: Campaia Catdlica para
los Ministerios, continuamos ase-
gurando el futuro de nuestra fe 'y
difundiendo las Buenas Nuevas
del Evangelio.

Al final de este aflo, por favor
ayudenos a apoyar a los mas
necesitados a través del ar-
duo trabajo y la dedicacion de
nuestros ministerios. jHaga una
donacion a Progreso hoy! Visita
www.2022progress.org

Nosotros en la Fundacion
Catolica les deseamos a ustedes y
a sus seres queridos un Santisimo
Adviento y una Feliz Navidad.
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The 2022 Mass Attendance Count

The Diocese of El Paso
conducts every year the Mass
attendance count in the month of
October to continue analyzing
the growth of El Paso catho-
lic community, this year the
diocesan Mass attendance count
was conducted in the weekends
of October 15-16 and October
22-23 at all parishes, monaster-
ies, seminaries and one campus
ministry including the West
Texas rural area.

All parishes forms and reports
has been received by the Catho-
lic Foundation for the Diocese of
El Paso in the Office of Steward-
ship, Karina Sandoval Enriquez,
Stewardship Coordinator reports

the following to the Catholic
community.

The Diocesan Mass atten-
dance count will continue to be
conducted every year to analyze
how to serve best the Catholic
community in El Paso, Texas.
The Catholic Foundation contin-
ues to invite the community back
to the Eucharist through outreach
and communications, for more
information about your parish
mass schedule, please visit the
Diocese of El Paso webpage at
www.elpasodiocese.org or if you
have any questions, please con-
tact Karina Sandoval Enriquez
at the Catholic Foundation at
915-872-8412.

El Recuento De La Asistencia A La
Misa De 2022

La Dibcesis de El Paso realiza
cada afio el conteo de asistencia a
misa en el mes de octubre para se-
guir analizando el crecimiento de
la comunidad catdlica de El Paso,
este afio el conteo diocesano de
asistencia a misa se realizo6 en los
fines de semana del 15y 16 de
octubre y del 22 y 23 de octubre
en todas las parroquias, monaste-
rios, seminarios y un ministerio
universitario incluyendo el area
rural del oeste de Texas.

Todos los formularios e in-
formes de las parroquias han sido
recibidos por la Fundacion Catoli-
ca de la Didcesis de El Paso en la
Oficina de Mayordomia, Karina
Sandoval Enriquez, Coordinadora
de Mayordomia informa lo sigui-

ente a la comunidad catolica.

El conteo de asistencia a las
misas de la Didcesis se seguira
realizando cada afio para analizar
coémo servir mejor a la comunidad
catolica de El Paso, Texas. La
Fundacién Catdlica contintia in-
vitando a la comunidad a regresar
a la Eucaristia a través de la di-
fusion y las comunicaciones, para
mas informacion sobre el horario
de las misas de su parroquia, por
favor visite la pdgina web de la
Didcesis de El Paso en www.el-
pasodiocese.org o si tiene alguna
pregunta, por favor contacte a
Karina Sandoval Enriquez en la
Fundacion Catdlica al 915-872-
8412.
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The 2022 Mass Attendance Count Report

These numbers were reported by parishes, monasteries, seminaries and one campus ministry including the West Texas rural area

Overall, 46,060 individuals attended Mass in the weekend
of October 15-16, 2022

* 18,227 individuals attended Mass in English

24,901 individuals attended Mass in Spanish

* 1,890 individuals attended Mass in Bilingual

* 567 individuals attended Mass in Other Languages
Overall, 47,632 individuals attended Mass in the weekend
of October 22-23, 2022

* 19,171 individuals attended Mass in English

* 25,869 individuals attended Mass in Spanish

* 1,526 individuals attended Mass in Bilingual

* 662 individuals attended Mass in Other Languages
On average, 46,846 individuals attended Mass in the
month of October of 2022 in the Diocese of El Paso

Online Mass Attendance
Overall, 1,935 individuals attended online Mass in the
weekend of October 15-16, 2022
* 1,142 individuals attended Mass in English
* 793 individuals attended Mass in Spanish
Overall, 1,643 individuals attended online Mass in the
weekend of October 22-23, 2022

* 985 individuals attended Mass in English

* 658 individuals attended Mass in Spanish
On average, 1,789 individuals attend Mass online in the
month of October of 2022 in the Diocese of El Paso

Televised Mass Attendance

(Reported by KVIA-TV for the Diocese of El Paso, please
note these numbers do not include how many people are
watching in each household. Estimate 3-4 people per house-
hold.)
Overall, 7,972 individuals attended Televised Mass in the
weekend of October 15-16, 2022

* 5,818 homes tuned in to Mass in in English on The CW

* 2,154 homes tuned in to Mass in Spanish on TVAzteca
Overall, 7,871 individuals attended Televised Mass in the
weekend of October 22-23, 2022

* 5,348 homes tuned in to Mass English in The CW

* 2,523 homes tuned in to Mass in Spanish on TVAzteca
On average, 7,922 individuals attended Televised Mass in
the month of October of 2022 in the Diocese of El Paso.

Informe Sobre El Recuento De La Asistencia A Las Misas De 2022

Estas estadisticas fueron comunicadas por parroquias, monasterios, seminarios y un ministerio universitario que incluye la
zona rural del oeste de Texas

En total, 46.060 personas asistieron a misa en el fin de
semana del 15y 16 de octubre de 2022

* 18.227 personas asistieron a la misa en inglés

*24.901 personas asistieron a misa en espanol

* 1.890 personas asistieron a la misa en bilingtie

* 567 personas asistieron a la misa en otros idiomas
En total, 47.632 personas asistieron a misa en el fin de
semana del 22-23 de octubre de 2022

*19.171 personas asistieron a la misa en inglés

*25.869 personas asistieron a la misa en espafiol

* 1.526 personas asistieron a la misa en bilingiie

* 662 personas asistieron a la misa en otros idiomas
En promedio, 46,846 personas asistieron a misa en el mes
de octubre de 2022 en la Didcesis de El Paso

Asistencia a la Misa en linea

En general, 1,935 personas asistieron a la misa en linea en
el fin de semana del 15y 16 de octubre de 2022

* 1,142 personas asistieron a la misa en inglés

* 793 personas asistieron a la misa en espafiol
En general, 1,643 personas asistieron a la misa en linea en
el fin de semana del 22-23 de octubre de 2022

* 985 personas asistieron a la misa en inglés

* 658 personas asistieron a la misa en espafiol

En promedio, 1,789 individuos asistieron a Misa en linea
en el mes de octubre de 2022 en la Didcesis de El Paso

Asistencia a la misa televisada
(Reportado por KVIA-TV para la Diocesis de El Paso, por
favor note que estos nimeros no incluyen cuantas personas
estan viendo en cada hogar. Se estima que hay entre 3 y 4
personas por hogar).
En general, 7,972 personas asistieron a la misa televisada
en el fin de semana del 15-16 de octubre de 2022
* 5.818 hogares sintonizaron la misa en inglés en The CW
* 2.154 hogares sintonizaron la misa en espaol en TVAz-
teca
En total, 7.871 personas asistieron a la Misa televisada en
el fin de semana del 22-23 de octubre de 2022
* 5,348 hogares sintonizaron la Misa en inglés en The CW
¢ 2.523 hogares sintonizaron la Misa en espaiiol en TVAz-
teca
En promedio, 7,922 personas asistieron a la Misa televisa-
da en el mes de octubre de 2022 en la Di6cesis de El Paso.

Thank you for your kindness and love!
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CATHOLIC IRELAND
May 16 - 27, 2023 (12 Days)
Knock Shrine - Cliffs of Moher - Daily Mass
Ring of Kerry - Blarney Castle - and More!
$4,199 from El Paso (INCLUDES AIR)
Based on Double Occupancy

Jr. Mariano Lopez
San Antonio de Padua Parish

MARIAN SHRINES
Oct. 23 - Nov. 3, 2023 (12 Days)

BARCELONA-LOURDES-FATIMA-LISBON
and MORE!
$4,299 from El Paso (INCLUDES AIR)
Based on Double Occupancy

Father Allan Alaka - Queen of Peace
CENTRAL EUROPE PILGRIMAGE
April 19 - 29, 2023 (11 Days)
Switzerland/Germany/Austria/Czech Republic
$4,999 Including Air from El Paso
Based on Double Occupancy
MUNICH - INNSBRUCK - LUCERNE

SALZBURG - MELK ABBEY - PRAGUE
& MORE!

Fr. Nathan Mamo

ROME & SOUTHERN ITALY
April 16 - 26, 2023 (11 Days)
Rome: Audience With The Holy Father
Catacombs, Vatican Museum, Sistine Chapel
Sorrento, Amalfi Coast, Pompedii, Isle of Capri
St. Padre Pio’s Tomb, & So Much More
Price from El Paso $4,999 Including Air

Based on Double Occupancy

Fr. Ben Flores - Mother Cabrini

NORTHERN LIGHTS CRUISE

Bucket List Adventure
(Not a Pilgrimage)
London to Reykjavik
England - Brussels - Netherlands - Norway - Iceland|

Sept. 14 - 26, 2024 (13 Days)
From $2 177 Per Person

ALL of our Catholic Pllgrlmages Include Round Trip Air From El Paso,

Breakfast & Dinners per Itinerary, Professional Guide and Driver, Hotel Accommodations and More!

Discover The Holy Land - 8 Day Pilgrimage

October 19 - 26, 2023

JERUSALEM - BETHLEHEM - MT. TABOR - CANA - HOLY SEPULCHER | & & =
Renew your Marriage at Cana - Renew your Baptism in the Jordan River [i "% § =
And so much more! ¥

Price not available at the time of printing. Call for more information.

S ENCHANTED RHINE RIVER
AUGUST 24 - 31, 2023

= GERMANY-NETHERLANDS-FRANCE-SWITZERLAND
| The Perfect Introduction to River Cruising!
Starting at $2,999* per person

COMING SOON!

Pilgrimages to:

MEDJUGORJE - DUBROVNIK & SPLIT, CROATIA

SPRING 2024
Interested? Let me know and you will be the

first to receive information and details.

Vietnam - Cambodia

& Mekong River Cruise
Land Tour and River Cruise (16 Days)

JAN. 21 - FEB. 7, 2024

Starting at $4,748* per person
Very Limited Space

COMING SOON!

Ocean Cruises
Ft. Lauderdale to Los Angeles
Panama Canal Cruise - March 6 - 21, 2024 - From $1,389
Interested? Let me know and you will be the
first to receive information and details.

EGYPT & THE NILE RIVER
JANUARY 2025

Experience Eqgypt by Land and Water!
DETAILS COMING SOON!

CONTACT US TO BE PLACED ON NOTIFICATION LIST

COMING SOON!
Cultural Land Tours

Ireland & Scotland w/Military Tattoo - August 2024 (MAX People 28)
Machu Picchu & Galapagos Islands - 2025 (MAX People 16)
Interested? Let me know and you will be the

first to receive information and details.

*Subject to change due to availability at time of booking.

Travel wiss Kerry

12653 Tierra Alzada Dr. El Paso, Texas 79938
915-591-4246 (Talk/Text) Kerry@Travel\WWK.com

Is your parish considering organizing
a pilgrimage but not sure where
to begin? Call, text or email Kerry
for a no obligation proposal.




