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Make Your Donation Today!
¡haga Su Donación Hoy!
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By Tina Edwards-Milam, 
Annual Appeal Director 

When I think about the Prog-
ress Annual Ministry Appeal, 
my heart truly overfl ows with 
gratitude. For me, this appeal is 
not just about raising funds—it 
is a refl ection of our faith, our 
unity, and our deep calling to 
live out the Gospel together as 
one Body in Christ. Every year, 
I am reminded that through this 
appeal, we are not simply giving 
dollars—we are giving hope, 
extending mercy, and building 
God’s kingdom right here in our 
Diocese of El Paso.

The appeal touches every 
corner of our diocesan life. 
From supporting the formation 
of our seminarians and deacons, 
to strengthening our Catholic 
schools, to caring for the most 
vulnerable through vital min-
istries like Tepeyac Institute 
and Catholic Counseling, the 
Progress Annual Ministry Appeal 
ensures that the love of Christ 
is made real and tangible. Each 
ministry represents a heartbeat 
of our Church, and together, they 
form the body that sustains our 
faith community.

On a personal level, this appeal 
means so much to me because I 

have seen the fruits with my own 
eyes. I have witnessed semi-
narians grow into holy priests 
who now shepherd our parishes 
with love and dedication. I have 
seen families fi nd healing and 
strength through counseling, 
and I have seen young people be 
nurtured and formed in their faith 
through religious education and 
retreats. These are not abstract 
ideas; these are real lives being 
touched—our brothers and sis-
ters, our children and grandchil-
dren, our neighbors and friends.

When I look at the long list 
of ministries supported by the 
appeal, I see more than pro-
grams. I see miracles in motion. I 
see God’s hand guiding us to lift 
each other up. And I know, with-
out a doubt, that none of it would 
be possible without the generos-
ity of so many faithful donors—
many of whom have given for 5, 
10, 15, 20, even 25+ years. Their 
unwavering commitment inspires 
me deeply. It reminds me that 
stewardship is not a one-time act, 
but truly a way of life.

I also know, deep within my 
heart, that the Lord called me 
with a purpose. He continues to 
inspire me daily, and I pray that I 
am making Him proud. My con-
stant prayer is that it be He, not I, 

who radiates through my words, 
my actions, and my service. 
That every effort I make for this 
appeal, and for the Church I love, 
is truly guided by His Spirit. Be-
cause when Christ shines through 
us, our giving becomes more 
than generosity—it becomes 
an act of love that points others 
back to Him.

As I refl ect on this calling, I 
also can’t help but think about 
how, come January, I will cele-
brate my 5-year anniversary at 

the Catholic Foundation. I can 
hardly believe how quickly the 
time has fl own. They say when 
you love what you do, you never 
work a day in your life—and that 
could not be more true for me. 
Serving through this mission has 
been one of the greatest blessings 
of my life.

The truth is, we all have 
the ability to make an impact. 
Whether it’s $10, $20, or a larger 
gift, every offering becomes part 
of something far greater than 

ourselves. When combined with 
the sacrifi ces of others, it trans-
forms into a powerful witness of 
faith and love. Jesus tells us that 
when we give, it will be given 
back to us, pressed down and 
overfl owing. I believe that with 
all my heart.

Through the Progress Annual 
Ministry Appeal, we are ensuring 
that our Church remains strong—
not just today, but for genera-
tions to come. We are planting 
seeds of faith that our children 
and grandchildren will one day 
harvest. And in doing so, we are 
living out those beautiful words: 
“Jesus, I trust in You.”

I invite you to join me once 
again before the year ends. Put 
your faith into action. Be part of 
this shared mission. Together, 
with God’s grace, we can reach 
our goals, strengthen our minis-
tries, and bring Christ’s love to 
every soul in our Diocese.

Because when we give to 
the Progress Annual Ministry 
Appeal, we are not just building 
programs—we are Building His 
Kingdom, Together. To learn 
more, be inspired, and make your 
gift today, please visit 2025prog-
ress.org.

Por Tina Edwards-Milam, 
Directora de la Campaña Anual

Cuando pienso en la Cam-
paña Anual para los Ministerios, 
Progreso, mi corazón verdader-
amente se desborda de gratitud. 
Para mí, esta campaña no se trata 
solo de recaudar fondos: es un 
refl ejo de nuestra fe, nuestra uni-
dad y nuestro profundo llamado 
a vivir el Evangelio juntos como 
un solo Cuerpo en Cristo. Cada 
año, recuerdo que a través de esta 
campaña que no estamos simple-
mente dando dólares—estamos 
dando esperanza, extendiendo 
misericordia y construyendo el 
Reino de Dios aquí mismo en 
nuestra Diócesis de El Paso.

Progreso toca cada rincón de la 
vida diocesana. Desde apoyar la 
formación de nuestros seminar-
istas y diáconos, hasta fortalecer 
nuestras escuelas católicas, y 
cuidar de los más vulnerables 
a través de ministerios vitales 
como el Instituto Tepeyac y la 
Consejería Católica, la Campaña 

Anual asegura que el amor de 
Cristo se haga real y tangible. 
Cada ministerio representa un 
latido de nuestra Iglesia y, juntos, 
forman el cuerpo que sostiene a 
nuestra comunidad de fe.

En lo personal, esta campaña 
signifi ca tanto para mí porque he 
visto sus frutos con mis propios 
ojos. He sido testigo de cómo los 
seminaristas crecen y se con-
vierten en santos sacerdotes que 
ahora pastorean nuestras parro-
quias con amor y dedicación. 
He visto familias encontrar 
sanación y fortaleza a través 
de la consejería, y he visto a 
jóvenes ser formados y nutridos 
en su fe a través de la educación 
religiosa y los retiros. Estas no 
son ideas abstractas; son vidas 
reales siendo tocadas—nuestros 
hermanos y hermanas, nuestros 
hijos y nietos, nuestros vecinos y 
amigos.

Cuando miro la larga lista de 
ministerios apoyados por Pro-
greso, veo más que programas. 
Veo milagros en movimiento. 

Veo la mano de Dios guiándonos 
a levantarnos mutuamente. Y 
sé, sin duda alguna, que nada de 
esto sería posible sin la generos-
idad de tantos donantes fi eles—
muchos de los cuales han dado 
durante 5, 10, 15, 20 e incluso 
más de 25 años. Su compromiso 
inquebrantable me inspira pro-
fundamente. Me recuerda que la 
corresponsabilidad no es un acto 
de una sola vez, sino verdadera-
mente un estilo de vida.

También sé, muy dentro de mi 
corazón, que el Señor me llamó 
con un propósito. Él continúa in-
spirándome cada día, y oro para 
estar haciéndolo sentir orgulloso. 
Mi oración constante es que sea 
Él, y no yo, quien brille a través 
de mis palabras, mis acciones y 
mi servicio. Que cada esfuerzo 
que hago por esta campaña y por 
la Iglesia que amo, esté verdader-
amente guiado por Su Espíritu. 
Porque cuando Cristo brilla a 
través de nosotros, nuestra ofren-
da se convierte en algo más que 
generosidad—se convierte en un 

acto de amor que lleva a otros de 
regreso a Él.

Al refl exionar sobre este 
llamado, tampoco puedo evitar 
pensar que en enero celebraré mi 
5º aniversario en la Fundación 
Católica. Apenas puedo creer lo 
rápido que ha pasado el tiempo. 
Dicen que cuando amas lo que 
haces, nunca trabajas un solo día 
en tu vida—y eso no podría ser 
más cierto para mí. Servir en esta 
misión ha sido una de las más 
grandes bendiciones de mi vida.

La verdad es que todos 
tenemos la capacidad de hacer 
un impacto. Ya sea $10, $20 o 
una ofrenda más grande, cada 
donación se convierte en parte 
de algo mucho más grande que 
nosotros mismos. Cuando se une 
al sacrifi cio de otros, se transfor-
ma en un poderoso testimonio 
de fe y amor. Jesús nos dice que 
cuando damos, se nos dará de 
vuelta, apretado y rebosante. Yo 
lo creo con todo mi corazón.

A través de la Campaña Anual 
para los Ministerios, Progreso, 

nos aseguramos de que nuestra 
Iglesia permanezca fuerte—no 
solo hoy, sino para las gener-
aciones venideras. Estamos 
sembrando semillas de fe que 
nuestros hijos y nietos un día co-
secharán. Y al hacerlo, estamos 
viviendo esas hermosas palabras: 
“Jesús, en Ti confío.”

Te invito a unirte conmigo una 
vez más antes de que termine 
el año. Pon tu fe en acción. Sé 
parte de esta misión compartida. 
Juntos, con la gracia de Dios, po-
demos alcanzar nuestras metas, 
fortalecer nuestros ministerios y 
llevar el amor de Cristo a cada 
alma en nuestra Diócesis.

Porque cuando damos a la 
Campaña Anual para los Minis-
terios, Progreso, no solo estamos 
construyendo programas—esta-
mos Edifi cando Su Reino, Jun-
tos. Para aprender más, inspirarte 
y hacer tu donación hoy, por 
favor visita 2025progress.org.

Cinco Años de Servicio, Una Vida de Bendiciones

Five Years of Service, A Lifetime of Blessings
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Adopt-A-Student
at Most Holy Trinity Catholic School
Though Most Holy Trinity Catholic School in Northeast El Paso offers the most affordable 

Catholic education in the diocese, many families still require financial assistance. 
With your generous support, you can help ensure that a quality, Catholic education 

is available to any family, regardless of their economic means.
Donations are accepted at all levels, 

with one-time, monthly, or annual payment arrangements available.

For more information or to donate,
contact Ms. Patsy Flores, Principal

(915) 751-2566 or pflores@mhtcrusaders.org

On behalf of all our students, thank you! We are praying for you and your family!

The Catholic Foundation for 
the Diocese of El Paso is inviting 
the community to raise a glass 
and enjoy a meal with our clergy 
for a worthy cause during Octo-
ber’s Clergy Appreciation Month 
at its upcoming Patties and Pints 
for Priests fundraising event. 
The event, which supports the 
vital Retired Priests Appreciation 
Fund, will take place on El Paso 
Giving Day - Thursday, October 
16, 2025, at 5:00 PM at Dead-
beach Brewery, located at 3200 
Durazno in El Paso.

The Patties and Pints event is 
a fun and meaningful way for the 
faithful to invite and give back 
to the priests who have dedicated 
their lives to serving the Catholic 
community. The Retired Priests 
Appreciation Fund provides sup-
plemental income and assistance 
to diocesan priests in their retire-
ment, ensuring they can live with 
dignity and peace after decades 
of service.

The Catholic Foundation’s 
goal is to build the Retired Priest 
Appreciation Fund to $5 million, 
which will provide much-needed 
fi nancial supplement to retired 
priests, many of whom continue 
to serve parishioners well into 
their later years. As the number 
of priests reaching retirement 
age increases, the need for this 
fund becomes even more critical. 
There are currently 12 retired 
priests of the Diocese of El Paso 
and several others serving the El 
Paso community through various 
Religious orders. 

Attendees will enjoy delicious 
patties and refreshing pints from 
Deadbeach Brewery, all while 

connecting with fellow commu-
nity members and showing their 
gratitude for the spiritual fathers 
who have guided and cared for 
them. The event promises an 
evening of fellowship, food, and 
fun, with all proceeds directly 
benefi ting the men who have 
given so much to the Diocese.

“Our retired priests have been 
a constant source of spiritual 

guidance, comfort, and wisdom 
for our community,” said Linda 
Caro, Chief Operating Offi cer of 
the Catholic Foundation. “Patties 
and Pints for Priests is our way 
of honoring their lifelong com-
mitment and ensuring they are 
cared for in their retirement. We 
encourage everyone to come out 
and show their appreciation for 
these dedicated servants of God.”

For more information on the 
event, or to purchase a ticket 
which includes a burger, fries 
and a pint of beer or root beer, 
please visit the Catholic Founda-
tion for the Diocese of El Paso’s 
website at catholicfoundatio-
nelpaso.org/events or call (915) 
872-8412.

The Catholic Foundation is 
a non-profi t organization that 

provides support for the parishes, 
schools, and ministries of the 
Diocese of El Paso. Through en-
dowments, planned giving, and 
events like Patties and Pints for 
Priests, the Catholic Foundation 
works to secure a strong and vi-
brant future for the local Catholic 
community.

By Karina Sandoval
Stewardship Coordinator

The Diocese of El Paso will 
conduct its annual Mass atten-
dance count during the weekends 
of October 11–12 and October 
18–19, 2025. This effort will take 
place at all parishes, missions, 
seminaries, monasteries and at 
the UTEP’s campus ministry. 

The annual count is an import-
ant tool that helps the Diocese 
understand parish participation 
across West Texas. By gather-
ing this information, Clergy, 
religious and diocesan leaders 

can identify trends in Catholic 
life, plan for pastoral needs, and 
ensure that resources are directed 
where they are most needed. This 
includes staffi ng, new ministries, 
facility planning, and support 
for communities experiencing 
growth or decline.

The Catholic Foundation for 
the Diocese of El Paso coordi-
nates the annual Mass attendance 
count by asking all parishes, 
missions, seminaries, monaster-
ies and UTEP’s Campus Ministry 
to ensure accuracy by counting 
attendees at all scheduled week-
end Masses. The count captures 

everyone present children, youth, 
adults, including clergy and altar 
servers. Data will be compiled 
and forwarded to the Catholic 
Foundation where Karina San-
doval, Stewardship Coordinator 
will inform the Diocese of El 
Paso the results. Results will be 
shared in the December issue of 
the Rio Grande Catholic News-
paper and will be available on 
the Catholic Foundation website 
and social media. 

=Parishioners are encouraged 
to attend Mass as usual on these 
weekends and to make them-
selves counted. At the same 

time, the Catholic Foundation is 
extending a special invitation to 
those who may not have attended 
Mass in a while. Whether the 
reason is busy schedules, feelings 
of disconnection, or past hurts, 
the message from Pope Leo XIV 
is clear: “We are called to tear 
down the walls that keep anyone 
out.” For Mass schedule in the 
Diocese of El Paso parishes 
please visit dioceseofelpaso.org

The Diocese is grateful to all 
clergy, parish staff, and vol-
unteers who will assist in the 
count. Their dedication ensures 
that the Church continues to 

grow as a welcoming commu-
nity of faith. The results of the 
2025 Mass count will serve as a 
foundation for building stronger 
parishes, deepening discipleship, 
and strengthening the Church’s 
mission across the Diocese of El 
Paso.

For more information about 
the Mass attendance count please 
contact Karina Sandoval, Stew-
ardship Coordinator at ksando-
val@catholicfoundationelpaso.
org or at 915-872-8412 

Catholic Foundation to Host “Patties and Pints for Priests”

Diocese of El Paso to Conduct 2025 Mass Attendance Count
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OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL CEMETERY

The only Catholic cemetery in the El Paso area was established to serve the 
needs of our Catholic Community in their time of mourning and need. We help 
guide our families with end-of-life arrangements with pastoral care during your 
time of greatest need.
Facilities and Services include an intimate chapel for on-site services, a place for 
the interment of cremated remains in our columbarium or the chapel, and we 
also o� er traditional in-ground burials or in our mausoleum.
Mt. Carmel’s peaceful grounds are maintained by environmentally responsible 
reclaimed water. 

401 S. Zaragoza Road • (915) 860-0606
https://www.elpasodiocese.org/our-lady-of-mt-carmel-cemetery.html • mtcarmel@mtcarmelelp.org


