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OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL CEMETERY
The only Catholic cemetery in the El Paso area was established to serve the 
needs of our Catholic Community in their time of mourning and need. We help 
guide our families with end-of-life arrangements with pastoral care during your 
time of greatest need.

Facilities and Services include an intimate chapel for on-site services, a place for 
the interment of cremated remains in our columbarium or the chapel, and we 
also o� er traditional in-ground burials or in our mausoleum.

Mt. Carmel’s peaceful grounds are maintained by environmentally responsible 
reclaimed water. 

401 S. Zaragoza Road • (915) 860-0606
https://www.elpasodiocese.org/our-lady-of-mt-carmel-cemetery.html • mtcarmel@mtcarmelelp.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, FATHER!
Fr. Jose DelaCruz Longoria, MNM May 3
Fr. Flavio Alberto Hernandez, OFM May 7
Fr. Miguel Alcuino May 8
Fr. Jose Alfredo Ramirez, OFM May 10
Fr. Miguel Perez May 11
Msgr. Arturo Bañuelas May 12
Fr. James M. Coindreau May 16

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY
Fr. Ronald Sibugan, AA May 2, 2015
Fr. Miguel Alcuino May 4, 1979
Fr. Federico Franco, OSM May 4, 1989
Fr. Hector Chicas, OP May 11, 1996
Fr. Fulgencio Mayorga May 16, 1998
Bishop Mark Seitz (Priestly Ordination) May 17, 1980
Fr. Miguel Briseno, OFM Conv. May 19, 1990
Fr. Kevin O’Neill, FSSP May 19, 2012
Fr. Kenneth J. Moody, MM May 23, 1970
Fr. Donald J. Adamski, OFM Conv. May 24, 1975
Fr. Michael L. Lewis May 24, 2019
Fr. Miguel Perez May 24, 2019
Fr. Edward Carpenter, Jr. May 25, 1995
Fr. Jose De La Cruz Longoria, MNM May 26, 1996

Fr. Cong Chi Vo May 26, 2017
Fr. Francisco “Frank” Hernandez May 27, 2016
Fr. Sergio Legarreta May 27, 2022
Fr. Jose William Aravelo May 27, 2022
Fr. Edroud Jean May 27, 2022
Fr. Asrty Deraly May 27, 2022
Fr. Joseph Dalimata, FSSP May 28, 2021
Fr. Benjamin Flores-Ruiz May 29, 1993
Fr. Frank R. Lopez May 29, 1993
Fr. Ralph Solis, Jr. May 29, 1993
Fr. Carl Quebedeaux, CMF May 29, 1982
Fr. John Telles May 31, 1975

Fr. John Paul Madanu May 16
Fr. Sam Rosales, SJ May 19
Fr. Ralph Solis, Jr. May 21
Fr. Antonio Mena May 24
Fr. Tobias M. Macias, OSM May 28
Fr. Ivan Montelongo May 28

Canonical Perspective on the Civil Incorporation 
of Parishes and Its Inherent Advantages

Perspectiva Canónica Sobre La Incorporación Civil De 
Las Parroquias Y Sus Ventajas Inherentes

By Fr. Cong Vo, JCL
Adjutant Judicial Vicar 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Filled 
with the joy of the Resurrection, 
we look forward to the upcoming 
civil incorporation of parishes 
within our beloved Diocese of El 
Paso.

The 1911 Vatican Directive 
concerning the administration 
of church property in the United 
States Cum recta gubernatio 
(“with right governance”) intro-
duced the Church’s fi rst formal 
approach to parish incorporation, 
indicating that the parish corpo-
ration model was the preferred 
method for holding church prop-
erty. Its principles shaped the 
1917 and 1983 Codes of Canon 

Law, which reinforced hierar-
chical governance and required 
civil structures to refl ect ecclesial 
authority and Canon Law.

The Codex Iuris Canonici 
(Code of Canon Law) of 1983 
clearly articulates that parishes 
are endowed with juridic per-
sonality (cf. c. 515 §3), thereby 
granting them the capacity to 
acquire, retain, administer, and 
alienate temporal goods (c. 1254 
§ 1). Notwithstanding this ca-
nonical recognition, such juridic 
personality does not automatical-
ly confer civil legal standing. As 
such, civil incorporation emerges 
as a prudent and often essential 
mechanism for ensuring that a 
parish can operate competently 
and securely within the civil 

domain. Foremost among the ad-
vantages of civil incorporation is 
the attainment of legal distinction 
and protection. Through incor-
poration, a parish acquires the 
status of a separate legal entity 
which refl ects its juridic person-
ality in church law.

Additionally, civil incorpo-
ration facilitates the prudent 
stewardship of ecclesiastical tem-
poral goods. It enables parishes 
administer their own employ-
ees under the leadership of the 
pastor, to obtain tax identifi cation 
numbers, and to access fi nancial 
services that presuppose civil le-
gal status. In numerous dioceses, 
incorporation is also instrumental 
in promoting fi scal transparency 
and institutional accountabili-

ty, as incorporated entities are 
frequently subject to established 
regulatory frameworks and gov-
ernance protocols.

Signifi cantly, the adoption 
of civil incorporation does not 
encroach upon or compromise 
ecclesiastical authority. Rather, it 
reinforces the Church’s hierarchi-
cal constitution by allowing for 
incorporation models—such as 
the corporation sole or religious 
corporation—that preserve the 
canonical prerogatives of ecclesi-
astical superiors. These juridical 
structures are designed to respect 
and uphold the Church’s inter-
nal governance while ensuring 
conformity with the requirements 
of civil law.

In sum, civil incorporation of 
parishes serves as a structurally 
sound and canonically coherent 
instrument that affords numer-
ous legal and administrative 
advantages. It enables parishes to 
navigate the complexities of civil 
society with confi dence, all while 
remaining fi rmly rooted in their 
ecclesial identity and mission.

“Each of us shall give an ac-
count of ourselves to God.”

— Romans 14:12

Por P. Cong Vo, JCL
Vicario Judicial Adjutonto 

Aleluya! ¡Cristo ha resucitado! 
Llenos de la alegría de la Resur-
rección, esperamos con ilusión la 
próxima incorporación civil de 
las parroquias de nuestra querida 
diócesis de El Paso.

La Directiva del Vaticano de 
1911 sobre la administración 
de los bienes eclesiásticos en 
los Estados Unidos, Cum recta 
gubernatio («con recto gobier-
no»), introdujo el primer enfoque 
formal de la Iglesia sobre la 
incorporación de las parroquias, 
indicando que el modelo de 
corporación parroquial era el 
método preferido para la tenencia 
de los bienes eclesiásticos. Sus 
principios dieron forma a los 

Códigos de Derecho Canónico de 
1917 y 1983, que reforzaron el 
gobierno jerárquico y exigieron 
que las estructuras civiles refl eja-
ran la autoridad eclesiástica y el 
Derecho Canónico.

El Codex Iuris Canonici (Códi-
go de Derecho Canónico) de 
1983 articula claramente que las 
parroquias están dotadas de per-
sonalidad jurídica (cf. c. 515 §3), 
lo que les confi ere la capacidad 
de adquirir, conservar, adminis-
trar y enajenar bienes temporales 
(c. 1254 § 1). A pesar de este 
reconocimiento canónico, dicha 
personalidad jurídica no confi ere 
automáticamente personalidad 
jurídica civil. Por lo tanto, la in-
corporación civil surge como un 
mecanismo prudente y, a menu-
do, esencial para garantizar que 

una parroquia pueda funcionar de 
manera competente y segura en 
el ámbito civil. La principal ven-
taja de la incorporación civil es 
la obtención de la distinción y la 
protección jurídicas. A través de 
la incorporación, una parroquia 
adquiere la condición de entidad 
jurídica independiente, lo que 
refl eja su personalidad jurídica 
en el derecho canónico.

Además, la incorporación civil 
facilita la administración pru-
dente de los bienes temporales 
eclesiásticos. Permite a las par-
roquias administrar a sus propios 
empleados bajo la dirección del 
párroco, obtener números de 
identifi cación fi scal y acced-
er a servicios fi nancieros que 
presuponen la condición jurídica 
civil. En numerosas diócesis, 

la incorporación también es 
fundamental para promover la 
transparencia fi scal y la rendición 
de cuentas institucional, ya que 
las entidades incorporadas suelen 
estar sujetas a marcos normati-
vos y protocolos de gobernanza 
establecidos.

Es importante destacar que 
la adopción de la constitución 
civil no invade ni compromete la 
autoridad eclesiástica. Más bien, 
refuerza la constitución jerárqui-
ca de la Iglesia al permitir 
modelos de constitución —como 
la corporación única o la corpo-
ración religiosa— que preservan 
las prerrogativas canónicas de 
los superiores eclesiásticos. 
Estas estructuras jurídicas están 
diseñadas para respetar y de-

fender el gobierno interno de la 
Iglesia, al tiempo que garantizan 
el cumplimiento de los requisitos 
del derecho civil.

En resumen, la incorporación 
civil de las parroquias constituye 
un instrumento estructuralmente 
sólido y canónicamente co-
herente que ofrece numerosas 
ventajas jurídicas y administra-
tivas. Permite a las parroquias 
navegar con confi anza por las 
complejidades de la sociedad 
civil, sin dejar de estar fi rme-
mente arraigadas en su identidad 
y misión eclesiales.

«Cada uno de nosotros dará 
cuenta de sí mismo a Dios».

— Romanos 14:12
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In the United States, there are 
roughly 30 million practitioners 
of yoga, alongside an expanding 
industry providing yoga-related 
products and services, classes, 
workshops and equipment. But 
many Christians ask whether 
Christians should be practicing 
yoga. Are there any spiritual 
issues raised by the practice?

The concerns regarding yoga 
largely revolve around wheth-
er one has a partial or a full 
understanding of what yoga is. A 
partial understanding of yoga is 
likely to support the notion that 
yoga is merely a physical postur-
ing and stretching regimen with 
deep breathing intended to re-
lieve anxiety and stress. A fuller 
understanding of yoga, however, 
recognizes that it is a spirituality, 
extending beyond mere exercises 
to certain aspects of Eastern spir-
ituality ranging from meditation, 
to mantras, to physical posturing 
and symbolic hand gestures 
designed to “awaken the power 
of the divine,” where “divine” is 
often construed and pursued in a 
self-referential way.

Yoga is a philosophical and 
spiritual practice developed in 
India and has its roots in Hindu-
ism. It is often associated with 
Eastern spirituality, even if it 
is not always practiced in an 
explicitly religious way.

Certain yoga traditions still re-
tain strongly spiritual or religious 
components. Some yoga teachers 
or studios, additionally, may in-
corporate elements of Hinduism 
or other Eastern spiritual tradi-
tions into their practice, which 
can make it difficult to separate 
yoga from religion.

Dave Fetcho, formerly of the 
Ananda Marga Yoga Society, has 
argued, “Physical yoga, accord-
ing to its classical definitions, is 
inheritably and functionally in-
capable of being separated from 
Eastern religious metaphysics.”

It is precisely those metaphysi-
cal and spiritual beliefs that raise 
concerns for faithful Christians. 
The Christian faith differs in 
fundamental ways from Eastern 
religious beliefs; ultimately, the 
two perspectives make highly 
divergent claims about the nature 
of God, the human person, their 
relationship, and the person’s 
ultimate destiny. 

One example involves the 
notion of “kundalini.” Yoga 
scholar Hans Rieker declares, 
“Kundalini [is] the mainstay of 
all yoga practices.” Researcher 
John White describes a prob-
lematic “elevation” of man and 
an intense focus on man himself 

through the kundalini experience, 
which he describes as something 
akin to “divinizing” a person: 
“The word itself may not ap-
pear…but the concept is there…
as a key to attaining godlike 
stature.” 

A popular image of kundalini 
is of a serpent slithering as divine 
energy from the lower regions of 
the spine through all the subtle 
body centers and making its way 
to the crown. This Kundalini 
energy is portrayed as an awak-
ening of a dormant spirit, said to 
be coiled at the base of the spine 
waiting to be released through 
yoga.

Swami Vivekananda summa-
rizes the experience of kundalini 
as follows: “When awakened 
through the practice of spiritual 
disciplines, it rises through the 
spinal column, passes through 
the various centers, and at last 
reaches the brain, whereupon 
the yogi experiences samadhi, or 
total absorption in the Godhead.” 

In describing this kundalini 
awakening of the coiled snake 
energy in himself, Gopi Krishna 
writes: “It was variable for many 
years, painful, obsessive…. I 
have passed through almost all 
the stages of…mediumistic, psy-
chotic, and other types of mind; 
for some time I was hovering 
between sanity and insanity.” 

For Christians this may call 
to mind the biblical and cunning 
serpent who flattered our first 
parents by assuring them that 

through their disobedience they 
would “be like God” (Gen 3:5). 
The pursuit of kundalini through 
yoga can be mentally and 
spiritually dangerous, as these 
practices induce altered states 
of consciousness that can render 
practitioners more susceptible or 
available to demonic deception.

Approaching the question from 
another angle, the meditative 
dimensions of yoga also do not 
appear to be compatible with 
authentic Christian belief and 
prayer, which is a personal, com-
munitarian, and transcendent, 
seeking of the person of Christ. 

Yoga embodies an impersonal 
approach which concentrates on 
the interior self. For example, 
a common mantra repeated in 
yoga is “So’ham.” which roughly 
translates, “I am the univer-
sal self.”  As noted in a 1989 
Vatican Letter To The Bishops 
of The Catholic Church on Some 
Aspects of Christian Meditation, 
there is the risk that such forms 
of meditation “can create a kind 
of rut, imprisoning the person 
in a spiritual privatism” that 
excludes or locks out any real 
openness to the transcendent 
God.

Catholics ought to avoid yoga 
because of these many significant 
spiritual concerns. Yet some say 
that yoga helps them physical-
ly and psychologically. Jenny 
Dubay, a fitness professional and 
former avid yoga practitioner, 
has pointed out how we can get 

the benefits  of yoga-like physi-
cal activity without the risks or 
harms. 

“Catholics,” she said, “can 
and should stretch their bod-
ies. There are many stretching 
techniques and movements that 
help enhance flexibility, release 
muscle tension after an intense 
workout, and promote relaxation. 
There’s no need to engage in a 
yoga practice in order to gain 
these benefits.”

Among the alternatives to yoga 
are ballet, water ballet, simple 
stretching, Pilates, Barre classes 
(which uses modified ballet and 
Pilates movements), or low-im-
pact or water aerobics, as well as 
newer approaches which rely on 
explicitly Christian spiritual an-
gles, such as PrayerMotion (de-
veloped by a Catholic Physician 
who claims its roots come from 
Benedictine monastic practices), 
PraiseMoves, Pietra Fitness, 
SoulCore, and Catholic Fit.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, 
Ph.D. earned his doctorate in 
neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. 
He is a priest of the diocese of 
Fall River, MA, and serves as 
Senior Ethicist at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcen-
ter.org and www.fathertad.com.

Clickity clink, clickity clink 
whispers filled the room with 
promise. Fabric inched along to 
be met with the needle sinking 
into the layers and moving to 
the next stitch in a long row of 
stitches. The faint whispering 
continued until the subtle clinks 
and swishing harmonized with 
the beats of my heart.

Tears threatened to sneak out 
of my glistening eyes as I paused 
to adjust the fabric, stroking it 
with my fingers and memories 
stored in my heart. It would be 
perfect, no matter how many 
mistakes I would inevitably 
make; it would be perfect.

Our precious granddaughter, 
Sofie Marie, was turning three 
years old after a long and stress-
ful medical battle. She still has 
a long way to go, but we were 
celebrating her birthday as well 
as the miracles and blessings 
from God, and the many prayers 
from our amazing army of prayer 
angels. I wanted to give our 

sweet granddaughter a special 
gift made with my limited talents 
and the unlimited love in my 
heart.

I had searched for ideas and 
shopped for fabric, but noth-
ing seemed quite right. Then I 
thought to look in my own stash 
of fabric and was surprised to 
discover some with teddy bears 
playing amid alphabet letters. 
Memories flooded my mind and 
my heart. Over thirty years ago, 
I had cut out these same alphabet 
blocks with the adorable teddy 
bears to sew onto curtains for my 
young son’s bedroom. Although I 
had forgotten that I had, ap-
parently, bought extra fabric, I 
definitely remembered how my 
little boy, his older sister and I 
had made a game of pointing out 
the bears and what they were do-
ing in each block. This would be 
perfect for my now-grown son’s 
little daughter. I would wrap her 
in the love of both her grandma 
and her daddy!

First, I had to consult my 
favorite expert. My daughter had 
never been interested in learn-
ing to sew but had later taught 
herself and had become quite the 
talented quilter. As a lovely, inde-
pendent woman, she has blessed 
many families with her marvel-
ous quilts, wrapping her friends’ 
children in the warmth and love 
of stitched gifts from her heart. 
She has become a second mother 

to some of those children, even 
becoming the designated cub 
scout parent and camping partner 
navigating hammocks on ships 
and roasting s’mores in the rain. 
She is the fun aunt who will get 
down on the floor to play with 
trucks or build block towers, and 
who will laugh right along with 
the kids when they knock down 
their hard-built creations. But 
it was her quilt-making exper-
tise that I sought because her 
quilts testified to her love for the 
recipient as well as talent with a 
sewing machine. The beautiful 
quilts she has sewn for both Sofie 
Marie and Sofie’s baby brother 
highlighted her love for them.

When my children were 
young, I enjoyed making a few 
dresses and shirts for them. It 
warmed my heart that they even 
remembered some of those 
outfits when they became adults. 
However, I had never sewn any-
thing as big as a quilt that would 
fit the “big girl” bed our grand-
daughter was transitioning into. 

Thus, a few calls to my fa-
vorite expert. Her advice? “Sew 
with the love you have always 
shown, Mama. She will feel your 
hugs and love in every stitch.” I 
was still unsure. What about my 
inability to sew a straight line? 
How will I manage matching 
corners to make the pattern? She 
continued to reassure me. “Gifts 
of the heart are made with love, 

not perfection. Have fun just as 
you know that Sofie Marie will 
have fun with the quilt. She will 
know you made it especially for 
her.” Good advice. Yes, our chil-
dren can “mother” us just as we 
have mothered them throughout 
the years.

The teddy bear alphabet quilt 
turned out wonderfully. The 
actual quilting of the layers was 
done by my sweet expert, but I 
sewed the blocks of the quilt top 
together. And even though my 
husband laughs that we cut apart 
perfectly good fabric to sew 
it back together, Grandpa was 
supportive and helpful when I 
stressed over my mistakes – just 
as he had always been when we 
had stressed over the mistakes 
we felt we were making while 
raising our children. And our son 
remembered those curtains from 
thirty-plus years ago and smiled 
at me when his daughter giggled 
at the teddy bears. Therefore, our 
granddaughter, our daughter’s 
niece, and our son’s daughter 
will be wrapped in Love from all 
of us. 

Hopefully, in sharing this 
story, I have also shared my 
belief that motherhood isn’t just 
the fact of giving birth to a child. 
Mothers are not simply relat-
ed by genetics. Aunts, special 
friends, loving people in helpful 
organizations who work diligent-
ly to assist women become the 

best parents they can be, helpful 
strangers who support and help 
the women’s helpers – all of 
these deserve the respect and 
gratitude of being categorized 
as mothers. For, isn’t “Love” 
the real definition of the word 
“Mother”? 

Jesus was born into a human 
family and nurtured by His lov-
ing mother. According to Pope 
Francis, “In Mary, the eternal 
Word not only became flesh, but 
also learned to recognize the ma-
ternal tenderness of God. With 
Mary, the God-Child learned 
to listen to the yearnings, the 
troubles, the joys and the hopes 
of the people…. Mothers are the 
strongest antidote to our individ-
ualistic and egotistic tendencies, 
to our lack of openness and our 
indifference. A society without 
mothers would not only be a cold 
society, but a society that has lost 
its heart, lost the “feel of home”. 
A society without mothers would 
be a merciless society, one that 
has room only for calculation 
and speculation.”

Let us all become mothers to 
one another. Let us all be anti-
dotes to the apathy and self-cen-
teredness of society. Happy 
Mothers Day to all as we assist 
others in celebrating the mother-
hood in all of us.

Janet M. Crowe

Sewing Love Into Every Stitch

Cuando Cristo expiro en la 
cruz, muchos se alegraron de 
silenciar su voz, de deshacerse 
de un profeta incomodo; de un 
aglutinador y defensor de los 
pobres, de la justicia y de la 
verdad. Creían que por fin, iban 
a establecer la paz y tranquili-
dad; el orden y la supremacía 
de la ley. Que ahora retomaban 
el control y dominio del mun-
do. Muchos otros se sintieron 
tristes, desamparados, perdidos 
y desconcertados; porque El 
que creía que los iba a defender, 
guiar y organizar, había muerto 
como unos malechos más... Otra 
ves, los malos se habían salido 
con la suya y volvíamos a estar 
como antes... Todo se había con 
movido en un caos, como en el 
origen del mundo, lo invadía 
todo.

Ayer como hoy, hay miedo a tu 
resurrección. El gobernador tenia 
la noticia cierta que Jesús estaba 
muerto. Sin embargo los  sumos 
sacerdotes y los fariseos, seguían 
muy preocupados, aunque sabían 
que Jesús está “bien muerto”. No 
le bastaba con la piedra rodada 
en la entrada de la tumba. Al otro 
dia se reunieron con Pilato y le 
dijeron:

 Señor, recordamos que 
este impostor dijo cuando 
aun vivía: “a los tres días 
resucitare”. Así que manda 
ase-gurar el sepulcro hasta el 
tercer día, no sea que vengan 
sus discípulos, lo roben y 

digan al pueblo que resucito 
de entre los muertos, y el ul-
timo engaño sea peor que el 
primero.(  S. Mateo 27, 62)

Pilatos estaba cansado de ellos, 
les dijo: “Tienen un pelotón 
de soldados, vayan y aseguren 
como mejor les parezca. Ellos 
fueron y aseguraron el sepulcro, 
sellaron la piedra y pusieron la 
guardia. Tanto miedo tenían a 
la resurrección de Jesús? Tanto 
les inquietaba sus palabras  “del 
tercer día”. Al tercer día, con 
piedra, con soldados o sin ellos; 
con sello o sin sello; el Espíritu 
del Padre, derramo su Luz, sobre 
la tumba donde yacía el cuerpo 
muerto de su amado Hijo y lo 
resucito. Si creen en la otra vida, 
como si la niegan, las cosas son 
“como son”; no como piensan o 
dicen. Cuando se convierten en 
“dioses chiquitos” destruyen toda 
la grandeza de su ser humano 
habitado por el ser divino.

Las mujeres fieles al Hijo de 
Dios, fueron las ultimas que 
permanecieron junto a Jesús en 
la cruz, mujeres de fe y de amor 
firmes y ahora eran las primeras 
que desafiaban el alborear del 
día, del primer día de la semana. 
Salieron de sus casas cuando aún 
era noche oscura, pero llevaban 
en sus corazones ardientes una 
llama de amor viva. Caminaban 
juntas; llevaban ungüentos, 
perfumes, vendas... Para em-
balsamar el cuerpo de Jesús. Al 
llegar al sepulcro, vieron la pie-
dra movida y un ángel sentado 
sobre ella. Los guardias habían 
huido despavoridos. Que había 
sucedido?  Ni la piedra ni la 
vigilancia pudieron evitar que el 
Hijo de Dios, fuera levantado de 
entre los muertos, vivo, glorioso, 
resucitado.

El ángel les dijo: “No se 
asusten, buscan a Jesús nazare-

no, el Crucificado; resucito, no 
esta aquí. Vean el lugar donde 
lo pusieron. Vayan y dígale a 
sus discípulos, que ira delante a 
Galilea; allí lo verán como les 
había dicho. Es la hora de correr 
la buena noticia, de testimoniar 
la experiencia de la resurrección 
de Jesús, de creer en la Palabra 
anunciada. La palabra del ángel, 
la palabra de las mujeres; la 
palabra de Pedro, Juan y los 
demás discípulos... Tiene una 
fuerza de anuncio “sacramental”. 
Hace presente el acontecimien-
to central de la Historia. Jesús 
resucitado es el que aleja del 
mundo el caos, la confusión, el 
desorden, las guerras e injusticias 
de esta sociedad. El y solo El, es 
quien puede ayudar a la humani-
dad  al salir del caos de sus ideas, 
sentimientos, decisiones y de 
sus ideologías sin la fuerza de la 
verdad. Necesitamos seguirlo y 
confiar en El, como camino cier-
to, como verdad esplendorosa, 
como la vida apasionada; porque 
El es la gloria de Dios llenando 

la tierra.
Un Domingo luminoso, porque 

era Pascua, una anciana vendía 
sus flores y frutas a la sombra 
de una arcada de piedra. Sonreía 
gozosa, lo cual me hizo exclamar 
al instante: Usted, señora parece 
muy feliz. ¿Porque no? me 
respondió ella, si todo va muy 
bien. Me extraño su respuesta y 
le pregunte en seguida: No tiene 
usted problemas?  Cree usted 
que a mi edad alguien no los 
tenga? Pero pienso en el día más 
trágico que ha tenido la humani-
dad, el viernes santo y en lo que 
sucedió, tres días después. Por 
eso cuando tengo un problema 
sonrió y espero el tercer día... 
Esta historia me hace recordar lo 
que decía un sacerdote muy com-
prometido y entregado a la gente: 
“dicen que estoy amenazado de 
muerte. Tal vez sea. Pero estoy 
tranquilo. Porque si me matan 
no me quitan la vida. Me la 
llevare conmigo, colgada sobre 
el hombro como un morral de 
pastor. Desde muy niño, alguien 

me soplo a mis oídos una verdad 
inconmovible de eternidad: “No 
teman a los que pueden matar el 
cuerpo pero no pueden quitar la 
vida” (S. Lucas 12, 4).

Dicen que estoy amenazado de 
muerte. Quien no lo está? mas en 
todo esto hay un error concep-
tual. Ni yo ni nadie, estamos 
amenazados de muerte. Estamos 
amenazados de vida amenazados 
de esperanza, amenazados de 
amor. La presencia  de Cristo 
Resucitado, nos lleva a descifrar 
el sentido de la vida y el sentido 
de la muerte corporal. Para el 
cristiano la muerte es el paso 
a la vida. El fracaso no es algo 
definitivo y fatal. La enfermedad 
es la cercanía de la resurrección. 
Si nos tomáramos siempre el 
trabajo de esperar tres días, como 
la anciana que vendía flores y 
frutas, florecerá la esperanza 
cristiana sobre tantas angustias 
que nos desconciertan.

When Christ died on the cross, 
many rejoiced at silencing His 
voice—at getting rid of an incon-
venient prophet, a unifier, and a 
defender of the poor, justice, and 
truth. They believed they would 
finally establish peace and tran-
quility, order, and the supremacy 
of the law. Now, they thought, 
they would regain control and 
dominion over the world.

Many others, however, felt 
sad, helpless, lost, and confused 
because the one they believed 
would defend, guide, and or-
ganize them had died like any 
other criminal. Once again, the 
wicked had prevailed, and it 
seemed we were back where we 
started. Everything was in chaos, 
as if returned to the beginning of 
creation, and that chaos invaded 
everything.

Yesterday, as today, there was 
fear of Your resurrection. The 
governor had reliable news that 
Jesus was dead. Yet, the chief 
priests and Pharisees remained 
deeply concerned, even though 
they knew Jesus was “well and 
truly dead.” The stone rolled 
across the entrance of the tomb 
was not enough for them. The 
next day, they met with Pilate 
and said:

“Sir, we remember that this 
impostor said while he was still 
alive, ‘After three days I will 
rise again.’ So, order the tomb 
to be secured until the third day, 
lest His disciples come and steal 
Him away and tell the people He 
has risen from the dead. The last 
deception will be worse than the 
first.” (Matthew 27:62)

Pilate, weary of them, said, 
“You have a guard; go and secure 
it as you see fit.” So they went 
and secured the tomb, sealing the 
stone and setting the guard.

Were they so afraid of Je-
sus’ resurrection? Were they so 
troubled by His words, “on the 
third day”? On that third day, 
with or without a stone, with 
or without soldiers, and with or 
without a seal, the Spirit of the 
Father poured out His light upon 
the tomb, where the dead body of 
His beloved Son lay, and raised 
Him up. Whether you believe 
in the afterlife or deny it, reality 
remains unchanged: things are 
as they are, not as you think or 
say. When we act as “little gods,” 
we destroy the greatness of our 
human nature, which is meant to 
be inhabited by the divine.

The women who were faith-
ful to the Son of God remained 

with Him at the cross, and now 
they were the first to challenge 
the darkness of the first day of 
the week. They left their homes 
while it was still dark, carrying 
in their hearts a burning flame of 
love. They brought ointments, 
perfumes, and bandages to 
embalm His body. When they 
arrived at the tomb, they saw the 
stone rolled away and an angel 
sitting upon it. The guards had 
fled in terror. What had hap-
pened?

Neither the stone nor the 
guards could prevent the Son of 
God from rising from the dead—
alive, glorious, resurrected. The 
angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. You are looking for Jesus 
of Nazareth, the Crucified One. 
He has risen; He is not here. See 
the place where they laid Him. 
Go and tell His disciples that He 
is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see Him, just as 
He told you.”

It is time to spread the Good 
News, to bear witness to the 
experience of Jesus’ resurrection, 
and to believe in the proclaimed 
Word. The words of the angel, 
the women, Peter, John, and the 
other disciples carry a “sacra-
mental” power of proclamation. 

They make present the central 
event of history.

The risen Jesus takes away the 
chaos, confusion, disorder, wars, 
and injustices of this world. Only 
He can lead humanity out of the 
chaos of its misguided ideas, 
feelings, decisions, and ideolo-
gies. We need to follow Him and 
trust Him as the sure path, the 
splendid truth, and the passionate 
life, for He is the glory of God 
filling the earth.

One bright Easter Sunday, un-
der the shade of a stone archway, 
an old woman was selling flow-
ers and fruit. Smiling joyfully, 
she caught my attention. “You 
seem very happy, ma’am,” I said.

“Why not?” she replied. “Ev-
erything is going very well.”

Surprised, I asked, “Don’t you 
have any problems?”

“Do you think that, at my age, 
anyone doesn’t? But I think of 
the most tragic day in human his-
tory—Good Friday—and what 
happened three days later. That’s 
why, when I have a problem, 
I smile and wait for the third 
day...”

This story reminds me of what 
a very committed priest, devoted 
to his people, used to say:

“They say I’ve received death 

threats. Maybe that’s true. But 
I am calm. If they kill me, they 
cannot take my life away. I will 
take it with me, slung over my 
shoulder like a shepherd’s bag. 
From a very young age, someone 
whispered to me an unshakeable 
truth about eternity: ‘Do not be 
afraid of those who can kill the 
body but cannot take away life.’” 
(Luke 12:4)

They say I am threatened 
with death. Who isn’t? But 
this reflects a conceptual error. 
Neither I nor anyone else is truly 
threatened with death. We are 
threatened with life—threatened 
with hope and love.

The presence of the Risen 
Christ helps us decipher the 
meaning of life and bodily death. 
For Christians, death is merely 
the passage to life. Failure is not 
definitive. Illness draws us closer 
to the resurrection.

If only we took the time to 
wait “three days,” like the old 
woman who sold flowers and 
fruit, Christian hope would blos-
som amid the anxieties and fears 
that often confuse us.

VIDA DEL ESPIRITU 

Padre Wilson Cuevas

Del Caos Surge Un Nuevo Cosmos!
“En esto, la tierra tembló y las piedras se rajaron...” Mt. 27, 51

A New Universe Is Born From Chaos!

SIDEWALK JESUS

Is There Any Reason I Shouldn’t Do Yoga?

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

MAKING SENSE OF BIOETHICS



12 - The Rio Grande Catholic May 2025

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                             
The 2025 Progress Annual Ministry Appeal is the foundation of support for  

15 diocesan ministries serving families, youth, and those in need across  
10 counties. Your generosity provides 40% of the operating funds that sustain  

vital pastoral, spiritual, educational, and charitable programs. This mission isn’t possible 
without you. We invite you to prayerfully consider a gift and join us in bringing the love 

of Christ to countless lives.
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San Pedro de Jesús Maldonado Parish Launches Capital Campaign 
to Strengthen Faith and Build for the Future

La parroquia San Pedro de Jesús Maldonado lanza una campaña de 
recaudación de fondos para fortalecer la fe y construir el futuro

El Paso, TX - San Pedro de Jesús 
Maldonado Parish, a growing 
Catholic community in East El 
Paso, has launched the Strength-
ening Our Faith, Building Our 
Future capital campaign. This 
initiative will allow the parish to 
construct a new sanctuary, repur-
pose the existing sanctuary into 
classrooms and ministry spaces, 
and reduce parish debt to ensure 
a stable future.

Established in 2018, San Pedro 
de Jesús Maldonado Parish has 
become a center of worship, faith 
formation, and service. As the 
number of parishioners continues 
to grow, the need for a larger 
place of worship and expanded 
facilities has become essential.

A Feasibility Study conducted 
in October 2023 with Betancourt 
Philanthropic Consultants, a 
Catholic fundraising fi rm, found 
strong support for the project. 
With this encouragement, the 
parish is moving forward with a 
phased approach to construction.

The total project cost is $3.5 
million, with Phase 1 focusing on 
raising $1.4 million over the next 
three years. This fi rst phase will 
include a 9,725 sq. ft. sanctuary 
with seating for 600-700 parish-
ioners, along with debt reduction 
to ensure responsible fi nancial 
stewardship.

“This campaign is not just 

about buildings—it is about 
strengthening our parish com-
munity and preparing for the 
future,” said Fr. Germán Alzate, 
Administrator of San Pedro de 
Jesús Maldonado Parish. “With 
God’s grace and the generosity 
of our parish family, we will cre-
ate a sacred space where people 
can encounter Christ and deepen 
their faith.”

A Parish in Need of Space & 
Stability

As the parish continues to 
grow, existing facilities can no 
longer accommodate the increas-
ing number of families, faith for-
mation programs, and ministries. 
Additionally, reducing parish 
debt is essential to securing long-
term fi nancial health.

“We simply do not have 
enough space to support our 
growing faith community,” said 
Robert Castañeda, Campaign 
Committee Chair. “By convert-
ing our current sanctuary into 
classrooms and ministry spaces, 
we will expand religious educa-
tion and parish activities, while 
ensuring a new, larger sanctuary 
for worship. At the same time, 
we will reduce our debt and build 
a stronger fi nancial foundation.”

Phase 1 will focus on:
• Constructing a new sanc-
tuary for the expanding 
congregation.

• Repurposing the current 
sanctuary into six class-
rooms and meeting spaces.

• Reducing parish debt for 
long-term fi nancial secu-
rity.

A Vision for the Future: A 
Permanent Sanctuary to Be-
come a Shrine

Beyond Phase 1, San Pedro de 
Jesús Maldonado Parish has a 
long-term vision to build a mag-
nifi cent, permanent church that 
will serve as a shrine, a place of 

pilgrimage and spiritual renewal.
“This project is the fi rst 

step toward realizing a bigger 
vision—building a beautiful 
shrine where people can come to 
pray, seek healing, and encounter 
Christ through the intercession 
of St. Pedro de Jesús Maldona-
do,” said Fr. Germán. “Our goal 
is to create a sacred and lasting 
space of worship that will inspire 
generations.”

How to Support the Capital 
Campaign

Donations can be made as a 
one-time gift or through recur-
ring contributions (monthly, 
quarterly, or annually). Addi-
tional giving options include 
stock donations, IRA gifts, and 
employer matching programs.

To support the campaign, 
visit the parish offi ce for more 
information.

For additional details, contact 
the parish offi ce at 915-271-
8060.

El Paso, Texas - La parroquia 
San Pedro de Jesús Maldonado, 
una comunidad católica en crec-
imiento en el este de El Paso, ha 
lanzado la campaña de recau-
dación de fondos «Fortaleciendo 
nuestra fe, construyendo nuestro 
futuro». Esta iniciativa permitirá 
a la parroquia construir un nuevo 
santuario, reconvertir el santuario 
existente en aulas y espacios para 
el ministerio, y reducir la deuda 
de la parroquia para garantizar 
un futuro estable.

Fundada en 2018, la parroquia 
San Pedro de Jesús Maldonado 
se ha convertido en un centro 
de culto, formación en la fe y 
servicio. A medida que el número 
de feligreses sigue creciendo, la 
necesidad de un lugar de culto 
más grande y de instalaciones 
ampliadas se ha vuelto esencial.

Un estudio de viabilidad 
realizado en octubre de 2023 con 
Betancourt Philanthropic Consul-
tants, una empresa católica de 

recaudación de fondos, encontró 
un fuerte apoyo al proyecto. Con 
este estímulo, la parroquia está 
avanzando con un enfoque por 
fases para la construcción.

El costo total del proyecto 
es de 3,5 millones de dólares, 
y la primera fase se centrará en 
recaudar 1,4 millones de dólares 
durante los próximos tres años. 
Esta primera fase incluirá un 
santuario de 900 metros cuadra-
dos con capacidad para 600-700 
feligreses, junto con la reducción 
de la deuda para garantizar una 
gestión fi nanciera responsable.

«Esta campaña no se trata solo 
de edifi cios, sino de fortalecer 
nuestra comunidad parroquial y 
prepararnos para el futuro», dijo 
el padre Germán Alzate, ad-
ministrador de la parroquia San 
Pedro de Jesús Maldonado. «Con 
la gracia de Dios y la generosi-
dad de nuestra familia parroqui-
al, crearemos un espacio sagrado 
donde las personas puedan 

encontrar a Cristo y profundizar 
su fe».

Una parroquia que necesita 
espacio y estabilidad

A medida que la parroquia 
sigue creciendo, las instalaciones 
existentes ya no pueden acoger 
al número cada vez mayor de fa-
milias, programas de formación 
en la fe y ministerios. Además, 
reducir la deuda de la parroquia 
es esencial para garantizar la 
salud fi nanciera a largo plazo.

«Simplemente no tenemos 
sufi ciente espacio para apoyar a 
nuestra creciente comunidad de 
fe», dijo Robert Castañeda, presi-
dente del Comité de Campaña. 
«Al convertir nuestro santuario 
actual en aulas y espacios para el 
ministerio, ampliaremos la edu-
cación religiosa y las actividades 
parroquiales, al tiempo que ga-
rantizaremos un nuevo santuario 
más grande para el culto. Al mis-
mo tiempo, reduciremos nuestra 
deuda y construiremos una base 

fi nanciera más sólida».
La fase 1 se centrará en:

• Construir un nuevo santu-
ario para la congregación 
en expansión.

• Reutilizar el santuario 
actual para convertirlo en 
seis aulas y espacios de 
reunión.

• Reducir la deuda de la 
parroquia para garantizar 
la seguridad fi nanciera a 
largo plazo.

Una visión para el futuro: un 
santuario permanente que será 
un santuario

Más allá de la Fase 1, la 
parroquia de San Pedro de Jesús 
Maldonado tiene una visión a 
largo plazo de construir una 
magnífi ca iglesia permanente 
que servirá como santuario, lugar 
de peregrinación y renovación 
espiritual.

«Este proyecto es el primer 
paso para hacer realidad una 
visión más amplia: construir un 

hermoso santuario donde la gente 
pueda venir a rezar, buscar la 
curación y encontrar a Cristo a 
través de la intercesión de San 
Pedro de Jesús Maldonado», dijo 
el padre Germán. «Nuestro obje-
tivo es crear un espacio sagrado 
y duradero de culto que inspire a 
generaciones».

Cómo apoyar la campaña de 
recaudación de fondos

Las donaciones pueden 
hacerse como donación única o 
mediante contribuciones periódi-
cas (mensuales, trimestrales 
o anuales). Otras opciones de 
donación incluyen donaciones de 
acciones, donaciones de cuentas 
IRA y programas de igualación 
de donaciones de empresas.

Para apoyar la campaña, visite 
la ofi cina parroquial para obtener 
más información.

Para obtener más detalles, pón-
gase en contacto con la ofi cina 
parroquial en el 915-271-8060.


