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ST. CHARLES BORROMEQ:SEMINARY
8330 Park Haven Ave, El Paso, TX 79907

- APRIL I8

- 4:00 pm

The only Catholic cemetery in the El Paso area was established to serve the
needs of our Catholic Community in their time of mourning and need. We help
guide our families with end-of-life arrangements with pastoral care during your
time of greatest need.

Facilities and Services include an intimate chapel for on-site services, a place for
the interment of cremated remains in our columbarium or the chapel, and we
also o er traditional in-ground burials or in our mausoleum.

Mt. Carmel’s peaceful grounds are maintained by environmentally responsible
reclaimed water.

401 S. Zaragoza Road « (915) 860-0606

https://www.elpasodiocese.org/our-lady-of-mt-carmel-cemetery.html « mtcarmel@mtcarmelelp.org
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VIDA DEL ESPIRITU
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March 2026

La Cruz Nunca Perdera Su Significado Ni Su Poder

Padre Wilson Cuevas

Una de las imagenes que
llevamos mas hondamente
grabadas en el alma, es la de un
hombre colgado en una cruz.
Todos hemos sido litargica-
mente introducidos en su vida,
en su Pasion, Muerte y Resur-
reccion a través del Bautismo.
Creemos y sentimos junto con
la Iglesia, que El permanece con
nosotros todos los dias, marca
profundamente nuestra vida
personal, familiar, social y cul-
tural. Esto hace que valoremos
todo con nuevos ojos, desde el
despertar de cada dia cuando
nos santiguamos, hasta cuando
vamos a dormir y nos volvemos
a santiguar, confiando nuestro
descanso de la noche en Jests
Nuestro Salvador. Si tenemos a
Cristo como el centro de nuestra
vida espiritual, El nos guiara por
el camino de la vida y de la paz!

La cruz no era solo el madero
del que colgaban a los condena-
dos a la muerte, sino la materi-
alizacion del odio, la violencia y
el crimen humano. Jesus murio
burlado y maltratado por los
romanos (Mt. 27,26), olvidado
y rechazado por su pueblo (Jn.
19,15), negado y traicionado por
sus discipulos (Mt. 26, 72), asi
como maldecido por Dios segliin
la Ley de Moisés (Dt. 21, 23b)
su ministerio publico tenia todos
los signos de fracaso. Pero Jesus
no busco la cruz. Nadie quiere
morir violentamente ni ser de-

spreciado de todos y maldecido
en sus Ultimos minutos. Asumio
la cruz cuando esta ya era inmi-
nente. Cuando volver atras, y
huir, hubiera significado traicio-
nar la mision, dando la espalda
a Dios Padre. Todo aquello por
lo que vino al mundo hubiera
perdido su significado. Tomo la
cruz para redimirla, para conver-
tirla en camino de santificacion.

La cruz que pusieron a Cristo
es una Cruz historica, pues no
recae solamente en los hombros
del Sefior, sino que cae en los
hombros de todo hombre que
asume la verdad, la justicia y
la causa de los mas débiles y
oprimidos. La cruz desde siem-
pre ha sido un signo de oprobio,
de maldicion. Todo hombre que
carga una cruz es mal visto, es
relegado, es objeto de burla y to-
dos buscan “hacerle mas pesada
dicha carga”. Sigue en vigencia
el dicho popular “del arbol caido
todos hacen lefia”.

Hoy las cruces se llaman
injusticia: Indios, pobres,
migrantes, mujeres, campesi-
nos, obreros, hombre honesto
que carga con los “engorrosos
tramite de juzgados, carceles,
fianzas, con la Uinica esperanza
de que la sentencia sea muy
benigna y que el dinero-aceite
sea, a la final, el supremo juez.
Hoy la mayoria de la gente,
carga con la cruz pesada de la
sobrevivencia, bajo el peso de
la necesidad, bajo la dureza del
interés de los “poderosos” que
ofrecen cruces “aparentemente
suaves” pero que doblan la vida,
las personas y la familias

Hoy hemos inventado cruces
placenteras de sexo, de droga,
de licor, de juegos electroni-
cos, casinos y loterias... Son
cruces que estan al alcance de

chicos y de grandes a cualquier
precio, a todas horas del dia

y de la noche. Son cruces que
pesan especialmente sobre los
hombros de los nifios y jovenes,
comenzando asi una pesada
marcha, marchitando la vida en
su inicio y obligando al hombre
a no tener otro horizonte, que el
mundo y sus cosas, el egoismo
y las adiciones y renunciar la
mirada al cielo, destino y fin de
la vida del hombre.

La calumnia, la mentira, la
traicion son cruces invisibles
que pesan sobre la mujer, la fa-

milias, el hombre, el pobre, el
honesto...Y la cruz mas pesa-
da que nosotros mismos nos
imponemos, es el pecado. Ese
hecho misterioso y oculto que
pesa sobre nuestro espiritu y
conciencia, que nos convierte en
hombres “dobles” que escondi-
endo el pecado “aparecemos”
limpios, justos.

Una de las imagenes mas
conocidas en Estados Unidos
es el cartel en California de
“HOLLYWOOD?”, gente de todo
el mundo visita esa ciudad para
ver en el cemento las

huellas de estrellas y observar

a celebridades que pasen por
alli. Es dificil que los turistas no
vean el letrero sobre la colina.
Sin embargo en ese lugar, hay
otro simbolo menos famoso
pero facilmente reconocible
y de significado eterno: UNA
CRUZ de casi diez metros que
mira hacia la ciudad. Se coloco
alli en memoria de una acaudala
heredera, quien fundo el teatro
Pilgrimage en 1920, donde se
presentaba una obra sobre Cris-
to: The Pilgrimage Play.

Los dos incono proyectan
un contraste interesante. Las
peliculas buenas y malas van
y vienen, Su capacidad para
entretener, sus contribuciones
artisticas y su importancia son, a
lo sumo, temporales. Sin embar-
go, LA CRUZ, nos recuerda una
historia de proyeccion eterna.
La obra de Cristo habla de un
Dios amoroso, que nos busca e
invita a aceptar su ofrecimiento
de perdon total. El centro del
drama es la muerte de JESUS
y su RESURRECCION que
conquisto al salir del sepulcro y
tiene connotaciones eternas para
todos nosotros. La cruz nunca
perdera su significado ni su

poder. Para saber el significado
de la Cruz, debemos conocer a
Aquel que muri6 en ella.
Resulta muy interesante que
después de mas de veinte siglos,
a pesar de todos los lideres mun-
diales, modelos sociales y de-
sarrollo tecnologico, Jesus sigue
siendo la tnica respuesta valida
a los grandes interrogantes del
hombre, pues su apuesta por
el AMOR y el PERDON es la
mejor SOLUCION contra el
odio, el egoismo, la violencia y
la guerra. Sus ensefianzas sobre
COMPARTIR, ACOMPANAR
Y AUXILIAR, son las mejores
soluciones contra la pobreza,
el hambre y las enfermedades.
Su muerte en la Cruz, la mejor
prueba de amor para quienes lo
amamos y seguimos. Y su glo-
riosa Resurreccion, la respuesta
definitiva a las angustias exis-
tenciales que hunde al hombre
en la desesperanza (Mt. 5,7).
Dios sigue teniendo mucho que
decir HOY a la humanidad y lo
dice desde Cristo Jesus!

The Cross Will Never Lose lIts

One of the images most deep-
ly engraved on our souls is that
of a man hanging on a cross. We
have all been liturgically intro-
duced to his life, to his Passion,
Death, and Resurrection through
Baptism. We believe and feel,
along with the Church, that He
remains with us every day, pro-
foundly marking our personal,
family, social, and cultural lives.
This makes us value everything
with new eyes, from waking
up each day when we make the
Sign of the Cross, to going to
sleep and making the Sign of the
Cross again, entrusting our rest
at night to Jesus Our Savior. If
we have Christ at the center of
our spiritual life, He will guide
us on the path of life and peace!

The cross was not only the
wood from which those con-
demned to death were hung, but
the materialization of hatred, vi-
olence, and human crime. Jesus
died mocked and mistreated by
the Romans (Mt. 27:26), forgot-
ten and rejected by his people
(Jn. 19:15), denied and betrayed
by his disciples (Mt. 26:72),
and cursed by God according to
the Law of Moses (Dt. 21:23b).
His public ministry bore all the
signs of failure.

But Jesus did not seek the

cross. No one wants to die

violently or be despised by ev-
eryone and cursed in their final
moments. He took up the cross
when it was already imminent.

When turning back and flee-
ing would have meant betraying
his mission, turning his back on
God the Father. Everything for
which he came into the world
would have lost its meaning.

He took up the cross to redeem
it, to transform it into a path of
sanctification.

The cross placed on Christ is
a historical cross, for it does not
rest solely on the Lord’s shoul-
ders, but falls on the shoulders
of every person who embraces
truth, justice, and the cause of
the weakest and most oppressed.
The cross has always been a
sign of shame, of a curse. Every
person who carries a cross is
looked down upon, relegated,
ridiculed, and everyone seeks to
“make that burden heavier.” The
popular saying “everyone makes
firewood from a fallen tree” still
holds true.

*Everyone makes firewood
from a fallen tree* Today, the
crosses are called injustice: Indi-
ans, the poor, migrants, women,
peasants, workers, honest men
burdened with the cumbersome

procedures of courts, prisons,
and bail. With the sole hope that
the sentence will be very lenient
and that money—or oil—will
ultimately be the supreme judge.
Today, most people carry the
heavy cross of survival, under
the weight of need, under the
harshness of the interests of the
powerful who offer seemingly
gentle crosses that bend life,
individuals, and families.

Today, we have invented
pleasurable crosses of sex,
drugs, alcohol, electronic
games, casinos, and lotteries...
crosses available to young and
old at any price, at all hours of
the day and night. These crosses
weigh especially heavily on the
shoulders of children and young
people, thus beginning a heavy
march, withering the life in its
beginning and forcing man to
have no other horizon than the
world and its things, selfishness
and addictions, and to renounce
looking to the sky, the destiny
and end of man’s life.

Slander, lies, and betrayal
are invisible crosses that weigh
upon women, families, men,
the poor, the honest... And the
heaviest cross we impose upon
ourselves is sin. That mysteri-
ous and hidden fact that weighs

Meaning Or Power

upon our spirit and conscience,
that turns us into “double” men
who, by hiding sin, “appear”
clean and righteous.

One of the most well-known
images in the United States is
the “HOLLYWOOD” sign in
California. People from all over
the world visit that city to see
the handprints of stars in the
cement and to watch celebrities
pass by. It’s difficult for tourists
not to see the sign on the hill.
However, in that place, there is
another, less famous but easily
recognizable symbol of eternal
significance: a cross almost ten
meters tall that faces the city. It
was placed there in memory of
a wealthy heiress who founded
the Pilgrimage Theatre in 1920,
where a play about Christ, The
Pilgrimage Play, was performed.

The two icons project an in-
teresting contrast. Good and bad
films come and go. Their ability
to entertain, their artistic con-
tributions, and their importance
are, at best, temporary. Howev-
er, THE CROSS reminds us of
a story with eternal projection.
The work of Christ speaks of a
loving God who seeks us and
invites us to accept his offer of
total forgiveness. The center of
the drama is the death of JESUS

and his RESURRECTION,
which he achieved by rising
from the tomb and has eternal
connotations for all of us. The
cross will never lose its meaning
or its power. To know the mean-
ing of the Cross, we must know
the One who died on it.

It is very interesting that after
more than twenty centuries,
despite all the world leaders,
social models, and technological
development, Jesus remains the
only valid answer to humanity’s
great questions, for his commit-
ment to LOVE and FORGIVE-
NESS is the best SOLUTION
against hatred, selfishness,
violence, and war. His teachings
on SHARING, ACCOMPA-
NYING, and HELPING are the
best solutions against poverty,
hunger, and disease. His death
on the Cross is the best proof
of love for those of us who
love and follow him. And his
glorious Resurrection is the de-
finitive answer to the existential
anxieties that plunge humanity
into despair (Mt. 5:7). God still
has much to say to humanity
TODAY, and he says it through
Christ Jesus!
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BOOK
NOW! AEGEAN CRUISE
Bishop Tony Fr. Marcus . Mariano ﬁge\;'(

Celino McFadden Lopez

PARIS - LISIEUX - OMAHABEACHNEVERS  ATHENS - MYKONOS

VERSAILLES - LEON - MT. ST. MICHEL EPHESUS - SANTORINI
AND MORE! CRETE - CORENTH & MORE

AUG.23-SEPT.1,2026  OCT. 11 - 20, 2026
35,999 pp - Based on Double Occupancy - §5799 PP-Based on Double Qceupancy

ROUND TRIP AIR FROM EL PASO INCLUDED ROUND TRIP AIR FROM EL PASO INCLUDED

CATHOLIC ITALY

ANNOUNCING THREE CULTURAL TRIPS IN 2027
NOT PILGRIMAGES - CALL FOR DETAILS & PRICING!

OCEAN CRUISE = NEW ENGLAND & CANADA
FALL FOLLIAGE
OCT. 19-29, 2027 ROME
BOSTO1I3 ?SESUEBEC FLORENCE
RIVER CRUISE BLUE DANUBE DISCOVERY SIENA
LIMITED SPACE JULY 7-14, 2027 ASSISI
8 DAYS/7NIGHTS Fr. Nathon
OPTIONAL ADD ON - 2 DAYS PRE TOUR Mamo ROME

o e pcons e esc - November 11-20, 2026
ONLY 24 SPOTS  REGISTER BY JUNE 26, 2026 $5,399 - Based on Double Occupancy

OPTIONAL ADD ON - 5 DAY 4 NIGHT
ROUND TRIP AIR FROM EL PASO INCLUDED

AMAZON RIVER CRUISE

RIVER CRUISE
COLOMBIA
SOUTH AMERICA
12 CABINS REMAIN
- Y CALL FOR DETAILS!

Fr.Beto Lopez ~Fr. Mariano Lopez  Fr. Sau Pacheco | APRIL - 17-24, 2027

PRICES FROM $3,899PER PERSON

12653 Tierra Alzada Dr. El Paso, Texas 79938

Travel with KTy g155014246 (TakiText) Kery@Trave WK cor
“The world co a book, and these who do not travel, only nead one page!” - St. Augustine
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CATHOL‘IC SCHOOL
TN ENROLLMENT |
EDUCATION TRAINS
THEMIND T
TOTHINK CLEARLY % JRK-8"GRADE
(logicand reason),
FORMS THE SOUL

TOLOVEWHATIS
GOOD (virtue and Saint Pius X Catholic SCh00|

moral formation),
CLLTIVATES believes each person is a child

T I of God and deserves a quality
siibascll Catholic education.

th rough Iiterature, art,
music, and nature)” r ??\YN
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IL
!

’ REQUEST MORE SCAN EI F El
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CALL TODAY AND SCHEDULE

& - ATOUR. 915-262-4846
' 1007 GERONIMO DR. EL PASO, TX 79905




