6 - The Rio Grande Catholic

Matthew’s Gospel Tells Jesus’ Life Story,

Fr. Michael Lewis, STL

When the Church’s liturgical
calendar began anew on the First
Sunday of Advent, the three-year
cycle of readings proclaimed
at Mass on Sundays also began
anew. This year, Year A, features
the Gospel according to Matthew.

Once thought to be the first
gospel written, Matthew was the
gospel most often quoted by early
Christian writers, who made copi-
ous use of the numerous teachings
and sayings of Jesus that Matthew
amply features — more than any
other gospel. However, Matthew’s
abundant use of Mark’s gospel
suggests that Mark’s was actually
the first gospel to be written. In
fact, Matthew incorporates about
80 percent of Mark’s gospel, but
also adds much material from
the collection of Jesus’ sayings
labelled “Q” (short for quelle,
German for “source”), along with
additional details and color that
are uniquely Matthew’s.

Yet Matthew’s gospel is more
than just a random compendium
of Jesus’ teachings and say-
ings. Rather, it is a thoughtfully
composed narrative work, clearly

written to tell the life story of Je-
sus Christ, the promised messiah
who was foretold by the prophets.
Though attributed to one of the
Twelve Apostles — the tax collec-
tor named Matthew in this gospel
(Mt 9:9-13, 10:3) but Levi in
others (Mk 2:13—14; Lk 5:27-28)
— it is unlikely that apostle was
the gospel’s author, since an
eyewitness would have had no
need to include so much material
from Mark, who was not. Rath-
er, it was probably written by a
Jewish Christian, who was erudite
in Greek, sometime between 80
and 90 A.D., a half-century after
Jesus’ resurrection and ascension.
Naming the author “Matthew”
leaves open the possibility that
the source of the gospel’s unique
material is indeed the apostle. But
the name could also simply be
anod to the similar Greek word
matheteuo, which means “to make
a disciple of.”

The author’s Jewishness is
apparent throughout this gospel as
he presents Jesus as the fulfill-
ment of the promises made in the
Hebrew Scriptures. For example,
Jesus’ ancestry is traced from
Abraham through King David
(Mt 1:1) and Jesus restricts the
disciples’ mission to just “the lost
sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt
10:5-6). Despite this continuity
with Judaism, the author nonethe-
less signals that Jesus’ disciples
have separated from it, for there
are frequent references to “the
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Jews” and “their synagogues.”
Christians are treated, therefore, as
a group wholly different from the
practitioners of Judaism in Mat-
thew’s time (see Mt 28:15, 4:23,
and 9:35, for example).
Structurally, Matthew organizes
the many sayings and teachings
of Jesus into five main discourses,
or sermons, that are each pre-
ceded by narrative descriptions
of Jesus’ healings, miracles, and
other activity. These discourses
are the Sermon on the Mount
(5:1-7:29), which centers on
righteousness, which is doing the
will of the Father; the Missionary
Discourse (10:1-42), where Jesus
sends the disciples out on mission

with his power and authority; the
Parables Discourse (13:1-52),
which serves as a commentary on
Jesus’ rejection by the Pharisees
and scribes detailed throughout
the gospel; the Discourse on Life
in the Church (18:1-35), which
teaches how members should act
in Jesus’ Church (a word that only
Matthew’s gospel uses); and the
Eschatological Discourse or Dis-
course on the Future (24:1-25:46),
delivered in Jerusalem just before
the gospel’s climax — Jesus’
passion, death, and resurrection
(26:1-28:30). From these rich
tapestries of Jesus’ ministry and
teachings, we get the most com-
plete presentations of the Beati-

tudes (5:3—12), the Lord’s Prayer
(6:9—-13), and the institution of the
Eucharist (26:26-28).

As we listen to the Gospel ac-
cording to Matthew over the next
year, listen for its telltale charac-
teristics: how this gospel helps us
discover Jesus as the one who ful-
fills the Scriptures; how this gos-
pel helps us to know Jesus as the
Master, yet also meek and humble
of heart; how this gospel helps us
put Jesus’ teachings into practice
as members of his Church. As
we hear it proclaimed and as we
reflect on it in our hearts, we allow
the words of the gospel to truly
make disciples of us.

El Evangelio De Mateo Narra La Vida De Jesus Y Nos Convierte En Discipulos

Cuando el calendario littr-
gico de la Iglesia comenzo de
nuevo el primer domingo de
Adviento, también comenz6 de
nuevo el ciclo de tres afios de
lecturas que se proclaman en
la misa dominical. Este ano, el
ciclo A, presenta el Evangelio
segun Mateo.

Considerado en su dia como
el primer evangelio escrito,
Mateo fue el evangelio mas
citado por los primeros escri-
tores cristianos, que hicieron un
uso abundante de las numerosas
enseflanzas y dichos de Jests
que Mateo recoge amplia-
mente, mas que cualquier otro
evangelio. Sin embargo, el uso
abundante que Mateo hace del
evangelio de Marcos sugiere
que el de Marcos fue en reali-
dad el primer evangelio escrito.
De hecho, Mateo incorpora
alrededor del 80 % del evan-
gelio de Marcos, pero también
afade mucho material de la
coleccion de dichos de Jesus
denominada “Q” (abreviatura
de Quelle, “fuente” en aleman),
junto con detalles y matices

adicionales que son exclusivos
de Mateo.

Sin embargo, el evangelio
de Mateo es mas que un simple
compendio aleatorio de las
ensefianzas y dichos de Jesus.
Mas bien, es una obra narrativa
cuidadosamente compuesta,
escrita claramente para contar
la historia de la vida de Jesu-
cristo, el mesias prometido que
fue anunciado por los profetas.
Aunque se atribuye a uno de los
doce apostoles —el recaudador
de impuestos llamado Mateo
en este evangelio (Mt 9,9-13,
10:3), pero Levi en otros (Mc
2,13-14; Lc 5,27-28)—, es poco
probable que ese apdstol fuera
el autor del evangelio, ya que
un testigo ocular no habria teni-
do necesidad de incluir tanto
material de Marcos, que no lo
era. Mas bien, probablemente
fue escrito por un cristiano

judio, erudito en griego, en al-

gin momento entre los afios 80
y 90 d. C., medio siglo después
de la resurreccion y ascension
de Jestis. Nombrar al autor
como “Mateo” deja abierta la

posibilidad de que la fuente del
material Gnico del evangelio
sea efectivamente el apdstol.
Pero el nombre también podria
ser simplemente un guifio a la
palabra griega similar math-
eteuo, que significa “hacer
discipulo de”.

El judaismo del autor es
evidente a lo largo de todo el
evangelio, ya que presenta a
Jestis como el cumplimiento
de las promesas hechas en las
Escrituras hebreas. Por ejemp-
lo, la ascendencia de Jests se
remonta desde Abraham hasta
el rey David (Mt 1,1) y Jesus
limita la mision de los discipu-
los a “las ovejas perdidas de la
casa de Israel” (Mt 10:5-6). A
pesar de esta continuidad con
el judaismo, el autor sefala
que los discipulos de Jesus se
han separado de ¢€l, ya que hay
frecuentes referencias a “los
judios” y a “sussinagogas”. Por
lo tanto, los cristianos son trat-
ados como un grupo totalmente
diferente de los practicantes del
judaismo en la época de Mateo
(véanse, por ejemplo, Mt 28,15;

4,23y 9,35).

Estructuralmente, Mateo
organiza los numerosos dichos
y ensefianzas de Jesus en cinco
discursos principales, o ser-
mones, cada uno de los cuales
va precedido de descripciones
narrativas de las curaciones,
milagros y otras actividades de
Jests. Estos discursos son el
Sermon de la montana (5,1-
7,29), que se centra en la justi-
cia, que es hacer la voluntad del
Padre; el Discurso misionero
(10,1-42), en el que Jesus envia
a los discipulos a la mision
con su poder y autoridad; el
Discurso en parabolas (13,1-
52), que sirve de comentario al
rechazo de Jesus por parte de
los fariseos y los escribas, de-
tallado a lo largo del evangelio;
el Discurso ecclesial (18,1-35),
que ensefia como deben actuar
los miembros en la Iglesia de
Jesus (una palabra que solo
utiliza el evangelio de Mateo);
y el Discurso escatologico o
acerca del final (24,1-25,46),
pronunciado en Jerusalén justo
antes del climax del evangelio:

la pasion, muerte y resurreccion
de Jesus (26,1-28,30). De estos
ricos tapices del ministerio y
las ensefianzas de Jesus, obten-
emos las presentaciones mas
completas de las Bienaventur-
anzas (5,3-12), el Padrenuestro
(6,9-13) y la institucién de la
Eucaristia (26,26-28).

Mientras escuchamos el
Evangelio segiin San Mateo
durante el proximo afio, presten
atencion a sus caracteristicas
reveladoras: como este evange-
lio les ayuda a descubrir a Jests
como aquel que cumple las
Escrituras; como este evange-
lio les ayuda a conocer a Jesus
como el Maestro, pero también
manso y humilde de corazon;
como este evangelio les ayuda
a poner en practica las ensefian-
zas de Jesus como miembros
de su Iglesia. Al escucharlo
proclamar y al reflexionar
sobre él en nuestros corazones,
permitimos que las palabras del
evangelio nos conviertan ver-
daderamente en discipulos.
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SIDEWALK JESUS

Janet M. Crowe

When we hold a baby, we know
this little one will grow, develop,
and become capable and skilled
in many ways. It is the same with
something that began small in our
local area, has grown and now is
moving on to bigger things. But let
me start at the beginning.

Eleven years ago, in front of a
new Planned Parenthood facility
in Las Cruces, a small group of
people stood on a sidewalk in
protest. They wanted everyone
to know that life mattered, that
God’s children should be protect-
ed rather than killed, that women
should be supported and helped to
make the most of their lives. They
hoped their voices would make a
difference, but in their hearts, they
weren’t sure if anyone would no-
tice. Yet, they continued to witness
to the sanctity of God’s gift of life.

Then a most amazing thing
happened. Their voices were
heard. Others noticed their
presence outside the building
where death reigned and hope was
extinguished. More people joined
them to say that life was precious.
Something big was just beginning,
as two New York Times reporters
wrote in their book The Fall of
Roe, “...several hundred antiabor-
tion activists fanned out over the
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What Started Here

parking lot to protest the new abor-
tion clinic....(including) the direc-
tor of the new pregnancy center,
Mark Cavaliere, another one of the
movement’s many foot soldiers.
He went to the microphone and
looked beyond the crowd to the
pink setting sun. ‘If ever there was
a place to respond to a challenge
like we’re facing, it’s the City of
the Crosses,” he said. ‘We’ve seen
what God can do.””

Through the grace of God and
the dedication of believers who
took action, that abortion clinic
closed its doors because they
couldn’t make enough profit in a
town where people stood up for
what was right. From that initial
success, hope spread throughout
the Borderland, from Las Cruces
into El Paso and beyond, growing
like a precious child who becomes
the light God has placed in the
world for a purpose.

From those humble beginnings,
Mark Cavaliere founded the
Southwest Coalition for Life to
bring caring support to women
in the El Paso/Las Cruces region.
Southwest Coalition worked with
El Paso’s House of Hope preg-
nancy center, which later became
Guiding Star Southwest, and to-
gether they expanded the care and
support available to women and
families. Love knows no bounds
and neither does the love that
Southwest Coalition for Life now
provides to all in need.

In a recent documentary aired
on Eternal Word Television
Network (EWTN), filmmaker
Cindy Morales highlighted the
care, hope, and healing that pro-
life pregnancy centers provide
to women. Morales explained,

“When a woman leaves an abor-
tion facility, the baby is gone — but
the crisis that brought her there re-
mains. Pro-life pregnancy centers
help her face that crisis with love,
not lies.”

Doing exactly that, Southwest
Coalition for Life has become a
network of loving arms reaching
out to help women and families in
need. Rather than one arm of the
organization trying to solve all the
different problems a woman faces,
several arms of Southwest Coa-
lition work together to embrace
each person with loving care in the
area that is needed at that moment
and then beyond into the future:

Her Care Connection is the
compassionate outreach which
meets women on the sidewalks
outside abortion facilities, offering
free ultrasounds, Abortion Pill Re-
versal, and CARE Kits for women
harmed by abortion pills.

Guiding Star Southwest offers a
full spectrum of women’s health-
care through the midwifery model
including fertility, prenatal care,
childbirth support, postpartum
assistance, and natural family
planning, while treating every
woman and child with the dignity
and love they deserve.

The Lily Pad Maternity Home
provides a long-term sanctuary
where pregnant mothers find
safety, stability, community, and
God’s love. This special home is
consecrated to St. Joseph and his
loving care of the Holy Family and
that love is reflected in the care for
each of God’s children, adult and
child, who finds refuge within its
walls.

Southwest Coalition Action
defends the sanctity of life and

exposes injustice through prayer
campaigns, public advocacy, and
community mobilization, such as
the 40 Days for Life which has
saved many lives in the El Paso
and Las Cruces region.

These are just highlights of what
each arm does. They do so much
more.

Just as the body of Christ works
through us as God’s children who
are made up of many parts — hands
to serve, arms to hug, feet to help
others walk their path, hearts to
love — Southwest Coalition has
many arms to help carry a wom-
an’s burdens through each of the
separate parts of the organization.
As Mark Cavaliere explained in
an email, “Every woman who
walks through our doors receives
truthful, compassionate care — not
politics, not propaganda.... We
don’t just talk about choice. We
empower women to choose to be
the hero of her own story — and
then thrive.”

It has been a busy eleven years
of growth, from that humble
beginning on the Las Cruces side-
walk to a multi-layered network
cooperating to provide care and
support to whoever needs it. Mark
Cavaliere is the first to say that
each success has been through the
dedicated efforts and generous
support of a multitude of people
in the El Paso/Las Cruces Border-
land area. Now comes the shining
moment when the achievements
made here become even bigger —
from local to regional and now to
the national level.

National pro-life organizers
noticed El Paso’s method of col-
laboration and working together.
Rather than fragmenting care to
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different groups, they are now
emulating Southwest Coalition
for Life. The Life Leadership
Conference is designed to bring
unprecedented collaboration in
the strategy, practical support,
and funding to assist the pro-life
movement on a national level. Our
local Southwest Coalition for Life
founder has become the Director
of Operations and Strategic Initia-
tives in this endeavor.

Before Mark Cavaliere left for
the national stage, he stated, “The
original ten-year vision that God
had placed on my heart has been
fulfilled. The foundations are
strong, the mission is thriving, we
have an amazing team, and it’s
time for new leadership to carry
it even farther, far beyond what
I could ever imagine. This is not
the end of our (El Paso) story; it’s
the beginning of a new chapter —
one so bold and groundbreaking
that an internationally recognized
leader is stepping forward to help
lead this next chapter.”

Mark Cavaliere once referred to
Southwest Coalition for Life as his
baby, the project of his heart, his
hopes, his dreams, and his way to
follow God’s will. That baby has
grown up now, and he will guide
its steps on a national platform,
but he was quick to say: “My heart
will always remain in the Border-
land.”

The mission of helping women
and children here in the Border-
land remains in good hands, espe-
cially since we will all continue to
work together, in cooperation and
love, to help those in need. How
can we go wrong if we follow the
path God has set before us? Let’s
walk God’s path together.

MAKING SENSE OF BIOETHICS

Embryo Adoption: An Open Question?

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

When it comes to the plight of
the hundreds of thousands of IVF
embryos frozen in the U.S. and
elsewhere, it is often claimed that
the Catholic Church has never
definitively addressed the liceity,
or moral allowability, of “embryo
transfer” (also known as embryo
rescue or embryo adoption).

I recently had the chance to par-
ticipate in a public debate on this
topic in Indianapolis. I argued that
the Magisterium of the Catholic
Church has, in fact, settled this
question. If we scrutinize the two
major teaching documents of the
Church dealing with this issue,
the immorality of the practice of
embryo transfer becomes clear.

The 2008 document entitled
Dignitas Personae states: “The
proposal that these embryos could
be put at the disposal of infertile
couples as a treatment for infer-
tility is not ethically acceptable”
(19). It identifies a specific situa-
tion, namely, attempting to treat

a couple’s infertility by embryo
transfer, as being always immoral.
The document then goes on to

point out that these moral objec-
tions extend beyond this single
case, so that the same set of con-
cerns will apply in other instances
where embryo transfer might be
proposed or considered:

“It has also been proposed,
solely in order to allow human be-
ings to be born who are otherwise
condemned to destruction, that
there could be a form of ‘prenatal
adoption.’ This proposal, praise-
worthy with regard to the inten-
tion of respecting and defending
human life, presents however
various problems not dissimilar to
those mentioned above.”

This passage reveals that even
when we face the stark prospect
of the outright killing of frozen
human embryos (“otherwise con-
demned to destruction”), this does
not allow us to bypass or ignore
the substantive moral objections
inherent in embryo transfer pro-
posals.

The final section of the passage
concludes with a forceful and
unambiguous assertion: “All
things considered, it needs to be
recognized that the thousands of
abandoned embryos represent a
situation of injustice which in fact
cannot be resolved.”

Despite the tragedy of the

countless embryonic humans
“frozen in time” (with thousands
more each day being added to the
stockpiles), Dignitas Personae
rejects the practice of embryo
adoption.

A second, older Church
document released in 1987 and
entitled Donum Vitae references
the “absurd fate” to which human
embryos have been exposed by
freezing them, and then notes that
there is “no possibility of their be-
ing offered safe means of survival
which can be licitly pursued” (5).
Hence, it would seem even as far
back as the late 80s, a negative
judgment had already been made
by the teaching authority of the
Church regarding the question of
embryo adoption.

In addition to there being no
morally permissible means of a
path to survival for these em-
bryos, Donum Vitae declares the
basic human right of every person
“to be conceived and to be born
within marriage and from mar-
riage.” For embryos to be “born
from marriage” points also to the
moral significance of the circum-
stances of our gestation.

Interestingly, Donum Vitae
repetitively employs the phrase,
“IVF and ET” (in vitro fertil-
ization and embryo transfer).

This conjoined phrase appears a
remarkable sixteen times through-

out the document as it seeks

to explain the ethical concerns
surrounding assisted reproductive
technologies.

The deliberate inclusion of
“ET” points to the fact that it
is not merely the “in vitro” or
“extracorporeal conception”
aspect that renders the procedure
immoral, but also that the ET step
itself violates sound ethics.

In other words, it seems that a
double moral evil can be identi-
fied in each instance of in vitro
fertilization and embryo transfer:

(1) The man-
ufacture of human beings in
glassware, outside-the-body (and
outside-the-marital-act); and

2) The importa-
tion/implantation of an outside-
the-body generated embryo into
the uterus.

Number two, of course, would
constitute an action largely synon-
ymous with “embryo adoption” or
“embryo rescue.”

Taken together, these doc-
uments point to the fact that
transferring a stranger’s embryo
into one’s wife violates the inner
structure of marital fruitfulness.

Based on these texts, we can
also begin to grasp how embryo
transfer, even motivated with the
best of intentions, nevertheless
involves a form of “pirating”
the wife’s body for designs that

are not proper to its intrinsic
order within marriage. Dignitas
Personae also compares embryo
adoption to “any form of sur-
rogate motherhood,” which the
Church teaches to be morally
unacceptable.

Couples who have done IVF
and ended up with frozen children
face an excruciatingly difficult
situation as they try to figure out
what to do with their “leftover”
embryonic offspring. I offered
some possible approaches to this
situation in a previous article (see
https://tinyurl.com/4eua5jSp).

So it is clearly problematic
to assert that embryo adoption
remains an “open question” for
Catholics. Close scrutiny of key
magisterial texts and reflection
upon the explanations provided
by those documents indicate that
the practice of embryo transfer
involves fundamentally unethical
actions.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk,
Ph.D. earned his doctorate in
neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He
is a priest of the diocese of Fall
River, MA, and serves as Senior
Ethicist at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.
See www.ncbcenter.org and www.
fathertad.com.
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Padre Wilson Cuevas

La familia humana, es la
familia de Dios, pues Jesus se
encarno en nuestra realidad; ex-
perimentando el drama de todas
las familias humanas, llevando
a su pueblo la vida en plenitud.
Por eso con la fiesta de la Sagra-
da Familia, celebramos no solo
el sufrimiento de las familias
del mundo, sino sobre todo, la
certeza de que estamos siendo
guiados por Dios por el camino
que lleva a la libertad y a la vida
para todos.

Terminamos un afio mas de
camino. Agradecemos a Dios la
alegria de las esperanzas real-
izadas. Y celebramos desde ya
las expectativas, puesto que la
mayoria de los pueblos y famili-
as todavia no han visto brillar en
el horizonte el éxodo definitivo
al que Dios nos conduce. En
efecto, Dios se fue revelando en
la vida de las personas y esa rev-
elacion paso de boca en boca, de
padre a hijo, desde los tiempos
mas antiguos. Por eso nos dio
por Mandamiento: “Honra a tu
padre y a tu madre, de modo que
prolongues tu vida,

en la tierra que Yahve tu
Dios te dard” (Exodo 20, 12).
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El Mundo Es La Familia De Dios

Este es el Mandamiento con
mas promesas, la promesa

de larga vida, ver escuchadas
las oraciones y el perdon de
los pecados. El perdon de los
pecados no solo se obtiene por
un rito externo sino también de
una actitud traducida en el amor
a los padres, sobre todo cuando
estos se encuentran en estado
de necesidad, como la pérdida
del uso de razoén. (cf. Marcos
7,8-13).

Amar, obedecer y respetar la
fuente de la vida que son los pa-
dres es amar, respetar y obede-
cer a Dios, origen de toda vida.
Los padres reproducen, en parte,
el ser de Dios que es donacion.
Ellos no producen para si, sino
para los demas. Los hijos lle-
gado a la fase adulta de la vida,
son invitados a no producir para
si, sino para los demas, perpetu-
ando la vida y amparo a los pa-
dres en la vejez. Esa propuesta
quiebra el sistema de sociedad
de consumo y de descarte, que
solo valora a las personas segin
su capacidad de producir.

Con Jesus empieza el éxodo
definitivo, de Belén a Egipto: El
drama de una familia de refugia-
dos politicos (Mateo 2, 13-15).
Egipto se volvio en los tltimos
siglos antes de Cristo en el lugar
mas seguro para los refugiados.
(hoy en dia es USA). La huida
de la Sagrada Familia hacia
Egipto recuerda la emigracion
de Jacob hacia ese mismo pais
(cf. Génesis 46, 1-4). Mateo
ve en ese hecho el comienzo

del proceso de liberador que
Jesus inaugura. A mas de Jacob
emigrante, el episodio recuer-
da también las amenazas de
muerte del faraon contra Moisés
(cf. Exodo 4,19). Pero en este
caso el faradn no se encuentra
en Egipto, sino en Judea y mas
exactamente en Jerusalén, se
trata de Herodes. Con su sistema
opresor, transformo al pais en un
lugar de esclavitud y muerte (cf.
Mateo 2,18).

En tiempo de Jesus, se espe-
raba que el Mesias, al llegar,
renovara los tiempos de Moisés,
inaugurando el nuevo y definiti-
vo éxodo de libertad y vida para
su gente.. Para que se cumpliera
lo que habia dicho el Sefior, por
el profeta: “De Egipto llame a
mi Hijo”. Estos hechos afirman
que Jests es el nuevo Moisés
que libera al pueblo; es el Hijo
obediente de

Dios, en oposicion a el hijo
rebelde; es el Mesias esperado.

José recibe en Egipto una bue-
na noticia: “El que busca matar
al niflo ya esta muerto”, se cree
que la Sagrada Familia perman-
ecid poco tiempo en el destierro.
José, investiga y termina sabien-
do que Arquéalo, sucesor de su
padre Herodes, reina en Judea
y como su padre es tan cruel y
malvado. José no se confia en
Arquéalo, por eso huye a Naza-
ret, en Galilea. Nazaret era una
aldea del interior, desconocida
en todo el Antiguo Testamento.
Jesus da inicio al nuevo pueblo
de Dios a partir de lo descono-

cido de la periferia, entre gente
a la que nadie da valor. Alli
comienza la liberacion y la vida
plena. Nazaret es el final del
Exodo y el comienzo de la vida
para los pobres y marginados.

Jesus es aquel que asume y
protege a los que son consider-
ados como el resto del pueblo.
Los pobres y oprimidos que
esperan la liberacion. Los que
tienen hambre y sed de justicia

saben que Jesus de Nazaret es
el Dios con nosotros que lucha
en favor de la libertad y de la
vida de su pueblo. San Pablo,
nos muestra la identidad cristia-
na: “Ustedes son el pueblo santo
de Dios, elegidos y amados” (cf.
Colosenses 3,12) y nos espe-
cifica lo que esto significa en
términos de relaciones sociales:
“Por eso, traten de revertirse de
misericordia, humildad, bondad,
tolerancia, paciencia y perdon”
y concluye: “Por sobre todo
tengan amor, que hace la unidad
perfecta”. Lo que hace a una
familia o Iglesia una comunidad
perfecta no es la ausencia de
faltas y dificultades entre sus
miembros, sino la capacidad
de amor sin medida, a pesar de
las dificultades y fallas de cada
persona. Algunas herramientas
para lograr estos propositos:
La Eucaristia como centro de
nuestra vida cristiana, la oracion
diaria y el amor y mutuo respeto
entre los miembros de la familia
como Cristo obro con el Padre y
con todas las personas.

Si somos buenos, nuestras ci-

January 2026

udades y familias seran optimas.
Y la convivencia fundamentada
en el amor y el respeto mutuo
nos hard proceder con aprecio
y buscando en el bien de todos.
Vamos a iniciar un nuevo afo

y podemos proponernos iniciar
bien, con santos propositos y
santa decision. Todos en este dia
nos intercambiamos deseos de
“Feliz Afio Nuevo”. En el plano
natural un ano se juzga “bueno”
segun la abundancia y también
en el plan espiritual, uno afo

es “bueno” segun los frutos de
las obras buenas, que hayas
realizado para la gloria de Dios.
Este primer dia del afio la iglesia
lo dedica a Santa Maria Madre
de Dios, junto con la Jornada de
la Paz del mundo y la bendicion
sacerdotal, que la Iglesia invoca
sobre toda la familia humana:
“El Sefor te bendiga y te prote-
ja, ilumine su rostro sobre ti y
te conceda su favor. El Sefior

se fije en ti y te conceda la paz”
Feliz y Bendecido Afio 2026.

The human family is the
family of God, because Jesus
became incarnate in our reality.
He experienced the drama of all
human families and brought his
people life in its fullness. For
this reason, with the Feast of the
Holy Family, we celebrate not
only the suffering of families
throughout the world, but above
all the certainty that we are
being guided by God along the
path that leads to freedom and
life for all.

We come to the end of
another year of our journey.

We thank God for the joy of
hopes fulfilled, and we already
celebrate the hopes that remain,
since most peoples and families
have not yet seen shine on the
horizon the definitive exodus

to which God is leading us.
Indeed, God revealed himself
in the lives of people, and that
revelation was passed on from
mouth to mouth, from parent

to child, from the most ancient
times. That is why God gave us
the commandment: “Honor your
father and your mother, so that
you may have a long life in the
land that the Lord your God is
giving you” (Exodus 20:12).

This is the commandment
with the greatest promises: the
promise of long life, of prayers
being heard, and of the forgive-
ness of sins. Forgiveness of sins
is not obtained only through an
external rite, but also through

The World Is the Family of God

an attitude expressed in love for
one’s parents, especially when
they are in a state of need, such
as the loss of reason or mental
capacity (cf. Mark 7:8-13).

To love, obey, and respect
the source of life, which is our
parents, is to love, respect,
and obey God, the source of
all life. Parents reflect, in part,
the very being of God, who is
self-giving. They do not produce
for themselves, but for others.
Children, once they reach adult-
hood, are invited not to live for
themselves, but for others, thus
perpetuating life and providing
care and protection for their
parents in old age. This propos-
al challenges the consumerist
and throwaway culture, which
values people only according to
their ability to produce.

With Jesus, the definitive
exodus begins, from Bethlehem
to Egypt: the drama of a family
of political refugees (Matthew
2:13-15). In the centuries before
Christ, Egypt had become the
safest place for refugees. Today,
that place is the United States.
The flight of the Holy Family
into Egypt recalls the migration
of Jacob to that same land (cf.
Genesis 46:1-4). Matthew sees
in this event the beginning of
the liberating process that Jesus
inaugurates. In addition to Ja-
cob’s migration, the episode also
recalls Pharaoh’s threats against
Moses (cf. Exodus 4:19). In this

case, however, the Pharaoh is
not in Egypt but in Judea, more
precisely in Jerusalem. He is
Herod, who through his oppres-
sive system turned the country
into a place of slavery and death
(cf. Matthew 2:18).

In the time of Jesus, there was
an expectation that when the
Messiah arrived, he would re-
new the days of Moses, inaugu-
rating a new and definitive ex-
odus of freedom and life for his
people. Thus was fulfilled what
the Lord had spoken through the
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called
my Son.” These events affirm
that Jesus is the new Moses who
liberates the people. He is the
obedient Son of God, in contrast
to the rebellious son. He is the
long-awaited Messiah.

While in Egypt, Joseph
receives good news: “The one
who sought to kill the child is
dead.” It is believed that the
Holy Family remained in exile
only a short time. Joseph inves-
tigates and learns that Arche-
laus, successor to his father
Herod, reigns in Judea and is as
cruel and wicked as his father.
Joseph does not trust Archelaus,
so he withdraws to Nazareth in
Galilee. Nazareth was an inland
village, unknown throughout the
Old Testament. Jesus begins the
new people of God from what is
unknown and peripheral, among
people whom no one values.
There, liberation and fullness of

life begin. Nazareth is the end of
the Exodus and the beginning of
life for the poor and the margin-

alized.

Jesus is the one who takes on
and protects those who are con-
sidered the remnant of the peo-
ple, the poor and the oppressed
who await liberation. Those
who hunger and thirst for justice
know that Jesus of Nazareth
is God-with-us, who struggles
for the freedom and life of his
people. Saint Paul shows us
Christian identity: “You are
God’s chosen ones, holy and be-
loved” (cf. Colossians 3:12). He
then explains what this means
in terms of social relation-
ships: “Clothe yourselves with
compassion, humility, kindness,
patience, and forgiveness,” and
he concludes, “Above all, put
on love, which binds everything
together in perfect unity.”

What makes a family or the
Church a perfect community
is not the absence of faults and
difficulties among its members,
but the capacity to love without
measure, despite the limitations
and failures of each person.
Some tools to achieve this are
the Eucharist as the center of
our Christian life, daily prayer,
and love and mutual respect
among family members, follow-
ing the example of Christ in his
relationship with the Father and
with all people.

If we are good, our cities and

families will flourish. Living
together, grounded in love and
mutual respect, will lead us to
act with appreciation for others
and to seek the good of all. We
are about to begin a new year,
and we can resolve to begin it
well, with holy intentions and
firm commitment. Today we ex-
change wishes of a “Happy New
Year.” On a natural level, a year
is considered “good” according
to abundance. On a spiritual
level, a year is “good” according
to the fruits of good works done
for the glory of God.

On this first day of the year,
the Church dedicates the cele-
bration to Saint Mary, Mother
of God, along with the World
Day of Peace and the priestly
blessing that the Church invokes
over the entire human family:
“May the Lord bless you and
keep you. May the Lord let his
face shine upon you and be
gracious to you. May the Lord
look upon you kindly and grant
you peace.”

Happy and Blessed New Year
2026.



2025 Distributions

% 4885297

Total Funds
1hl

4 Catholic Legacy Fun

$225,148 awarded in | y 6 — — 113

Catholic School Scholarships to
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172 Scholars
$11,155 raised on El Paso

Giving Day in support of the

Catholic Legacy Fund

325,053,788

Retired Priest Appreciation Surpassed our $25M

goal in 2025!

Endowment Fund

19th Annual Foundation

of Faith Event:

) . Let Your Hope Shine
" & with Sister Josephine

- V& Garrett, held at the

Starlight Event Center

with over 600 guests,

raised over $267,055.

Dei Gratia Award: The Christian Brothers
were honored as the recipients of the 10th
Annual Dei Gratia Award, recognizing their
lasting impact on Catholic education in
El Paso. This special honor comes during the
100th anniversary of Cathedral High School,
celebrating a century of faith, learning,
and leadership.

:1x Stewardship

The Catholic Foundation’s Stewardship program continued to inform the faithful in our Diocese about the meaning of
Stewardship and how they can practice a life of Pray, Serve, and Give. In addition, we recognized the good works of our
Diocesan community, developed a bilingual diocesan conference, and conducted the annual Mass Attendance Count.

18,419 Vicariates

2025 Mass

11,340 Attendance Count
9,329 On average, 55,786
6,343 individuals attended Mass
on the weekends of October
1 & 12 and 18 & 19.

Increased Offertory Program in West Texas

Developed successfully in the following parishes:

St. John the Apostle in Monahans, TX

ST EWARD T‘LFE YEAR w5

Sr. Silvia Chacon was named the 2025
Steward of the Year! She is the Parish
Administrator of Santa Teresa Parish in Fort
Hancock. With no resident pastor, she has
stepped into every role needed to keep
parish life thriving— parish life coordinator,
confirmation coordinator, choir director,
ministry trainer, and even caretaker of the
church grounds.

PRAY, SERVE and GIVE: A Disciple’s Guide to
Parish Stewardship will be launched in Spring
2026! Stay tuned if you are interested in
supporting your Parish Stewardship!

. Sponsored by
St. Mary in Marfa, TX ’ -

Our Lady of Peace in Alpine, TX
St. Thomas-Kermit, TX

Stewardship Conference

Every year the annual bilingual
Stewardship conference grows
in attendance! More than 150
participants attended this year
which included: clergy,
ministers, catholic school teachers

learning about a Stewardship way [ ek Inspiring a Community
of lifel - of Praying, Service & Giving

Karina Sandoval * Stewardship Coordinator ¢ ksandoval@catholicfoundationelpaso.org
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Progress Annual Ministry Appeal

Your love, support, and sacrificial generosity carried us to over $1.7 million raised and just under $1.6 million paid.
With thankful hearts, we invite you to continue this beautiful mission through the 2026 Annual Appeal.

ROGRESS (@ $1900,000 & $1,756,185

Annual Ministry Appeal- 2025 GOAL s PLEDGE

suioine H ['S @  $1,572,933 A  December 10,2025

KINGDOM ° o AS OF

“Give. Grow. Inspire. — join the Bishop’s Faith Societies.” Through Progress Annual Ministry Appeal 2025 Distributions

your generous gift of $500 or more, the legacy of our Saints lives on—
supporting ministries and sharing Christ’s love throughout our Diocese.

o o Seminarian & Education &
G|V|ng LEVEIS Diaconate Evangelization Formation
Formation $199,380 $243,000
$304,984

San Pedro de Jesus Maldonado Society — $15,000+
Our Lady of Guadalupe Society — $10,000 - $14,999
St. Patrick Society — $5,000 - $9,999

Support
Our Lady of Peace Society — $2,500 - $4,999 Programs : Pastoral
y y s 9 $ » (Stewardship & Parish Share Outreach
Immaculate Conception Society — $1,500 to $2,499 Grants) $63,000 $297,982
. 153,000
San Judas Society — $1,000 to $1,499 3153,
Guardian Angel Society — $500 to $999 As of December 16th, 2025

Our diocese is blessed with an abundance of seminarians

and deacons. Thanks to your generous donations, we are

able to ensure that they receive quality formation and
education as they become holy priests for the Diocese of El Paso.

'f Seminarian & Deacon Formation

Because of you, vocations are flourishing, future priests and
deacons are formed, and the Church is alive with hope.

Evangelization

The Annual Appeal ensures

the Holy Spirit brings about
evangelization in the life of the
Church and in the Church’s sharing
of the Gospel with others.

. Pastoral Outreach

Returning God’s Gifts
helps us follow the
teachings of Pope Leo

by reaching out to
those in need.

Together, we are sharing the
Gospel far and wide, celebrating
our heritage, enriching worship,
and forming joyful young disciples.

Your gift brings Christ to
campuses, comfort to families,
hope to immigrants, and justice
to our community.

I' Education & Formation

Donating to the Annual Ministry ~ Your sacrificial generosity is

Appeal ensures that we are able to shaping minds, forming hearts,
continue the religious education of our and preparing faithful leaders to
children and youth. serve God’s people.

e For just 33¢ a day, $10 a month, you support the annual retreat

Friends of the Foundation = ferene deacon cindicate

* Forjust 66¢ a day, $20 a month, you fund an online class from
Become a Friend of the Foundation—your monthly Tepeyac Institute for a Eucharistic Minister

gift quietly sustains our ministries, strengthens our e For $2.00 a day, less than the price of a daily cup of coffee, you

faith, and brings hope every single day. To become our provide training for a marriage preparation couple at your parish

Friend, call the Catholic Foundation today at e For $4.00 a day, less than the amount of a cell phone bill, you
donate half the tuition cost for one seminarian for one month
(915) 872-8412.

Tina Edwards-Milam ¢ Annual Appeal Director ¢ tedwards-milam@catholicfoundationelpaso.org



STEWARDSHIP GRANTS DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION SCHOLARS

A Year of Thanks from &R F0cxix

FOR THE DIOCESE OF EL PASO

As we reflect on the last year, the Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of El Paso extends
our heartfelt gratitude to our generous donors, partners, and Catholic community members
whose support makes our mission possible. Your stewardship and service throughout the
year have strengthened our parishes, schools, ministries, and charities, allowing us to serve
our Catholic community together. We thank you for being a living expression of Christ’s love
and generosity, and we offer our prayers for you and your loved ones for a blessed New Year
filled with hope, peace, and God’s abundant grace.

Think, Pray, Play

_ Stewardship
z Super=Cross

E) E [ AcRoss

1. Where Catholics gather on Sundays to receive the Eucharist

i 2. Trust in God and His promises

4. Using the time, talents, and treasures God gives us to serve
Him and others

7. Talking and listening to God with our heart and soul
9. The gifts we pass on to future generations

DOWN

1. Using our time and talents to bring Christ’s love to others
in need

3. Feeling and expressing thankfulness to God and others

5. Confidence and trust in God’s plan for the future

6. A church family led by a pastor or administrator

8. A place where students grow in knowledge and faith

Diocese TTiV/ia Parish \Woro:Scramble
i Unscramble the letters in each word to reveal the .

1. How many Seminarians are currently in e S N o

formation for the Diocese of El Paso?

1979, was the first Hispanic bishop of the US?
IAUMTALMCE OEINCNOCTP

. PRSCOU ITSRHIC
TMSO HLYO ITYNTRI

5. What saint was ordained a priest in St.
Patrick Cathedral in El Paso?

_ . . 1. TS ANSIFCR FO ASSSII
2. What is the oldest church in the Diocese of 2. EENUQ FO CEPEA
El Paso?
' o _ 3. ASERCD HETRA
3. H.ow many parishes and missions are in the 4. NAS TNOIOAN ED PDAAU
Diocese of El Paso?
5. TS HLREPAA
4. What bishop, who led El Paso from 1978 to
6. ANS DAUIJS
A
8
0.

Crossword Answer Key Diocese Trivia Answer Key Parish Word Scramble Answer Key
1 Across: Mass 5 Down: Hope 1. Fourteen 4. Bishop Patrick Flores 1. ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 6. SAN JUDAS
1 Down: Ministry 6 Down: Parish 2. Ysleta Mission, part of Our Lady 5. St. Pedro de Jesus 2. QUEEN OF PEACE 7. IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
> Across: Faith 7A .p of Mt. Carmel Parish. The parish Maldonado
iy cross: Prayer was established in 1682 and the 3. SACRED HEART 8. CORPUS CHRISTI
3 Down: Gratitude _ 8 Down: School mission completed in 1692. 4.SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA 9. MOST HOLY TRINITY
4 Across: Stewardship 9 Across: Legacy 3. 58 parishes, 13 missions 5. ST RAPHAEL



% Planned Givin g Give us a call at 915-872-8412

Top three reasons to create & leave the Catholic Foundation in your will:

O

3
%

Ensures your assets are distributed Serves as one of the easiest and Protects the people, parish,
according to your wishes most significant ways to make a ministries, Catholic school or
charitable gift charity you love

Create your legacy today!

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES: HOW TO GIVE AND RECEIVE

Charitable Gift Annuities (CGAs) are a great way to make a lasting difference for isolated
and under-resourced Catholic faith communities while receiving tax-favorable income for

you, your spouse and your children. Many supporters like charitable gift annuities because
o of their attractive payout rates and their significant impact.

Benefits to you include:

¢ Payments can be made as you prefer on an annual, quarterly or monthly basis.
¢ A portion of the payout will be tax-free.
* You receive an immediate tax receipt for a portion of your gift.

* Your gift passes to the Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of El Paso for the benefit of
your parish, ministry or catholic school outside of the estate process.

e You create your legacy of strengthening Catholic faith communities.

vy

N 4
- A I () E))> GENTITTIT
4 / \ \
: Gift of Assets '
Income + Deduction

Remainder
Comes to Us

NI : (ﬂl/ﬁ-%?
%1@ Catholic Foundation "™~ Catholic Schools LWL Parish, Ministry or Charity



