




8 - The Rio Grande Catholic December 2025

“Dear Jesus, we are so excited 
to welcome you on Christmas 
Day.

Teach us to honor you in all 
we do, think, and say.

This Advent, may we share in 
the joy of your birth, and with 
your help, spread the good news 
to all the earth.

Lord Jesus, make our hearts 
your home. Amen.”

This was the daily prayer in 
a special children’s Advent pro-
gram last year on Hallow. Such a 
simple prayer. No big words. Just 
simple faith.

Make our hearts your home. 
A prayer designed for the in-

nocence of a child. Or maybe for 
the innocence that still resides 
within us, deep down, hidden 
under layers of responsibilities, 
stashed away behind worries and 
anxiety, forgotten behind walls 
built from heavy bricks of disap-
pointments, lies, and failures.

Make our hearts your home. 

Not a home built with bricks. 
Not with walls of wood. Not 
with the harshness and disap-
pointments that abound in the 
world. 

Instead, let our arms enclose 
one another with love. Make our 
eyes shine with the light of truth 
and caring. Let the foundation 
upon which this home is built be 
the concept of supporting and 
strengthening each other. Let 
the walls of our hearts be fi rm 
enough to keep out all hatred, 
prejudice, and harsh judgment. 
Yet, may the doors of our hearts 
be open to welcome those in 
need. 

Make our hearts your home, 
Lord Jesus. 

Today. This Advent season. On 
Christmas Day and throughout 
the coming year. Invite Jesus into 
our homes and into our hearts.

How? It is too simple. Too 
childish. No, I don’t know how 
to do that. I am no longer an 
innocent child. How do I go 
about my daily life as an adult 
in a world fi lled with anger, fear, 
obligations, and all that the adult 
world throws at me. How do I do 
that?

Trust. Faith. Hope. Innocence.
Those are diffi cult words 

to fathom in our adult world. 
Trust, faith, and hope all require 
a dependence on someone or 
something that is bigger than 

ourselves. Do we have that? Can 
we fi nd where we have hidden 
it deep within our minds and 
hearts? Disappointment, fear, 
failures – these are the heavy 
bricks that cover up and hide the 
innocence, the trust, faith, and 
hope that we need.

Yet, that is what Advent is all 
about. Preparing for the birth of 
an innocent child. A child who 
did not have a home of his own 
in which to be born. He needs 
our heart to become his home. 
A child who will bring change 
into the world. He waits for us 
to continue his work, to replace 
the world’s fear and anger with 
a sense of kindness and caring 
for others so that he can change 
the world through our actions. A 
child who will save his mother 
and father with his love. Watch 
what happens when parents look 
at their baby. Watch their faces as 
the lines soften, the eyes glisten, 
and you will see the softening of 
their hearts. Every baby rescues 
the heart of the parent. Every 
child will save the world when 
we share love in the same way a 
child inspires us to love. 

Advent is about preparing our 
homes, our hearts, for the Christ 
Child. What better way to do this 
than to imitate the innocence of 
a child. Simple innocence. We 
want to believe. We want to have 
faith. We want to hope in a better 

world. We want to trust that God 
will make it a better world.

Ahh, there is the catch. God 
will make it a better world 
but only with our help. God is 
sneaky that way. He asks us 
to be his hands and feet in the 
world. After all, baby Jesus did 
not get up and gather the straw 
to make his humble bed more 
comfortable. Who had to gather 
the fresh straw? Joseph, despite 
his discouragement at the lack 
of suitable accommodations, 
and Mary, even during her labor 
pains, worked together to clean 
and make a soft bed for their 
newborn son. 

If we want to make a home for 
Jesus in our hearts, we are going 
to have to clean out the anger, the 
fear, and all that is not worthy for 
the innocent child of Bethlehem 
to lay his precious head upon. 
We must clean out our hearts and 
prepare the simpleness of our 
offering to welcome in the Christ 
Child.

Again, how do I do that? Inno-
cence. Trust. Belief. Faith.

Make our hearts your home, 
Lord Jesus. 

Live in us. Remind us of Your 
presence at all times. With every 
thought, word, and action, help 
us to be faithful to God. Jesus 
is the way, the truth, and the 
life. Help us to walk the path 
He sets before us, to be caring 

to all we meet. Help us to be a 
refl ection of God’s light of truth 
so that through our words and 
our actions, we may spread the 
message of God’s love to all the 
world. 

Simple but powerful. That is 
what our faith should be. 

Watch the face of an innocent 
child as she gazes in excitement 
and wonder at the lights on a 
Christmas tree. Help us, Lord, to 
restore our innocence and won-
der at all the ways God shows his 
love for us in the people and the 
world around us. Excite within 
our hearts a desire to welcome 
you in every moment of our day.

Before a child embarks on a 
diffi cult task, he will look to his 
parents for reassurance. Help us, 
Lord, to look to you for guidance 
in our every thought, our every 
action, and in all we say.

As we prepare this Advent to 
share in the joy of Christmas, 
help us, Lord, to become the per-
son you created us to be so that 
we remember to share your love 
every day of our lives.

Lord Jesus, make our hearts 
your home today and every day.

SIDEWALK JESUS

Janet M. Crowe

Make Our Hearts Your Home

Columnists

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL CEMETERY

The only Catholic cemetery in the El Paso area was established to serve the needs of our 
Catholic Community in their time of mourning and need. We help guide our families with 

end-of-life arrangements with pastoral care during your time of greatest need.

Facilities and Services include an intimate chapel for on-site services, 
a place for the interment of cremated remains in our columbarium 

or the chapel, and we also o� er traditional in-ground burials or in our mausoleum.

Mt. Carmel’s peaceful grounds are maintained by 
environmentally responsible reclaimed water. 

401 S. Zaragoza Road • (915) 860-0606
https://www.elpasodiocese.org/our-lady-of-mt-carmel-cemetery.html • mtcarmel@mtcarmelelp.org
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Debemos mucho y a muchos. 
Cuanta gente nos ha ayudado 
a lo largo de la vida! Miles de 
personas han prestado a Dios 
su voz, sus manos y su corazón 
para hacer posible que su amor 
paternal llegara a nosotros. Todos 
tenemos sobrados motivos para 
pasarnos la vida dando gracias! 
La gratitud es una virtud. Pero 
no es un lujo o cortesía, sino 
una deber. Y a Dios le debemos 
tanto, que nunca le agradecemos 
bastante.

Pensando en escribir este artí-
culo, se me ocurrió enviarles una 
encuesta a diez amigos selecto, 
cinco hombres y cinco mu-
jeres, con la pregunta: Enumere 
cinco razones por las cuales está 
agradecido... Me respondieron 
siete personas casi de inmediato, 
cosa que les agradezco mucho 
y analizando sus respuestas, 
encuentre varios detalles que se 
me hicieron muy interesante; uno 
fue la dificultad para expresar su 
agradecimiento solo en cinco co-
sas, cuanto tenían muchísimas... 
Dos, agradecido con quien? 
con Dios, con la vida, con mi 
familia, con los amigos o consigo 
mismo... Tres, aunque seamos 
agradecidos, siempre nos queda 
la sensación que no estamos 
agradeciendo lo suficiente a que 
siempre nos quedan personas y 
cosas por agradecer. Cuarto, casi 
siempre agradecemos más las 

cosas que recibimos que otros 
regalos más sublimes y trascen-
dentales como una enseñanza, un 
valor o un buen ejemplo que nos 
inspiro a ser mejores personas 
y quinto, tendemos a estar más 
agradecidos de los regalos reci-
entes, parece que se nos olvida 
los regalos a ayuda que tuvimos 
en la niñez, adolescencia o ju-
ventud. Las conclusiones de sus 
aportaciones son las siguientes:

Todos tenemos tantas cosas 
que agradecer a Dios!  Solo 
algunos ejemplos: El regalo de 
la VIDA, el sagrado regalo de 
despertar cada mañana, de respi-
rar, poder levantarme, mirar el 
sol del nuevo día y tener la dicha 
de comenzar un nuevo día, con 
entusiasmo y tener la capacidad 
de pensar y planear las cosas que 
deseo hacer en ese nuevo día, de 
amar, compartir y disfrutar de 
tantas cosas.... Dar gracias por el 
PAN, por tener apetito y ganas de 
comer, de beber de saborear, si 
tienes comida en la nevera, ropa 
que vestir, un CASA, un lugar 
donde dormir, cocinar, comer, 
sentarte, eres más rico que el 
75% de los habitantes de este 
mundo. Si tienes DINERO, en el 
banco, en tus tarjetas o en tu car-
tera y monedas sueltas en tu bol-
sillo, estas en el  25% de quienes 
disfrutan la riqueza de la tierra. 
Si te levantaste esta mañana con 
más salud que enfermedad... Tu 
estas bendecido que muchos que 
no llegaron ni siguiera a ver este 
día... 

Si nunca has experimenta-
do MIEDO en una situación 
de peligro, en un problema 
grande,   soledad en el encerra-
miento, la agonía de la tortura 
o el dolor de morir de hambre, 
sed o de frio... Estas  sobre 700 

millones de personas de esta 
tierra, que sufren y enfrentan 
estas situaciones o condiciones 
semejantes... Si puedes asistir a 
una IGLESIA, sin miedo a ser 
hostigado, a sufrir arresto, tortura 
o muerte... Eres envidiadas por 
eso y más bendecidas que 5 
millones de personas, que no 
tienen la libertad de hacerlo. Si 
tus PADRES están aún vivos y 
aun están casados, eres un caso 
raro pero muy especial. Si tienes 
HIJOS/AS que son tu corona y 
alegría, con los cuales te relacio-
nas y comunicas con frecuencias, 
se siente el  afecto de familia, 
eres muy afortunado y dicho-
so, muchos sufren la soledad e 
ingratitud de sus progenitores. 
Si tienes  AMIGOS/AS con los 
cuales se reúnen de vez en cuan-
do para celebrar los cumpleaños, 
asensos y otros motivos para 
celebrar en sus vidas, silente-
mente muy afortunado de tener 

amigos de verdad, que alegran y 
adorna la vida y los momentos 
especiales de celebrar los logros 
y éxitos de sus vidas. Hoy uno 
de los problemas de muchos 
seres humanos es la SOLEDAD, 
no tener amigos verdaderos, 
sentirse aislado y solos. Por eso 
muchísimos seres humanos se 
refugian en sus mascotas, casino, 
licor y telenovelas para distraerse 
y pasar el tiempo...Si puedes 
mantener tu cabeza en alto con 
una  SONRISA y ALEGRÍA  en 
el corazón, no eres normal... Eres 
único. La mayoría de los seres 
humanos viven tristes, insatis-
fechos, angustiados y sin motivo 
para sonreír y estar alegres. 
Conviértete en el apóstol de la 
alegría, sonríe lo mas que pueda 
y enseña a otros a descubrir el 
sentido del humor y porque son-
reír y dar gracias por la vida.

Es frecuente lamentarnos cuan-
do perdemos lo que queremos. 

Incluso, a veces, llegamos al 
enfado con Dios nuestro Señor. 
Sin embargo pocas veces damos 
gracias por los anos que hemos 
disfrutado de aquel ser querido, 
por 25, 40, 60 y/o 90 o más años 
de vida... Y como dice el dicho 
popular: “Mejor es haber tenido 
y amado, aunque ahora el dolor 
de su muerte sea terrible, que no 
haberle tenido nunca, pues en tal 
caso tampoco le hubiera amado. 
Mejor mil veces es amar, aunque 
se pierda lo que se ama; pues el 
amor conocido es el mayor bien 
de todos! Vemos las cosas buenas 
y agradables que tenemos como 
naturales. Raras veces se nos 
ocurre dar gracias a Dios, que 
nos la ha concedido. Somos más 
propensos a revelarnos cuando 
las perdemos que agradecerlas 
cuando las tenemos. Tenemos, 
todos, infinidad de motivos 
para estar dando GRACIAS 
constantemente! incluso en las 
adversidades que nos puedan 
sobrevenir...

Me sorprendió cuando don 
Simón me comento, el día que 
fue asaltado por unos ladrones 
que le robaron su cartera. En-
tonces el reflexiono del suceso 
lo siguiente: “Senor, ayúdame a 
estar agradecido; primero porque 
nunca antes he sido robado; 
segundo, porque aunque se lle-
varon la cartera, no me quitaron 
la vida; tercero, porque aunque 
se llevaron todo lo que tenía yo, 
no era mucho; y cuarto, porque 
fui yo quien fue robado y no qui-
en robo”  Admirable la reflexión 
de Simón, de ser capaz de ver 
aun en las cosas malas, cosas 
buenas y saber agradecer a Dios. 
Saludo y Bendiciones!

VIDA DEL ESPIRITU 

Padre Wilson Cuevas

Razones Por Las Cuales Estamos Agradecidos!

Reasons Why We Are Grateful!
We owe so much to so many. 

How many people have helped 
us throughout our lives! Thou-
sands have lent God their voices, 
their hands, and their hearts to 
make it possible for His paternal 
love to reach us. We all have 
more than enough reasons to 
spend our lives giving thanks! 
Gratitude is a virtue. But it is not 
a luxury or a courtesy, but a duty. 
And we owe God so much that 
we can never thank Him enough.

Thinking about writing this 
article, I decided to send a 
survey to ten select friends, five 
men and five women, with the 
question: list five reasons why 
you are grateful... seven people 
responded almost immediate-
ly, which I greatly appreciate, 
and analyzing their responses, 
I found several details that I 
found very interesting; one was 
the difficulty in expressing their 
gratitude in just five things, when 
they had so many... two, grateful 
to whom? With God, with life, 
with my family, with friends, or 
with myself... Third, even though 
we are grateful, we always have 
the feeling that we are not thank-
ing God enough, that there are 
always more people and things to 
be grateful for. Fourth, we almost 
always give more thanks for the 

things we receive than for other 
more sublime and transcendental 
gifts, such as a lesson, a value, 
or a good example that inspired 
us to be better people. And fifth, 
we tend to be more grateful for 
recent gifts; it seems we forget 
the gifts and help we received in 
childhood, adolescence, or youth. 
The conclusions of their contri-
butions are the following:

We all have so many things 
to thank God for! Just a few 
examples:

The gift of LIFE, the sacred 
gift of waking up each morning, 
of breathing, of being able to get 
up, looking at the sun of the new 
day and have the joy of starting 
a new day with enthusiasm,  and 
having the ability to think and 
plan the things I want to do on 
that new day, to love, share and 
enjoy so many things... give 
thanks for BREAD, for having 
an appetite and desire to eat, to 
drink, to savor. If you have food 
in the refrigerator, clothes to 
wear, a house, a place to sleep, 
cook, eat, sit, you are richer than 
75% of the inhabitants of this 
world. If you have MONEY, in 
the bank, on your cards or in 
your wallet and loose change in 
your pocket, you are in the 25% 
of those who enjoy the wealth 

of the earth. If you woke up this 
morning with more health than 
illness... you are more blessed 
than many who didn’t even live 
to see this day...

If you have never experienced 
FEAR in a dangerous situation, 
in a big problem, loneliness 
in confinement, the agony of 
torture, or the pain of dying of 
hunger, thirst, or cold... you are 
above 700 million people on this 
earth who suffer and face these 
similar situations or conditions... 
If you can attend a CHURCH 
without fear of being harassed, 
arrested, tortured, or killed... 
you are envied for that and more 
blessed than 5 million people 
who do not have the freedom to 
do so. If your PARENTS are still 
alive and still married, you are a 
rare but very special case. If you 
have CHILDREN who are your 
crown and joy, with whom you 
connect and communicate fre-
quently and you feel the affection 
of family, you are very fortunate 
and blessed. Many suffer the 
loneliness and ingratitude of their 
parents. If you have FRIENDS 
with whom you get together 
from time to time to celebrate 
birthdays, promotions, and other 
reasons to celebrate in your lives, 
feel very fortunate to have true 

friends who brighten and adorn 
life and the special moments of 
celebrating your achievements 
and successes. Today, one of the 
problems for many human beings 
is LONELINESS, not having 
true friends, feeling isolated 
and alone. That is why so many 
people take refuge in their pets, 
casinos, alcohol, and soap operas 
to distract themselves and pass 
the time... If you can keep your 
head held high with a SMILE 
and JOY in your heart, you are 
not normal... you are unique. 
Most human beings live sadly, 
dissatisfied, anxious, and without 
a reason to smile and be joyful. 
Become an apostle of joy, smile 
as much as you can, and teach 
others to discover the sense of 
humor and why they should 
smile and give thanks for life.

It is common to lament when 
we lose what we want. Some-
times, we even become angry 
with God our Lord. However, we 
rarely give thanks for the years 
we have enjoyed with that loved 
one, for 25, 40, 60, 90 or more 
years of life... and as the popular 
saying goes: “It is better to have 
had and loved, even if the pain of 
their death is now terrible, than 
never to have had them, for in 
that case I would not have loved 

them at all. It is a thousand times 
better to love, even if one loses 
what one loves; for known love 
is the greatest good of all!” We 
see the good and pleasant things 
we have as natural. We rarely 
think to thank God for the bless-
ings He has bestowed upon us. 
We are more prone to rebel when 
we lose them than to be grateful 
when we have them. We all have 
countless reasons to be constant-
ly giving thanks, even in the face 
of adversity...

I was surprised the day Don 
Simon told me about the day he 
was mugged and thieves stole his 
wallet. He reflected on the inci-
dent, saying: “Lord, help me to 
be grateful; first, because I have 
never been robbed before; sec-
ond, because although they took 
my wallet, they didn’t take my 
life; third, because although they 
took everything I had, it wasn’t 
much; and fourth, because I was 
the one who was robbed, not the 
one who committed the robbery.” 
Simon’s reflection is admira-
ble—his ability to see good even 
in bad things and to thank God. 
Greetings and blessings!
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“Honoring Loved Ones, Supporting Our Priests: 
A Día de los Muertos Celebration of Faith”

By Msgr. Arturo Bañuelas
Special to the Rio Grande

This year, two local families—
the Javier and Linda Caro family 
and the Juan and Laura Loy 
family—chose to celebrate Día 
de los Muertos in a heartfelt way. 
They prepared ofrendas to honor 
their parents and grandparents 
Mike Norman Borrego, Carmen 
Morales Duran, Alicia Villal-
pando and Juan Loy Sr.  The 
families set up beautiful altars 
– the ofrenda, to remember their 
deceased loved ones as a way 
to reconnect and lift up grateful 
memories that continue to bless 
them. The altarcito included 
many pictures of their deceased 
loved ones, personal items of the 
relative, pan de Muerto, calav-
eras, marigold fl owers (fl or de 
cempasúchil), statues of saints, 
images of the Blessed Mother, 
and other memorable symbols 
of the persons being commemo-
rated. After mass, as a tribute to 
their parents and grandparents, 
the families read from the legacy 
books recalling their extraordi-
nary lives. 

Día de los Muertos is a pro-
found expression of our Catholic 
belief in the communion of saints 
and Jesus’ promise of eternal life. 
Rooted in ancient Meso-Amer-
ican tradition and woven into 
Catholic devotion, it invites 

families to remember their loved 
ones with prayer and gratitude.

The celebrations began with 
a home Mass presided by Msgr. 
Arturo J. Bañuelas. The scrip-
tures proclaimed—“The souls of 
the just are in the hands of God” 
(Wisdom 3:1) and Jesus’ words, 
“I am the resurrection and the 
life…” (John 11:21–27)—af-

fi rmed our hope in Christ. After 
Mass, they shared stories before 
the altarcito and read from leg-
acy books capturing the humor, 
sacrifi ces, and faith of those they 
were honoring.

This gathering was made 
possible through a special Día de 
los Muertos experience offered 
by the Catholic Foundation at its 

annual dinner and auction. The 
Caro and Loy families’ generos-
ity supported the Retired Priests 
Fund. In remembering their 
loved ones, the families also hon-
ored the priests who have accom-
panied generations of Catholics 
through moments of joy, sorrow, 
and faith.

Día de los Muertos teaches us 

something essential about faith: 
remembering is holy. When we 
speak the names of our loved 
ones, tell their stories, or place 
their photos on the ofrenda, 
we proclaim that love endures 
beyond death. These moments 
of memory become moments 
of grace—reminding us of who 
we are, where we come from, 
and the God who gathers us into 
eternal life. Each act of remem-
brance proclaims quietly that the 
“souls of the just are in the hands 
of God.”

As December draws us into 
Advent and Christmas, we 
remember that the birth of Christ 
is also an invitation to hope. The 
same God who became fl esh 
to dwell with us now holds our 
loved ones close in glory. During 
this holy season, telling their 
stories, hanging their ornaments, 
cooking their favorite dishes, 
or placing their photos near the 
nativity becomes a simple proc-
lamation of faith: love is stronger 
than death, and the Light has 
come into the world. We are 
blessed to have these unique tra-
ditions to be able to enter more 
fully into the great mysteries of 
our faith.

May our remembering draw us 
closer to the God who promises 
that the “souls of the just are in 
His hands.”

Wishing you Advent blessings 
and a grace-filled Christmas

from your
Catholic Foundation family
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Embracing the Advent Season with a Grateful Heart

Abrazando la Temporada de Adviento 
con un Corazón Agradecido

By Tina Edwards Milam
Progress Ministry Appeal Director

As we come to the end of 
2025, we are reminded of what 
a truly incredible year this has 
been — one filled with both chal-
lenges and countless blessings. 
Through it all, one thing has 
remained certain: when we come 
together as a community of faith, 
united in love and service, we 
can overcome anything. We are 
stronger together than we are 
apart, and the Diocese of El Paso 
continues to shine as a beautiful 
example of that truth. We are 
El Paso Strong — and we stand 
united in faith, hope, and love.

As we enter the sacred season 
of Advent, a time of waiting and 
joyful anticipation, I am filled 
with deep gratitude. Advent calls 
us not only to prepare for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth but 
also to live out our faith through 
service, compassion, and gen-
erosity. It is a time to pause and 
recognize how blessed we have 
been — and how we, too, can be 
a blessing to others.

Through the Progress Annu-
al Ministry Appeal, we have 
witnessed the extraordinary ways 
your generosity has touched lives 
across our diocese. Your contri-
butions sustain ministries that 
form future priests and deacons, 

strengthen marriages and fami-
lies, educate our youth, and bring 
hope to those in need through the 
light of Christ. These ministries 
are the heartbeat of our diocese 
— expressions of faith, mercy, 
and love that ripple through 
generations.

Yet, as we celebrate these 
beautiful achievements, we 
are reminded that our mission 
continues. The Progress Annual 
Ministry Appeal once support-
ed 17 ministries serving our 
community; now we stand with 
15 — and we are committed to 
keeping them strong. Your con-
tinued support ensures that these 
vital ministries remain alive and 

flourishing, reaching those who 
need them most.

Each act of generosity, no 
matter the size, builds upon the 
legacy of those who gave before 
us. Together, we are building 
God’s Kingdom here on earth, 
ensuring that the beauty of our 
Catholic faith continues to bless 
our children, grandchildren, and 
all who will follow.

This Advent, may we reflect 
with grateful hearts, remember-
ing that every gift, every prayer, 
and every act of service draws 
us closer to Christ. Thank you 
for your unwavering faith, your 
trust, and your continued com-
mitment to the Progress Annual 

Ministry Appeal.
May the Good Lord bless you 

and your loved ones abundantly 
during this Holy Season. May the 
birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
fill your hearts and homes with 
peace, love, and everlasting joy, 
in Christ’s Peace and Love.

Por Tina Edwards Milam
Directora de Progreso

Al llegar al final del año 2025, 
recordamos lo verdaderamente 
increíble que ha sido este año 
— lleno tanto de desafíos como 
de innumerables bendiciones. A 
pesar de todo, algo ha permane-
cido cierto: cuando nos unimos 
como una comunidad de fe, 
guiados por el amor y el servicio, 
podemos superar cualquier cosa. 
Somos más fuertes juntos que 
separados, y la Diócesis de El 
Paso continúa brillando como un 
hermoso ejemplo de esa verdad. 
Somos El Paso Strong — firmes 
y unidos en la fe, la esperanza y 

el amor.
Al entrar en la sagrada tem-

porada de Adviento, un tiempo 
de espera y alegre anticipación, 
me lleno de profunda gratitud. 
El Adviento nos llama no solo a 
prepararnos para la celebración 
del nacimiento de Cristo, sino 
también a vivir nuestra fe a 
través del servicio, la compasión 
y la generosidad. Es un tiempo 
para detenernos y reconocer cuán 
bendecidos hemos sido — y 
cómo nosotros también podem-
os ser una bendición para los 
demás.

A través de la Campaña Anual 
para los Ministerios, Progre-
so, hemos sido testigos de las 

formas extraordinarias en que su 
generosidad ha tocado vidas en 
toda nuestra diócesis. Sus con-
tribuciones sostienen ministerios 
que forman a nuestros futuros 
sacerdotes y diáconos, fortalecen 
matrimonios y familias, educan 
a nuestros jóvenes y llevan espe-
ranza a quienes más la necesitan 
a través de la luz de Cristo. Estos 
ministerios son el corazón de 
nuestra diócesis — expresiones 
vivas de fe, misericordia y amor 
que se extienden por genera-
ciones.

Sin embargo, mientras cele-
bramos estos logros, recordamos 
que nuestra misión continúa. En 
el pasado, Progreso contaba con 

17 ministerios; hoy permanecen 
15, y estamos comprometidos a 
mantenerlos fuertes. Su apoyo 
constante garantiza que estos 
ministerios vitales sigan vivos y 
florecientes, llegando a todos los 
que más los necesitan.

Cada acto de generosidad, sin 
importar su tamaño, se suma al 
legado de quienes dieron antes 
que nosotros. Juntos, estamos 
construyendo el Reino de Dios 
aquí en la tierra, asegurando que 
la belleza de nuestra fe católi-
ca siga bendiciendo a nuestros 
hijos, nietos y a todos los que 
vendrán después.

Este Adviento, reflexionemos 
con corazones agradecidos, 

recordando que cada don, cada 
oración y cada acto de servicio 
nos acerca más a Cristo. Gracias 
por su fe inquebrantable, su con-
fianza y su continuo compromiso 
con la Campaña Anual para los 
Ministerios, Progreso.

Que el Buen Señor los bendiga 
abundantemente a ustedes y a sus 
seres queridos durante esta santa 
temporada. Que el nacimiento 
de nuestro Salvador, Jesucristo, 
llene sus corazones y hogares de 
paz, amor y alegría eterna, en la 
paz y el amor de Cristo.



12 - The Rio Grande Catholic December 2025


