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My Dynamic Duo of Two Mothers The Bridge-El Puente Turns One!

A painting depicting the arrest and martyrdom of San Pedro de Jesus Maldonado that hangs in the Church of Boca Del Río.  
For More Coverage, See Page 4. 

6LVWHU�-DQHW�VHO¿H�ZLWK�KHU�WZR�G\QDPLF�³PRWKHUV´��6W�(OL]DEHWK�
Seton and Our Lady of Guadalupe taken outside their house in 
La Union, NM For more coverage, See Page 10.

The Bridge/El Puente Radio Programming Director Joe 
*DUFLD� DQG� %LVKRS�0DUN� 6HLW]� DQQRXQFH� WKH� ODXQFK� RI� WKH�
&DWKROLF� UDGLR� VWDLRQ� IRU� WKH� ERUGHUODQG� RQH� \HDU� DJR�� )RU�
more coverage, See Page 8.

&HOHEUDWLQJ�6DQ�3HGUR�GH�-HVXV�0DOGRQDGR



 My mother, Mary, 
KDG� WKH� PRVW� DPD]LQJ� JDUGHQ���
,� UHPHPEHU� LW� ZHOO�� � 6XPPHU�
GD\V� ZHUH� VSHQW� ¿QGLQJ� ZRUPV��
playing with desert caterpillars 
DQG�KROGLQJ�ODG\EXJV�LQ�P\�KDQG���
6KH� ZRXOG� EH� JDUGHQLQJ� PRVW�
mornings and as she gardened 
VKH� ZRXOG� KDQG�PH� EXPEOHEHHV�
to hold in my hand.  She would 
WHOO�PH��³(V�XQ�DEHMRUUR�\�QR�SLFD��
KROG�LW´�DQG�WKH\�QHYHU�GLG�VWLQJ�
PH���,�UHPHPEHU�0LJXHOLWR�DORQJ�
the rock walls, madreselva on the 
fence and our favorite morning 
glory growing up and down and 
all around the house.  Their scents 
ZRXOG� ¿OO� WKH� VXPPHU� QLJKW� DLU�
WKDW�EUHH]HG�LQWR�RXU�URRPV�DV�ZH�
slept with the windows open.  My 
sisters and I would wake to pull 
the wicks out of the honeysuckle 
vine and taste the morning nectar.  
My mom raised three girls and a 
traditional Mexican garden with 
DOO� WKH� KHUEV� QHHGHG� WR� VHDVRQ�
her menudo and plants to cure a 
stomach ache.  Her time in the 
garden was therapeutic for her 
and that special time is one of the 
fondest memories I have of my 

childhood.   
 My mom inherited a 
home that my father purchased 
as a gift to his own mom with 
KLV�*,� ELOO� EHQH¿WV� DIWHU� FRPLQJ�
home from the war (World War 
II).  He promised his mom he 
would always take care of her 
and he never married until after 
she passed.  I guess you could 
say my dad was the quintessential 
0DPD¶V� ER\��FRPPLWWHG� WR�
FDUH� IRU� KLV� ¿UVW� ORYH� XQWLO� KHU�
passing.  That house raised many 
generations in my family and 
always had a thriving garden 
even to this day.  In our home two 
JDUGHQV�ZHUH�JURZQ��WKH�¿UVW�ZDV�
my grandmother’s, the second my 
mother’s.  
 My grandmother’s 
garden grew around a central 
URVHPDU\�EXVK���,W�ZDV�PRUH�OLNH�D�
WUHH�WKDQ�D�EXVK�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�VR�
large. El romero would overpower 
WKH� VFHQW� RI� DOO� WKH� RWKHU� KHUEV�
DQG�ÀRZHUV�VKH�JUHZ���7RORDFKHV�
grew along the side of the house 
and early on we were forewarned 
QRW�WR�HDW�WKHP�RU�VWLFN�RXU�¿QJHUV�
in our mouth after touching 

them.  The garden had plenty of 
different colored oleanders that 
decorated the surrounding area 
as well as a pear tree that lent us 
shade while providing the family 
fresh pears annually.  For cooking 
SXUSRVHV� VKH� JUHZ� HSD]RWH�
KHUE� WKDW� JUHZ� UDPSDQW� DORQJ�
ZLWK� WK\PH� DQG�PDUMRUDP�� � 6KH�
JUHZ� HVWD¿DWH�� DQQDWWR�� VTXDVK��
oregano, onions and lemon 
YHUEHQD�� �+HU�JDUGHQ�� RI� FRXUVH��
included the go-to medicinal 
KHUE� IRU� DQ� XSVHW� VWRPDFK�� WKH�
ZHOO�NQRZQ�KLHUEDEXHQD��,�QHYHU�
met my paternal grandmother 
EXW�JURZLQJ�XS�LQ�KHU�KRXVH�DQG�
garden gave me the feeling that I 
knew her. 
 My mom loved my 
grandmother’s garden and kept 
it growing while adding on to it. 
My mom loved chile, all kinds of 
chile, so she added to the garden 
her favorite varieties of chiles.  
My mom added pomegranate 
trees or as we called them 
³JUDQDGDV´���$V�NLGV�ZH�ORYHG�WR�
use the granadas as weapons.  We 
would throw them at each other 
KDUG�HQRXJK�WR�OHDYH�VWUDZEHUULHV�

RQ� RXU� VNLQ� DQG� EUHDN� RSHQ� VR�
we could eat the inside.   Who 
would have guessed there were 
VR�PDQ\�KHDOWK�EHQH¿WV�JURZLQJ�
LQ� RXU� RZQ� EDFN\DUG� DUVHQDO���
My mother also added, tomatillo 
plants, watermelons, lantana 
EXVKHV� DQG� PDQ\�� PDQ\� URVH�
EXVKHV�� � 6KH�ZRXOG� VSHQG� KRXUV�
with her roses.  My dad, an avid 
Polaroid photographer, took 
pictures every year of my mom 
posing with her roses.  For six 
years after she passed he placed 
roses from her garden in her 
EHGURRP�DOPRVW�GDLO\��
 Soon after my mom’s 
GHDWK� VRPH� RI� WKH� ÀRZHUV� DQG�
plants she tended in her house 
started popping up around my 
home, the house I lived in at the 
WLPH�ZLWK�P\�KXVEDQG� DQG� NLGV���
)LUVW�WR�SRS�XS�ZHUH�FKLOH�EXVKHV�
and then toloaches.  Huge lantana 
EXVKHV� DQG� WKHQ� GHVHUW� OLOLHV�
VWDUWHG� WR� JURZ�� � ,�� EHLQJ� ³WRR�
EXV\´� WR� JDUGHQ�� ZRXOG� UHPRYH�
these plants from the roots and 
then a few weeks later there they 
were again.  These plants from my 
mom’s garden that were invading 

P\�KRXVH�ZHUH�LQYLQFLEOH��DOPRVW�
super plants.  They would not 
GLH� RU� OHDYH� DQG� WKH\� MXVW� NHSW�
FRPLQJ� EDFN� HDFK� WLPH� ,� KDG�
them removed. These plants even 
VXUYLYHG�WKH�VHYHUH�ZLQWHU�IUHH]H�
we had a few years ago.  Nothing 
VXUYLYHG� WKDW� IUHH]H�� �(YHQWXDOO\�
it was useless so I stopped trying 
to kill them.  We no longer own 
WKDW�KRXVH�EXW�DV�,�ORRN�EDFN�QRZ�
,� WKLQN�PD\EH� VKH�ZDV� WU\LQJ� WR�
tell me something. It was as if 
she was trying to talk to me from 
the afterworld. I know now she 
ZDV� SUREDEO\� WHOOLQJ� PH� WR� VWRS�
EHLQJ� WRR� EXV\� WR� JDUGHQ�� � 6KH�
was telling me to stop and smell 
the roses. Mom, this time I’m 
listening.  
 The Diocese of El Paso 
LV� EXLOGLQJ� D� FRPPXQLW\� JDUGHQ�
at the Pastoral Center in honor of 
Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato 
Si.  We have decided a community 
garden is a perfect way to engage 
with our community in caring 
for our common home.  It is also 
an opportunity for us to live out 
VRPH�RI� -HVXV¶�SDUDEOHV�� � �*RG¶V�
¿UVW�DFW�RI�FUHDWLRQ�ZDV�EXLOGLQJ�
a garden, The Garden of Eden.  
In our community garden we 
can experience the life and death 
of Jesus in the act of planting a 
VHHGOLQJ� DQG� ZDWFKLQJ� LW� EXUVW�
into life, a new creation.  There 
exists so many wonderful and 
worshipful lessons we can learn 
and share.  Our community 
JDUGHQ� FDQ� EHFRPH� DQRWKHU�
demonstration of God’s promise 
for our future.  
 Our community garden 
is in it’s infancy right now with 
MXVW� WZR� FDQRSLHV�� FLQGHU� EORFNV�
DQG�D�EHDXWLIXOO\�FUDIWHG�LURQ�JDWH���
%XW�VRRQ�ZH¶OO�EH�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�
EHGV�DQG�FRPH�WKLV�0DUFK�ZH�ZLOO�
EH� KRVWLQJ� GHPRQVWUDWLRQV� ZLWK�
our friends the Master Gardeners.  
I invite you, our readers, and 
our surrounding communities to 
SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� SODQWLQJ�
E\� DGRSWLQJ� D� EHG�� 2U� \RX� FDQ�
MXVW� FRPH�RXW� DQG�KHOS�XV�SODQW���
Join me in this new venture as 
we garden in a profound act of 
worship. It looks like this time, 
,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�EH�busy gardening.  
3OHDVH� MRLQ�PH� DV� ,� SUD\� IRU�P\�
DQFHVWRUV¶�JUHHQ�WKXPEV�

The Community Garden at The 
Pastoral Center is located at 
8330 Park Haven Ave. 79907
For more information please 
email nramos@elpasodiocese.
org or call 915.872.8414.

Nancy Ramos
Director/Editor

Growing Soon!
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 On a Thursday, 
January 25th, of 1918 a small 
group gathered in St. Patrick’s, 
the recently dedicated Cathedral 
of the newly formed Diocese 
RI� (O� 3DVR� DQG� RXU� ¿UVW� ELVKRS��
Joseph Schuler, Ordained to 
the Priesthood a young man 
from Chihuahua, Mexico.  
His name was Pedro de Jesus 
Maldonado.  He came to El Paso 
IRU� KLV� 2UGLQDWLRQ� EHFDXVH� KLV�
RZQ� ELVKRS� ZDV� EHLQJ� WUHDWHG�
in Mexico City for an illness.  
%HVLGHV�� SXEOLF� ZRUVKLS� ZDV� D�
risky activity in Chihuahua in 
those days during the Mexican 
Revolution and prior to the 
Cristero War.  
 Pedro prostrated himself 
XSRQ� WKH� ÀRRU� RI� WKH� &DWKHGUDO�
as the Litany of the Saints was 
LQYRNHG� DQG� WKH� ELVKRS� DGGHG�
his petition that the Holy Spirit 
would consecrate this young 
man to priestly service.  After 
the prayer Pedro approached the 
ELVKRS�ZKR� VROHPQO\� ODLG�KDQGV�
upon his head.  
� $V� 3HGUR� NQHOW� EHIRUH�
KLP� WKH� ELVKRS� FRQWLQXHG� ZLWK�
the consecratory prayer asking 

that God would renew within him 
the Spirit of holiness and that he 
PLJKW� EH� D� IDLWKIXO� VWHZDUG� RI�
God’s Mysteries.  Bishop Schuler 
prayed that through Pedro God’s 
SHRSOH� ZRXOG� EH� UHQHZHG� LQ�
WKH� ZDWHUV� RI� UHELUWK� WKURXJK�
Baptism, nourished at God’s altar 
through the Eucharist, reconciled 
through the Sacrament of Penance 
DQG�WKDW�WKH�VLFN�PLJKW�EH�UDLVHG�
up through the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick.
� 6R� EHJDQ� WKH�
priestly service of this young 
&KLKXDKXDQ�� 3UHVXPDEO\� KLV�
¿UVW�0DVV�ZRXOG�DOVR�KDYH�EHHQ�
FHOHEUDWHG� LQ� (O� 3DVR� DOWKRXJK�
WKH�IRUPDO�FHOHEUDWLRQ�WRRN�SODFH�
LQ�&KLKXDKXD�RQ�)HEUXDU\���WK�RI�
that year.  
 He served at the parish 
of San Nicolás de Carretas for 
D� QXPEHU� RI� \HDUV�� �$W� WKH� WLPH�
of his arrival an epidemic was 
spreading among the people there 
and he served them without fear.  
Then in 1924 he was assigned to 
WKH� SDULVK� RI� 6DQ� ,VDEHO�� VRXWK�
of Chihuahua.  He energetically 
VHW� DERXW� WHDFKLQJ� WKH� IDLWK�
sometimes using songs and 

dramas to convey the message.  
He initiated Nocturnal Adoration 
LQ�KLV�'LRFHVH�DQG�KH�HVWDEOLVKHG�
WKH�¿UVW�&RXQFLO�RI�WKH�.QLJKWV�RI�
&ROXPEXV�
 Although the Cristero 
War had ended great antipathy 
toward the Church continued 
in Chihuahua.  In 1934 Fr. 
0DOGRQDGR� ZDV� GHSRUWHG� E\�
WKH� JRYHUQPHQW� WR� (O� 3DVR� EXW�
he quickly returned to serve his 
SHRSOH���8SRQ�KLV�UHWXUQ�KH�EHJDQ�
living in hiding in a small village 
RXWVLGH� RI� 6DQWD� ,VDEHO� QDPHG�
Boquilla del Río.  
 On Ash Wednesday, 
)HEUXDU\� ��WK� RI� ������ DIWHU�
hearing Confessions, Fr. Pedro 
ZDV�FDSWXUHG�E\�D�JURXS�RI�SROLFH�
and others.  He was marched 
EDUHIRRW� LQWR� WKH� FLW\� KDOO� RI�
6DQ� ,VDEHO� IROORZHG� E\� IDLWKIXO�
women of the parish.  There 
KH� ZDV� EUXWDOO\� EHDWHQ� E\� FLW\�
RI¿FLDOV���6WUXFN�LQ�WKH�KHDG�E\�D�
SLVWRO�KH�IHOO�WR�WKH�ÀRRU�FRYHUHG�
LQ� EORRG�� � 7KH� SL[� ¿OOHG� ZLWK�
hosts he was carrying fell out 
and one of his attackers forced 
KLP� WR� FRQVXPH� WKHP� EHIRUH� KH�
lost consciousness.  It was his last 

Communion, Viaticum.  
� 7KH� QH[W� GD\�� )HEUXDU\�
����������RQ�WKH���WK�$QQLYHUVDU\�
of his First Mass, Fr. Pedro de 
Jesus Maldonado died.  His Faith, 
his courage and his dedication to 
the service of God’s people has 
QHYHU� EHHQ� IRUJRWWHQ�� � 2Q� 0D\�
21st, of 2000, Fr. Maldonado 
along with 24 other martyrs of the 
&ULVWHUR�:DU�ZDV�FDQRQL]HG�DV�D�
6DLQW�E\�3RSH�-RKQ�3DXO�,,�
 It is with great pride 
that we in El Paso recall our 
VLJQL¿FDQW� UROH� LQ� 6DQ� 3HGUR¶V�
life!  It was here in our Cathedral 
that he received the gift of the 
Spirit and his call to service as a 
SULHVW�ZDV�FRQ¿UPHG���,�KRSH�\RX�

ZLOO� MRLQ�PH� DV�ZH� JDWKHU� DW� 6W��
Patrick’s Cathedral along with 
WKH� $UFKELVKRS� RI� &KLKXDKXD��
PHPEHUV�RI�KLV�IDPLO\�DQG�PDQ\�
others on Thursday, January 
��WK� DW� ����� S�P�� WR� FHOHEUDWH�
the Centenary of his Ordination.  
Check the entire schedule of 
events which will take place that 
week.  
 We here in El Paso can 
make a claim few communities 
FDQ�PDNH��ZH�KDYH�D�6DLQW���6DQ�
Pedro de Jesus Maldonado, pray 
for us!
Bp. Mark
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InSeitz Into The Faith
By

Bishop
Mark J. Seitz

We Have A Saint!

¡Tenemos un Santo!
� (O�MXHYHV����GH�(QHUR�GH�
1918 un pequeño grupo se reunió 
en la Iglesia San Patricio, la 
recientemente dedicada Catedral 
de la recién formada Diócesis en 
El Paso y donde nuestro primer 
2ELVSR�� -RVHSK� 6FKXOHU�� RUGHQy�
DO� 6DFHUGRFLR� D� XQ� MRYHQ� GH�
&KLKXDKXD�� 0p[LFR�� 6X� QRPEUH�
era Pedro de Jesús Maldonado. 
El vino a El Paso para ordenarse 
como sacerdote porque su propio 
2ELVSR� HVWDED� VLHQGR� WUDWDGR�
en la Ciudad de México por 
una enfermedad. Además, el 
FXOWR� S~EOLFR� HUD� XQD� DFWLYLGDG�
arriesgada en Chihuahua en 
esos días durante la Revolución 
Mexicana y antes de la Guerra 
Cristera.
 Pedro se postró en el 
piso de la Catedral cuando se 
invocó la letanía de los santos y el 
RELVSR�DxDGLy�VX�SHWLFLyQ�GH�TXH�
el Espíritu Santo consagrara a 
HVWH� MRYHQ�DO� VHUYLFLR�VDFHUGRWDO��
Después de la oración, Pedro 
VH� DFHUFy� DO� 2ELVSR�� TXLHQ�
solemnemente le puso las manos 

HQ�OD�FDEH]D�
 Cuando Pedro se 
DUURGLOOy� DQWH� pO�� HO� 2ELVSR�
continuó con la oración 
consagrada pidiendo que Dios 
renovara en su interior el Espíritu 
de santidad y que pudiera ser un 
¿HO�DGPLQLVWUDGRU�GH�ORV�0LVWHULRV�
GH� 'LRV�� (O� 2ELVSR� 6FKXOHU� RUy�
para que por medio de Pedro el 
SXHEOR� GH� 'LRV� IXHVH� UHQRYDGR�
en las aguas del renacimiento por 
el Bautismo, nutrido en el altar 
de Dios a través de la Eucaristía, 
reconciliado por el Sacramento de 
la Penitencia y que los enfermos 
pudieran ser resucitados por el 
Sacramento de la Unción de los 
Enfermos.
� $Vt� FRPHQ]y� HO�
VHUYLFLR� VDFHUGRWDO�GH�HVWH� MRYHQ�
Chihuahuense. Es de suponer 
TXH� VX� SULPHUD� 0LVD� WDPELpQ�
VH� KDEUtD� FHOHEUDGR� HQ� (O� 3DVR��
DXQTXH� OD� FHOHEUDFLyQ� IRUPDO�
tuvo lugar en Chihuahua, el 11 de 
IHEUHUR�GH�HVH�PLVPR�DxR�
 Presto sus servicios 
en la parroquia de San Nicolás 

de Carretas durante varios 
años. En el momento de su 
OOHJDGD�� XQD� HSLGHPLD� VH� HVWDED�
extendiendo entre la gente de 
allí y él les servía sin temor. 
Luego, en 1924, fue asignado a 
OD�SDUURTXLD�GH�6DQ�,VDEHO��DO�VXU�
de Chihuahua. Enérgicamente se 
dedicó a enseñar la fe, a veces 
usando canciones y dramas para 
WUDQVPLWLU� HO� PHQVDMH�� ,QLFLy�
la Adoración Nocturna en su 
'LyFHVLV� \� HVWDEOHFLy� HO� SULPHU�
&RQVHMR� GH� ORV� &DEDOOHURV� GH�
Colón.
 Aunque la guerra de 
ORV� &ULVWHURV� KDEtD� WHUPLQDGR��
FRQWLQXDED� XQD� JUDQ� DQWLSDWtD�
hacia la Iglesia en Chihuahua. 
En 1934 el Padre Maldonado 
IXH� GHSRUWDGR� SRU� HO� JRELHUQR�
a El Paso, pero él se regresó 
rápidamente para servir a su 
SXHEOR�� $� VX� UHJUHVR�� FRPHQ]y�
a vivir escondido en un pequeño 
SXHEOR� D� ODV� DIXHUDV� GH� 6DQWD�
,VDEHO��OODPDGD�WDPELpQ�%RTXLOOD�
del Río.
� (O� ��� GH� IHEUHUR� GH�

������ 0LpUFROHV� GH� &HQL]D��
después de escuchar confesiones, 
el Padre Pedro fue capturado 
por un grupo de policías y otras 
SHUVRQDV�� /R� OOHYDURQ� GHVFDO]R�
DO� D\XQWDPLHQWR� GH� 6DQ� ,VDEHO�
VHJXLGR� GH� PXMHUHV� ¿HOHV� GH� OD�
SDUURTXLD�� $OOt� IXH� EUXWDOPHQWH�
golpeado por los funcionarios de 
OD�FLXGDG��*ROSHDGR�HQ�OD�FDEH]D�
por una pistola, cayó al suelo 
FXELHUWR�GH�VDQJUH��/D�FRSD�OOHQD�
GH� FRQVDJUDFLRQHV� TXH� OOHYDED�
se cayó y uno de sus atacantes 
OR�REOLJy�D�FRQVXPLUORV�DQWHV�GH�
perder el conocimiento. Fue su 
última Comunión, el Viático (la 
Eucaristía otorgada a una persona 
cercana o en peligro de muerte).
 Al día siguiente, el 11 
GH� IHEUHUR� GH� ������ HQ� HO� ��� ��
aniversario de su primera Misa, el 
Padre  Pedro de Jesús Maldonado 
PXULy�� 6X� IH�� VX� FRUDMH� \� VX�
GHGLFDFLyQ�DO�VHUYLFLR�GHO�SXHEOR�
de Dios nunca han sido olvidados. 
El 21 de mayo del 2000, el Padre 
0DOGRQDGR�� MXQWR� FRQ� RWURV� ���
mártires de la Guerra de los 

&ULVWHURV�� IXH� FDQRQL]DGR� FRPR�
6DQWR�SRU�HO�3DSD�-XDQ�3DEOR�,,�
 ¡Es con gran orgullo 
que en El Paso recordamos 
nuestro importante papel en la 
vida de San Pedro! Fue aquí en 
QXHVWUD� &DWHGUDO� GRQGH� UHFLELy�
el don del Espíritu y donde 
su llamado al servicio como 
VDFHUGRWH�IXH�FRQ¿UPDGR��(VSHUR�
que nos acompañen cuando nos 
reunamos en la Catedral de San 
3DWULFLR�� MXQWR� FRQ� HO�$U]RELVSR�
GH� &KLKXDKXD�� PLHPEURV� GH� VX�
familia y muchas otras personas. 
(O�MXHYHV����GH�HQHUR��D�ODV������
S�P�� SDUD� FHOHEUDU� HO�&HQWHQDULR�
GH� VX� 2UGHQDFLyQ�� 9HUL¿TXH� HO�
calendario completo de eventos 
que tendrá lugar esa misma 
semana.
 Aquí en El Paso 
podemos hacer un reclamo que 
pocas comunidades pueden 
KDFHU�� £WHQHPRV� XQ� 6DQWR�� £6DQ�
Pedro de Jesús Maldonado, ruega 
por nosotros!
2ELVSR�0DUN
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&HOHEUDWLQJ�6DQ�3HGUR�GH�-HVXV�0DOGRQDGR
20th Century Martyr and Saint

 Can you ever imagine 
WKH� &DWKROLF� &KXUFK� EHLQJ�
outlawed in Mexico?  For over 
���\HDUV� LQ�0H[LFR� WKH�&DWKROLF�
Church actually was outlawed 
which at one time meant the 
Church could not own property, 
have schools, monasteries and 
convents.  For a period of time 
the Church in Mexico could only 
KDYH�D�UHVWULFWHG�QXPEHU�RI�SULHVWV�
and it could not defend itself 
SXEOLFO\� RU� LQ� WKH� FRXUW� V\VWHP���
During the 1920’s Mexicans 
ZHUH�MDLOHG�IRU�ZHDULQJ�UHOLJLRXV�
LWHPV�DQG�ZRUVKLSSLQJ� LQ�SXEOLF�
ZDV� SXQLVKDEOH� E\� KDQJLQJ� RU�
E\� ¿ULQJ� VTXDG�� 7KH� 0H[LFDQ�
government did everything in 
LWV� SRZHU� WR� EDUHO\� DOORZ� WKH�
Catholic Church in Mexico to 
exist.  This was an attack on the 
Catholic Church in Mexico and 
OHG�WR�DQ�LQWHUQDO�EDWWOH�NQRZQ�DV�
the Cristero War.
 The Cristero War also 
NQRZQ�DV� WKH�&ULVWHUR�5HEHOOLRQ�
(La Cristiada) took place in 
Mexico from 1926-1929.  With 
VXFK� VHYHUH� UHVWULFWLRQV� EHLQJ�
placed on Mexican Catholics, 
JRYHUQPHQW� FRQ¿VFDWLRQ� RI�
Catholic Church properties and 
the deportation, imprisonment 
and murder of clergy many 
churches decided to close and 
go underground. During this 
time many Catholic faithful took 
up arms to defend their right 
to religious freedom.  Close to 
50,000 people eventually made 
XS� WKH� UHEHOOLRQ� IRUFH� ZLWK� WKH�
UDOO\LQJ�FU\��³9LYD�&ULVWR�5H\�´
 The Cristero War not 
only impacted Mexico, it also 
impacted the United States with 
mass emigration or modern day 
exodus from primarily the west 
central region of Mexico into the 
Southwest and Midwest United 
States.  Literally thousands 
RI� 0H[LFDQ� FLWL]HQV�� PRVWO\�
Catholic, left their war torn 
country in droves.  Believe it or 
not the Catholic Church was not 

restored as a legal 
entity in Mexico until 
1992!  This painful 
history for Mexico is 
still relatively recent.
 O n e 
UHPDUNDEOH�SULHVW�ZKR�
was martyred and 
HYHQWXDOO\� FDQRQL]HG�
as a saint, was 
Chihuahua city’s very 
own St. Pedro de Jesús 
Maldonado Lucero.   
Born in Chihuahua, 
Chihuahua, on June 
15, 1892, he entered 
VHPLQDU\�DW�DJH�����+H�
would say his purpose 
DV� D� VHPLQDULDQ� ZDV��
³� ,� WKRXJKW� RI� KDYLQJ�
my heart always 
in heaven, in the 
WDEHUQDFOH� ³� ZKLFK�
EHFDPH� WKH� LGHDO� RI�
his life and source 
of all his priestly 
activity.  Due to the 
EHJLQQLQJ� RI� ZKDW�
ZRXOG�EHFRPH�D�YHU\�
dire political situation in Mexico 
he came to El Paso in 1914 to 
study for the priesthood.  He 
ZDV�RUGDLQHG�LQ������E\�WKH�¿UVW�
ELVKRS�LQ�WKH�'LRFHVH�RI�(O�3DVR��
Bishop Anthony Joseph Schuler 
in our very own St. Patrick 
Cathedral.  
 He returned to 
Chihuahua to serve in San 
Nicolás de Carretas knowing very 
well what the dangers were of 
EHLQJ�D�&DWKROLF�SULHVW�LQ�0H[LFR�
at the time. In 1924, he served as 
SDULVK� SULHVW� RI� 6DQWD� ,VDEHO� LQ�
Chihuahua.  His enthusiasm with 
the children’s Sunday school 
and Adorations of the Blessed 
Sacrament made him well known 
DQG�OLNHG�E\�PDQ\�SDULVKLRQHUV��
 In 1929, President 
Plutarco Elías Calles accepted 
agreements with Mexican 
ELVKRSV� WKDW� FKXUFKHV� FRXOG�
UHWXUQ� WR� FHOHEUDWLQJ� PDVV��
Despite the agreements the 

Mexican government continued 
persecuting priests and Catholics 
and violence against the Church 
continued to worsen.
 In 1934, Father 
Maldonado was deported from 
6DQWD� ,VDEHO� WR� (O� 3DVR�� 7H[DV���
He returned to his parish in 
Mexico as soon as he could, 
staying in Boquilla del Río close 
WR� KLV� 6DQWD� ,VDEHO� SDULVK�� � � 2Q�
)HE�� ���� ������$VK�:HGQHVGD\��
after hearing confessions, he was 
FDSWXUHG� E\� D� JURXS� RI� DUPHG�
PHQ�DQG�WKHQ�EHDWHQ�PHUFLOHVVO\���
During the vicious attack in a 
PRVW�VDUFDVWLF�JHVWXUH�E\�RQH�RI�
his attackers, he was given the 
Eucharist to eat.  He died the next 
PRUQLQJ� RQ� 7KXUVGD\� )HEUXDU\�
11.
 This January 25th, 2018 
marks the 100th year anniversary 
of St. Pedro de Jesús Maldonado’s 
ordination to the priesthood.  In a 
ZHHN� ORQJ� VHULHV� RI� FHOHEUDWRU\�
events from January 22 to January 

���ZH�ZLOO�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�OLIH�DQG�
death of this extraordinary saint 
from our region who stood up to 
his government for his God and 
Church.
� 3OHDVH� MRLQ� WKH�'LRFHVH�
of El Paso for the following 
HYHQWV��
Monday, January 22nd Guest 
Speaker Fr. Gustavo Sanchez 
Prieto of the Archdiocese of 
Chihuahua speaks on the 
Martyrdom of San Pedro de 
Jesus Maldonado at St. Patrick 
Cathedral at 7:00 pm

Tuesday, January 23rd San 
Pedro de Jesus Maldonado 
Musical Performed by Tepeyac 
Institute at Bowie High School 
Auditorium at 7pm

Wednesday, January 24th Panel 
Discussion of San Pedro de 
Jesus Maldonado by survivors 
of the Cristero Movement, 
family and friends of the saint 
at St. Patrick Cathedral at 7:00 
pm

Thursday, January 25th 
Centennial Anniversary Mass 
of the Ordination of San Pedro 
de Jesus Maldonado at St. 
Patrick Cathedral at 7:00 pm

Friday, December 26th  Holy 
Hour  led by Fr. Fernando 
Zapata Maldonado,  Priest of 
the Archdiocese of Chihuahua 
and Grandnephew of San 
Pedro de Jesus Maldonado  at 
St. Patrick Cathedral at 7:00 
pm.

Cañon de Namurachi makeshift altar where San Pedro de Jesus Maldonado once celebrated mass in 
hiding during the Cristeros era.

Remains of San Pedro de Jesus Maldonado in the Catedral 
Metropolitana de Chihuahua

By Nancy Ramos, Rio Grande Catholic Editor
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� ¢$OJXQD� YH]� WH� KDV�
imaginado que la Iglesia Católica 
estuviese fuera de la ley, en 
0p[LFR"� 3RU� PiV� GH� ��� DxRV��
en México, la Iglesia Católica, 
fue proscrita, lo que en un 
WLHPSR� VLJQL¿Fy� TXH� OD� ,JOHVLD�
no podía poseer propiedades, 
tener escuelas, monasterios y 
conventos. Durante un período 
de tiempo, la Iglesia en México 
solo podía tener un número 
restringido de sacerdotes y no 
SRGtD� GHIHQGHUVH� � S~EOLFDPHQWH�
R�HQ�HO�VLVWHPD�MXGLFLDO��'XUDQWH�
la década de 1920, los mexicanos 
fueron encarcelados por llevar 
REMHWRV� UHOLJLRVRV� \� KDFHU�
DGRUDFLyQ�HQ�S~EOLFR�VH�FDVWLJDED�
con ahorcamiento o fusilamiento. 
(O� JRELHUQR� PH[LFDQR� KL]R�
WRGR� OR� TXH� HVWDED� HQ� VX� PDQR�
para no permitir que existiera 

la Iglesia Católica en México. 
Esto origino un fuerte ataque a 
la Iglesia Católica, en México, 
OR� FXDO� FRQGXMR� D� XQD� EDWDOOD�

interna conocida como la Guerra 
Cristera. 
 La Guerra Cristero 
WDPELpQ� FRQRFLGD� FRPR� OD�
5HEHOLyQ� &ULVWHUD� �/D� &ULVWLDGD��
tuvo lugar en México desde 
����������� 'HELGR� D� ODV�
severas restricciones impuestas 
a los católicos mexicanos, la 
FRQ¿VFDFLyQ� JXEHUQDPHQWDO� GH�
propiedades de la Iglesia Católica 
y la deportación, encarcelamiento 
y asesinato del clero, muchas 
iglesias decidieron cerrar y pasar 
a la clandestinidad. Durante este 
WLHPSR�� PXFKRV� ¿HOHV� FDWyOLFRV�
tomaron las armas para defender 
VX�GHUHFKR�D�OD�OLEHUWDG�UHOLJLRVD��
Cerca de 50,000 personas 
¿QDOPHQWH�IRUPDURQ�OD�IXHU]D�GH�
OD�UHEHOLyQ�FRQ�HO�JULWR�GH�JXHUUD��
³£9LYD�&ULVWR�5H\�´�
 La Guerra de los 
Cristeros no solo afectó a 
0p[LFR��VLQR�TXH�WDPELpQ�DIHFWy�
a los Estados Unidos con la 
emigración masiva o el éxodo 
moderno de la región centro 
oeste de México hacia el suroeste 
y el medio oeste de los Estados 
8QLGRV�� /LWHUDOPHQWH�� EDQGDGDV�
de ciudadanos mexicanos, en su 
PD\RUtD� FDWyOLFRV�� DEDQGRQDURQ�
su país devastado por la guerra 
en masa. Créalo o no, ¡la Iglesia 
Católica no fue restaurada como 

entidad legal en 
México hasta 1992! 
Esta es una dolorosa 
historia para México 
y es relativamente 
reciente.
� 8Q� QRWDEOH�
sacerdote quien 
IXHVH� PDUWLUL]DGR�
\� ¿QDOPHQWH�
FDQRQL]DGR� FRPR�
un santo, fue el 
mismísimo San 
Pedro de Jesús 
Maldonado Lucero, 
de la ciudad de 
Chihuahua. Nacido 

en Chihuahua, Chihuahua, el 
��� GH� MXQLR� GH� ������ LQJUHVy�
HQ� HO� VHPLQDULR� D� ORV� ��� DxRV��
Diría que su propósito como 

VHPLQDULVWD� HUD�� ³3HQVp� HQ� WHQHU�
PL� FRUD]yQ� VLHPSUH� HQ� HO� FLHOR��
HQ� HO� WDEHUQiFXOR´�� OR� FXDO� VH�
convirtió en el ideal de su vida 
y fuente de toda su actividad 
VDFHUGRWDO�� 'HELGR� DO� FRPLHQ]R�
de lo que se convertiría en una 
situación política muy grave en 
México, él vino a El Paso en 1914 
para estudiar para el sacerdocio. 
Fue ordenado en 1918 por el 
SULPHU� RELVSR� GH� OD� 'LyFHVLV�
GH� (O� 3DVR�� HO� RELVSR� $QWKRQ\�
Joseph Schuler, en nuestra propia 
Catedral San Patricio.
 Regresó a Chihuahua 
para servir en San Nicolás de 
&DUUHWDV�� VDELHQGR� PX\� ELHQ�
cuáles eran los peligros de ser 
un sacerdote católico en México, 
en ese momento. En 1924, se 
desempeñó como párroco de 
6DQWD� ,VDEHO� HQ� &KLKXDKXD��
Su entusiasmo con la escuela 
dominical de niños y Adoraciones 
GHO�6DQWtVLPR�6DFUDPHQWR�OR�KL]R�
conocido y querido por muchos 
feligreses.
 En 1929, el presidente 
Plutarco Elías Calles aceptó 
DFXHUGRV� FRQ� ORV� RELVSRV�
mexicanos para que las iglesias 
SXGLHUDQ� UHJUHVDU� D� FHOHEUDU� OD�
misa. A pesar de los acuerdos, 
HO� JRELHUQR� PH[LFDQR� FRQWLQXy�
persiguiendo a sacerdotes y 
católicos y la violencia contra la 
Iglesia continuó empeorando.
 En 1934, el padre 
Maldonado fue deportado de 
6DQWD� ,VDEHO� D� (O� 3DVR�� 7H[DV��
Regresó a su parroquia en 
México tan pronto como pudo, 
quedándose en Boquilla del 
Río, cerca de su parroquia de 
6DQWD� ,VDEHO�� (O� ��� GH� IHEUHUR�
GH� ������ PLpUFROHV� GH� FHQL]D��
después de escuchar confesiónes, 
fue capturado por un grupo 
GH� KRPEUHV� DUPDGRV� \� OXHJR�
golpeado sin piedad. Durante 
el cruel ataque en un gesto 
muy sarcástico por uno de sus 
atacantes, se le dio la Eucaristía 
para comer. El murió a la mañana 
VLJXLHQWH��MXHYHV����GH�IHEUHUR�GH�
�����

 
 

Por favor, Únase a la Diócesis 
de El Paso para los siguientes 
HYHQWRV��
Lunes, 22 de enero, Orador 
invitado; Gustavo Sánchez 
Prieto de la Arquidiócesis de 
Chihuahua, hablará sobre el 
Martirio de San Pedro de Jesús 
Maldonado en la Catedral de 
San Patricio a las 7:00 p.m.

Martes 23 de enero, Musical de 
San Pedro de Jesús Maldonado, 
realizado por el Instituto 
Tepeyac en el auditorio de la 
Escuela Preparatoria Bowie, a 
las 7 p.m.

Miércoles, 24 de enero Panel 
de discusión sobre San Pedro 
de Jesús Maldonado, por 
sobrevivientes del Movimiento 

Cristero, familiares y amigos 
del santo en la Catedral San 
Patricio, a las 7:00 p.m.

Jueves, 25 de enero, Centenario, 
Misa de la Ordenación de San 
Pedro de Jesús Maldonado en 
la Catedral San Patricio, a las 
7:00 p.m.

Viernes 26 de diciembre, Hora 
Santa dirigida por el Padre 
Fernando Zapata Maldonado, 
Sacerdote de la Arquidiócesis 
de Chihuahua y Sobrino 
nieto de San Pedro de Jesús 
Maldonado, en la Catedral  San 
Patricio a las 7:00 p.m.

&HOHEUDQGR�D�6DQ�3HGUR�GH�-HV~V�0DOGRQDGR�
Mártir y Santo del siglo XX

Happy Birthday

Ordination Annivesary

Fr. Federico Franco, OFM            January 6
)U��7ULQLGDG�)XHQWH]� � � � � � � � � � � � � -DQXDU\���
0RVW�5HYHUHQG�%LVKRS�0DUN�-��6HLW]� � � � � � � � � -DQXDU\���
0LJXHO�0��)ORUHV��260� � � � � � � � � � � � -DQXDU\���
Fr. Rafael Garcia , SJ             January 18
Fr. Hector Chicas              January 20
Fr. Angel M Maldonado            Janaury 22

Fr. Stephen Peters               January 10
Fr. Jose Alcocer              January 23

OFM-Order of Friar Minors, OSM-Order of Servites of Mary, SJ-Society of Jesus

San Pedro Maldonado concelebrating mass with then Bishop 
of Chihuahua at the Catedral Metropolitana de Chihuahua

La Medalla Milagrosa de San Pedro de 
Jesus Maldonado held by his grand niece 

Maria Guadalupe Maldonado

Por  Nancy Ramos, Rio Grande Catholic Editor



 What do Sisters do 
in El Paso on a Saturday 
QLJKW� LQ� 'HFHPEHU"� � 6LVWHUV�
connect! Those who were 
QRW�EXV\�DERXW�*RG¶V�ZRUN�LQ�
parishes and other community 
services came together at the 
Loretto Convent for Prayer 
DQG� D� 3RWOXFN� RQ� WKH� ��WK�
anniversary of the death 
of four churchwomen in 
(O� 6DOYDGRU� RQ� 'HFHPEHU�
2, 1980. Maryknoll Sisters 
Maura Clarke and Ita Ford, 
along with Maryknoll lay 
missionary Jean Donovan 
and Ursuline Sister Dorothy 
.D]HO� ZHUH� PXUGHUHG� E\�
JRYHUQPHQW� IRUFHV� EHFDXVH�
of their ministries to poor 
Salvadoran people during 
one of the civil wars that 
wracked Central America at 
the time. These were the same 
forces that had assassinated 
$UFKELVKRS�2VFDU�5RPHUR�LQ�
March of the same year. So 
the Sisters gathered to honor 
WKH� PHPRU\� RI� WKH� VDFUL¿FH�
of the lives of the four 
churchwomen and to share 
good food and sisterhood.
   Thirty women religious 
representing ten congregations 
as well as six lay women of the 
ERUGHU�EURXJKW�D�QLFH�YDULHW\�
of food to share as they mixed 
and matched to get to know 
each other. For some Sisters 
WKH� ERUGHU� LV� ³KRPH´� DQG�
RWKHUV� KDYH� EHHQ� PLVVLRQHG�
here in long-standing 
institutions like the Loretto 

Academy. Sisters have 
EHJXQ� QHZ� PLQLVWULHV�
when institutions have 
transitioned or closed, 
such as the Daughters 
of Charity at Hotel Dieu 
who now sponsor Centro 
San Vicente for health 
care in underserved 
areas of the city and 
county. Other Sisters 
are sprinkled around 
our diocese as well as 
-XDUH]� DQG� /DV� &UXFHV�
in ministries where 
they serve the most 
PDUJLQDOL]HG�SHRSOH�LQ�RXU�
community. Introducing 
themselves, naming 
their congregations and their 
ministry sites, the Sisters and 
WKHLU�OD\�FRXQWHUSDUWV�UHDOL]HG�
with genuine appreciation 
the opportunities to meet 
and serve Christ in persons 
who are poor. Without 
these dedicated women of 
faith, how many persons in 
detention or in prison would 
QRW� EH� YLVLWHG"� +RZ� PDQ\�
women and children would 
live on the streets? How many 
refugees would not receive 
welcome? 
   Of course, in the mix of 
Sisters and lay women was 
UHDOL]HG� WKH� FRPSOHPHQWDULW\�
of their callings as they 
respond to the invitation of 
Jesus to share in the work of 
EULQJLQJ� DERXW� WKH� UHLJQ� RI�
God. So when after the meal 
they gathered to pray, hearing 

the inspiring words of the four 
churchwomen who gave their 
lives in El Salvador, they also 
UHPHPEHUHG� WKH� FRXQWOHVV�
RWKHUV� ZKR� GLHG� EHFDXVH� RI�
their accompaniment of the 
people of God as catechists, 
advocates of peace and 
MXVWLFH�� SURSKHWLF� YRLFHV�
that threatened the powers 
of the status quo. Several of 
the Sisters knew the women 
martyrs personally and shared 
their recollections. Others 
UHÀHFWHG� XSRQ� WKH� LPSDFW�
of the witness of those lives 
on their own discernment of 
the call to religious life and 
their paths of ministry over 
the intervening years.  The 
Beatitudes came to life as 
the Sisters sang together, 
³%OHVVHG�DUH�WKH\��ZKR�VXIIHU�
in faith; the glory of God is 
theirs. Blessed are you who 

VXIIHU�KDWH��DOO�EHFDXVH�RI�0H��
5HMRLFH�DQG�EH�JODG��\RXUV�LV�
the kingdom! Shine for all to 
VHH�´� �%OHVW�$UH�7KH\��'DYLG�
Haas)
   So in their prayer and in 
their gatherings as women 
of faith called to serve 
KHUH� DW� WKH� ERUGHU�� 6LVWHUV�
create connections among 
their congregations, around 
the world and across the 
generations. One sweet 
V\PERO� RI� WKH� ZD\� 6LVWHUV�
support and encourage each 
other came in the form of a 
tray of deviled eggs for the 
SRWOXFN�EURXJKW�E\�6LVWHU�%HD�
Donnellan from Casa Vides, 
one of the Annunciation House  
shelters for immigrants. The 
GD\� EHIRUH� WKH� JDWKHULQJ� D�
call from the Corpus Christi 
Monastery of the Adoratrices 
Perpetuas del Santisimo 

Sacramento announced the 
DYDLODELOLW\� RI� D� GRQDWLRQ� RI�
HJJV��ULFH�DQG�EUHDG�WKDW�ZDV�
more than the nuns could use. 
7KH� JRRGV� ZHUH� GLVWULEXWHG�
to Casa Vides, Annunciation 
House and Villa Maria Home 
for Women. Thence came 
WKH� GHOLFLRXV� FRQWULEXWLRQ� WR�
WKH� 6LVWHUV¶� 3RWOXFN�� IURP� D�
generous anonymous donor 
and the equally generous 
contemplative nuns, via the 
shelter for refugees who 
WKHQ� KDG� D� VXSHUDEXQGDQFH�
of eggs and an industrious 
Sister of the Holy Spirit who 
WKRXJKW� WR� SUHSDUH� DQG� EULQJ�
them to the gathering! Sisters 
connect in service, prayer, 
and generosity! 
  

By Sister Janet Gildea, SC, Liason for Women Religious

3RU��+HUPDQD�-DQHW�*LOGHD��6&��(QODFH�3DUD�0XMHUHV�5HOLJLRVDV
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A Saturday Night with The Sisters

8Q�ViEDGR�SRU�OD�1RFKH�FRQ�/DV�+HUPDQDV
   ¿Qué hacen las Hermanas 
HQ� (O� 3DVR� XQ� ViEDGR� SRU� OD�
QRFKH� HQ� GLFLHPEUH"� £/DV�
hermanas se conectan! Las 
TXH� QR� HVWDEDQ� RFXSDGDV�
VREUH�HO�WUDEDMR�GH�'LRV�HQ�ODV�
parroquias y otros servicios 
comunitarios se reunieron en 
el Convento de Loretto para 
la oración y una convivencia 
HQ� HO� ��� �� DQLYHUVDULR� GH� OD�
PXHUWH� GH� FXDWUR� PXMHUHV� HQ�
(O�6DOYDGRU�HO���GH�GLFLHPEUH�
de 1980. Hermanas Maryknoll 
Maura Clarke e Ita Ford, 
MXQWR� FRQ� HO� PLVLRQHUR� ODLFR�
Maryknoll Jean Donovan y 
la Hermana Ursulina Dorothy 
.D]HO�� IXHURQ� DVHVLQDGRV� SRU�
ODV� IXHU]DV� JXEHUQDPHQWDOHV�
GHELGR� D� VXV� PLQLVWHULRV� DO�
SXHEOR� VDOYDGRUHxR� SREUH�
durante una de las guerras 
civiles que asolaron América 
Central en ese momento. Estas 
IXHURQ�ODV�PLVPDV�IXHU]DV�TXH�
DVHVLQDURQ�DO�$U]RELVSR�2VFDU�
5RPHUR� HQ� PDU]R� GHO� PLVPR�
año. Entonces las Hermanas se 
reunen para honrar y recordar 
GHO�VDFUL¿FLR�GH�ODV�YLGDV�GH�ODV�
FXDWUR�PXMHUHV� GH� OD� LJOHVLD� \�
SDUD�FRPSDUWLU�EXHQD�FRPLGD�\�
hermandad.
� � � 7UHLQWD� PXMHUHV� UHOLJLRVDV�
TXH� UHSUHVHQWDQ� D� GLH]�
congregaciones y seis 
PXMHUHV� ODLFDV� GH� OD� IURQWHUD�
WUDMHURQ� XQD� EXHQD� YDULHGDG�
de alimentos para compartir 
PLHQWUDV� VH� PH]FODEDQ� \� VH�

HPSDUHMDEDQ� SDUD� FRQRFHUVH��
Para algunas Hermanas, la 
IURQWHUD� HV� ³KRJDU´� \� RWUDV�
han sido enviadas aquí en 
instituciones de larga data 
como la Academia Loretto. 
/DV�KHUPDQDV�KDQ�FRPHQ]DGR�
nuevos ministerios cuando las 
LQVWLWXFLRQHV� KDQ� FDPELDGR� R�
FHUUDGR�� FRPR� ODV�+LMDV� GH� OD�
Caridad en el Hotel Dieu, que 
ahora patrocinan el Centro San 
Vicente para la atención de 
la salud en áreas marginadas 
de la ciudad y el condado. 
Otras hermanas se rocían 
alrededor de nuestra diócesis, 
DVt�FRPR�-XiUH]�\�/DV�&UXFHV�
en ministerios donde sirven a 
las personas más marginadas 
de nuestra comunidad. Al 
presentarse a sí mismos, al 
QRPEUDU� VXV� FRQJUHJDFLRQHV�
y sus sitios de ministerio, 
las Hermanas y sus colegas 
laicos se dieron cuenta con 
genuina apreciación de las 
oportunidades para conocer y 
servir a Cristo en personas que 
VRQ� SREUHV�� 6LQ� HVWDV�PXMHUHV�
dedicadas de fe, ¿cuántas 
personas detenidas o en prisión 
no serían visitadas? ¿Cuántas 
PXMHUHV�\�QLxRV�YLYLUtDQ�HQ�ODV�
calles? ¿Cuántos refugiados no 
UHFLELUtDQ�OD�ELHQYHQLGD"
� � � 3RU� VXSXHVWR�� HQ� OD�PH]FOD�
GH� +HUPDQDV� \� PXMHUHV�
laicas se dio cuenta de la 
complementariedad de 
sus llamamientos, ya que 

responden a la invitación de 
Jesús para compartir en la 
REUD� GH� SURYRFDU� HO� UHLQR� GH�
Dios. Así que cuando después 
de la comida se reunieron 
para orar, al escuchar las 
SDODEUDV� LQVSLUDGRUDV� GH� ODV�
FXDWUR� PXMHUHV� TXH� GLHURQ� VX�
YLGD� HQ� (O� 6DOYDGRU�� WDPELpQ�
UHFRUGDURQ�D� ODV� LQQXPHUDEOHV�
personas que murieron por su 
DFRPSDxDPLHQWR� GHO� SXHEOR�
de Dios como catequistas, 
GHIHQVRUHV� GH� OD� SD]� \�
MXVWLFLD�� YRFHV� SURIpWLFDV� TXH�
DPHQD]DEDQ� ORV� SRGHUHV�
del status quo. Varias de 
las hermanas conocían 
SHUVRQDOPHQWH� D� ODV� PXMHUHV�
mártires y compartieron sus 
UHFXHUGRV��2WURV�UHÀH[LRQDURQ�
VREUH�HO�LPSDFWR�GHO�WHVWLPRQLR�
de esas vidas en su propio 
discernimiento del llamado a 
la vida religiosa y sus caminos 
de ministerio a lo largo de los 
DxRV�� /DV� %LHQDYHQWXUDQ]DV�
FREUDURQ� YLGD� FXDQGR� ODV�
+HUPDQDV� FDQWDURQ� MXQWDV��
³%LHQDYHQWXUDGRV� ORV� TXH�
sufren en la fe; la gloria de Dios 
es de ellos. Bienaventurados 
los que sufren odio, todo por 
Mi culpa. ¡Alégrate y alégrate, 
tuyo es el reino! ¡Brilla para 
TXH�WRGRV�OR�YHDQ��³�%OHVW�$UH�
They, David Haas)
   Entonces, en su oración y en 
VXV�UHXQLRQHV�FRPR�PXMHUHV�GH�
fe llamadas a servir aquí en la 
frontera, las hermanas crean 

c o n e x i o n e s 
entre sus 
congregaciones, 
en todo el mundo 
y a través de las 
generaciones . 
Un dulce 
VtPEROR� GH� OD�
forma en que 
las Hermanas 
se apoyan y 
se animan 
m u t u a m e n t e 
vino en forma de 
XQD� EDQGHMD� GH�
huevos rellenos 
para la comida 
TXH� WUDMR� OD�
Hermana Bea 
Donnellan de 
Casa Vides, uno 
de los refugios 
de la Casa de 
la Anunciación 
p a r a 
inmigrantes. El 
día anterior a la 
reunión, un 
llamado del 
Monasterio de Corpus Christi 
de las Adoratrices Perpetuas 
del Santísimo Sacramento 
DQXQFLy� OD� GLVSRQLELOLGDG� GH�
XQD�GRQDFLyQ�GH�KXHYRV��DUUR]�
y pan que era más de lo que 
ODV� PRQMDV� SRGtDQ� XVDU�� /RV�
SURGXFWRV� VH� GLVWULEX\HURQ�
a Casa Vides, Annunciation 
House y Villa Maria Home 
for Women. De allí salió la 
GHOLFLRVD� FRQWULEXFLyQ� D� OD�

FRPLGD� GH� ODV� +HUPDQDV�� £GH�
un generoso donante anónimo 
y de las igualmente generosas 
PRQMDV� FRQWHPSODWLYDV�� D�
WUDYpV� GHO� DOEHUJXH� SDUD� ORV�
refugiados que luego tenían una 
VXSHUDEXQGDQFLD� GH� KXHYRV�
\� XQD� ODERULRVD� +HUPDQD� GHO�
Espíritu Santo que pensó en 
prepararlos y traerlos a la 
reunión! ¡Las hermanas se 
conectan en el servicio, la 
oración y la generosidad!

The four Churchwomen who gave their 
lives in El Salvador Dec. 2, 1980

Sisters and women of the border 
gathered in prayer

Beth Riehle who volunteered with Franciscan 
Mission Service in El Salvador leads the prayer



 The Diocesan 
Peace and Justice 
Ministry will sponsor a 
ELOLQJXDO� UHHQWU\� VHPLQDU�
RQ� 6DWXUGD\�� -DQXDU\� ����
from 10 am to 4 pm, in the 
Maud Sullivan Room of 
WKH�(O�3DVR�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\��
Downtown Branch, 501 
N. Oregon.  

 Anyone who is 
interested in working with 
ex-offenders returning 
to our community 
after incarceration is 
encouraged to attend.  

 We will have 
SUHVHQWDWLRQV� E\� IHGHUDO��
state and local agencies, 

testimonies, a panel 
discussion, and sharings 
DERXW� KRZ� WR� IRUP�SDULVK�
teams.  

� 3OHDVH� FDOO� ����
3962 or email phdelgado@
hotmail.com  to register.  
We encourage every parish 
to send representatives 

WR� OHDUQ� DERXW� WKLV�
important ministry 
of presence, 
compassion and 
healing.

 La Ofrenda Especial 
$QXDO� VH� OOHYDUi� D� FDER� HO�
ViEDGR����\�HO�GRPLQJR����GH�
enero del 2018 para la Iglesia 
en América Latina. 
 Durante los últimos 
cincuenta años, la Iglesia en 
los Estados Unidos ayuda 

activamente a la Iglesia en 
América Latina.  Con la 
ayuda de esta ofrenda, y en 
FRRSHUDFLyQ� FRQ� ORV� RELVSRV�
de los Estados Unidos y en 
$PpULFD� /DWLQD�� VH� REWLHQHQ�
concesiones para sostener 
las necesidades tan vastas 

de las Iglesias locales en 
$PpULFD�/DWLQD�\�HQ�HO�&DULEH��
especialmente en las áreas 
GH� HYDQJHOL]DFLyQ�� GH� ORV�
programas pastorales, y de la 
formación de los laicos, las 
religiosas y los seminaristas, 
al igual que el ministerio de 

MyYHQHV�\�HO�FDWHTXHVLV��
� (O�¿Q�GH�VHPDQD�
GHO����\����GH�HQHUR�GHO�
2018, por favor se tan 
generoso como le sea 
SRVLEOH�� �*UDFLDV� SRU� VX�
apoyo. 

Colecta Especial para La Iglesia en América Latina

Special Collection for the Church in Latin America

Ofrenda Especial  Para  e l  mes de enero
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Special  Col lect ion Month of  January
 This Special Offering 
ZLOO� EH� KHOG� RQ� 6DWXUGD\��
-DQXDU\� ���� DQG� 6XQGD\��
January 28, 2018.
� )RU� WKH� SDVW� ¿IW\�

years, the Church in the United 
6WDWHV� KDV� EHHQ� DFWLYHO\�
assisting the Church in Latin 
America. With the aid of this 
collection, and in cooperation 

ZLWK�WKH�ELVKRSV�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�
States and Latin America, 
grants are made to support 
the vast needs of the local 
Churches in Latin America 

DQG� WKH� &DULEEHDQ�� HVSHFLDOO\�
LQ� WKH�DUHDV�RI�HYDQJHOL]DWLRQ��
pastoral programs, and 
formation of laity, religious 
and seminarians, as well as 

youth ministry and catechesis.
 On the weekend of 
-DQXDU\����DQG�����SOHDVH�EH�DV�
JHQHURXV� DV� SRVVLEOH�� � 7KDQN�
you for your support.

Restorative Justive Ministry Reentry Seminar

7KH�³%LWWHU�3LO O´�RI�)DOVH�/LEHUDWLRQ
 $� PDMRU� VWXG\�
SXEOLVKHG� RQ� 'HFHPEHU� ��
in the New England Journal 
of Medicine concludes that 
hormonal contraception 
LQFUHDVHV� WKH� ULVN� RI� EUHDVW�
cancer for women. The 
research used all of Denmark 
as its sample, following 
nearly 1.8 million Danish 
ZRPHQ� RI� FKLOGEHDULQJ�
age for over a decade. The 
VWXG\�� DV� GHVFULEHG� E\� WKH�
1HZ� <RUN� 7LPHV�� ³XSHQGV�
widely held assumptions 
DERXW� PRGHUQ� FRQWUDFHSWLYHV�
for younger generations 
RI� ZRPHQ�´� HVSHFLDOO\� WKH�
YLHZ� WKDW� ³QHZHU� KRUPRQDO�
contraceptives are much safer 
WKDQ� WKRVH� WDNHQ� E\� WKHLU�
PRWKHUV� RU� JUDQGPRWKHUV�´� ,W�
DOVR�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKDW�WKH�ULVN�WR�
women increases with longer 
SHULRGV� RI� XVH�� 0DMRU� PHGLD�
RXWOHWV� KDYH� GRQH� WKHLU� EHVW�
WR� PLQLPL]H� WKH� LPSOLFDWLRQV�
RI� WKH� VWXG\� DQG� ³VRIWHQ� WKH�
EORZ´� IRU� WKH� PLOOLRQV� ZKR��
for decades, have faithfully 
HPEUDFHG� D� ³FRQWUDFHSWLYH�
PHQWDOLW\�´
 This mentality has 
promoted contraception, 
especially the Pill, as a path 
for women to move toward 
HTXDOLW\�ZLWK�PHQ�E\�HQDEOLQJ�
WKHP�WR�UHDS�WKH�³EHQH¿WV´�RI�
the sexual revolution. 
 But Mary Rice 
Hasson, J.D., director of the 
Catholic Women’s Forum at 
WKH� (WKLFV� DQG� 3XEOLF� 3ROLF\�
Center in Washington, D.C. 
notes that the reality for 
women is very different, 

DQG� ³RXU� OLYHG� H[SHULHQFH�
has shown that this is a false 
SURPLVH�´� &RXQWOHVV� ZRPHQ��
VKH� HPSKDVL]HV�� KDYH� HQGHG�
XS� EHLQJ� YXOQHUDEOH� WR��
DQG� KDUPHG� E\�� WKH� VH[XDO�
revolution and its promotion 
RI� FRQWUDFHSWLRQ� DV� ³WKH�
VROXWLRQ�´� 7KH\� KDYH� EHHQ�
JLYHQ� D� ³ELWWHU� SLOO´� LQ� WKH�
form of the Pill. 
� ,Q� D� UHPDUNDEO\�
SUHVFLHQW�SDVVDJH�GDWLQJ�EDFN�
to July, 1968, Pope Paul VI 
already foresaw this in his 
encyclical Humanae Vitae, 
WKH�PRPHQWRXV� DQG� EHDXWLIXO�
document explaining not 
RQO\� WKH� PRUDO� SUREOHPV�
ZLWK� FRQWUDFHSWLRQ�� EXW� DOVR�
its devastating effects on 
men, families and women in 
particular.
 Contraception, he 
writes, opens a wide and 
HDV\� URDG� ³WRZDUGV� FRQMXJDO�
LQ¿GHOLW\� DQG� WKH� JHQHUDO�
lowering of morality. Not 
much experience is needed 
in order to know human 
weakness, and to understand 
that men--especially the 
\RXQJ��ZKR�DUH�VR�YXOQHUDEOH�
on this point--have need of 
HQFRXUDJHPHQW� WR� EH� IDLWKIXO�
to the moral law, so that they 
PXVW� QRW� EH� RIIHUHG� VRPH�
easy means of eluding its 
REVHUYDQFH�� ,W� LV� DOVR� WR� EH�
feared that the man, growing 
used to the employment of 
anti-conceptive practices, 
PD\� ¿QDOO\� ORVH� UHVSHFW� IRU�
the woman and, no longer 
caring for her physical and 
SV\FKRORJLFDO� HTXLOLEULXP��

may come to the point 
of considering her as a 
PHUH� LQVWUXPHQW� RI� VHO¿VK�
HQMR\PHQW�� DQG� QR� ORQJHU� DV�
KLV� UHVSHFWHG� DQG� EHORYHG�
FRPSDQLRQ�´
 Paul VI offers a 
SURIRXQG�� EXW� XQSRSXODU��
REVHUYDWLRQ� ²� WKDW� FRQWUD�
ception is harmful to women, 
and is, in fact, anti-woman. 
The widespread adoption of 
WKH� ³FRQWUDFHSWLYH�PHQWDOLW\´�
KDV� OHG� LQH[RUDEO\� WR� D� QHZ�
perspective on women, 
namely, that they should 
EH� PRUH� OLNH� PHQ�� DQG�
therefore they should, like 
PHQ�� EHFRPH� LPSUHJQDEOH��
through the ongoing practice 
of contraception. Very 
young women, sometimes 
MXVW� HQWHULQJ� SXEHUW\�� DUH�
now placed onto regimens 
of hormonal contraception 
that can continue for years 
or even decades. From this 
SHUVSHFWLYH�� WKHLU� DELOLW\�
WR� FRQFHLYH� OLIH� EHFRPHV�
tantamount to a malady 
QHHGLQJ� WR� EH� UHPHGLHG�� D�
³GHIHFW´� WKDW� UHQGHUV� WKHP�
³XQHTXDO´� WR�PHQ��6WULNLQJO\��
WKRXJK�� HYHU�JUHDWHU�QXPEHUV�
of women are discovering an 
DXWKHQWLF� DQG� OLEHUDWLQJ� IRUP�
of feminism as they come 
to the awareness that, in the 
ZRUGV� RI� +DVVRQ�� ³ZH� GRQ¶W�
KDYH� D� GHVLJQ� ÀDZ�� %HLQJ� D�
woman is good… and it’s a 
ZRQGHUIXO�WKLQJ�´�
 Wonderful, too, 
LV� WKDW� FRQ¿GHQW� IHPLQLVP�
DQG� OLEHUDWLQJ� VHQVH� RI�
VHOI�FRQWURO� WKDW� HQDEOHV� D�

ZRPDQ� WR� FKRRVH� DEVWLQHQFH�
EHIRUH� PDUULDJH�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�
contraception, and, once 
married, to choose periodic 
DEVWLQHQFH� LQ� DJUHHPHQW�
ZLWK� KHU� KXVEDQG� LI� WKHLU�
circumstances indicate they 
ought to avoid a pregnancy.
 H o r m o n a l 
contraceptives, meanwhile, 
throw a wrench into the works 
RQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV��
Beyond setting up a woman 
WR� EH� ³XVHG´� E\� PHQ�� WKH�
Pill (and hormone-releasing 
,8'¶V�� FDXVH� VLJQL¿FDQW�
alterations in her delicately-
EDODQFHG� SK\VLRORJ\�� 7KHVH�
LQFOXGH� UHVWULFWLQJ� KHU� DELOLW\�
to ovulate, altering her cycles 
and secretions, and modifying 
KHU�XWHULQH�OLQLQJ�²�LQ�HIIHFW��
IRUFLQJ�KHU�ERG\�LQWR�D�SVHXGR�
pregnant state to exclude the 
SRVVLELOLW\�RI�D�UHDO�SUHJQDQF\��
Whenever a woman takes 
these kinds of steps to disrupt 
her natural fertility, it should 
come as little surprise that her 
ERG\�UHEHOV�LQ�RQH�IDVKLRQ�RU�
DQRWKHU�� LQFOXGLQJ� SRVVLEOH�
weight gain, headaches, 
depression, and the heightened 

and well-documented risk of 
WKURPERWLF�VWURNH��P\RFDUGLDO�
infarction (heart attack), and 
²�DV�FRQ¿UPHG�E\�WKH�UHFHQW�
VWXG\� ²� EUHDVW� FDQFHU�� $�
ZRPDQ¶V� ERG\� GRHVQ¶W� VWDQG�
LQ� QHHG� RI� EHLQJ� ³¿[HG´� E\�
these powerful drugs that 
ZUHDN�KDYRF�RQ�KHU�ELRORJ\�
 The Church’s ageless 
EXW� FRXQWHUFXOWXUDO� WHDFKLQJ�
on contraception respects and 
uplifts women. It supports 
them in an authentic feminism 
WKDW� DI¿UPV� WKHLU� XQLTXHO\�
important maternal role 
in family and society, and 
esteems their fruitfulness in 
PDUULDJH� QRW� DV� D� GHIHFW�� EXW�
as a real gift.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, 
Ph.D. earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale 
and did post-doctoral work at 
Harvard. He is a priest of the 
diocese of Fall River, MA, 
and serves as the Director of 
Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center 
in Philadelphia. See www.
ncbcenter.org

Making Sense 
Out of Bioethics

By
Fr. Tad 

Pacholczyk



 &DQ� \RX� EHOLHYH� LW� KDV�
EHHQ�RQH�\HDU"��2QH�\HDU�DJR�RQ�
-DQXDU\� �WK� ������ %LVKRS� 6HLW]�
and the Catholic Diocese of El 
Paso launched an over the air 
EURDGFDVW� HYDQJHOL]DWLRQ� HIIRUW�
for the greater El Paso and Ciudad 
-XiUH]� DUHD�� 7KH� %ULGJH�(O�
3XHQWH�EHFDPH�WKH�RQO\�&DWKROLF�
radio station in El Paso and this 
endeavor was close to the heart 
RI�%LVKRS� 6HLW]� DQG�PLQH�� �7KH�
accomplishments over this past 
\HDU�KDYH�EHHQ�DPD]LQJ���
 Let me give you some 
insight regarding the naming of 
7KH� %ULGJH�� %LVKRS� 6HLW]� DQG� ,�
ZHQW� EDFN� DQG� IRUWK� RQ� VHYHUDO�
names, names I don’t mind 
sharing with you for this special 
RQH�\HDU�FROXPQ���,Q�WKH�EXOOSHQ�
were The Fish, The Rio, Star 
Radio and even an old El Paso 
IDYRULWH�³3DVV�5DGLR´�ZDV�XQGHU�
consideration.  (The Pass was 
once an El Paso soft rock radio 
station many moons ago) 
 For quite some time we 
mulled over idea after idea, as we 
ZDQWHG� WKH� QDPH� WR� EH� VSHFLDO�

and relevant to our region.  One 
GD\�%LVKRS�FDPH� LQWR� WKH�RI¿FH�

and recapped the visit from our 
heavenly father, Pope Francis.  
Bishop reiterated Pope Francis’ 
PHVVDJH� DERXW� QRW� EXLOGLQJ�
ZDOOV� DQG� WR� LQVWHDG� ³EXLOG�
EULGJHV´�� � ,Q� WKDW� PRPHQW�
Bishop Mark and I instantly 
agreed that The Bridge-El 
Puente was the name for our 
new radio station. We quickly 
got to work on designing a 
ORJR��:H�WKHQ�FROODERUDWHG�RQ�
VSHFLDOW\� LWHPV� OLNH� EXPSHU�
stickers and T-shirts.  It was a 
ODERU�RI�ORYH���
 I can honestly tell you 
though starting a radio station 
and programming from scratch 
is almost always challenging.  
0\� IDYRULWH� DQG� WKH� EHVW� SDUW�
for me was diving in and 
³WLJKWHQLQJ� RI� WKH� VFUHZV´� DV�
the wheel kept turning.  I can 
UHPHPEHU� ZKHQ� ,� LQLWLDOO\�
was offered the opportunity to 
launch the only Catholic radio 
station in El Paso as part of my 
ministry, I quickly felt like a 
deer in headlights.  But at the 
same time, I was so motivated 
WR�KHOS�SHRSOH� OHDUQ�DERXW� WKH�
Word of God as well as let 
SHRSOH�NQRZ�DERXW�WKH�VHUYLFHV�
SURYLGHG�E\�RXU�'LRFHVH��
 I knew I felt strongly 
DERXW�SURJUDPPLQJ�WKH�VWDWLRQ�
LQ�D�ELOLQJXDO�IRUPDW����,W¶V�KRZ�,�
felt people speak en el hogar in 
El Paso. I knew programming 
WKH�PXVLF�ZRXOG�EH�D�FKDOOHQJH�

too.  I want to say thanks to Peter 
.RODU�� RXU� DPD]LQJ� 'LRFHVDQ�
Choir Director, for letting me 
in on some great talent and 
SXEOLVKLQJ� FRPSDQLHV�� � +H� OHG�
me to the music I needed to get 
started! I found artists like Matt 
Moore, Steve Angresiano, Sarah 
+DUW��)U��5RE�*DOHD�DQG�VR�PDQ\�
more that we now play on The 
Bridge-El Puente 1150
� 2XU�VHDUFK�EHJDQ�WR�¿QG�
network radio programming that 
was appealing to Catholics in El 
Paso.  I was certain we needed 
D� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� QHWZRUNV� WR�
EURDGFDVW� LQ� (QJOLVK� DQG� LQ�
Spanish.  We approached El 
6HPEUDGRU� (61(� 1HWZRUN� DQG�
WKH\� MXPSHG� DW� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\���
(61(� EURDGFDVWLQJ� LV� IURP�
Los Angeles and it’s founder 
KDV� DQ� DPD]LQJ� PLJUDQW� VWRU\��
(I recommend to all readers to 
research his wonderful story.  
The founder’s name is Noel 
'LD]��� � (61(� SURYLGHG� UDGLR�
programs and music in Spanish.  
They were the network to air our 
YHU\�¿UVW�OLYH�PDVV�EURDGFDVW�WKDW�
launched The Bridge/ El Puente 
UDGLR� VWDWLRQ�� � :H� EURDGFDVWHG�
live from St. Patrick Cathedral 
and aired it worldwide on the 
network! 
 Later Ave Maria Radio 
FDPH�XS�RQ�WKH�JULG�IRU�XV�EHFDXVH�
of its excellent programing 
and shows you can hear on the 
EWTN radio network. Thanks 
to Ave Maria we are now part of 
WKLV� QHWZRUN� DQG� KDYH� EHJXQ� WR�

EXLOG�RXU� ORFDO�SURJUDPLQJ�HYHQ�
more!  
 We have weekly local 
shows highlighting different 
ministries in our diocese like 
Catholic Counseling Executive 
Director, Jose Castrelllon’s Mind, 

Body and Spirit and Diocesan 
Migrant and Refugee Services’ 
$WWRUQH\��0HOLVVD�/RSH]¶V�Amor 

Por El Migrante.  We now also 
have great shows with some of 
our most endearing priests like 
our vocations show, Tira La Red, 
KRVWHG�E\�9RFDWLRQV�'LUHFWRU�DQG�
Pastor at San Juan Diego Church 
Fr. Rolando Fonseca, our youth 
ministry show, Bridge Kids, 
KRVWHG� E\� )U�� )DELDQ� 0DUTXH]��
our Youth Ministry Director 
and Pastor at El Buen Pastor 
Church plus radio legend Fr. 
Raul Trigueros with Catequesis 

y Liturgia.  We also have Bridge 
favorite, Bishop’s InSeitz into the 

Faith every Wednesday at 10am.
 You can stream The 
Bridge/El Puente live and check 
out our radio-programming 
schedule with who and what is on 
WKH�DLU�HYHU\GD\�E\�YLVLWLQJ�ZZZ�
HOSDVRGLRFHVH�RUJ�� 5HPHPEHU��
you can also listen to The Bridge-
El Puente on MyParish app. 
 This year we did some 
JUHDW�WKLQJV�ZLWK�OLYH�EURDGFDVWV�
that included the Border Mass, 
$ODEDQ]D�&RQFHUW�DQG�&RQJ�9R¶V�
RUGLQDWLRQ� PDVV�� � :H� EURXJKW�
great Catholic programming to 
El Paso like Catholic Answers 
every weekday afternoon from 
4p-6p.  We supported our El 
Paso Catholic Schools and many 
parish efforts.  We promoted 
advocacy efforts in Austin and 

most recently in Washington 
with live call ins from our 
Chancellor Patricia Fierro and 
Holy Spirit Church Pastor Jose 
Morales in Washington for The 
Dreamers Rally.  We also have 
great things in store for 2018 like 
D�OLYH�EURDGFDVW�RI�WKH�&HQWHQQLDO�
Ordination Anniversary Mass 
for our Santo Pedro de Jesus 
Maldonado coming up later this 
month on January 25th.  If you 
have not tuned in to our radio 
station yet, please do.
 My vision for The 
%ULGJH�� (O� 3XHQWH� LV� WR� EULQJ�
Jesus closer to you and especially 
closer to our youth.  I want to 
HYDQJHOL]H�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�RQ�DLU�
and offer our ministry services 
through engaging talk shows.  I 
want to offer Catholic music 
and EWTN and ESNE Network 
Catholic programming.
 I ask that you spread 
the word! Please let people know 
that you now have Catholic 
Radio for The Borderland in The 
Bridge/ El Puente 1150am.  We 
are online at www.elpasodiocese.
org , MyParish app via your 
smart phones and on air at 1150 
am.  Happy Birthday The Bridge-
El Puente and here’s looking 
forward to many more! 
 Thank you to all that 
SXW� D� OLWWOH� ELW� RI� ORYH� LQWR� WKLV�
special endeavor for the Diocese 
especially our clergy.  Thank 
you to YOU, those who placed 
WKDW�EXPSHU� VWLFNHU�RQ� WKHLU�FDU��
SXW�WKH�7�VKLUW�RQ�WKHLU�EDFN�DQG�
tuned in to listen to their favorite 
show.
 Thank you and God Bless us all 
DV�ZH�FRQWLQXH�WR�EXLOG�%ULGJHV��

100 Porfirio Diaz El Paso, Tx 79902 • 915.544.6688

PDX Printing proud printer
of the Rio Grande Catholic

PDX Printing is a full service 
commercial print shop.

In addition to newspapers, we print and bind 
books, programs, brochures, 

carbonless forms, flyers, posters, 
letterhead, envelopes, business cards 

and much more.

Call us and allow us to bid on 
your printing needs. 
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The Bridge-El Puente 1150am Turns One!

The Bridge’s-El Puente’s Joe Garcia and Fr. Fabian Marquez 
IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�,QDXJXUDWLRQ�0DVV�OLYH�EURDGFDVW�DW�6W��3DWULFN

Marcel Gomez, and Edgar Jimenez from ESNE Network 
came to broadcast in January of last year.

By Joe Garcia, Radio Program Director



Visit www.hopeborder.org 

and REGISTER TODAY!

HOPE invites young adults in the El 
Paso, Ciudad Juárez and Las 
Cruces communities to grow in 
leadership and join us in building 
a better border by being part of 
the upcoming Border Leaders 
Academy!

During this intensive leadership 
development retreat, you will 
learn more about yourself, 
Catholic social teaching, 
advocacy, and the issues 
affecting our community.
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 The Permanent 
'LDFRQDWH�2I¿FH�RI� WKH�'LRFHVH�
RI� (O� 3DVR� RUJDQL]HG� D� VSLULWXDO�
retreat, as part of the spiritual 
dimension of the formation 
program, for the 18 candidates 
and their wives. The retreat took 
place at Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Saragosa, Texas. We were warmly 
UHFHLYHG�E\�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�
the experience was outstanding 
for all participants. The retreat 
EHJDQ� ZLWK� HYHQLQJ� SUD\HU� RQ�
)ULGD\� 1RYHPEHU� ��WK� DQG� D�
night of watching the shinning 
stars in the Fall sky.
 On Saturday, we 

continued the prayer and 
ZRUNVKRS� ZLWK� )U�� )DELDQ�
0DUTXH]� DV� 5HWUHDW� 0DVWHU�� ,Q�
the afternoon, we attended mass 
and prayed at Pecos, where the 
communities of Santa Rita and 
Saint Catherine welcomed us 
warmly. Their hospitality was 
such that the candidates were 
asking how can we help these 
communities in the future.  
 To close the day, we had 
an encounter with comradery and 
God’s creation, as we spent time 
EXUQLQJ� PDUVKPDOORZV� VLWWLQJ�
QH[W� WR� WKH� ¿UH� LQ� D� EHDXWLIXOO\�
poetic night.

 Sunday was 
the last day of the 
retreat, and to close this 
experience, we travelled 
to Balmorhea where 
we spent some time in 
SUD\HU�DW�&KULVW�WKH�.LQJ�
3DULVK�� :H� OHIW� EHKLQG�
RXU� EHVW� ZLVKHV� DQG�
EOHVVLQJV� WR� WKRVH�:HVW�
Texas communities.  
This experience left 
D� VLJQL¿FDQW� PHPRU\�
in our hearts. I know 
for certain that the 
candidates to the Permanent 
Diaconate Program will never 

see the map of the Diocese the 
same way.  They have put faces 
DQG� QDPHV� WR� WKH� EURWKHUV� DQG�

sisters of those communities and 
WKDW�FDQ�QHYHU�EH�HUDVHG�

Los Futuros Diáconos Disfrutan de un Retiro
/D� 2¿FLQD� GHO� 'LDFRQDGR�
Permanente de la Diócesis de El 
3DVR�RUJDQL]y�XQ�UHWLUR�HVSLULWXDO��
como parte de la dimensión 
espiritual del programa de 
formación, para los 18 candidatos 
MXQWR�FRQ�VXV�HVSRVDV��(O�UHWLUR�VH�
OOHYy�D�FDER�HQ�1XHVWUD�6HxRUD�GH�
Guadalupe en Saragosa, Texas. 
)XLPRV� UHFLELGRV� FDOXURVDPHQWH�
por esa comunidad, y la 
H[SHULHQFLD� IXH� LQFUHtEOH� SDUD�
todos los participantes. El retiro 
inicio con la oración de la tarde 
HO� YLHUQHV� ��� GH� QRYLHPEUH�� \�
tuvimos tiempo de disfrutar 
FRQWHPSODQGR� ODV� EULOODQWHV�
HVWUHOODV� HQ� HO� ¿UPDPHQWR� HQ� OD�

noche.
(O� ViEDGR�� FRQWLQXDPRV� HO�
WLHPSR�GH�RUDFLyQ�\�DSUHQGL]DMH��
WHQLHQGR�DO�3DGUH�)DELDQ�0DUTXH]�
como conductor del retiro. En la 
tarde tuvimos la oportunidad de 
ir a misa y a orar a Pecos, donde 
las comunidades de Santa Rita 
\� 6DQWD� &DWDOLQD� QRV� UHFLELHURQ�
calurosamente. Su hospitalidad 
fue tal, que los candidatos 
SUHJXQWDEDQ� FyPR� SRGUtDPRV�
ayudar a estas comunidades en el 
futuro. Para cerrar el día, tuvimos 
un encuentro con la camaradería 
y la creación de Dios, al pasar 
XQ� WLHPSR� DVDQGR� ERPERQHV�
VHQWDGRV� MXQWR� DO� IXHJR� HQ� XQD�

hermosa noche poética.
El domingo fue nuestro 
último día del retiro, 
y para concluir la 
H[SHULHQFLD� YLDMDPRV�
a Balmorhea donde 
pasamos cierto tiempo 
en oración en la 
Parroquia de Cristo Rey. 
'HMDPRV� WUDV� QRVRWURV�
QXHVWURV� PHMRUHV� GHVHRV�
\� EHQGLFLRQHV� SDUD�
aquellas comunidades 
del oeste de Texas, y 
HVWD� H[SHULHQFLD� GHMR�
una profunda marca en nuestros 
FRUD]RQHV�� 'H¿QLWLYDPHQWH�� Vp�
que los candidatos en el Programa 

del Diaconado Permanente nunca 
verán el mapa de la Diócesis de 
la misma manera, ya que han 
SXHVWR� URVWURV� \� QRPEUHV� D� ORV�

hermanos y hermanas de aquellas 
comunidades, y eso no se podrá 
ERUUDU�QXQFD��

By Deacon Jesus Cardenas, Permanent Diaconate Director

 It might seem quite 
a stretch of the imagination to 
connect Our Lady of Guadalupe 
ZLWK� 6W�� (OL]DEHWK� 6HWRQ��
(OL]DEHWK� 6HWRQ�� WKH� ¿UVW� QDWLYH�
ERUQ�FLWL]HQ�RI� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�
WR� EH� FDQRQL]HG� D� VDLQW�� OLYHG�
more than two hundred years 
after the appearance of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe to Juan Diego on 
7HSH\DF�� 6KH� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� 1HZ�
<RUN� MXVW� EHIRUH� WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�
of Independence.  Because I have 
OLYHG�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKHVH�
two spiritual mothers, I have 
ZRQGHUHG�LI�(OL]DEHWK�DQG�0DULD�
de Guadalupe put their heads and 
hearts together, dreaming and 
scheming to provide for God’s 
children here in the Borderlands.  
This idea has occupied my 
thoughts for more than twenty-
¿YH�\HDUV�DV�WKH�6LVWHUV�RI�&KDULW\�
RI� &LQFLQQDWL�� IRXQGHG� E\� 6W��
(OL]DEHWK�� FDPH� WR� WKLV� GLRFHVH�
in response to God’s call. Here 
is how I imagine this might have 
happened…
� � � )LUVW� VRPH� EDFNJURXQG� RQ�
(OL]DEHWK� 6HWRQ�� 6KH� ZDV� D�
woman of high society, educated 
and sophisticated. She married 
ZHOO� DQG� KDG� ¿YH� FKLOGUHQ�
ZLWK� KHU� KXVEDQG� :LOOLDP�� +LV�
VKLSSLQJ� EXVLQHVV� DQG� KLV� KHDOWK�
failed while the children were still 
small. When she was 29 years old 
KHU� KXVEDQG� GLHG� DQG� (OL]DEHWK�
struggled to support her family 
as a teacher. She experienced 
H[WUHPH� UHOLJLRXV� SUHMXGLFH�

EHFDXVH� VKH� DQG� KHU� FKLOGUHQ�
converted to the Catholic faith 
despite strong opposition from 
her family, friends and the parents 
of her students. Eventually the 
¿UVW� ELVKRS� RI� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�
recruited her to teach Catholic 
youth and care for orphans that 
were everywhere in the immigrant 
&KXUFK�� � (OL]DEHWK� LV� FUHGLWHG�
ZLWK� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� WKH� SDURFKLDO�
school system in our country.  
God had even more surprises 
in store for the young convert.  
Bishop John Carroll asked her to 
EHJLQ� D� FRQJUHJDWLRQ� RI� 6LVWHUV�
EDVHG�RQ�WKH�UXOH�RI�WKH�'DXJKWHUV�
of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
LQ�)UDQFH�EXW�DGDSWHG�WR�WKH�QHHGV�
of the American reality. And she 
did! 
   The Sisters and Daughters of 
Charity grew and spread across 
the growing United States and 
LQWR�WKH�GHVHUW�VRXWKZHVW�EULQJLQJ�
health care as well as education, 
social and pastoral services. 
How did this happen?  I like to 
LPDJLQH�WKDW�(OL]DEHWK�6HWRQ�KDG�
a mystical meeting with Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe. This time, 
instead of a mountain in Mexico, 
P\� PLQG� FRQMXUHV� XS� RQH� RI�
our sandstorms that envelopes 
(OL]DEHWK� ZDQGHULQJ� LQ� WKH�
desert. Lost in the swirling dust 
it is the singing Guadalupe who 
draws her to the safety of a tiny 
DGREH� NLWFKHQ��7KHUH� ,� WKLQN� WKH�
two mothers would have shared 
champurrado and tamales while 

they cooked up ministerial plans to 
EH�XQIROGHG�RYHU�FHQWXULHV��7KHVH�
dreams they have whispered in 
WKH�KHDUWV�RI�(OL]DEHWK¶V�UHOLJLRXV�
daughters. So inspired, the Sisters 
and Daughters of Charity came 
west in the covered wagons and 
on foot. They rode the trains and 
ÀRDWHG� GRZQ� WKH� 5LR� *UDQGH��
8QGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�2XU�/DG\��
they learned to love the cultures 
WKH\� HQFRXQWHUHG�� (OL]DEHWK¶V�
practical ingenuity urged them to 
develop effective ways to serve 
WKH� PRVW� PDUJLQDOL]HG� RI� *RG¶V�
children.
   This product of my imagination 
has helped me to understand how 
D�JLUO�IURP�,QGLDQD�KDV�EHFRPH�D�
Guadalupana in heart, mind and 
VRXO�� ,� ZDV� GUDZQ� WR� WKH� ERUGHU�
in 1991 along with two other 
Sisters of Charity and when we 
felt called to start a clinic in the 
desert colonias there was no 
GRXEW�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�QDPHG�/D�
Clinica Guadalupana.  What we 
didn’t know at the time (among 
many other things!) was that 
(OL]DEHWK�6HWRQ�KDG�D�ODUJH�LPDJH�
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in the 
¿UVW�0RWKHUKRXVH�RI�WKH�6LVWHUV�RI�
Charity in 1809.  Nuestra Señora 
apparently has had her eyes on 
the Sisters of Charity for a long 
time.  She adopted us as her 
own and showed us the way of 
-XDQ�'LHJR�� OHDUQLQJ� IURP� WKRVH�
we came to serve, sharing her 
KHDOLQJ�PHVVDJH�DQG�UHFRJQL]LQJ�
her maternal care in miracles that 

KDYH� QHYHU� FHDVHG� WR� DPD]H� XV��
We opened the clinic on January 
���������WKH�IHDVW�RI�6W��(OL]DEHWK�
Seton.  For thirteen years the 
G\QDPLF� GXR� RI� (OL]DEHWK� DQG�
Guadalupe guided our efforts 
to create a home of healing and 
wellness in the colonias. 
� � � 6LPXOWDQHRXVO\� WKH\� EHJDQ�
to unroll another part of their 
VFKHPH�� D� FHQWHU� IRU� FKLOGUHQ�
with special needs in a colonia 
RQ� WKH� RWKHU� VLGH� RI� WKH� ERUGHU�
that is called Proyecto Santo 
1LxR��2I� FRXUVH�RXU�¿UVW� VSHFLDO�
FKLOG��ZKR�ZH�FRQVLGHU�WR�EH�WKH�
IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��ZDV�QDPHG�
Juan Diego.  There is no way to 
explain how all this happened or 
how we gringa Sisters of Charity 

¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�FURVVLQJ�EDFN�DQG�
IRUWK� DFURVV� WKH� ERUGHU� PDQ\�
times each week except to know 
WKDW�6W��(OL]DEHWK�6HWRQ�KDV�WDNHQ�
XV� E\� WKH� KDQG� DQG� 2XU� /DG\�
has covered us with her mantle. 
These two dynamic dreamers of 
God continue to light up our path 
and inspire others to make the 
MRXUQH\�ZLWK�XV��

My Dynamic Duo of Mothers

Por Diacono Jesus Cardenas, Director de Diaconado Permanente

%\��6LVWHU�-DQHW�*LOGHD��6&��/LDVRQ�IRU�:RPHQ�5HOLJLRXV

St. Elizabeth Seton Mural
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%HWZHHQ�+HDYHQ�DQG�7KH�7DEHUQDFOH
 7R� FHOHEUDWH� 2QH�
Hundred Years of the Ordination 
of Saint Pedro de Jesus 
Maldonado, the Tepeyac Institute 
wanted share with our community 
his life and martyrdom. To avoid 
having a presentation where 
KLV� OLIH� FRXOG� MXVW� EHFRPH� D�
presentation of suffering and evil, 
we contacted Catholic singer and  
writer Sandra Salas from Chile.  
Salas has written several musical 
GUDPDV� DERXW� VSLULWXDO� WKHPHV��
7KH� UHVXOW� KDV� EHHQ� LPSUHVVLYH��
$�&KLOHDQ�KDV�ZULWWHQ�D�EHDXWLIXO�
PXVLFDO� DERXW� WKH� &ULVWHURV¶�

War in Mexico that, without 
HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH�QHJDWLYH�DFWLRQV�
of the government against the 
&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��VKH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�
convey and focus on the feelings 
and dreams of the saint during  
WKRVH�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV�
 We are eagerly awaiting 
her arrival and preparing the 
rehearsals for when Sandra 
arrives to El Paso.  The musical  
will have live music, actors and 
singers.  We are ready to give life 
WR� 3RU¿ULR� 'LD]�� 3OXWDUFR� (OLDV�
Calles, Father Jose Morales, the 
parents of the saint and many 

other characters. 
 Our event will include  
D� � SUHVHQWDWLRQ� E\� WKH� &ODVVLFDO�
Ballet of the Universidad 
$XWRQRPD� GH� &LXGDG� -XDUH]���
7KH\�ZLOO�SUHVHQW�WKHLU�³0H[LFDQ�
*DOD´� ZLWK� OLYH� PDULDFKL� PXVLF�
and colorful cultural dances.
 This musical event is 
SDUW� RI� WKH� PDQ\� FHOHEUDWLRQV�
for the One Hundred Year 
Anniversary of the Ordination 
of Saint Father Maldonado at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. The musical 
ZLOO� EH� SUHVHQWHG� RQH� GD\� RQO\��
on Tuesday January 23rd, 2018 

at the Bowie High 
School Arts and 
Performance Theater 
located at 801 S San 
Marcial St, El Paso, 
7;�������
 T h e r e 
ZLOO� EH� JHQHUDO�
admission and we 
are requesting a $10 
donation. 

� 3DUD� FHOHEUDU� ORV� &LHQ�
Años de la Ordenación de San 
Pedro de Jesus Maldonado, el 
Instituto Tepeyac tomó la tarea de 
presentar a la comunidad su vida 
y martirio. Para evitar que su vida 
se resumiera en una presentación 
de sufrimiento y llena de maldad, 
nos pusimos en contacto con 
la canta autora católica Sandra 
Salas de Chile, quien ha escrito 
YDULDV� REUDV� PXVLFDOHV� VREUH�
temas espirituales. El resultado 
KD� VLGR� LPSUHVLRQDQWH�� XQD�
chilena nos ha escrito un 

KHUPRVR�PXVLFDO�VREUH�OD�JXHUUD�
de los Cristeros en México, que, 
VLQ�HQIDWL]DU�ODV�DFFLRQHV�QHIDVWDV�
GHO� JRELHUQR� FRQWUD� OD� ,JOHVLD�
Católica, se dedicó a explorar los 
sentimientos y sueños del santo 
ante la situación que vivía el país 
en sus tiempos. 
 Llenos de alegría nos 
preparamos para los ensayos 
para que cuando Sandra venga 
a El Paso, estemos listos con 
la música en vivo y los actores 
y cantantes que darán vida a 
3RU¿ULR� 'tD]�� DO� 3OXWDUFR� (OtDV�

Calles, al Padre Jose Morales, a 
los padres del santo y a muchos 
RWURV�SHUVRQDMHV��
 Nuestro evento será 
UHDO]DGR�FRQ� OD�SUHVHQWDFLyQ�GHO�
Ballet Clásico de la Universidad 
$XWyQRPD� GH� &LXGDG� -XiUH]��
quienes, con mariachi en vivo, 
presentaran algunos cuadros 
culturales muy coloridos en su 
³*DOD�0H[LFDQD´�
(O�HYHQWR�VH�OOHYDUi�D�FDER�FRPR�
SDUWH� GH� ODV� FHOHEUDFLRQHV� SRU�
un Siglo de la Ordenación del 
Santo Padre Maldonado en la 

Catedral de San 
Patricio. El musical 
se presentará solo 
por un día, el Martes 
23 de Enero del 
2108 en el Teatro de 
la Escuela Bowie en 
el 801 S San Marcial 
St, El Paso, TX 
������
La entrada será 
general y solicitamos 
una donación de 
$10. 

Entre el  Cielo y el  Sagrario

 Puede parecer un tramo 
de la imaginación conectar a 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe con 
6DQWD� (OLVDEHWK� 6HWRQ�� (OL]DEHWK�
Seton, la primera ciudadana nativa 
de los Estados Unidos en ser 
FDQRQL]DGD�FRPR�XQD�VDQWD��YLYLy�
más de doscientos años después 
de la aparición de Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe a Juan Diego en 
Tepeyac. Ella nació en Nueva 
<RUN�MXVWR�DQWHV�GH�OD�'HFODUDFLyQ�
GH� ,QGHSHQGHQFLD�� 'HELGR� D� TXH�
\R� KH� YLYLGR� EDMR� OD� LQÀXHQFLD�
de estas dos madres espirituales, 
PH�KH�SUHJXQWDGR� VL�(OL]DEHWK�\�
María de Guadalupe unieron sus 
FDEH]DV� \� FRUD]RQHV�� VRxDQGR�
e intrigando para mantener a 
ORV� KLMRV� GH� 'LRV� DTXt� HQ� ODV�
7LHUUDV� )URQWHUL]DV�� (VWD� LGHD� KD�
ocupado mis pensamientos por 
más de veinticinco años cuando 
las Hermanas de la Caridad de 
Cincinnati, fundadas por Santa 
(OLVDEHWK��YLQLHURQ�D�HVWD�GLyFHVLV�
en respuesta al llamado de Dios. 
Así es como me imagino que esto 
SRGUtD�KDEHU�SDVDGR����
    Primero algunos 
DQWHFHGHQWHV� VREUH� (OL]DEHWK�
6HWRQ��(OOD�HUD�XQD�PXMHU�GH�OD�DOWD�
VRFLHGDG�� HGXFDGD� \� VR¿VWLFDGD��
6H� FDVy� ELHQ� \� WXYR� FLQFR� KLMRV�
con su esposo William. El negocio 
de marítimo y la salud fracasaron 
de William durante el tiempo que 
sus niños eran pequeños. Cuando 
tenía 29 años, su esposo murió 
\� (OL]DEHWK� OXFKy� SRU� PDQWHQHU�
a su familia como maestra. Ella 
H[SHULPHQWy�SUHMXLFLRV�UHOLJLRVRV�

H[WUHPRV�SRUTXH� HOOD�\� VXV�KLMRV�
se convirtieron a la fe católica, 
a pesar de la fuerte oposición de 
su familia, amigos y los padres 
de sus alumnos. Eventualmente, 
HO� SULPHU� RELVSR� GH� ORV� (VWDGRV�
Unidos la reclutó para enseñar a 
ORV� MyYHQHV� FDWyOLFRV� \� D� FXLGDU�
D� ORV� KXpUIDQRV� TXH� HVWDEDQ�
en todas partes en la Iglesia 
LQPLJUDQWH�� $� (OL]DEHWK� VH� OH�
DWULEX\H� HO� HVWDEOHFLPLHQWR� GHO�
sistema escolar parroquial en 
nuestro país. Dios tenía aún más 
sorpresas reservadas para la 
MRYHQ�FRQYHUWLGD��(O�2ELVSR�-RKQ�
&DUUROO� OH� SLGLy� TXH� FRPHQ]DUD�
una congregación de Hermanas 
EDVDGD� HQ� HO� HVWLOR� GH� YLGD� GH�
ODV� +LMDV� GH� OD� &DULGDG� GH� 6DQ�
Vicente de Paúl en Francia, pero 
se adaptó a las necesidades de la 
realidad estadounidense. ¡Y ella 
OR�KL]R�
���� /DV� +HUPDQDV� H� +LMDV�
de la Caridad crecieron y se 
extendieron a través de los 
Estados Unidos en crecimiento 
y hacia el desierto del sudoeste, 
trayendo atención médica, así 
como servicios educativos, 
sociales y pastorales. ¿Cómo 
pasó esto? Me gusta imaginar que 
(OL]DEHWK�6HWRQ�WXYR�XQD�UHXQLyQ�
mística con Nuestra Señora de 
*XDGDOXSH��(VWD�YH]��HQ�OXJDU�GH�
un monte en México, mi mente 
evoca una de nuestras tormentas 
GH�DUHQD�TXH�HQYXHOYH�D�(OL]DEHWK�
vagando por el desierto. Perdida 
en el remolino de polvo, es el 
cantante Guadalupe quien la lleva 

a la seguridad de una pequeña 
FRFLQD� GH� DGREH�� &UHR� TXH� ODV�
GRV� PDGUHV� KDEUtDQ� FRPSDUWLGR�
un champurrado y unos tamales 
PLHQWUDV� SUHSDUDEDQ� VXV� SODQHV�
ministeriales para desarrollarse 
en siglos futuros. Estos sueños se 
KDQ�VXVXUUDGR�HQ�ORV�FRUD]RQHV�GH�
ODV� KLMDV� UHOLJLRVDV� GH� (OL]DEHWK��
Tan inspiradas, las hermanas y las 
KLMDV�GH�&DULGDG�OOHJDURQ�DO�RHVWH�
HQ�ODV�FDUUHWDV�FXELHUWDV�\�GH�SLH��
8WLOL]DEDQ�ORV�WUHQHV�\�ÀRWDURQ�HQ�
HO� 5LR� %UDYR�� %DMR� OD� LQÀXHQFLD�
de Nuestra Señora, aprendieron a 
amar las culturas que encontraron. 
(O� LQJHQLR� SUiFWLFR� GH� (OL]DEHWK�
las instó a desarrollar formas 
efectivas de servir a los más 
PDUJLQDGRV�GH�ORV�KLMRV�GH�'LRV�
    Este producto de mi 
imaginación me ha ayudado a 
FRPSUHQGHU� FyPR� XQD� MRYHQFLWD�
de Indiana se ha convertido en 
XQD� *XDGDOXSDQD� HQ� FRUD]yQ��
PHQWH� \� DOPD�� 0H� DWUDMHURQ� OD�
IURQWHUD� HQ� ����� MXQWR� FRQ� RWUDV�
dos Hermanas de la Caridad y 
cuando nos sentimos llamados 
D� FRPHQ]DU� XQD� FOtQLFD� HQ� ODV�
FRORQLDV� GHO� GHVLHUWR�� QR� KDEtD�
duda de que se llamaría La Clínica 
*XDGDOXSDQD��/R�TXH�QR�VDEtDPRV�
en ese momento (¡entre muchas 
RWUDV� FRVDV��� HUD� TXH� (OL]DEHWK�
Seton tenía una gran imagen de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
en la primera Casa Madre de las 
Hermanas de la Caridad en 1809. 
Nuestra Señora aparentemente ha 
SXHVWR�VXV�RMRV�HQ�HO�+HUPDQDV�GH�
la Caridad durante mucho tiempo. 

Nos adoptó como 
suyas y nos 
mostró el camino 
GH� -XDQ� 'LHJR��
aprendiendo de 
aquellos a quienes 
fuimos a servir, 
compartiendo su 
PHQVDMH� VDQDGRU�
y reconociendo su 
cuidado materno 
en milagros que 
QXQFD�KDQ�GHMDGR�
de sorprendernos. 
$EULPRV� OD�
clínica el 4 de 
enero de 1995, 
OD� ¿HVWD� GH� 6DQWD�
(OLVDEHWK� 6HWRQ��
Durante trece 
años, el dinámico 
G~R� GH� (OL]DEHWK�
y Guadalupe ha 
guiado nuestros 
HVIXHU]RV� SDUD�
crear un hogar 
de sanación y 
ELHQHVWDU� HQ� ODV�
colonias.
     
 S i m u l t á n e a m e n t e , 
FRPHQ]DURQ� D� GHVHQUROODU� RWUD�
SDUWH� GH� VX� SODQ�� XQ� FHQWUR� SDUD�
niños con necesidades especiales 
en una colonia al otro lado de la 
frontera que se llama Proyecto 
Santo Niño. Por supuesto, nuestro 
SULPHU� KLMR� HVSHFLDO�� D� TXLHQ�
consideramos el fundador del 
SUR\HFWR��VH�OODPDED�-XDQ�'LHJR��
No hay forma de explicar cómo 
sucedió todo esto o cómo las 

Gringas Hermanas de la Caridad 
FUX]DPRV�OD�IURQWHUD�YDULDV�YHFHV�
D� OD� VHPDQD�� H[FHSWR� SDUD� VDEHU�
TXH� 6DQWD� (OLVDEHWK� 6HWyQ� QRV�
tomó de la mano y que Nuestra 
6HxRUD�QRV�FXEULy�FRQ�VX�PDQWD��
Estas dos dinámicas soñadores 
de Dios continúan iluminando 
nuestro camino e inspirando a 
RWURV�D�KDFHU�HO�YLDMH�FRQ�QRVRWUDV�

Mi Dúo Dinámico de Madres
3RU��+HUPDQD�-DQHW�*LOGHD��6&��(QODFH�3DUD�0XMHUHV�5HOLJLRVDV

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mural

By Deacon Jesus Cardenas, Tepeyac Institute

Por Diacono Jesus Cardenas, Instituto de Tepeyac
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Sidewalk Jesus  
by Janet M. Crowe
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Relight the Candle to Share God’s Light
 0\� FDQGOH� EXUQV� ORZ��
Flickering, the wick struggles to 
EXUQ�EULJKWO\�HQRXJK�WR�GLVSHO�WKH�
dark from even one small corner.  
6R�PXFK�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH�EXW�WKH�
JDXJH� RQ� P\� IXHO� WDQN� ÀXWWHUV�
near empty. How can I keep 
going when I feel hollow inside?
 Such are the feelings 
that sometimes invade my heart 
when I consider that this month 
will mark the anniversary of the 
5RH�Y��:DGH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�OHJDOL]H�
DERUWLRQ� LQ� RXU� QDWLRQ� IRUW\�¿YH�
\HDUV�DJR��)RUW\�¿YH�\HDUV��:K\�
do we even try? Are we really 
making a difference? 
/HW¶V� WKLQN� DERXW� WKDW�� &RQVLGHU�
if we knew that something tragic 
was going to happen at a school. 
There was a small chance that 
we could do something to save 
at least a few of the children, 
EXW�PD\EH�RQO\�WKUHH�RU�SRVVLEO\�
eight. Should we even try?  Would 
it make a difference? 
 To those three or eight 
children and their families, 
it would make a world of 
GLIIHUHQFH��$QG�MXVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW��
ZH�PLJKW�VDYH�RXUVHOYHV�EHFDXVH�
we would know that we tried, we 
GLG�RXU�EHVW�±� UDWKHU� WKDQ�VLWWLQJ�
EDFN�DQG�OHWWLQJ�LW�KDSSHQ�±�HYHQ�

if we saved only one of those who 
were threatened.
  Mother Teresa 
VDLG��³,I�\RX�FDQ¶W�IHHG�D�KXQGUHG�
SHRSOH�� WKHQ� IHHG� MXVW� RQH�´�
Mother Teresa’s philosophy 
EHFDPH�D�YLVLEOH� UHDOLW\� UHFHQWO\�
LQ�WKH�ERUGHUODQG��0D\EH�QRW�IHG��
EXW�OLYHV�ZHUH�VDYHG��RQH�E\�RQH�
 On the eleventh day of 
the 40 Days for Life campaign 
when pro-life people prayerfully 
and peacefully lined the 
sidewalks near two of the local 
DERUWLRQ� FOLQLFV�� D� ZRPDQ� IURP�
-XDUH]� SDUNHG� KHU� FDU� DQG�� ZLWK�
D�KXJH�VPLOH��MR\IXOO\�DQQRXQFHG�
to the people praying along the 
sidewalk that she was returning 
WR�WKH�FOLQLF��QRW�IRU�KHU�DERUWLRQ�
DSSRLQWPHQW� EXW� WR� JHW� D� UHIXQG�
of the money she had paid in 
advance. She had changed 
her mind. When the sidewalk 
DGYRFDWHV� MR\IXOO\� VDLG� WKH\�
would pray for her, she hugged 
them, placed her hand on her 
stomach and happily asked them 
WR� SUD\� IRU� KHU� DQG� KHU� EDE\� DV�
well. The physical presence and 
prayers of the witnesses for life 
UHVFXHG�RQH�EDE\¶V�OLIH�DQG�VDYHG�
a mother from a lifetime of regret. 
And hers was not the only success 

story.
 On Day 25 of the 
campaign, a couple stopped 
EHIRUH� HQWHULQJ� WKH� DERUWLRQ�
facility and listened to one of 
the sidewalk counselors. The 
FRXQVHORU� EULHÀ\� VKDUHG� ZLWK�
the couple her own trauma and 
UHJUHW�IURP�KHU�SDVW�DERUWLRQ��EXW�
they entered the clinic anyway. 
Less than half an hour later, the 
door opened again as the couple 
OHIW� WKH� EXLOGLQJ�� EHIRUH� WKH�
DERUWLRQLVW� DUULYHG�� EHFDXVH� WKH\�
had decided to choose life for 
WKHLU�EDE\��2QH�PRUH�EDE\�VDYHG��
one more mother rescued from 
regret.
� 2Q� 'D\� ���� WKH� ¿QDO�
Monday of the 40 Days for Life 
campaign, a young woman paused 
RQ� KHU� ZD\� WRZDUG� WKH� DERUWLRQ�
facility and listened intently to 
the peaceful and loving prayers 
EHLQJ�VDLG�IRU�KHU�IURP�WKRVH�RQ�
the sidewalk. Moments passed 
and she decided that she would 
QRW�JR�WKURXJK�ZLWK�WKH�DERUWLRQ��
After speaking to the man she was 
with, they returned to their car 
and drove away without stepping 
IRRW� LQWR�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��2QH�PRUH�
SUHFLRXV� EDE\¶V� OLIH� VDYHG� IURP�
death, one more mother spared 

from grief.
 E i g h t 
EDELHV� DUH�
known to have 
EHHQ� UHVFXHG�
from death at 
the hands of 
ORFDO� DERUWLRQLVWV� GXULQJ� WKH� ���
Days for Life campaign. Are eight 
children and eight mothers worth 
DOO�WKH�VDFUL¿FHV�PDGH�E\�SHRSOH�
who stood outside in the heat and 
cold, day after day, gathering to 
pray and peacefully witness to the 
precious gift of life? Ask any of 
the people who volunteered their 
WLPH�� DQG� WKH� DQVZHU� ZLOO� EH� D�
XQDQLPRXV�³<HV�´�
 If even one life was 
VDYHG�� LW�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUWK�
it. And only God knows how 
many more women quietly turned 
DZD\�IURP�DERUWLRQ��FKRRVLQJ�WR�
give life instead of death to the 
already-living children in their 
ZRPEV� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� SK\VLFDO�
and prayerful presence of the 
angels lining the sidewalk where 
WKHLU� EDELHV� ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ�
NLOOHG���-HVXV�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�WKHUH�
on that sidewalk, praying and 
offering compassionate, non-
MXGJPHQWDO� KHOS� WR� WKRVH� ZKR�
needed Him most.

 We can make a 
difference even if we are only 
helping one mother and rescuing 
RQH� EDE\� DW� D� WLPH��$IWHU� IRUW\�
¿YH� \HDUV�� LW� LV� QRW� WLPH� WR� JLYH�
XS� EXW� WR� VXUUHQGHU� RXUVHOYHV� WR�
God and allow Him to use us, our 
time, our talents, and our love, in 
the many ways He can use us to 
help Him rescue His children.
 This year, relight your 
FDQGOH�RI�IDLWK�DQG�¿OO�\RXU�WDQN�
with hope. Make a difference. 
Rescue a life. Be the Sidewalk 
Jesus who holds out a hand 
to help, cherish and protect a 
precious life that God has given 
to each of His children and only 
+H� VKRXOG� EH� DOORZHG� WR� WDNH�
away.
&RQWDFW� WKHVH� OLIH�DI¿UPLQJ�
organizations today to save a 
life:
Southwest Coalition for Life 
at 575-313-2277, or at website 
Southwest.Life
Guiding Star 915-544-9600, 
GuidingStarElPaso.org

 Mi vela arde muy 
lentamente. Parpadeante, la 
mecha lucha para quemar lo 
VX¿FLHQWH� FRPR� SDUD� GLVLSDU� OD�
oscuridad desde un pequeño 
rincón.  Hay mucho por hacer, 
pero el indicador del tanque de 
FRPEXVWLEOH� VH� DJLWD� FDVL� YDFtR��
¿Cómo puedo seguir, cuando me 
siento tan vacía por dentro?
 Tales son los 
sentimientos que a veces invaden 
PL�FRUD]yQ�FXDQGR�UHFXHUGR�TXH�
este mes marcará el aniversario 
de la decisión de Roe V. Wade 
GH� OHJDOL]DU� HO� DERUWR� HQ� QXHVWUD�

nación hace ya cuarenta y cinco 
años. ¡Cuarenta y cinco años! 
¿Para qué lo intentamos, siquiera? 
¿Estamos realmente haciendo una 
diferencia? 
 Pensemos en eso. 
3LHQVH� HQ� TXH� VL� VDEtDPRV� TXH�
DOJR�WUiJLFR�LED�D�VXFHGHU�HQ�XQD�
HVFXHOD�� KDEUtD� KDELGR� VLTXLHUD�
XQD� SHTXHxD� SRVLELOLGDG� GH� TXH�
pudiésemos hacer algo para 
salvar al menos a algunos de los 
QLxRV�� SHUR� WDO� YH]� VROR� WUHV� R�
SRVLEOHPHQWH�RFKR��¢'HEHUtDPRV�
LQWHQWDUOR"� ¢+DEUtD� DOJXQD�
diferencia?

Para esos tres u ocho niños y sus 
familias, sería una gran diferencia. 
Y lo que es igual de importante, 
podríamos salvarnos a nosotros 
PLVPRV��SRUTXH�VDEUtDPRV�TXH�OR�
LQWHQWDPRV��KLFLPRV�OR�PHMRU�TXH�
pudimos, en lugar de retroceder 
\� GHMDU� TXH� VXFHGLHUD�� LQFOXVR�
si salvamos solo a uno de los 
DPHQD]DGRV�
� /D� PDGUH� 7HUHVD� GLMR��
³6L� QR� SXHGHV� DOLPHQWDU� D� FLHQ�
SHUVRQDV�� DOLPHQWD� VROR� D� XQD´��
/D� ¿ORVRItD� GH� OD� 0DGUH� 7HUHVD�
se convirtió en una realidad 
YLVLEOH� UHFLHQWHPHQWH� HQ� OD�
]RQD� IURQWHUL]D�� 7DO� YH]� QR� VH�
alimentaron, pero las vidas se 
salvaron, una por una.
 En el undécimo día de 
la campaña de 40 Días por la 
Vida, cuando personas pro-vida 
VH� DOLQHDURQ� SDFt¿FDPHQWH� HQ�
las aceras, cerca de dos de las 
FOtQLFDV� ORFDOHV� GH� DERUWR�� XQD�
PXMHU�GH�-XiUH]�HVWDFLRQy�VX�DXWR�
y con una gran sonrisa anunció 
DOHJUHPHQWH�D�OD�JHQWH�UH]DQGR�D�
OR�ODUJR�GH�OD�DFHUD�TXH�HOOD�HVWDED�
volviendo a la clínica, no para su 
FLWD�GH� DERUWR�� VLQR�SDUD�REWHQHU�
XQ�UHHPEROVR�GHO�GLQHUR�TXH�HOOD�
KDEtD� SDJDGR� SRU� DGHODQWDGR��
(OOD� KDEtD� FDPELDGR� GH� RSLQLyQ��
Cuando los defensores en la acera  
DOHJUHPHQWH�GLMHURQ�TXH� UH]DUtDQ�
SRU� HOOD�� ORV� DEUD]y�� FRORFy�
VX� PDQR� VREUH� VX� HVWyPDJR� \�
IHOL]PHQWH� OHV� SLGLy� TXH� UH]DUDQ�
SRU� HOOD� \� SRU� VX� EHEp�� /D�
presencia física y las oraciones de 
los testigos de por vida rescataron 
OD� YLGD� GH� XQ� EHEp� \� VDOYy� D�
una madre de toda una vida de 
arrepentimiento. Y la suya no fue 
la única historia de éxito.
 El día 25 de la campaña, 

XQD� SDUHMD� VH� GHWXYR� DQWHV�
de ingresar a la instalación 
GH� DERUWR� \� HVFXFKy� D� XQR� GH�
ORV� FRQVHMHURV� GH� OD� DFHUD�� /D�
FRQVHMHUD� FRPSDUWLy� EUHYHPHQWH�
FRQ�OD�SDUHMD�VX�SURSLR�WUDXPD�\�
VX� SHVDU� SRU� VX� DERUWR� DQWHULRU��
pero de todos modos ingresaron a 
la clínica. Menos de media hora 
GHVSXpV�� OD� SXHUWD� VH� DEULy� GH�
QXHYR�\�VDOLy�OD�SDUHMD�GHO�HGL¿FLR��
DQWHV�GH�TXH� OOHJDUD� HO� DERUWLVWD��
SRUTXH� KDEtDQ� GHFLGLGR� HOHJLU�
OD� YLGD� SDUD� VX� EHEp�� 8Q� EHEp�
más, salvado, una madre más, 
rescatada del arrepentimiento.
 El día 34, el último lunes 
de la campaña de 40 días por la 
YLGD�� XQD� MRYHQ� VH� GHWXYR� HQ� VX�
camino hacia la instalación de 
DERUWR�\�HVFXFKy�DWHQWDPHQWH�ODV�
RUDFLRQHV� SDFt¿FDV� \� DPRURVDV�
TXH� VH� OH� GLMHURQ� SRU� ORV� TXH�
HVWDEDQ� HQ� OD� DFHUD�� 3DVDURQ� ORV�
momentos y ella decidió que 
QR� FRQWLQXDUtD� FRQ� HO� DERUWR��
'HVSXpV�GH�KDEODU�FRQ�HO�KRPEUH�
FRQ� HO� TXH� HVWDED�� YROYLHURQ� D�
su automóvil y se marcharon sin 
SLVDU� HO� HGL¿FLR�� 8QD� YLGD� PiV�
SUHFLRVD�GH�XQ�EHEp�VDOYDGD�GH�OD�
muerte, una madre más salvada 
de la pena.
� 6H�VDEH�TXH�RFKR�EHEpV�
fueron rescatados de la muerte 
D� PDQRV� GH� DERUWLVWDV� ORFDOHV�
durante la campaña de 40 días 
por la vida. ¿Son ocho los niños y 
las ocho madres quienes valen la 
SHQD� WRGRV� ORV�VDFUL¿FLRV�KHFKRV�
por personas que permanecían 
afuera en el calor y el frío, día tras 
día, reuniéndose para orar y dar 
WHVWLPRQLR� SDFt¿FR� GHO� SUHFLRVR�
regalo de la vida? Pregúntale a 
cualquiera de las personas que 
ofrecieron voluntariamente su 

WLHPSR�\�OD�UHVSXHVWD�VHUi�XQ�³6t´�
unánime. 
� 6L� VH� KXELHUD� VDOYDGR�
VROR� XQD� YLGD�� KDEUtD� YDOLGR� OD�
SHQD�� <� VROR� 'LRV� VDEH� FXiQWDV�
PXMHUHV� PiV� VLOHQFLRVDPHQWH�
UHFKD]DURQ� HO� DERUWR�� HOLJLHQGR�
dar vida en lugar de muerte a 
los niños que ya viven en sus 
YLHQWUHV� GHELGR� D� OD� SUHVHQFLD�
física y orante de los ángeles que 
ÀDQTXHDQ� OD� DFHUD�� GRQGH� VXV�
EHEpV� KDEUtDQ� VLGR� DVHVLQDGRV��
-HV~V� GH¿QLWLYDPHQWH� HVWDED� DOOt�
en la acera, orando y ofreciendo 
D\XGD�FRPSDVLYD�\�VLQ�SUHMXLFLRV�
D�DTXHOORV�TXH�PiV�OR�QHFHVLWDEDQ�
Podemos hacer la diferencia, 
incluso si solo estamos ayudando 
a una madre y rescatando a un 
EHEp�D�OD�YH]��'HVSXpV�GH�FXDUHQWD�
y cinco años, no es el momento 
de rendirse, sino de rendirnos a 
Dios y permitir que Él nos use, 
nuestro tiempo, nuestros talentos 
y nuestro amor, en las muchas 
formas en que puede usarnos para 
D\XGDUOR�D�UHVFDWDU�D�6XV�KLMRV���
Este año, vuelva a encender tu 
vela de fe y llena tu tanque de 
HVSHUDQ]D�� +D]� OD� GLIHUHQFLD��
Rescata una vida. Sé la acera 
Jesús, la cual tiende una mano 
para ayudar, apreciar y proteger 
una vida preciosa que Dios le ha 
GDGR� D� FDGD� XQR� GH� 6XV� KLMRV� \�
TXH�VROR�eO�GHEHUtD�SRGHU�TXLWDU�
Póngase en contacto con estas 
RUJDQL]DFLRQHV� TXH� D¿UPDQ� OD�
vida hoy para salvar una vida:
Southwest Coalition for Life 
al 575-313-2277, o ingrese a: 
Southwest.Life
Llame a: Guiding Star 
915-544-9600, o ingrese a: 
GuidingStarElPaso.org
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 Un nuevo año supone 
para cada uno de nosotros una 
QXHYD� SRVLELOLGDG� GH� SHUIHFFLyQ��
GH�PHMRUDPLHQWR��GH��VXSHUDFLyQ��
No te contentes con ser este nuevo 
año, como fuisteis el año pasado. 
No te digo que el año pasado 
fuiste malo; pero es verdad que 
HQ�HVWH�DxR�WLHQHV�TXH�VHU�PHMRU��
Es la ley del  progreso, que es 
ley propia de todo ser viviente. 
Así como vas adelantando en 
todo, en edad, conocimientos, en 
H[SHULHQFLDV�� HWF�� WDPELpQ� GHEHV�
ir creciendo en tu pensamiento y 
en tu espíritu.
� 'LMR� 0DKDWPD� *DQGKL��
TXH� HO� KRPEUH�QR� HV�PiV�TXH� HO�
resultado de sus pensamientos; lo 
que él piensa, es lo que llega a ser. 
De ahí la importancia de cultivar 
EXHQRV� SHQVDPLHQWRV�� TXH� WX�
vayas formando tu conciencia 
día a día. De lo que eres tú en la 
YLGD�\�OR�TXH�OD�YLGD�GHEH�VHU�SDUD�
ti. Cultivar en ti pensamientos 
VHULRV�� QREOHV�� UHFWRV�� SOHQRV� GH�
ERQGDG�� KD� GH� VHU� WX� SULQFLSDO�
cuidado. Encontré una hermosa 
RUDFLyQ�� TXH� KDEtD� GHVHDGR� SRU�
PXFKR�WLHPSR��³6HxRU��HQVpxDPH�
OD� GXO]XUD� GH� SHQVDU� ELHQ´�� (Q�
nuestras conversaciones agrada 
PDV�KDEODU�PDO�TXH�ELHQ��3HQVDU�
ELHQ�GH�DOJXLHQ�VLQ�QLQJ~Q�³SHUR´��
QR� HV� FRP~Q�� 6LQ� HPEDUJR� TXH�
GXO]XUD� SRU� GHVFXEULU�� 1XHVWUR�
LQWHULRU� VH� FRQYLHUWH� HQ� XQ� EHOOR�
lago de montaña, tranquilo y en 

SD]�� 3DUD� DQLPDUQRV� D� DGTXLULU�
HVWD� FRQVWDQWH� EHQHYROHQFLD��
SHQVHPRV� HQ� OR� DJUDGDEOH� TXH�
VHUi�YLYLU�MXQWR�D�QRVRWURV���
� 7HQHPRV�FLHUWD�OLPSLH]D�
TXH� UHDOL]DU� HQ� QXHVWUR� PHGLR�
DPELHQWH�� QXHVWUR� SODQHWD� HVWi��
muy sucio y esto es una noticia 
aterradora. Tenemos que hacer 
DOJR� GH� OLPSLH]D� DQWHV� TXH�
sea tarde. Pero hay otra área 
LPSRUWDQWH� TXH� WDPELpQ� QHFHVLWD�
con urgencia cierta atención 
especial. Sucede que esta área se 
HQFXHQWUD�HQ�PHGLR�GH�WXV�RUHMDV��
1R� HVWR\� KDEODQGR� GH� WX� FDUD��
+DEOR�GH�WX�PHQWH�\�GH�OD�SROXFLyQ�
TXH�DEVRUEH��7RGRV�ORV�GtDV�HVWDV�
expuesto al sexo, a la violencia 
en la televisión y en internet y 
SRVLEOHPHQWH� DO� OHQJXDMH� YXOJDU�
HQ� HO� WUDEDMR� R� HQ� OD� HVFXHOD�� (O�
peligro aterrador es la manera en 
la que estos estímulos negativos 
afectan tus pensamientos, 
actitudes, metas y acciones. NOS 
CONVERTIMOS EN LO QUE 
PENSAMOS y pensamos en lo 
que es puesto en nuestras mentes 
por nosotros mismos o por otras 
personas.
 Si tienes amigos 
positivos y te alimentas de 
información apropiada, estarás 
JDUDQWL]DQGR� TXH� WX� YLGD� YD\D�
HQ�DO]D��:LOOLDP�-DPHV�GLMR��³(O�
PiV� JUDQGH� GHVFXEULPLHQWR� GH�
mi generación es que los seres 
KXPDQRV� SXHGDQ� PRGL¿FDU� VXV�
YLGDV�DO�FDPELDU�OD�DFWLWXG�GH�VXV�

PHQWHV´���(VSHUR�TXH�QRV�XQDPRV�
HQ�OD�OLPSLH]D�GH�OD�FRQWDPLQDFLyQ�
de la mente, porque si lo hacemos, 
VHUHPRV� GLFKRVRV�� VDOXGDEOHV� \�
felices como nunca antes!!! Es 
OD�PHQWH�OD�TXH�KDFH�HO�ELHQ�R�HO�
PDO�� OD� TXH� KDFH�PtVHUR� R� IHOL]��
ULFR� R� SREUH�� &DGD� XQR� SXHGH�
elegir lo que piensa, aunque le 
FXHVWH�VXGRU�HVWD�HOHFFLyQ��/D�SD]�
PHQWDO� FRPLHQ]D� FRQ� QXHVWURV�
propios pensamientos y de ahí se 
extiende hacia el exterior.
 En todos los tiempos 
KDEODPRV� PXFKR� GHO� HVWDGR� GHO�
mundo y el nuestro no es diferente. 
El mundo es un desorden. 
Experimentamos este desorden 
de cien maneras todos los días. 
6H� KDEOD� PXFKR� GH� FDPELDU� DO�
mundo. Hoy en día la mayoría 
de las personas no creen que el 
PXQGR�SXHGD�FDPELDU�UHDOPHQWH��
Pero si se puede!!!  Cómo? El 
FDPELR� QR� YLHQH� GH� JRELHUQRV��
tienen sus proyectos pero no se 
SXHGHQ� OHJLVODU� OD� ERQGDG�� OD�
YLUWXG�\�OD�PRUDOLGDG��(O�FDPELR�
no vendrá de la economía ni de 
las multinacionales. Estos tienen 
su meta y no hay evidencia que 
más dinero o un estándar de vida 
OOHYH� D� XQ� PXQGR� PHMRU�� PiV�
MXVWR�\�PiV�XQLGR��(O�FDPELR�QR�
vendrá de la ciencia, su enfoque 
HVWD�PiV� HQ� REVHUYDU� \� DQDOL]DU��
1R� H[LVWH� XQ� JUXSR� FRQ�PHMRUHV�
SRVLELOLGDGHV� SDUD� FDPELDU� DO�
mundo que los cristianos. Si los 
FULVWLDQRV� QR� FDPELDU� DO�PXQGR��

el mundo no 
F D P E L D U D ��
Y la manera 
GH� FDPELDU�
al mundo 
es simple 
\� VHQFLOOD��
Pensar y vivir como cristianos. 
6RPRV�GRV�ELOORQHV�GH�FULVWLDQRV�
en el planeta; cualquier cosa 
TXH� KDJDPRV� MXQWRV� WHQGUi�
XQD� LQÀXHQFLD� HQRUPH�� 6L� ORV�
cristianos nos comportamos como 
cristianos, el mundo sería un lugar 
diferente en unas semanas y los 
JUDQGHV� \� SHTXHxRV� SUREOHPDV�
que sufrimos se resolverían más 
pronto que tarde.
 Pero todos hemos 
IDOODGR� HQ� OOHYDU� HO� PHQVDMH�
SRUTXH�HO�PXQGR�QR�VH�FDPELD�FRQ�
discursos y sermones, sino con 
ODGULOORV�GH�EXHQ�HMHPSOR��SXHVWRV�
día a día. Hemos escuchado 
GHFLU�TXH�HO�HMHPSOR�HV�HO�PHMRU�
PDHVWUR�� %HQMDPtQ� )UDQNOLQ��
FUHtD� HQ� HVH� YLHMR� D[LRPD�� (O�
FUHtD� TXH� )LODGHO¿D� QHFHVLWDED�
DOXPEUDGR� S~EOLFR�� SHUR� VDEtD�
TXH�HO�HMHPSOR�HUD�PiV�SHUVXDVLYR�
que un argumento. Ideo un 
método particular para convencer 
D� VXV� YHFLQRV� GH� TXH� )LODGHO¿D�
QHFHVLWDED� DOXPEUDGR� S~EOLFR��
Colgó una hermosa lámpara de un 
largo soporte afuera de su propia 
puerta. Mantuvo la lámpara de 
vidrio maravillosamente limpia 
\� DO� SDELOR� FXLGDGRVDPHQWH�
DMXVWDGR�� $O� SRFR� WLHPSR� ORV�

YHFLQRV� GH� )UDQNOLQ� HPSH]DURQ�
a colocar lámparas afuera de sus 
puertas. Pronto los ciudadanos 
GH� )LODGHO¿D� HVWXYLHURQ� OLVWRV�
SDUD� DOXPEUDU� VXV� FDOOHV�� 1L� ORV�
discursos más elocuentes de 
%HQMDPtQ�)UDQNOLQ��FRQYHQFLHURQ�
a la gente sino el poder persuasivo 
GH� VX� HMHPSOR�� &RPR� LQWHQWDV�
LQÀXHQFLDU� D� ODV� SHUVRQDV"�
,QWLPLGiQGRODV"� � )RU]iQGRODV� D�
ver las cosas a tu manera?
 Estoy de acuerdo con 
(GJDU� $�� *XHVW�� TXLHQ� GHFtD�� ³�
3UH¿HUR� TXH� PH� GHQ� HMHPSOR� D�
escuchar un gran discurso o un 
JUDQ� VHUPyQ´�� � 3DUD� DVXPLUOR��
hacer y mostrar son más 
SRGHURVRV�TXH�ODV�SDODEUDV��(VWDU�
en la presencia de Dios nos llena 
GH�VDELGXUtD�\�ERQGDG��SDUD�KDFHU�
HO� ELHQ�� (VWRV� VRQ� ORV� QXHYRV�
FRPLHQ]RV� TXH� WRGRV� GHEHPRV�
considerar practicar este nuevo 
año, sino el mundo seguirá igual 
o poquito peor. De ti y de mi 
depende que esto comience a 
FDPELDU�SDUD�ELHQ�GH�WRGRV��ÒQHWH�
D� HVWD� QREOH� FDXVD� \� GHMD� ODV�
KXHOODV�GH�WXV�EXHQRV�HMHPSORV��
Bendiciones!

 A new year supposes 
that each one of us has a new 
SRVVLELOLW\� IRU�SHUIHFWLRQ�DQG� IRU�
LPSURYHPHQW��'R�QRW�EH� FRQWHQW�
ZLWK� EHLQJ� WKH� VDPH� WKLV� 1HZ�
Year, as you were last year. I am 
QRW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�\RX�ZHUH�EDG�ODVW�
\HDU�� EXW� LW� LV� WUXH� WKDW� WKLV� \HDU�
\RX� KDYH� WR� EH� EHWWHU�� ,W� LV� WKH�
law of progress, which is the law 
RI� HYHU\� OLYLQJ� EHLQJ�� $V� \RX�
progress in everything, in age, 
knowledge, experiences, etc. you 
must also grow in your thinking 
and in your spirit.
 Mahatma Gandhi said 
that man is nothing more than the 
result of his thoughts; what he 
WKLQNV��LV�ZKDW�KH�EHFRPHV��+HQFH�
the importance of cultivating 
good thoughts and that you are 
forming your consciousness 
GD\� E\� GD\���� ZKDW� \RX� DUH� LQ�
OLIH� DQG� ZKDW� OLIH� VKRXOG� EH� IRU�
you. To cultivate in you serious 
WKRXJKWV�� QREOH�� ULJKWHRXV�� IXOO�
RI� JRRGQHVV��PXVW� EH� \RXU�PDLQ�
FRQFHUQ�� ,� IRXQG� D� EHDXWLIXO�
prayer, for which I had looked 
IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��³/RUG�� WHDFK�PH�
WKH� VZHHWQHVV� RI� WKLQNLQJ�ZHOO´��
In our conversations sometimes 
ZH� SUHIHU� WR� WDON� EDGO\� WKDQ�
kindly. Thinking well of someone 
ZLWKRXW�DQ\�³EXW´�LV�QRW�FRPPRQ��
How sweet it is to discover 
WKDW� RXU� LQWHULRU� FDQ� EHFRPH� D�
EHDXWLIXO� PRXQWDLQ� ODNH�� TXLHW�
and peaceful. To encourage us to 
DFTXLUH�WKLV�FRQVWDQW�EHQHYROHQFH��
OHW¶V� WKLQN� DERXW� KRZ� SOHDVDQW� LW�

ZLOO�EH�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�
 We have some cleaning 
to do in our environment, our 
planet is very dirty and this is 
frightening news. We have to 
DFW�EHIRUH� LW¶V� WRR� ODWH��%XW� WKHUH�
is another important area that 
also urgently needs some special 
attention. It happens that this 
area is in the middle of your 
HDUV�� ,¶P� QRW� WDONLQJ� DERXW� \RXU�
face. I speak of your mind and 
RI� WKH� SROOXWLRQ� WKDW� LW� DEVRUEV��
Every day you are exposed to 
sex, to violence on television 
DQG� RQ� WKH� LQWHUQHW� DQG� SRVVLEO\�
to vulgar language at work or at 
school. The frightening danger is 
the way in which these negative 
stimuli affect your thoughts, 
attitudes, goals and actions. WE 
CONVERT TO WHAT WE 
7+,1.� DERXW�� DQG� WKLQN� DERXW�
ZKDW� LV� SXW� LQWR� RXU� PLQGV� E\�
RXUVHOYHV�RU�E\�RWKHU�SHRSOH�
 If you have positive 
friends and you feed on 
appropriate information, you will 
EH�JXDUDQWHHLQJ�WKDW�\RXU�OLIH�ZLOO�
EH�HOHYDWHG��:LOOLDP�-DPHV�VDLG��
³7KH� JUHDWHVW� GLVFRYHU\� RI� P\�
JHQHUDWLRQ� LV� WKDW� KXPDQ� EHLQJV�
FDQ�FKDQJH�WKHLU�OLYHV�E\�FKDQJLQJ�
WKH� DWWLWXGH� RI� WKHLU� PLQGV�´� ,�
hope we unite in cleaning the 
PLQG�SROOXWLRQ��EHFDXVH�LI�ZH�GR��
ZH� ZLOO� EH� EOHVVHG�� KDSS\� DQG�
KHDOWK\�DV�QHYHU�EHIRUH��,W� LV� WKH�
mind that does good or evil, that 
PDNHV�XV�PLVHUDEOH�RU�KDSS\��ULFK�
or poor. Each one can choose what 

he thinks, even if this selection 
will cost him sweat. Mental peace 
EHJLQV�ZLWK�RXU�RZQ�WKRXJKWV�DQG�
then spreads outwards.
 Nowadays everyone 
WDONV�DERXW�WKH�VWDWH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��
and our own world is no different. 
The world is in disarray! All of us 
experience this disorder in many 
ways every single day of our 
OLYHV���7KHUH�LV�D�ORW�RI�WDON�DERXW�
FKDQJLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�WKH�EHWWHU��
EXW�LQ�UHDOLW\�PRVW�SHRSOH�GR�QRW�
EHOLHYH� LW� FDQ� KDSSHQ�� � %XW� LW� LV�
LQGHHG�SRVVLEOH���+RZ"��
 This change will not 
FRPH�DERXW�IURP�DQ\�JRYHUQPHQW���
All governments have their own 
DJHQGDV�EXW�WKH\�GR�QRW�OHJLVODWH�
human kindness, virtue or 
morality.  Change will not come 
from multinational economies. 
Governments have their own 
REMHFWLYHV�DQG�GHVLUHG�UHVXOWV�DQG�
there is no evidence that more 
ZHDOWK� RU� D� EHWWHU� VWDQGDUG� RI�
living will improve our world to 
PDNH� LW� D� PRUH� MXVW� DQG� XQL¿HG�
place.  This change will not come 
IURP� WKH� VFLHQWL¿F� FRPPXQLW\�
HLWKHU� EHFDXVH� LWV� IRFXV� LV� RQ�
UHVHDUFKLQJ�DQG�DQDO\]LQJ���
 There is no one group 
ZLWK� D� JUHDWHU� SRVVLELOLW\� IRU�
change in our world than 
Christians! If Christians don’t or 
won’t try to change the world, 
it will remain such as it is.  And 
the way to effect this change 
is very simple. Think and Live 
as Christians!  There are two 

ELOOLRQ� &KULVWLDQV� RQ� RXU� SODQHW��
Whatever we do as a group will 
have great impact.  If we as 
Christians would act more Christ-
OLNH�RXU�ZRUOG�ZRXOG�EH�D�PXFK�
EHWWHU� RQH� LQ� MXVW� D� VKRUW� WLPH��
DQG�RXU�SUREOHPV��JUHDW�RU�VPDOO��
ZRXOG� EH� UHVROYHG� VRRQHU� WKDQ�
later.
 But we have all failed 
in delivering the message of 
peace.  Things do not change 
with long discourses or sermons, 
EXW� UDWKHU� E\� EXLOGLQJ� EULFNV� RI�
good examples displayed daily.  
We have all heard that teaching 
E\� H[DPSOH� LV� WKH� EHVW� OHDUQLQJ�
PHWKRG�� � %HQMDPLQ� )UDQNOLQ�
EHOLHYHG� LQ� WKLV� D[LRP�� +H�
EHOLHYHG�WKDW�3KLODGHOSKLD�QHHGHG�
SXEOLF� OLJKWLQJ� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
FLW\��EXW�KH�NQHZ�WKDW�DQ�H[DPSOH�
RI�WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�PRUH�FRQYLQFLQJ�
that an argument.  He thought of a 
ZD\�WR�FRQYLQFH�KLV�QHLJKERUV�RI�
WKH�QHHG� IRU�SXEOLF� OLJKWLQJ�� �+H�
KXQJ�D�EHDXWLIXO�ODPS�ZLWK�D�ORQJ�
support outside his own front 
door. He kept it perfectly clean 
DQG�EULJKW�DQG�FDUHIXOO\�DGMXVWHG���
%HIRUH� ORQJ�� KLV� QHLJKERUV�
started to place lamps outside 
their front doors as well.  Soon, 
WKH�FLWL]HQV�RI�3KLODGHOSKLD�ZHUH�
ready to light up the streets. Not 
even the most eloquent argument 
could convince the people of his 
LQQRYDWLRQ�� EXW� UDWKHU� KLV� RZQ�
example. 
 H o w 
do you propose 

WR� LQÀXHQFH� RWKHU� SHRSOH"� %\�
intimidation?  By forcing them to 
see things your way?
 I am in total agreement 
with Edgar A. Guest who once 
VDLG�³,�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�EH�JLYHQ�DQ�
example than listen to lengthy 
GLVFRXUVHV� RU� VHUPRQV�´� � 7R�
VXPPDUL]H� WKH� WKRXJKW�� $FWLRQV�
speak louder than Words.
 Being in the presence 
RI� *RG� ¿OOV� XV� ZLWK� ZLVGRP�
and goodness and the desire 
WR� GR� ZHOO�� 7KLV� VKRXOG� EH� WKH�
QHZ� EHJLQQLQJ� WKDW� ZH� VWULYH� WR�
practice in the coming New Year.  
If not, our world will remain the 
same, or worse, deteriorate even 
more.  It is up to each one of us 
WR� WU\� WKLV�QHZ�EHJLQQLQJ�IRU� WKH�
EHWWHUPHQW�RI�DOO�PDQNLQG���/HW�XV�
DOO�XQLWH�LQ�WKLV�QREOH�DQG�ZRUWK\�
cause, and leave our footprints 
of good examples for others to 
follow!
Blessings! 

New Beginnings



 (O� 3DVR¶V� ELJJHVW� DQQXDO�
pro-life event is getting BIGGER! 
The El Paso March for Life is 
partnering with the Southwest 
Coalition for Life to expand into the 
SOUTHWEST March for Life!!! 
 Join thousands of pro-
life youth and families from across 
WKH� ERUGHUODQG� UHJLRQ� WR� PDUFK� IRU�
LIFE on this tragic 45th anniversary 
RI� 5RH� YV�� :DGH�� ZKLFK� OHJDOL]HG�
the premeditated destruction of 
��� PLOOLRQ� FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH� ZRPE��
including at least three children 
HYHU\�VLQJOH�GD\�MXVW�LQ�(O�3DVR��
 Hear from special guest 
VSHDNHU� 'U�� 0RQLTXH� 5XEHUX�� ZKR�
is one of the nation’s leading pro-
OLIH� 2E�*\Q� SK\VLFLDQV� WUDLQHG� LQ�

NaProTechnology and a prominent 
pro-life activist! 
������$0���5DOO\��6DQ�-DFLQWR�3OD]D��
������30���0DUFK�IRU�/LIH�
�����30���0DVV�
 Dr. Monique is a daughter 
RI�*RG��D�ZLIH�WR�DQ�DPD]LQJ�KXVEDQG�
DQG� D� PRWKHU� WR� WKUHH� DGRUDEOH�
kiddos. She is a convinced Catholic 
Christian who lives in Philadelphia, 
3HQQV\OYDQLD�� +HU� UHFHQW� ERRN�
³5LVLQJ� :LWK� 5RVHV´� GHOYHV� GHHS�
LQWR�KHU�IDLWK�MRXUQH\�DQG�FRQYHUVLRQ�
IURP�D�EURNHQ�PDUULDJH�WR�DQ�DPD]LQJ�
and precious relationship with God. 
It also addresses many interesting 
life lessons that she learned along the 
way and now shares with her patients 
RQ�D�GDLO\�EDVLV�

� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� EHLQJ� D�
UHQRZQHG� SUR�OLIH� 2E�*\Q�� 'U��
Monique also leads 40 Days for 
/LIH� DQG� RUJDQL]HV� \HDU�URXQG�
sidewalk counseling in Philadelphia. 
$VLGH� IURP� EHLQJ� DV� D� YRFDO� SUR�
life advocate, trained sidewalk 
FRXQVHORU�� DQG� SXEOLF� VSHDNHU�� VKH�
DOVR� ORYHV� VDOVD� GDQFLQJ�� VFXED�
diving, traveling, loving on her 
family, and spending time with her 
Lord at Mass and Adoration.
 Don’t miss this critical and 
LQVSLULQJ� HYHQW� LQ� RXU� ERUGHUODQG¶V�
¿JKW� WR� UHVSHFW� WKH�GLJQLW\�RI� HYHU\�
human life, from conception to 
natural death! 
Go online to march.southwest.life
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 $W� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI�
'HFHPEHU��0V��3DWULFLD�/RSH]�)LHUUR��
chancellor of the Diocese of El Paso, 
and Father Jose A. Morales, Pastor 
of Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 
+RUL]RQ�� 7;�� PDGH� D� SLOJULPDJH�
to the nation’s capital to lift up the 
PRUDO�DQG�KXPDQ�LPSDFWV�RI�D�EURNHQ�
immigration system on communities 
OLNH� (O� 3DVR�� 7KHUH� WKH\� MRLQHG�
thousands of advocates from across 
the country who have travelled to 
Washington,DC in the last several 
months to advocate for the Dream 
Act and protections for migrants at 
risk of losing TPS status.
� ³7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ�WR�
GR�´�VDLG�0V��/RSH]�)LHUUR��³3HRSOH�
of faith cannot sit on the sidelines 
LQ� WKH� IDFH� RI� LQMXVWLFH�� 2XU� (O�
Paso church is a place of refuge for 
PLJUDQWV� DQG� RXU� ERUGHU� FRPPXQLW\�
is a migrant community. We had to 
EULQJ�WKLV�PHVVDJH�WR�:DVKLQJWRQ�´
 Last fall, the Trump 
administration announced plans to 
end the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program (DACA). Nearly 
�������� \RXQJ� PLJUDQWV� ZKR� ZHUH�
EURXJKW� WR� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� DV�
children have received work permits 
and protection from deportation 
through DACA. Unless Congress acts 
in the next few months, these young 
SHRSOH� ZLOO� EH� DW� ULVN� RI� VHSDUDWLRQ�
from their communities and families 
through deportation.
 According to Father 
0RUDOHV�� ³$V� SULHVWV�� ZH� NQRZ� WKDW�
Dreamers and other migrants are part 
RI�WKH�IDEULF�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H¶YH�
EDSWL]HG�WKHP��JLYHQ�WKHP�WKHLU�)LUVW�

Holy Communions and married 
them. We’ve seen them graduate from 
college, serve in the armed forces and 
JLYH� EDFN� WR� WKHLU� FRXQWU\�� 7R� GDVK�
WKHLU�DVSLUDWLRQV�QRZ�ZRXOG�EH�FUXHO��
7KLV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�¿[�´
 During their trip to DC, 
0V��/RSH]�)LHUUR�DQG�)DWKHU�0RUDOHV�
YLVLWHG� WKH� RI¿FHV� RI�7H[DV� VHQDWRUV�
and representatives. During her 
YLVLWV�� 0V�� /RSH]� )LHUUR� GHOLYHUHG�
a drawing and poem from a local 
Catholic school student, which depict 
WKH�KDUVK�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�ERUGHU�ZDOO�
� 7KH\� ZHUH� DEOH� WR�
EULQJ� WKHLU� PHVVDJH� GLUHFWO\� WR�
Congressman Will Hurd, who 
represents communities in West 
Texas, including parishioners at 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 
+RUL]RQ��$IWHU�PDNLQJ� WKHLU� FDVH� LQ�
5HSUHVHQWDWLYH� +XUG¶V� RI¿FH�� WKH�
congressman issued a statement 
calling on the Speaker of the House, 
Paul Ryan, to act to help Dreamers.
 Pope Francis spoke late last 
\HDU�DERXW�WKH�SUHFDULRXV�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�
ZKLFK�'UHDPHUV�QRZ�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV��
³*RG�VDLG� LW� DQG� WKH�%LEOH� LV� FOHDU�´�
WKH�3RSH�VDLG��³5HFHLYH�WKH�PLJUDQW��
UHFHLYH�WKH�UHIXJHH��EHFDXVH�\RX�WRR�
were a migrant and refugee from 
(J\SW�´
� %LVKRS� 0DUN� -�� 6HLW]� KDV�
VSRNHQ�RQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�RFFDVLRQV� LQ�
support of Dreamers. Last year, when 
the Texas attorney general led efforts 
to force the Trump administration 
WR� UROO� EDFN� '$&$� SURWHFWLRQV�� WKH�
ELVKRS� ZURWH� WKDW� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WU\LQJ�
to use the law to punish Dreamers, 
ODZPDNHUV� ³VKRXOG� KDYH� SUDFWLFHG� D�

KLJKHU�ODZ��WKDW�RI�MXVWLFH�DQG�PHUF\�
and faithfulness. They should have 
imitated God’s compassion toward 
WKRVH� IRUFHG� E\� OLIH¶V� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
WR�FDUU\�KHDY\�ORDGV�´
 Hundred of thousands 
of persons are also at risk of losing 
protection from deportation who 
are currently in the country as 
EHQH¿FLDULHV� RI� WKH� 7HPSRUDU\�
Protected Status program (TPS). TPS 
SURYLGHV� UHOLHI� WR� PLJUDQWV� XQDEOH�
to return to their countries due to 
VHULRXV� FRQGLWLRQV� VXFK� DV� FRQÀLFW�
or natural disasters. Late last year, 
the administration announced the 
cancellation of TPS for Haitians, 
despite the devastation caused there 
E\�WKH�UHFHQW�KXUULFDQHV�0DWWKHZ�DQG�

Irma. The Trump administration also 
announced that TPS for Hondurans 
PLJKW� DOVR� EH� FDQFHOOHG�� GHVSLWH�
GDQJHURXV�SROLWLFDO�LQVWDELOLW\�WKHUH�
� 0V�� /RSH]� )LHUUR� DQG�
)DWKHU� 0RUDOHV� ZHUH� DEOH� WR� PDNH�
their trip with support from the Hope 
Border Institute (HOPE), a Catholic 
HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�DGYRFDF\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
WKDW�ZRUNV�ZLWK�ORFDO�ERUGHU�GLRFHVHV��
According to HOPE, Texas is the 
state with the second largest amount 
RI� '$&$� EHQH¿FLDULHV� DQG� LI�
&RQJUHVV� GRHV� QRW� ¿[� WKH� SURJUDP��
the economic impact to the state will 
EH�RYHU�VL[�ELOOLRQ�GROODUV�
 According to Mr. Dylan 
&RUEHWW��([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�RI�+23(��
UDWKHU� WKDQ� ¿[LQJ� WKH� SUREOHP�� WKH�

actions of the Trump administration 
KDYH�DFWXDOO\�PDGH�WKLQJV�ZRUVH��³%\�
cancelling protections for Dreamers 
and recipients of TPS, the Trump 
administration is not only creating 
IHDU�DQG�DQ[LHW\�IRU�DQ�XQWROG�QXPEHU�
of families across the country and 
LQ� RXU� ERUGHU� FRPPXQLWLHV�� EXW� LV�
actually unnecessarily creating a 
larger undocumented population. 
7KHVH� DUH� SUREOHPV� WKDW� ZH� FDQ� ¿[�
DQG�ZH�VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�SOD\LQJ�SROLWLFV�
ZLWK�SHRSOH¶V�OLYHV�´

More information about Dreamers 
and immigration can be found 
on the HOPE website at www.
hopeborder.org. 

$� SULQFLSLRV� GH� GLFLHPEUH�� OD� 6UD��
3DWULFLD� /ySH]� )LHUUR�� &DQFLOOHU� GH�
la Diócesis de El Paso, y el padre 
José A. Morales, pastor de la Iglesia 
&DWyOLFD� +RO\� 6SLULW� HQ� +RUL]RQ��
TX, hicieron una peregrinación a la 
FDSLWDO� GH� OD� QDFLyQ� SDUD� VXEUD\DU�
los impactos humanos de un 
VLVWHPD�GH� LQPLJUDFLyQ�TXHEUDGR�HQ�
comunidades como El Paso. Allí se 
unieron a miles de defensores de todo 
HO�SDtV�TXH�KDQ�YLDMDGR�D�:DVKLQJWRQ��
'&�HQ�ORV�~OWLPRV�PHVHV�SDUD�DERJDU�
por el Dream Act y protecciones para 
los migrantes en riesgo de perder el 
estatus de TPS.
� ³(VWR�IXH�OR�FRUUHFWR´��GLMR�
OD� 6UD�� /ySH]� )LHUUR�� ³/D� JHQWH� GH�
fe no puede permanecer al margen 
IUHQWH�D� OD� LQMXVWLFLD��1XHVWUD� LJOHVLD�
de El Paso es un lugar de refugio para 
inmigrantes y nuestra comunidad 
IURQWHUL]D� HV� XQD� FRPXQLGDG�
migrante. Tuvimos que llevar este 
PHQVDMH�D�:DVKLQJWRQ�³�
 El otoño pasado, la 
administración Trump anunció 
SODQHV�SDUD�¿QDOL]DU� HO� SURJUDPD�GH�
Acción Diferida para Llegados en 
OD� ,QIDQFLD� �'$&$��� &DVL� ��������
MyYHQHV� PLJUDQWHV� TXH� IXHURQ�

traídos a los Estados Unidos cuando 
HUDQ� QLxRV� KDQ� UHFLELGR� SHUPLVRV�
GH� WUDEDMR� \� SURWHFFLyQ� FRQWUD� OD�
deportación a través de DACA. A 
menos que el Congreso actúe en 
ORV� SUy[LPRV� PHVHV�� HVWRV� MyYHQHV�
correrán el riesgo de separarse de sus 
comunidades y familias mediante la 
deportación.
 Según el padre Morales, 
³FRPR� VDFHUGRWHV�� VDEHPRV� TXH� ORV�
soñadores y otros migrantes son parte 
integral de nuestra comunidad. Los 
KHPRV�EDXWL]DGR��OHV�KHPRV�GDGR�VXV�
Primeras Comuniones y los hemos 
casado. Los hemos visto graduarse 
de la universidad, servir en las 
IXHU]DV�DUPDGDV�\�GHYROYHU�D�VX�SDtV��
Deshacerse de sus aspiraciones ahora 
sería cruel. Esto es algo que podemos 
DUUHJODU�³�
� 'XUDQWH� VX� YLDMH� D� '&�� OD�
6UD��/ySH]�)LHUUR�\�HO�3DGUH�0RUDOHV�
YLVLWDURQ�ODV�R¿FLQDV�GH�ORV�VHQDGRUHV�
y representantes de Texas. Durante 
sus visitas,
� OD� 6UD�� /ySH]� )LHUUR� HQWUHJy� XQ�
GLEXMR�\�XQ�SRHPD�GH�XQ�HVWXGLDQWH�
local de la escuela católica, que 
representan la dura realidad del muro 
IURQWHUL]R�

 Pudieron llevar su 
PHQVDMH� GLUHFWDPHQWH� DO� FRQJUHVLVWD�
Will Hurd, que representa a las 
comunidades en el oeste de Texas, 
incluida la iglesia católica Holy Spirit 
HQ�+RUL]RQ��'HVSXpV�GH�SUHVHQWDU�VX�
FDVR� HQ� OD�R¿FLQD�GHO�5HSUHVHQWDQWH�
Hurd, el congresista emitió una 
declaración llamando al Presidente 
de la Cámara, Paul Ryan, a actuar 
para ayudar a los Soñadores.
� (O� 3DSD� )UDQFLVFR� KDEOy�
D� ¿QHV� GHO� DxR� SDVDGR� VREUH� OD�
precaria situación en la que ahora 
VH� HQFXHQWUDQ� ORV� 6RxDGRUHV�� ³'LRV�
OR� GLMR� \� OD�%LEOLD� HV� FODUD´�� GLMR� HO�
3DSD�� ³5HFLEH� DO� LQPLJUDQWH�� UHFLEH�
DO�UHIXJLDGR��SRUTXH�W~�WDPELpQ�IXLVWH�
un inmigrante y un refugiado de 
(JLSWR´�
� (O� 2ELVSR� 0DUN� -�� 6HLW]�
KD� KDEODGR� HQ� YDULDV� RFDVLRQHV�
en apoyo a los Soñadores. El año 
SDVDGR�� FXDQGR� HO� ¿VFDO� JHQHUDO� GH�
7H[DV� HQFDEH]y� ORV� HVIXHU]RV� SDUD�
REOLJDU� D� OD� DGPLQLVWUDFLyQ� 7UXPS�
a revocar las protecciones DACA, 
HO� RELVSR� HVFULELy� TXH�� HQ� OXJDU� GH�
intentar usar la ley para castigar a los 
6RxDGRUHV��ORV�OHJLVODGRUHV�³GHEHUtDQ�
KDEHU�SUDFWLFDGR�XQD�OH\�VXSHULRU��OD�

GH� MXVWLFLD��PLVHULFRUGLD� \� ¿GHOLGDG���
'HEHUtDQ�KDEHU�LPLWDGR�OD�FRPSDVLyQ�
GH�'LRV�KDFLD� DTXHOORV� IRU]DGRV�SRU�
las circunstancias de la vida a llevar 
FDUJDV�SHVDGDV�³�

Cientos de miles de personas 
WDPELpQ� FRUUHQ� HO� ULHVJR� GH� SHUGHU�
la protección de la deportación que 
se encuentran actualmente en el país 
FRPR� EHQH¿FLDULHV� GHO� 3URJUDPD�
de Estatus de Protección Temporal 
�736��� 736� EULQGD� DOLYLR� D� ORV�
migrantes que no pueden regresar 
D� VXV� SDtVHV� GHELGR� D� FRQGLFLRQHV�
VHULDV� FRPR� FRQÀLFWRV� R� GHVDVWUHV�
QDWXUDOHV�� $� ¿QHV� GHO� DxR� SDVDGR��
HO� JRELHUQR� DQXQFLy� OD� FDQFHODFLyQ�
de TPS para los Haitianos, a pesar 
GH� OD� LQHVWDELOLGDG� SHUVLVWHQWH� HQ�
HVH� SDtV� GHELGR� D� OD� GHYDVWDFLyQ�
causada por los recientes huracanes 
Matthew e Irma. La administración 
GH�7UXPS�WDPELpQ�DQXQFLy�TXH�736�
SDUD�+RQGXUHxRV� WDPELpQ�SXHGH� VHU�
cancelado.
� /D� 6UD�� /ySH]� )LHUUR� \�
el Padre Morales pudieron hacer 
VX� YLDMH� FRQ� HO� DSR\R� GH� +RSH�
%RUGHU� ,QVWLWXWH�� XQD� RUJDQL]DFLyQ�
de educación y defensa católica que 

WUDEDMD� FRQ� ODV� GLyFHVLV� IURQWHUL]DV�
locales. Según HOPE, Texas es 
el estado con la segunda mayor 
FDQWLGDG� GH� EHQH¿FLDULRV� GH� '$&$�
\� VL� HO� SURJUDPD�QR� HV�¿MDGR�SRU� HO�
Congreso, el impacto económico 
para el estado será de más de seis mil 
millones de dólares.
� 6HJ~Q�HO�6U��'\ODQ�&RUEHWW��
'LUHFWRU� (MHFXWLYR� GH� +23(�� HQ�
OXJDU� GH� VROXFLRQDU� HO� SUREOHPD�� ODV�
acciones de la administración Trump 
en realidad han empeorado las 
FRVDV�� ³$O� FDQFHODU� ODV� SURWHFFLRQHV�
para Soñadores y destinatarios de 
TPS, la administración Trump no 
sólo está creando miedo y ansiedad 
SDUD� XQ� Q~PHUR� LQFDOFXODEOH� GH�
familias en todo el país y en nuestras 
FRPXQLGDGHV� IURQWHUL]DV�� VLQR� TXH�
está creando innecesariamente una 
SREODFLyQ� LQGRFXPHQWDGD� PiV�
JUDQGH�� (VWRV� VRQ� SUREOHPDV� TXH�
SRGHPRV�VROXFLRQDU�\�QR�GHEHUtDPRV�
MXJDU�D�OD�SROtWLFD�FRQ�ODV�YLGDV�GH�ODV�
SHUVRQDV�³�

Puede encontrar más información 
sobre los Soñadores e inmigración 
en el sitio web de HOPE en
www.hopeborder.org.

&DWyOLFRV�GH�(O�3DVR�YLDMDQ�D�:DVKLQJWRQ�'&�
para apoyar a los Migrantes

Catholics from El Paso Journey to 
Washington DC to Support  Migrants

Patricia Fierro, Chancellor, delivers to Rep. 
Hurd a drawing of border wall seperating 
families drawn by 7 year old Zoey Torres of 

Mt. Carmel Parish.

Father Jose Morales, Pastor Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church with Congressman Luis V. Gutierrez 

from Illinois at Dream Act Rally.



Most Holy Trinity Catholic School
Supports Guiding Star El Paso

    Most Holy Trinity 
FROOHFWHG� LWHPV� IRU� QHZERUQV� WR�
GRQDWH� WR� ³*XLGLQJ� 6WDU� (O� 3DVR´�
formerly known as the House of 
Hope. Guiding Star El Paso, through 
the support of our community, 
reaches out to those in need with 
love to provide the support they need 
during an unwanted or unplanned 
pregnancy.  Their services in-
clude ultrasounds, pregnancy test, 
peer counseling, support after a 
miscarriage, parenting education, 
material support, fertility education 
DQG�WKHRORJ\�RI�WKH�ERG\�FODVVHV�
�� 7KH� %DE\� -HVXV� 6KRZHU�
KDV� EHHQ� D� WUDGLWLRQ� IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�
DW� RXU� VFKRRO�� � ³,W� EULQJV� MR\� WR�P\�
heart to give people what they need, 
,�IHHO�EDG�IRU�WKRVH�SDUHQWV�ZKR�QHHG�
WKLQJV�´� VDLG� 5DH� 6PLWK�� 5DH� KDV� D�
special interest in giving this year as 
she decided not to accept any presents 
WKLV� &KULVWPDV�� ³,� ZDQW� RWKHUV� ZKR�
are less fortunate to receive presents 
WKLV�\HDU´��
� $� PDMRU� SDUW� RI� RXU�
&DWKROLF� )DLWK� LV� WKH� EHOLHI� LQ� WKH�
FXOWXUH� RI� OLIH��0RQLFD�%DU�ED� IURP�
Guiding Star sent us the following 
PHVVDJH�� ³0RWKHU� 7HUHVD� VDLG� LW�
YHU\� FOHDUO\� ZKHQ� VKH� VDLG�� ³7KH�
ELJJHVW�GLVHDVH� WRGD\�� LV�QRW� OHSURV\�
RU�WXEHUFXORVLV��EXW�UDWKHU�WKH�IHHOLQJ�
RI�EHLQJ�XQZDQWHG��XQFDUHG� IRU� DQG�
GHVHUWHG�E\�HYHU\ERG\��7KH�JUHDWHVW�
evil is the lack of love and charity, 
WKH�WHUULEOH�LQGLIIHUHQFH�WRZDUG�RQH¶V�
QHLJKERU� ZKR� OLYHV� DW� WKH� URDGVLGH��
DVVDXOWHG�E\�H[SORLWDWLRQ��FRUUXSWLRQ��
SRYHUW\� DQG� GLVHDVH�´�:H� FDQ� EULQJ�
the love of Christ to those who have 
EHHQ� HQ�WUXVWHG� WR� RXU� FDUH� EHFDXVH�
RI� VXSSRUW� SURYLGHG� E\� WKRVH� LQ�
our community such as Most Holy 
Trinity Catholic School.
���3URMHFWV�OLNH�WKHVH�KHOS�RXU�VWXGHQWV�
understand the importance of caring 
IRU�RWKHUV�DV�WKH\�FRQWULEXWH�LWHPV�WR�
help.

St. Raphael Catholic School
 Our students from pre-
kinder to 3rd grade performed at 
our annual Advent Program on 

'HFHPEHU� ��WK� DW� ����SP� LQ� WKH�
FKXUFK��7KH\�GLG�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�MRE�DW�
telling the Nativity Story as they do 
every year.
� 2XU� DQQXDO� FDU� UDIÀH� KDV�
HQGHG��:H�UDIÀHG�RII�D������1LVVDQ�
Sentra from Nissan of Las Cruces. 
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV� WR�(UQHVWD�0HQGH]��
a parent of St. Rapha-el’s, for 
ZLQQLQJ�WKH�UDIÀH�
� $V� ZH� FRPH� EDFN� IURP�
Christmas Vacation, we enter the 
\HDU� ������ :H� FHOHEUDWH� WKH� 1HZ�
<HDU� E\� UHWXUQLQJ� WR� WKH� VZLQJ� RI�
WKLQJV� E\� VWDUWLQJ� WKH� QHZ� VFKRRO�
semester with our 1st Annual 10 year 
reunion for the Class of 2008. The 
UH�XQLRQ� LV� EHLQJ� KHOG� RQ� -DQXDU\�
�WK�� LQ� WKH� VFKRRO¶V� OLEUDU\� DORQJ�
ZLWK�0DVV�DQG�%UXQFK�SURYLGHG�E\�
Student Council. It is a nice way to 
EULQJ� EDFN� IRUPHU� VWXGHQWV� WR� VHH�
how they are doing. As well as to 
show our Alumni how the school 
KDV� FKDQJHG� LQ� MXVW� ��� \HDUV� ZLWK�
the technology advances put into the 
curriculum. 
 We are having our Annual 
6FLHQFH� )DLU� LQ� -DQXDU\� RUJDQL]HG�
E\� 0UV�� $UULROD�� 2XU� �WK� DQG� �WK�
grade students have worked hard all 
VHPHVWHU� RQ� WKHLU� 6FLHQFH� 3URMHFWV��
7KHLU�SURMHFWV�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�MXGJHG�
E\� 6W�� 5DSKDHO� $OXPQL� UDQJLQJ�
from various years. We will have 
WKH� UHVXOWV� DV� VRRQ� DV� SRVVLEOH� WR�
see which students will go onto the 

Sun Country 
Science Fair.   

C a t h e d r a l 
High School
The following 
C a t h e d r a l 
High School 
students have 
r e c e i v e d 
c o l l e g e 
acceptances so 
IDU�WKLV�\HDU�
D a n i e l 
B r u n n i c k -
H a r v a r d 
University
Jose Luis 
V i l l a r e a l -
S t a n f o r d 
University

S a u l 
/RSH]�

9DOGH]��6ZDUWKPRUH�&ROOHJH
M a t t h e w 
$ S S O H E \ �
St. Edward’s 
U n i v e r s i t y , 
U n i v e r s i t y 
RI� $UL]RQD��
M i s s i s s i p p i 
S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y , 
C r e i g h t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y , 
U n i v e r s i t y 
RI� $ODEDPD��
$UL]RQD� 6WDWH�
Uni-versity
Cole Urrea- 
St. Mary’s 
U n i v e r s i t y , 
University of 
Texas at Austin, 

Baylor Universi-
ty, Texas A&M 
University
2PDU� $EEXG�
Texas A&M, 
U n i v e r s i t y 
RI� 1HEUDVND��
University of 
Missouri, Uni-
versity of Texas 
at Austin, Iowa 
State University, 
Colorado State 
University, Bay-
lor University
A n t h o n y 
M o u l t o n 
-St. Mary’s 
University - 
Athletic offer - 
Soccer
=DQGHU� .DUU� ��
New England 
College - 
$WKOHWLF� RIIHU� ±�
5XJE\
Congratulations 
Irish!

St. Patrick Cathedral School
Holiday season at St. Patrick 
Cathedral School
� 7KH� PRQWK� RI� 'HFHPEHU�
ZDV� ERWK� D� WLPH� RI� UHÀHFWLRQ�

stewardship 
and cele-
EUDWLRQ� IRU�
the students, 
parents and 
f a c u l t y /
staff at St. 
P a t r i c k 
C a t h e d r a l 

6FKRRO�� 7KH� PRQWK� EHJDQ� ZLWK�
the annual school Posada on Dec. 
��� 6WXGHQWV� VDQJ� DQG� UHHQDFWHG�
Joseph and Mary seeking shelter 
LQ� SUHSDUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� ELUWK� RI�
Jesus. Students sang traditional 
posada songs as students who 
were portraying Mary and Joseph 
VRXJKW�VKHOWHU��WKH�VWXGHQWV�UHMRLFHG�
once the Holy Family were 
granted shelter at the end of the 
performance. Students continued 
WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� FHOHEUDWLRQ� E\� WKHQ�
EUHDNLQJ� SLxDWDV�� 7R� FRQFOXGH�
the event, the Home & School 
Association gave each student a 
FDQG\�EDJ�
 On Dec. 11, the students 
ZHUH�DEOH�WR�JLYH�EDFN�E\�GRQDWLQJ�
Christmas gifts to the less fortunate 

which were picked up and delivered 
E\� WKH� (O� 3DVR� 0RWRUF\�FOH�
Coalition. During the toy collection 
drive the students got to visit with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus.
 Another annual tradition 

ZDV� WKH� EODQNHW� GULYH� VWDUWHG� XS� E\�
VWXGHQWV� DQG� EURWKHUV�� &KULVWLDQ� 	�
6HEDVWLDQ�*DUFLD��7KH�ER\V�FROOHFWHG�
EODQNHWV� DQG� GRQDWHG� WKHP� RQ�

'HF�� ���� 7KLV� KDV� EHFRPH� D� \HDUO\�
DGGLWLRQ� E\� WKH� *DUFLD¶V� DQG� WKHLU�
IHOORZ�FODVVPDWHV�KDYH�EHHQ�JODG�WR�
MRLQ� LQ� E\�GRQDWLQJ�EODQNHWV� IRU� WKH�
needy.
The St. Patrick Cathedral School 
&KDPEHU� &KRLU� DOVR� KDG� WKH�
opportunity to per-form twice for the 
greater El Paso community to help 
spread holiday cheer at the El Paso 
Museum of Art on Dec. 2 and Dec. 
14, prior to the city’s Christmas Tree 
lighting ceremony and again during a 
Christmas music program.
The After School Music Program 
also held its Musical Recitals on 
Dec. 13-14, per-forming Christmas 
musical selections for parents. 
Students showcased their talents on 
the piano, violin, cello and clarinet.
� 6WXGHQWV�HQGHG�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�
of the year with the school’s annual 
&KULVWPDV� 3URJUDP�� ³$� &ODVVLF�
&KULVWPDV´� RQ�'HF�� ���� (DFK� JUDGH�
level performed a classic Christmas 
song for parents and community 
PHPEHUV� LQ� DWWHQGDQFH�� 7KH� PXOWL�
SXUSRVH�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�URRP�
only as parents packed the gym to 
see one of the school’s most popular 
performances.

January is School Board Recognition 
Month
 The last week of January 
is Catholic Schools Week. The event 

allows the school the opportunity 
to showcase the importance of a 
Catholic school education. Events 
FRPPHPRUDWLQJ� WKH� HYHQW� ZLOO� EH�
SRVWHG� RQ� WKH� VFKRRO¶V� ZHEVLWH� DQG�

)DFH�ERRN� SDJH� ODWHU� WKLV� PRQWK��
7KH� PRQWK� LV� DOVR� UHFRJQL]HG� DV�
School Board Recog-nition Month. 
St. Patrick Cathedral School will 
take time during the month to rec-
RJQL]H�LWV�VFKRRO�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�IRU�
volunteering their time and energy to 
serving on the St. Patrick Cathedral 
6FKRRO� %RDUG�� 7KH� VFKRRO� ERDUG�
FRQVLVWV� RI� 7DWLDQD� $YLOD�� %DUEDUD�
Amaya, President Maureen Franco, 
'DQLHOOH� +HUQDQGH]�� 'DQLHO� )L�
erro, Home & School Association 
3UHVLGHQW�0DUWKD�1HYDUH]��DQG�3LIDV�
Silva.

St. Patrick Irish Gala a huge success
 St. Patrick Cathedral 
School held its Irish Gala on Dec. 
1 at Grace Gardens. The fundraiser 
helped raise much-needed funds 
IRU� WKH� VFKRRO��$WWHQGHHV� EHJDQ� WKH�
evening with a silent auction and 
FRFNWDLO� UHFHSWLRQ�� IROORZHG� E\� D�
delicious din-ner, then a live auction 
HPFHHG� E\� )DWKHU� )DELDQ�0DUTXH]��
The evening ended with a dance. The 
HYHQLQJ�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�E\�WKH�+RPH�
& School Association. The event 
was so successful and attendees 
had such a great time that plans for 
another gala next school year is 
EHLQJ�SODQQHG��6FKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�
and HSA representatives would like 
to thank everyone who attended 
the event and especially thank the 
EXVLQHVVHV� DQG� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� ZKR�
sponsored the event and donated 
gifts to help raise funds.

St. Pius X 
C a t h o l i c 
School
St. Pius X 
S c h o o l ’ s 
Chris tmas 
JLIW� SURMHFW�
this year 
was to 
p r o v i d e 
all the 
children at 

WKH�&HQWUR� 6DQWD�&DWDOLQD� LQ� -XDUH]�
with a warm hoodie sweatshirt.  
More than 100 children, from ages 
5 to 15, use this facility where they 
receive educational services, food, 
and a safe place to rest. The center 
LV� ORFDWHG� DURXQG� WKH� ROG� JDUEDJH�
GXPS�LQ�-XDUH]�� � ,W�ZDV� WKURXJK� WKH�
generosity of each SPX family, that 
ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�UHDFK�RXU�JRDO���7KH�
center provides educational services 
to the children who live around this 
area.
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3RVDGD�9RFDFLRQDO��$�&DOOLQJ�WR�5HFHLYH�2WKHUV
 In his message for the 
World Day of Prayer for Peace, 
Pope Francis has invited the 
faithful from across the world to 
open the doors to over 250 mil-
lion migrants (of whom 22.5 
million are refugees) (World 
Day of Prayer For Peace Mes-
sage, Paragraph 1) acknowledg-
ing that as Christians we possess 
a common home and that we are 
a universal family of God (Para-
graph 6).  This act of hospitality 
requires an internal disposition of 
seeking to welcome others into 
our home.  As Latino Christians 
in the United States, our popular 
religiosity and devotions express 
this action of welcoming so many 
WLPHV�� � 5HFHQWO\�� WKH� FHOHEUDWLRQ�
of the posadas express this ges-
ture of hospitality that is at the 
center of our faith.  Saint Charles 
Seminary, opened its doors to 
the community this past Decem-
EHU���th�IRU�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
³3RVDGD�9RFDFLRQDO´� �9RFDWLRQDO�
3RVDGD��LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�
receive over 200 people from the 
different parishes in the diocese 
(children, youth, families and 
WKH� HOGHUO\�� WR� FHOHEUDWH� WKDW� -R-
VHSK�DQG�0DU\�ZHUH�DEOH� WR�¿QG�
a home as they were preparing to 
receive Jesus in Bethlehem.   
 Youth from Our Lady 
of Assumption Parish dressed as 
Mary and Joseph in order to lead 
the procession on the seminary 
grounds.  The participants carried 
their lit candles as they walked 

EHKLQG� WKH� SLOJULPV�
passing from one 
door to another sing-
ing the traditional 
carols to request 
space at the inn.  The 
litany of the saints 
was sung as the sol-
emn procession with 
the seminarians took 
place.  Upon arriv-
ing to the third door, 
there were shouts 
DQG�FDUROV�RI�MR\��OHG�
E\�WKH�6DQ�-XDQ�%DX-
tista Parish Choir, 
EHFDXVH� WKH�SLOJULPV�
KDG� EHHQ� JUDQWHG� D�
SODFH�IRU�-HVXV�WR�EH�
ERUQ����

 

 The meditations of the 
URVDU\�ZHUH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�
YRFDWLRQV� DQG� ZH� UHÀHFWHG� KRZ�
God continues to call people in 
WKH�SUHVHQW��MXVW�DV�KH�FDOOHG�(OL]-
DEHWK��0DU\��-RVHSK��6LPHRQ��$QD�
�DQG�RWKHU�ELEOLFDO�FKDUDFWHUV�� WR�
acknowledge that salvation was 
FRPLQJ�DQG� WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH� WR�EH�
part of the story of salvation.  In 
the present, many are called to 
diocesan priesthood, religious 
life, single life, and married life.  
The entire posada was offered 
for the vocations of the youth of 
the Diocese of El Paso.  We pray 
WKDW� MXVW�DV� WKH�+RO\�)DPLO\�ZDV�
received and given a place of hos-
SLWDOLW\�IRU�&KULVW�WR�EH�ERUQ��WKDW�

the youth may receive the calling 
of God and offer all they are so 
WKDW�-HVXV�PD\�FRPH�WR�EULQJ�KLV�
salvation to the world.  The tra-
GLWLRQDO� SLxDWD�� FDQG\� EDJV�� DQG�
tamales were shared afterwards, 
thanks to the generosity of many 
IULHQGV� DQG� EHQHIDFWRUV� RI� 6DLQW�
Charles Seminary and the Voca-
WLRQ�2I¿FH��

 The Diocese of El Paso 
KDV�KDG�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�RI�UHFHLYLQJ�
men and women for formation to 
the priesthood and religious life.  
7KH�SRVDGD�ZDV�EOHVVHG�WR�FRXQW�
with the participation of young 
ladies who are candidates in for-
mation for religious life with the 
Dominican’s of the Christian 

Doctrine (a religious community 
that serves our diocese).  Several 
seminarians of the Diocese of El 
Paso were also present.  Currently, 
there are a total of 28 seminarians 
who are discerning and preparing 
for priesthood for the Diocese of 
El Paso.  Eight of the seminarians 
are in the Introductory Formation 
Program at Saint Charles Semi-
nary and the other twenty study 
philosophy and theology through 
the sponsorship of the diocese in 
seminaries in different cities.  

 Saint Charles Seminary 
would like to extend its gesture 
RI� KRVSLWDOLW\� EH\RQG� WKH� WUDGL-
tional posada.  We invite you to 
MRLQ� XV� IRU� RXU� QH[W� 0DVV� ZLWK�

the Friends of Saint Charles on 
6DWXUGD\�� -DQXDU\� ��th at 9am.  
We will have the opportunity to 
pray for vocations in the chapel 
of our Saint Charles Seminarians 
and to participate in fellowship 
DIWHUZDUGV�� �7KHUH�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�D�
EULHI�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK� WKH�'LRFHVDQ�
Vocation Ministry after mass, in 
which anyone who would like to 
support and promote vocations 
is welcomed to attend.  We pray 
that each of us may have a spiri-
tuality of hospitality in our daily 
encounters in life as we continue 
studying, working and caring for 
others.

%\�)DWKHU�0DULDQR�/RSH]��'LUHFWRU�2¿FLQD�GH�9RFDFLRQHV

 (Q� VX� PHQVDMH� SDUD� HO�
Día Mundial de Oración por la 
3D]�� HO� 3DSD� )UDQFLVFR� LQYLWD� D�
ORV�¿HOHV�HQ�WRGR�HO�PXQGR�D�DEULU�
las puertas a más de 250 millones 
de migrantes (de los cuales 
22.5 millones son refugiados) 
�0HQVDMH� 3DUD� HO� 'tD� 0XQGLDO�
GH�2UDFLyQ�SRU�OD�3D]��3iUUDIR����
reconociendo que como cristianos 

poseemos un hogar común y 
somos una familia universal de 
Dios (Párrafo 6).  Este acto de 
hospitalidad requiere de una 
GLVSRVLFLyQ� LQWHUQD� TXH� EXVFD�
GDUOHV� OD� ELHQYHQLGD� D� RWURV� HQ�
nuestro hogar.  Como Cristianos 
Latinos en Estados Unidos, 
nuestra religiosidad popular y 
devociones expresan esta acción 

GH�GDU�OD�ELHQYHQLGD�WDQWDV�YHFHV���
5HFLHQWHPHQWH��OD�FHOHEUDFLyQ�GH�
las posadas expresó este gesto 
central de nuestra fe.  El Seminario 
6DQ� &DUORV� DEULy� VXV� SXHUWDV� D�
la comunidad el pasado 14 de 
GLFLHPEUH�SDUD� OD�FHOHEUDFLyQ�GH�
OD�³3RVDGD�9RFDFLRQDO´�HQ�OD�FXDO�
VH�UHFLELy�D�PiV�GH�����SHUVRQDV�
de las diferentes parroquias de la 

diócesis (niños, 
MyYHQHV�� IDPLOLDV�
y personas 
mayores) para 
FHOHEUDU�TXH�-RVp�
y María pudieron 
e n c o n t r a r 
un hogar al 
preparase a 
UHFLELU�D�-HV~V�HQ�
Belén.
 Jóvenes de 
la Parroquia 
Nuestra Señora 
de la Asunción 
se vistieron de 
María y José para 
guiar la procesión 
en el campus del 
seminario.  Los 
p a r t i c i p a n t e s 
SRUWDEDQ� YHODV�
encendidas al 
caminar detrás 
de los peregrinos 
de una puerta a 
otra cantando 
los villancicos 
t r a d i c i o n a l e s 
para pedir 
posada.  Se cantó 
la letanía de los 
VDQWRV�DO�DYDQ]DU�
en la procesión 
s o l e m n e 
guiada por los 
s e m i n a r i s t a s .  
Al llegar a la 
tercera puerta, 
KXER� FDQWRV� GH�
alegría, dirigidos 
por el Coro de 
la Parroquia San 
Juan Bautista, 
porque los 
p e r e g r i n o s 
UHFLELHURQ� XQ�
lugar para el 
nacimiento de 
Jesús.  
 L a s 

meditaciones del rosario se 
EDVDURQ� HQ� ODV� GLIHUHQWHV�
YRFDFLRQHV�\�UHÀH[LRQDPRV�FRPR�
Dios sigue llamando a personas 
en estos días, así como llamo a 
,VDEHO��0DUtD��-RVp��6LPHyQ�\�$QD�
�\� RWURV� SHUVRQDMHV� EtEOLFRV�� D�
UHFRQRFHU�TXH�OD�VDOYDFLyQ�HVWDED�
OOHJDQGR�\�TXH�HOORV�GHEHUtDQ�VHU�
parte de la historia de salvación.  
En el presente, muchos son 
llamados al sacerdocio diocesano, 
a la vida religiosa, a la vida 
soltero y a la vida matrimonial.  
La posada entera se ofreció por 
ODV� YRFDFLRQHV� GH� ORV� MyYHQHV�
de la Diócesis de El Paso.  Le 
pedimos al Señor que así como 
OD� 6DJUDGD� )DPLOLD� IXH� UHFLELGD�
y dada un sitio de hospitalidad 
para el nacimiento de Cristo, que 
ORV�MyYHQHV�UHFLEDQ�HO�OODPDGR�GH�
'LRV�\�VH�RIUH]FDQ�SRU�FRPSOHWR�
para que llegue Jesús a traer la 
salvación al mundo por medio 
de ellos.  La piñata tradicional, 
el aguinaldo, y los tamales se 
compartieron después, gracias a 
la generosidad de muchos amigos 
\�ELHQKHFKRUHV�GHO�6HPLQDULR�6DQ�
&DUORV�\�OD�2¿FLQD�GH�9RFDFLRQHV���
 La Diócesis de El Paso 
KD� WHQLGR� OD�EHQGLFLyQ�GH� UHFLELU�
KRPEUHV� \� PXMHUHV� SDUD� OD�
formación en la vida religiosa y 
sacerdocio.  La posada contó con 
OD� EHQGLFLyQ� GH� TXH� SDUWLFLSDUDQ�
candidatos para la vida religiosa 
con las Hermanas Dominicas 

de la Doctrina Cristiana (una 
comunidad de hermanas que 
sirve a nuestra diócesis).  Varios 
seminaristas de la Diócesis de 
El Paso estuvieron presentes.  
Actualmente, hay un total de 28 
seminaristas que disciernen y se 
preparan para el sacerdocio en 
la Diócesis de El Paso.  Ocho 
seminaristas están en el Programa 
de Formación de Introductorio 
en el Seminario San Carlos y 
RWURV� YHLQWH� HVWXGLDQ� ¿ORVRItD�
\� WHRORJtD� EDMR� HO� SDWURFLQLR�
de la diócesis en seminarios en 
distintas ciudades.  El Seminario 
6DQ� &DUORV� EXVFD� H[WHQGHU� VX�
gesto de hospitalidad más allá 
de la posada tradicional.  Los 
invitamos a nuestra próxima Misa 
con los Amigos de San Carlos el 
ViEDGR�� ��� GH� HQHUR� D� ODV� �DP���
Tendremos la oportunidad de orar 
por vocaciones en la capilla de 
los Seminaristas de San Carlos 
y participar en convivencia 
GHVSXpV� GH� PLVD�� � +DEUi� XQD�
UHXQLyQ� EUHYH� FRQ� HO� 0LQLVWHULR�
Diocesano por Vocaciones 
después de misa, y están invitadas 
todas las personas que quieran 
apoyar y promover vocaciones.  
Le pedimos al Señor que cada 
uno de nosotros pueda tener una 
espiritualidad de hospitalidad en 
nuestros encuentros cotidianos al 
VHJXLU� HVWXGLDQGR�� WUDEDMDQGR� \�
cuidando de los demás.

%\�)DWKHU�0DULDQR�/RSH]��'LUHFWRU�9RFDWLRQ�2I¿FH

3RVDGD�9RFDFLRQDO��8Q�/ODPDGR�D�5HFLELU�D�2WURV

San Juan Bautista Parish Choir led the singing for 
the Posada Vocacional

Posada procession at St. Charles Borromeo 
Seminary

Seminarians Angel DJ Aguilar, Loyd Divinagracia and 
Astry  Deraly were Los Reyes Magos



 The Bishop’s 2018 Appeal 
invites the people of the Diocese 
of El Paso to participate in 
and support the ministries and 
programs of our local Church.  
These ministries and programs 
support parishes, individuals, 
IDPLOLHV�� DQG� WKH� EURDGHU�
community in the 10 counties 
of the Diocese, and they involve 
activities that individual parishes 
cannot carry out on their own.  

The Importance of the Progress 
Annual Appeal 
The Bishop’s Appeal funds 
ongoing ministries.  This revenue 
HQVXUHV� WKDW� WKH� 'LRFHVH� LV� DEOH�
to provide its current level of 
ministries and services.  Funds 
raised through the Progress 
Appeal represent 40% of all funds 
DYDLODEOH�WR�GLRFHVDQ�PLQLVWULHV���
Parishes, Schools, Families and 
,QGLYLGXDOV�%HQH¿W
Parishes receive training, 

consultation, and direct 
support from the programs and 
PLQLVWULHV�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�3URJUHVV�
Appeal and individuals receive 
educational, spiritual, and social 
services.  

• For 33 cents a day, $10 
a month, your gift can support 
the annual retreat for one Deacon 
Candidate.

• For 66 cents a day, 
$20 a month, your gift can fund 
an online class from Tepeyac 
Institute for a Eucharistic 
minister.

• For $1.00 a day, 
$30 a month, your gift can 
provide training for a marriage 
preparation couple at your parish.
• For $2.00 a day, $60 a 
month, your gift can provide half 
the tuition cost for one seminarian 
for one month. 

What’s New This Year?
This year, families can designate 
WKHLU� JLIWV� WR� RQH� RI� ¿YH� DUHDV�
of support.  Just look for the 
GHVLJQDWLRQ� ER[� RQ� \RXU� SOHGJH�
form or gift envelope or call us 
DW����������WR� OHW�XV�NQRZ�\RXU�

preferences.  

How to Designate Your Gift to 
the Area of Your Choice

Education & Formation 
Ministries that oversee our 
Catholic schools, provide support 
to parish catechetical programs, 
and train lay ministers

2I¿FH� RI� (GXFDWLRQ� _� 5HOLJLRXV�
)RUPDWLRQ� 0LQLVWU\� _� 7HSH\DF�
Institute

Evangelization 
Programs that provide 
HYDQJHOL]DWLRQ� DQG� DGYRFDF\� RQ�
EHKDOI�RI�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG

&RPPXQLFDWLRQV� 2I¿FH� _� 3HDFH�
	�-XVWLFH�0LQLVWU\�_�7LJXD�1DWLYH�
$PHULFDQ�0LQLVWU\� _�:HVW�7H[DV�
0LQLVWU\�_�2I¿FH�RI�:RUVKLS
   
Pastoral Outreach 
Ministries that offer human 
services and outreach to the 
Catholic community

&DWKROLF� &DPSXV� 0LQLVWU\� _�
Catholic Counseling Services 
_� 'LRFHVDQ� 0LJUDQW� 	� 5HIXJHH�
6HUYLFHV� _� 0DUULDJH� 	� )DPLO\�
/LIH� 0LQLVWU\� _� <RXWK� 	� <RXQJ�
Adult Ministry

Seminarian & Diaconate 
Formation 
Ministries that recruit and train 

the seminarians and permanent 
deacons for the Diocese of El 
Paso

0DMRU� 6HPLQDULDQV� 3URJUDP� _�
3HUPDQHQW� 'LDFRQDWH� 3URJUDP� _�
6W��&KDUOHV�6HPLQDU\�_�9RFDWLRQV�
Ministry 

Area of Greatest Need
7KH� )RXQGDWLRQ� FDQ� PD[LPL]H�
your gift and use it to make the 
JUHDWHVW� SRVVLEOH� LPSDFW� LI� \RX�
choose this designation.  That’s 
EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�DOZD\V�DVVHVVLQJ�
the areas of greatest need in our 
Catholic community and working 
WR�¿QG�WKH�EHVW�SRVVLEOH�VROXWLRQV�
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Progress,  The Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
EHJLQV�WKLV�PRQWK

�

La Campaña del Obispo 
2018  invita a toda su gente 
en la Diócesis de El Paso a 
que participe y apoye a los 
ministerios y programas de 
nuestra Iglesia local. Estos 
ministerios y programas apoyan 
a las parroquias, a las personas, a 
las familias y a la comunidad en 
general en los 10 condados de la 
Diócesis, además se involucran 
en actividades que las parroquias 
individuales no pueden llevar a 
FDER�SRU�Vt�VRODV�

La importancia de la Campaña 
Anual, Progreso 
/D�&DPSDxD�GHO�2ELVSR�¿QDQFLD�
ministerios que están activos 
continuamente. Este ingreso 
asegura que la Diócesis pueda 
proporcionar su nivel actual 
de ministerios y servicios. Los 
fondos recaudados a través de la 
Campaña de Progres, representan 
el 40% de todos los fondos 
GLVSRQLEOHV�SDUD�HVWRV�PLQLVWHULRV�
diocesanos.
6H� %HQH¿FLDQ� 3DUURTXLDV��

Escuelas, Familias e Individuos
/DV� SDUURTXLDV� UHFLEHQ�
capacitación, consulta y apoyo 
directo de los programas y 
PLQLVWHULRV� ¿QDQFLDGRV� SRU� OD�
Campaña de Progreso y las 
SHUVRQDV� UHFLEHQ� VHUYLFLRV�
educativos, espirituales y 
sociales.

• Por 33 centavos al día, 
���� DO� PHV�� VX� REVHTXLR� SXHGH�
respaldar al retiro anual para un 
candidato al Diaconado.

• Por 66 centavos al día, 
$20 al mes, su donación puede 
¿QDQFLDU� XQD� FODVH� HQ� OtQHD�
del Instituto Tepeyac, para un 
ministro de Eucaristía.

• Por $1.00 al día, $30 
al mes, su donación puede 
proporcionar capacitación para 
XQD� SDUHMD� HQ� � SUHSDUDFLyQ�
matrimonial en su parroquia.

• Por $2.00 al día, $60 
al mes, su donación puede 
proporcionar la mitad del costo 
de la matrícula de un seminarista 
por un mes.

¿Qué hay de nuevo este año?
Este año, las familias pueden 

asignar sus donativos en una 
de las cinco áreas de apoyo. 
6LPSOHPHQWH� EXVTXH� HO� FXDGUR�
de asignaciones en su formato de 
FRPSURPLVR�R�VREUH�GH�GRQDWLYR��
R� OOiPHQRV� DO� ��������� SDUD�
KDFHUQRV�VDEHU�VXV�SUHIHUHQFLDV�

Como Asignar Su Donativo a el 
Área de su Elección

Educación y Formación
Ministerios que supervisan 
nuestras escuelas católicas, 
EULQGDQ� DSR\R� D� ORV� SURJUDPDV�
de catequesis de la parroquia y 
capacitan a ministros laicos

2¿FLQD�GH�(GXFDFLyQ _�0LQLVWHULR�
GH�)RUPDFLyQ�5HOLJLRVD�_�,QVWLWXWR�
Tepeyac

Evangelización
P r o g r a m a s 
TXH� EULQGDQ�
HYDQJHOL]DFLyQ� \�
GHIHQVD�HQ�QRPEUH�
de aquellos en 
necesidad

2¿FLQD� GH�
Comunicaciones 
_� 0LQLVWHULR� GH�
3D]� \� -XVWLFLD� _�
Ministerio de los 

LQGtJHQDV� GH� 7LJXD� _� 0LQLVWHULR�
GHO� RHVWH� GH� 7H[DV� _� 2¿FLQD� GH�
Adoración
   
Alcance Pastoral 
Ministerios que ofrecen 
servicios humanos y alcance a la 
comunidad católica

Ministerio Católico del Campus 
_� 6HUYLFLRV� GH� FRQVHMHUtD�
FDWyOLFD� _� 6HUYLFLRV� 'LRFHVDQRV�
GH� 0LJUDQWHV� \� 5HIXJLDGRV� _�
Ministerio de matrimonio y vida 
IDPLOLDU�_�0LQLVWHULR�GH�-yYHQHV�\�
Jóvenes Adultos

Formación de Seminaristas y 
Diaconado
Ministerios que reclutan y 

entrenan a los seminaristas y 
diáconos permanentes para la 
Diócesis de El Paso

Programa de seminaristas 
PD\RUHV�_�3URJUDPD�GH�GLDFRQDGR�
SHUPDQHQWH� _� 6HPLQDULR� GH� 6DQ�
&DUORV�_�0LQLVWHULR�GH�9RFDFLRQHV

Área de Mayor Necesidad
/D� )XQGDFLyQ� SXHGH� PD[LPL]DU�
su donación y usarla para lograr 
HO�PD\RU�LPSDFWR�SRVLEOH�VL�HOLJH�
esta designación. Eso es porque 
siempre estamos evaluando las 
áreas de mayor necesidad en 
nuestra comunidad católica y 
WUDEDMDQGR� SDUD� HQFRQWUDU� ODV�
PHMRUHV�VROXFLRQHV�SRVLEOHV�

Progreso, 
/D�&DPSDxD�$QXDO�GHO�2ELVSR�LQLFLD�HVWH�PHV�

�

�
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St. Patrick Cathedral Historic Preservation 
Fund Hits Goal of $1 Mill ion 

 Frank Gorman, a devout 
Catholic and lifelong St. Patrick 
Cathedral parishioner left a 
generous gift to the St. Patrick 
Cathedral Historic Preservation 
Fund, helping the fund reach its 
goal of $1 million. An endowed 
fund of $1 million will provide 
D� \HDUO\� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� ��������
WR� KHOS� SUHVHUYH� RXU� EHDXWLIXO�
century-old Cathedral, the 
mother church of the diocese. 
7KH� FDPSDLJQ� WR� HVWDEOLVK� D�
permanent fund for the Cathedral 
ZDV�LQLWLDWHG�E\�)U��5LFN�0DWW\��
in 2011. Since then, more than 
400 donors have given generously 
to the preservation fund. 
 The Cathedral of St. 
Patrick kicked of centennial 
FHOHEUDWLRQV� LQ� 0DUFK�� �����
with a seated dinner for clergy 
and ministry leaders, a Mass to 
commemorate the Feast Day of 
6W��3DWULFN�IROORZHG�E\�D�SDUDGH��
D� �.� 5XQ�� DQG� JXLGHG� WRXUV� RI�
WKH� &DWKHGUDO�� 7KHUH� ZLOO� EH� D�
FHQWHQQLDO� FHOHEUDWLRQ� RI� 6DLQW�
Pedro de Jesús Maldonado from 
January 22-26, 2018. He was 
ordained a priest on January 25, 
����� DW� 6W�� 3DWULFN�&DWKHGUDO� E\�
Bishop Anthony Joseph Schuler, 
S.J.
 Countless people can 
WHOO�\RX�DERXW�KRZ�)UDQN�*RUPDQ�
touched their lives, especially 

how he did things from his heart 
WR�KRQRU�*RG�ZLWK�DEVROXWHO\�QR�
thought of any recognition. As a 
matter of fact, if you were going 
to put his name on something, 
he would refuse. This time is an 
exception. His children thought it 
was important to share the news 
RI� KLV� JLIW� EHFDXVH� WKH\� ZDQWHG�
to inspire others to give. Frank’s 
VRQ�0LNH�VDLG�LW�EHVW��³+LV�FKDULW\�
and humility paved his way to 
KHDYHQ�´��
� 7KH� ¿UVW� WLPH� ,�
FOLPEHG�WKH�VWHHS�VWDLUV� WR�)UDQN�
*RUPDQ¶V� RI¿FH�� KH� ZDV� LQ� KLV�
90’s and still going to work each 
day. I went there to ask Frank’s 
advice. What I left with was 
an enormous appreciation for 
his family history, work ethic, 
dedication to the Church, and a 
gift for the St. Patrick Cathedral 
Historic Preservation Fund. 
Frank was straightforward and 
LQFUHGLEO\�JHQHURXV��0DQ\�YLVLWV��
conversations, stories, anecdotes, 
and follow-up letters would 
ensue. Frank’s love of St. Patrick 
&DWKHGUDO�ZHQW�DOO� WKH�ZD\�EDFN�
to the conversion of his mother 
E\� 0VJU�� +HQU\� %XFKDQDQ�� WKH�
marriage of his parents, his own 
EDSWLVP�� DQG� VHUYLQJ� DV� DQ� DOWDU�
ER\�ZKLOH�D�VWXGHQW�DW�6W��3DWULFN�
Cathedral School where he was 
HGXFDWHG�E\�WKH�6LVWHUV�RI�/RUHWWR��

After the Second Vatican Council, 
or Vatican II, which concluded in 
1965, Frank fought to keep the 
interior of the Cathedral and the 
contents at the altar intact and 
historically accurate. 
 Frank and his late wife, 
%DUEDUD��ZHUH�PDUULHG�RQ�$XJXVW�
���������DW�6W��3DWULFN�&DWKHGUDO�
DQG�ZRXOG� KDYH� FHOHEUDWHG� WKHLU�
��WK� DQQLYHUVDU\� LQ� ������ 7KH\�
KDG� �� FKLOGUHQ�� �� JUDQGFKLOGUHQ��
and 5 great-grandchildren. They 
ZLOO� ERWK� EH� UHPHPEHUHG� ZLWK�
great fondness and admiration 
DQG�ZLOO�EH�GHHSO\�PLVVHG��

The St. Patrick Cathedral 
Historic Preservation Fund was 
HVWDEOLVKHG� WR� SURYLGH� IRU� WKH�
future care of the Cathedral. 
Donations to this fund are a great 
gift to our community and will 
ensure that all families within 
RXU� GLRFHVH� DUH� DEOH� WR� HQMR\�
WKH� EHDXW\� DQG� VDQFWLW\� RI� RXU�
Cathedral Church now and for 
years to come.

To give to the St. Patrick 
Cathedral Historic Preservation 
Fund call the Catholic 
)RXQGDWLRQ� DW� ������������� RU�
visit elpasodiocesefoundation.
org. Donations to the fund are 
WD[�GHGXFWLEOH�

3KRWR� &UHGLW�� 3DWULFN� &UDLJ��
Diocese of El Paso Archives 
and UTEP Special Collections 
Department

<RX�FDQ�UHDFK�0DMRU�*LIWV�2I¿FHU�
6RItD� /DUNLQ� DW� �������������
or slarkin@elpasodiocese.org. 

The Foundation for the Diocese 
of El Paso is located at 499 St. 
0DWWKHZV�6WUHHW�DQG�RI¿FH�KRXUV�
DUH�0RQGD\� ±�)ULGD\�� ������ �����
DQG�E\�DSSRLQWPHQW�����

First Catholic Church in El 
Paso
� 7KH� ¿UVW� &DWKROLF�
Church in El Paso, St. Mary 
&KDSHO��ZDV�EXLOW�E\� WKH�-HVXLWV��
.QRZQ� DV� WKH�5RFN�&KXUFK�� 6W��
Mary was located at the corner 
of Oregon and Wyoming Streets. 
7KH�¿UVW�0DVV�ZDV�FHOHEUDWHG�RQ�
Christmas Day 1882.  
 On March 3, 1914, 
Pope Pius X issued a Papal Bull 
IRUPDOO\�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�'LRFHVH�
of El Paso with Immaculate 
Conception Church as the 
provisional or Pro-Cathedral. 
In June 1915, Pope Benedict 
XV named the Rev. Anthony 
J. Schuler, S.J. of Denver as 
(O� 3DVR¶V� ¿UVW� ELVKRS�� +H� ZDV�
FRQVHFUDWHG�DV�ELVKRS� LQ�'HQYHU�
RQ�2FWREHU����������DQG�LQVWDOOHG�
at Immaculate Conception 
&KXUFK�LQ�(O�3DVR�RQ�1RYHPEHU�
11, 1915.

A Cathedral for the New 
Diocese
 Since neither 
Immaculate Conception nor 
Holy Family Church (formerly 
St. Mary Chapel) was large 
enough to serve as the Cathedral, 
Bishop Schuler informed the 
faithful that he would make 
the new church of St. Patrick 
his Cathedral. The origin of St. 
Patrick Cathedral dates to 1908 
when the parishioners of Holy 
)DPLO\� VWDUWHG� D� EXLOGLQJ� IXQG�
for a new church. By 1913, the 

QHHG�IRU�D� ODUJHU�FKXUFK�EHFDPH�
even more pressing as the city’s 
population grew to 30,000. Father 
Edward Barry, S.J., the pastor at 
Immaculate Conception, devised 
a unique fundraising idea. In 
'HFHPEHU�� KH� GLVWULEXWHG� FDUGV�
with a picture of a proposed new 
church to parishioners saying that 
ZKRHYHU�GRQDWHG����������DERXW�
$215,000 in today’s currency) 
ZRXOG� EH� JLYHQ� WKH� ULJKW� WR�
name the new church after a 
saint. Mrs. Delia Lane, a pioneer 
churchwoman of early El Paso, 
presented a check for $10,000 to 
)DWKHU� %DUU\� RQ� 'HFHPEHU� ����
�����EXW�SDVVHG�DORQJ�WKH�QDPLQJ�
privilege to the Daughters of 
Erin who unanimously chose St. 
Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland, as 
the name of the new church. 
 Several sites were 
considered for the new church 
EHIRUH� )DWKHU� %DUU\� VHWWOHG� RQ�
WKH� FRUQHU� RI�0HVD� DQG�$UL]RQD�
6WUHHWV� ZKLFK� KH� ERXJKW� LQ�
)HEUXDU\� ����� IRU� ��������� 2Q�
1RYHPEHU� ���� ������ %LVKRS�
6FKXOHU� EOHVVHG� WKH� FRUQHUVWRQH�
and the site of the altar was 
PDUNHG�E\�D�ODUJH�ZRRGHQ�FURVV��
In the cornerstone was placed a 
PHWDO� ER[�ZLWK� FRLQV��PHGDOV�� D�
historical record of the ceremony 
written on parchment and placed 
LQ� D� JODVV� WXEH� WR� SUHYHQW� LWV�
destruction from dampness, the 
names of the governor, mayor, and 
RI¿FLDOV�DQG�D�OLVW�RI�EHQHIDFWRUV�
DQG�FRQWULEXWRUV���� $ V�

the cornerstone was 
set, Bishop Schuler 
laid his hand upon the 
PDUEOH� EHLQJ� ORZHUHG�
and sprinkled it with 
Holy Water, saying, 
³,Q� WKH� IDLWK� RI� -HVXV�
Christ we place this 
cornerstone into this 
foundation in the name 
of the Father and Son, 
DQG� WKH� +RO\� *KRVW�´�
On the cornerstone was 
LQVFULEHG� ³&KXUFK� RI�
St. Patrick, erected A.D. 
����� $G� 0DMRUHP� 'HL�
*ORULDP�´� ±� )RU� WKH�
*UHDWHU� *ORU\� RI� *RG� ±�
the motto of the Jesuits.

Architecture
 T h e 
architectural plans for 
St. Patrick were prepared 
E\� %DUQHWW�� +D\QHV� DQG�
Barnett of St. Louis, 
the architects who had 
designed the Cathedral 
Basilica in St. Louis. 
The church was designed 
LQ� WKH� %\]DQWLQH� VW\OH�
of architecture and 
FRQVWUXFWHG� IURP� EULFN�
DQG� &DUUDUD� PDUEOH��
'HVLJQHG� WR� VHDW� ����
worshippers, the interior 
LV� PRGL¿HG� %\]DQWLQH�
with the woodwork of golden oak 
DQG�WKH�ÀRRU�RI�SROLVKHG�RDN��7KH�
interior is adorned with Roman 
FROXPQV�� HODERUDWH� IUHVFRHV� WKDW�

GHSLFW� ELEOLFDO� VFHQHV�� DQG� WKH�
Stations of the Cross that are 
FDUYHG�LQ�EDV�UHOLHI�RQ�WKH�LQWHULRU�
walls.

��� 7KH� LPSUHVVLYH� PDUEOH�
DOWDU� ZDV� GRQDWHG� E\� 0LFKDHO�
&RQQHUWRQ�� D� ORFDO� EXVLQHVVPDQ�
DQG� EURWKHU� RI� 'HOLD� /DQH��

Barbara & Frank W. Gorman, Jr.

St. Patrick Cathedral in the Early 1900’s

St. Patrick Cathedral is 100 Years Old



6HYHQW\�¿YH� IHHW� KLJK�� LW� LV� D�
smaller duplicate of the altar in 
the St. Louis Cathedral and was 
GHVLJQHG� E\� *HRUJH� %DUQHWW� DW�
the request of Bishop Schuler. 
Contained within the altar is an 
eight-foot statue of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus under a large 
canopy that is topped with a 
golden eagle. The Cathedral’s 
original pipe organ was made 
E\�*HRUJH�*LOJHQ�	�6RQV�RI�6W��
Louis. It had 2,500 pipes and was 
electrical in its mechanism.

For the Greater Glory of God
 The dedication ceremony 
took place on Thanksgiving 
'D\�� 1RYHPEHU� ���� ������ 2Q�
1RYHPEHU� ���� ������ %LVKRS�

6FKXOHU� EDSWL]HG� D� EDE\� QDPHG�
3DWULFN�$QWKRQ\�(QMDG\��+H�ZDV�
WKH� VRQ� RI� &ODUHQFH� DQG� ,VDEHO�
(QMDG\�DQG�D�0HVFDOHUR�$SDFKH��
7KH�¿UVW�PDUULDJH�DW�WKH�&DWKHGUDO�
RFFXUUHG� LQ� 'HFHPEHU� ZKHQ�
Private James Joseph O’Brien 
married Mary Louise Hinton with 
WKH�FHUHPRQ\�RI¿FLDWHG�E\�-HVXLW�
Father A.F. Upton. The marriage 
ZDV� UXVKHG� EHFDXVH� WKH� JURRP�
was leaving within a few days for 
military service in Europe during 
World War I. Louise died in 1926 
LQ�(O�3DVR�ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�MXVW����
years old. James died in 1930 
LQ� 7XFVRQ��$UL]RQD�� +H� ZDV� ����
They had 4 children. 
 Bishop Schuler 
UHTXHVWHG� WKDW� WKH� &DWKHGUDO� EH�

DGPLQLVWHUHG� E\�
WKH� -HVXLWV� EXW� KLV�
request was denied 
E\� 5RPH� EHFDXVH�
the New Mexico-
Colorado Province 
of the Society of 
Jesus was in the 
SURFHVV� RI� EHLQJ�
divided. Therefore, 
St. Patrick 
Cathedral has 
EHHQ� DGPLQLVWHUHG�
E\� GLRFHVDQ� FOHUJ\� VLQFH� LWV�
opening. Bishop Schuler 
appointed Rev. George C. 
)UXQG�WKH�¿UVW�UHFWRU�LQ�2FWREHU�
������ 2QH� RI� WKH� HDUO\� SDVWRUV�
at the Cathedral was Father 
Malachy O’Leary who started 

St. Patrick Parochial School and 
laid the plans for the Catholic 
Community Center which 
EHFDPH�&DWKHGUDO�+LJK�6FKRRO��
In June 1925, Father O’Leary 
ZDV�VXFFHHGHG�E\�)DWKHU�5REHUW�
O’Laughran. Under him, the 
&RPPXQLW\�&HQWHU�ZDV�¿QLVKHG�
and the Christian Brothers 
arrived in El Paso to open 
Cathedral High School. In time, 
the parish came to encompass 
WKH� HQWLUH� FLW\� EORFN� LQFOXGLQJ�
the church, Cathedral High 
School, the priests’ homes, St. 
Patrick Parochial School, the 
Christian Brothers’ home, the 
Daughters of Charity’s home, 
and the Catholic Museum 
EXLOGLQJ��$FURVV� WKH� VWUHHW� ZDV�
the Chancery and Bishop’s 
house and Hotel Dieu Hospital 
ZDV�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�QH[W�EORFN�

Delia Lane
� ³+XPLOLW\�� NLQGQHVV�
and generosity were the three 
EHDXWLIXO�JLIWV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�JLYHQ�
to a Catholic woman who did 
much for Catholicity in the city 
RI�(O�3DVR�EHIRUH�VKH�SDVVHG�RQ�
WR� KHU� KHDYHQO\� UHZDUG�´� 6XFK�
EHJDQ�D�PHPRULDO� DUWLFOH�ZULWWHQ�
E\� )ORUHQFH� /H%UHLFK� LQ� -XQH�
1936 after the death of Delia 
Lane.
� 'HOLD� /DQH� ZDV� ERUQ�
in Ireland in 1843 and came to 
the United States when she a 
FKLOG�� %RWK� VKH� DQG� KHU� EURWKHU��
Michael Connerton, were well-
NQRZQ� HDUO\� EHQHIDFWRUV� RI� WKH�
church in El Paso. Lane was the 
¿UVW�SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�$OWDU�6RFLHW\�
at Immaculate Conception. 
During her lifetime, she donated 
generously to many churches, 
orphanages, hospitals and 
convents. After donating $10,000 
WR�EHJLQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�6W��3DWULFN�
Cathedral, she gave the statue of 
Saint Patrick which still looks 
down upon the congregation 
and donated two paintings of St. 
Patrick that hung in Immaculate 
Conception Church. Two of the 

stained glass windows were also 
GRQDWHG�E\�/DQH�DQG�KHU�EURWKHU�
donated the altar.
 Lane had a special 
interest in the welfare of children. 
When the Catholic Community 
&HQWHU�ZDV�EXLOW�� WKH�SOD\JURXQG�
was placed on the roof. Mrs. Lane 
immediately saw how dangerous 
WKLV�ZDV�DQG�KRZ�KRW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�
for the children, so she donated 
the grounds on Mesa and River 
streets to Bishop Schuler for the 
playground. 
 Lane also cared for a 
foster child, Grace Gray, and 
provided for the education of 
numerous children who could 
not afford to attend Catholic 
school. She was also a close 
friend of Mother Praxedes and 
PDGH� D� GRQDWLRQ� WR� KHOS� EXLOG�
Loretto Academy. When Lane 
died in 1936, at the age of 93, 
VKH� OHIW� JHQHURXV�EHTXHVWV� WR�6W��
Margaret’s Orphanage and to 
Hotel Dieu.

Saint Pedro de Jesús Maldonado
 The Diocese of El Paso’s 
only martyr, Father Pedro de Jesús 
Maldonado Lucero, was a victim 
of the religious persecution in 
Mexico. Buried in the Cathedral 
RI� &KLKXDKXD�� KLV� WRPEVWRQH�
VLPSO\�VD\V�³7~�HUHV�VDFHUGRWH���
<RX�DUH�D�SULHVW�´� ,Q�������3RSH�
-RKQ�3DXO�,,�FDQRQL]HG����SULHVWV�
who were murdered during the 
time of religious persecution in 
Mexico, including San Pedro 
Maldonado. In 2005, St. Patrick 
Cathedral dedicated a nave to the 
memory of San Pedro de Jesús 
Maldonado, the martyr of the 
Diocese of El Paso.
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Sacred Heart of Jesus

Exterior of St. Patrick Cathedral, El Paso

Matachines dance in front of St. Patrick Cathedral




