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Prójimo es todo lo que está a 
mi alcance, próximo, para ayudar 
o para que me ayude. Amar a 
quienes me resultan agradables 
y no causan molestias es fácil. 
Para amar a todos, sea quien sea, 
hace falta fe, hace falta ver hijos 
de Dios en cada persona y cabria 
preguntarnos, mi amor al prójimo 
es total o selectivo?  Tendemos a 
formar grupos o a identifi carnos 
con ciertas comunidades por el 
lugar donde nacimos, la cultura 
que heredamos, la religión en la 
que crecimos. Eso es parte de 
nuestra riqueza pero la may-
oría de la gente piensa que las 
personas con las que se identifi ca 
son su prójimo y los demás son 

extraños o desconocidos.
Prójimo es toda persona, espe-

cialmente quien ha sufrido una 
tragedia y es prójimo indepen-
diente, de donde nació, cual es 
su religión, sus costumbres, su 
color de piel, etc. En el tiempo 
de Jesús, los escribas y fariseos 
habían reducido el nombre de 
“Prójimo” a los de la propia 
nación y a los que profesaban la 
misma religión de uno. Jesús, nos 
enseña que el verdadero amor 
al prójimo no tiene prejuicios o 
barreras ni de raza, de religión, 
de nacionalidad, ni de ideología, 
para prestar ayuda incondicional 
a quien la necesita. No es un 
amor solo de palabra; es un amor 
sacrifi cado y generoso, en un 
amor en acción, de hechos. No 
debemos ser insensibles al dolor 
ajeno; es tratar al prójimo como 
cada uno desea que lo traten así 
mismo.

Jesús no reconoce frontera ni 
limites para el amor. Destruir o 
rechazar a otros para estar bien 
nosotros, es lo que ha llevado a 

las guerras, al odio, persecución 
y a la destrucción. En el siglo 
XX fue anunciada la muerte de 
Dios y muchos actuaron en con-
secuencia, porque a la muerte de 
Dios le sigue la muerte del próji-
mo, es decir dejar de reconocer a 
los diferentes como “próximos” 
y eso es el principio y fi n de la 
humanidad. El maestro al que 
seguimos quiere la conviven-
cia pacífi ca de todos los seres 
humanos basada en el recono-
cimiento y en el amor mutuo.

Estamos acostumbrados a bus-
car el prójimo allá lejos, mien-
tras él se halla codo a codo con 
nosotros. Es próximo el esposo, 
la esposa, los hijos, los veci-
nos, el que nos trae el correo, el 
periódico, el que recoge la basura 
y limpia las calles, la cajera de la 
tienda o la empleada del banco, 
el conductor del bus, el policía 
que nos informa, la recepcionis-
ta, la vendedora de fruta o tacos 
de la esquina; el médico que 
pide limosna en el semáforo o al 
entrar en las tiendas. Todos ellos 

son caminantes y han sido despo-
jados de algo: De su tiempo, de 
su salud, de su juventud, de su 
dignidad, de su alegría, de su 
descanso, de su vida de familia. 
A todos los hemos encontrado 
a la vera del camino... Hemos 
hecho algo por ellos? No. Casi 
siempre “damos un rodeo, juzga-
mos y/o pasamos de largo”.

No podemos alegar que somos 
pobres, que no tenemos aceite, ni 
vino, ni cabalgadura, ni entre-
namiento en primeros auxilios, 
ni dinero para pagar al dueño del 
mesón (hotel) por la convalecía 
del prójimo. El mas desposeído 
de nosotros, tiene en su alfor-
ja palabras amables, calor de 
abrazo, capacidad de mirar con 
misericordia, fe en Jesucristo y 
una enorme reserva de entusias-
mo...

Cuentan que aquel viejito se 
estaba secando de tristeza. Vino 
al médico y recomendó sola-
mente esto: Demuéstrele cariño, 
cariño verdadero”. A la próxima 
visita, el médico lo encontró ya 

muy respuesto y por única receta 
dijo esto: “Duplíquele la dosis”. 
A cuántos de nosotros nos dirá 
el Medico Divino: “Por favor: 
Duplíquele su dosis de cariño y 
de caridad hacia los demás. Du-
plíquele la dosis, porque lo que 
le está dando es demasiado poco 
en comparación del amor de 
caridad que Dios quiere que cada 
uno brinde a los demás”.  Quiero 
decidirme a examinarme y rezar 
a este respecto. Señor: Andaré 
por el camino de tus mandatos, si 
tu ensanchas y vuelves más gen-
eroso mi corazón”(Salmo118). 

En esta parábola (Lucas 10, 
25-37), joya insuperable de la 
literatura universal, el Gran Ped-
agogo, nos enseña con un ejem-
plo imborrable que no basta con 
decir “Pobrecito” sino que hay 
que hacer lo posible por ayudar 
al que necesita de nuestra ayuda. 
Los pobres nos gritan el slogan 
del instituto Roosevelt: “No se 
contente con compadecernos. 
Ayúdenos!”.

Neighbor is everyone within my 
reach, close enough for me to help 
or to help me.

Loving those who are pleasant 
to me and don’t cause me trouble 
is easy. To love everyone, no mat-
ter who they are, requires faith; 
it requires seeing God’s children 
in each person. And we should 
ask ourselves: is my love for my 
neighbor total or selective?

We tend to form groups or 
identify with certain communities 
based on where we were born, the 
culture we inherited, the religion 
in which we grew up. That is part 
of our richness, but most people 
think that the people they identi-
fy with are their neighbors, and 
everyone else are strangers or 
unknown to them.

Neighbor is every person, espe-
cially those who have suffered a 
tragedy,  and a neighbor regardless 
of where they were born, what 
their religion is, their customs, 
their skin color, etc. In Jesus’ 
time, the scribes and Pharisees 
had reduced the meaning of 
“neighbor” to those of their own 
nation and to those who practiced 
their same religion. Jesus teaches 
us that true love of neighbor has 
no prejudices or barriers of race, 
religion, nationality, or ideology 
when it comes to giving uncon-
ditional help to someone in need. 
It is not a love of words only; it 
is a sacrifi cial and generous love, 
a love in action, shown through 
deeds. We must not be insensitive 
to others’ pain; it is to treat our 
neighbor as each of us would want 
to be treated.

Jesus recognizes no borders or 
limits to love. To destroy or reject 
others in order to be comfortable 
ourselves, that is what has led to 
wars, hatred, persecution, and de-
struction. In the 20th century, the 
“death of God” was proclaimed, 
and many acted accordingly, be-
cause the death of God is followed 
by the death of the neighbor, 

meaning we stop recognizing 
those who are different as “near” 
to us. And that is the beginning of 
the end of humanity. The Teacher 
we follow wants the peaceful 
coexistence of all human beings, 
based on mutual recognition and 
love.

We are used to looking for our 
neighbor far away, while he is 
right next to us. Neighbor is the 
husband, the wife, the children, 
the neighbors, the one who brings 
us the mail, the newspaper, the 
one who collects the trash and 
cleans the streets, the cashier at 
the store or the bank teller, the bus 
driver, the police offi cer who gives 
us information, the receptionist, 
the fruit or taco vendor on the 
corner, the doctor begging at the 
traffi c light or outside a store. All 
of them are travelers who have 
been stripped of something: of 
their time, their health, their youth, 
their dignity, their joy, their rest, 
their family life. We have all met 
them along the roadside… Have 
we done anything for them? No. 
Almost always we “cross to the 
other side, judge, and/or pass by.”

We cannot excuse ourselves by 
saying we are poor, that we don’t 
have oil or wine, or a mount, or 
fi rst-aid training, or money to pay 
the innkeeper for our neighbor’s 
recovery. The most destitute of us 
carries in his pouch kind words, 
the warmth of an embrace, the 
ability to look with mercy, faith 
in Jesus Christ, and an enormous 
reserve of enthusiasm.

They say that an old man was 
wasting away with sadness. He 
went to the doctor, who recom-
mended only this: “Show him 
affection, real affection.” At the 
next visit, the doctor found him 
much improved and gave only 
this prescription: “Double the 
dose.” To how many of us will 
the Divine Physician say: “Please, 
double your dose of affection and 
charity toward others. Double the 

dose, because what you are giving 
is far too little compared to the 
charitable love God wants each 
one of us to give to others”?

I want to resolve to examine 
myself and to pray about this. 
Lord: “I will run the way of your 

commands, if you enlarge and 
make more generous my heart” 
(Psalm 119).

In this parable (Luke 10:25–37), 
an unsurpassed jewel of world lit-
erature, the Great Teacher teaches 
us with an unforgettable example 

that it is not enough to say “Poor 
thing!” — we must do what we 
can to help the one who needs our 
help. The poor cry out to us the 
slogan of the Roosevelt Institute: 
“Do not be content to pity us. 
Help us!”

VIDA DEL ESPIRITU 

Padre Wilson Cuevas
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Sister Josephine Garrett will be the keynote speaker at 
the 19th Annual Foundation of Faith Event: Let Your Hope Shine

By Analisa Cordova-Silverstein
Major Gifts Officer 

	
Sister Josephine Garrett, CSFN 

will serve as the keynote speaker 
at the 19th Annual Foundation 
of Faith Event: Let Your Hope 
Shine, set for Thursday, Septem-
ber 4, 2025 at the Starlight Event 
Center from 5-9pm, with cock-
tails, hors d’oeuvres, and a silent 
auction beginning at 5pm. 

Sister Josephine has filled 
audiences at many Catholic con-
ferences, including appearances at 
SEEK, Christ Our Life Catholic 
Conference, Steubenville, GIVEN 
Catholic Young Women’s Lead-
ership Forums, and the National 
Eucharistic Congress. She also 
serves as a voice for mental health 
on various platforms such as 
Formed and Hallow.

Sister Josephine will share her 
journey of faith, the challeng-
es she faced, her experiences 
of prayer, and the moments of 
surrender she had to make in her 
life. By drawing upon her own 
personal and traumatic experienc-
es, she sheds light on the power 
of hope and how it served as an 
‘anchor’ guiding her through her 
most difficult times and how she 
found hope in the strength of the 
Lord.

The Catholic Foundation for 
the Diocese of El Paso will also 
honor the Christian Brothers with 
the 10th Annual Dei Gratia Award 
for their service, leadership as ed-
ucators of Cathedral High School. 
This prestigious recognition 
comes as the school celebrates its 
100th anniversary.

The Dei Gratia Award, Lat-

in for “By the Grace of God”, 
recognizes an individual, couple, 
or organization for their servant 
leadership, outstanding contribu-
tion to the Diocese of El Paso and 
our Catholic community, and their 
dedication to being good stewards 
of God’s grace. 

The Catholic Foundation’s 
annual dinner is a stewardship 
event that attracts attendees from 
all over the community. Speak-
ers over the years have included 
Archbishop Gustavo García-Sill-
er, Grammy nominated musician 

Matt Mahar, Rwandan genocide 
survivor Immaculée Ilibagiza, 
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, actor 
Eduardo Verástegui, writer/direc-
tor Jim Wahlberg, and the “cook-
ing priest”, Fr. Leo Patalinghug. 

The annual Foundation of 
Faith Event raises over $200,000 
through sponsorships, table and 
ticket sales, an exciting live 
auction, and donations. Proceeds 
benefit the Catholic Foundation 
whose only purpose is to serve the 
Catholic Church in the Diocese 
of El Paso. 100% of the proceeds 

from all needs packages bene-
fit the designated school, need, 
parish, charity, or fund. Different 
needs are highlighted each year at 
the Foundation of Faith Dinner. 

Thanks to your continued gen-
erosity, the Catholic Foundation 
for the Diocese of El Paso is able 
to make a real and lasting impact 
in the lives of thousands. We 
couldn’t do it without you!

The evening includes the cock-
tail reception, a seated dinner with 
wine, Dei Gratia Award presenta-
tion honoring the Christian Broth-

ers, a live auction, our keynote 
speaker, Sister Josephine. Tickets 
are $125 per person or $1,250 
for a table of 10. Sponsorship op-
portunities are also available. For 
more information or to purchase 
your tickets, visit fofevent.org or 
call 915.872.8412. Proceeds from 
this event support the work of the 
Catholic Foundation in sustain-
ing the long-term needs of our 
diocese.
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By Karina Sandoval, 
Stewardship Coordinator

The Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of El Paso is proud to introduce the 2025 
Steward of the Year Finalists, selected from 19 nominations submitted from parishes, 
Catholic schools, and ministries across the Diocese. Each nominee embodies the call to 

Pray, Serve, and Give, and lives a life of faithful discipleship.
All nominations were reviewed through a blind process by the Catholic Foundation’s 

Stewardship Committee to ensure fairness and impartiality. After careful review, fi nal-
ists were selected for their outstanding service and witness, and one will be named the 
2025 Steward of the Year at the 19th Annual Foundation of Faith Event Let Your Hope 
Shine on Thursday, September 4, 2025, at the Starlight Event Center. Meet the fi nalists:

Meet the 2025 Steward of the Year Finalists

St. Teresa of 
Calcutta
Ministry to 
the Poor 
Sr. Silvia 
Chacon, ASC
Santa Teresa 
Parish, Fort 
Hancock

“Sister 
Silvia Chacón 
is the heart 

and soul of Santa Teresa Parish in Fort Hancock, 
a small, rural, and predominantly migrant com-
munity in far West Texas. In a place marked by 
poverty and hardship, her presence is a beacon of 
Christ’s love. She gives of herself fully offering not 

only spiritual guidance, but also daily necessities. 
Her love is palpable, her compassion boundless…
serving with joy, despite limited resources. With no 
resident pastor, Sister Silvia has stepped into every 
role necessary to keep the parish alive and thriving. 
She serves as parish life coordinator, confi rmation 
coordinator, choir director, and ministry trainer; 
offering faith formation, spiritual guidance, and 
leadership with unwavering dedication. She even 
takes on practical tasks, repairing pews and main-
taining the church grounds when no one else can…
Her acts of love have given the community a deep 
sense of ownership; so much… that they now join 
her in service, caring for the parish that cares for 
them.” —Elizabeth Milan, Catholic Foundation for 
the Diocese of El Paso

St. Juan Diego
Ministry of Evangelization and 
Communications
Carlos Gomez
San Antonio de Padua Parish

“Carlos arrived to the par-
ish about three years ago with 
a background in ministry and 

evangelization at several other 
parishes.  However, he came 
into the parish with humility 
and modesty to participate in the 
liturgies and community life as 
an ordinary parishioner in spite 
of his expertise.  Eventually, he 
responded to the invitation to 
serve and began training parish-
ioners and ministers in order to 
lead an evangelization retreat.  
The retreat was a big success 
with the participation of close to 
40 retreatants and above all be-
cause all of the parish ministries 
cooperated and networked with 
each other in order to provide do-
nations of food and other items.” 
—Fr. Mariano Lopez, Pastor

St. John of God – Ministry of 
Health and Bereavement
Silvia Fernandez
San Antonio de Padua Parish

“Silvia responded to the call-
ing to serve as an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion 

because she wanted to take the 
Eucharist to the homebound.  
She has been willing to serve 
at Mass when necessary, but 
she feels called to focus on 
those who are sick and in need 
reserving the Eucharist in their 
homes or at nursing facilities.  
She currently takes the Eucharist 
to 6 people on Saturday morn-
ings.  She also serves in other 
ministries of the parish and has 
recently accepted to organize 
the community for First Friday 
Eucharistic Adoration beginning 
in August 2025.”  —Fr. Mariano 
Lopez, Pastor

St. Frances 
Xavier Cabri-
ni Ministry of 
Refugees and 
Migrants
Robert Salas
San Antonio 
de Padua 
Parish

“Robert 
was willing to 
spend several 

nights at the migrant hospitality center, in spite of 
personal health and mobility challenges.  He was 
very committed to the ministry and when other vol-

unteers were not available to cover shifts, he would 
be present to carry out the duties of cleaning, cook-
ing and organizing communication for refugees and 
their relatives.  One time, while trying to organize 
the crowds of refugees, there was a child who was 
very sick and coughing who persistently followed 
the nominee.  It was evident that the nominee was 
a father fi gure for the child and that the child was 
in need of attention.  As a result of his proximity 
to the Child, our nominee became severely ill with 
RSV.  The nominee had to be absent from ministry 
for several weeks, but he was eager to recover in 
order to serve the refugees once more.  He returned 
to his ministry as soon as he was able to.”  — Fr. 
Mariano Lopez, Pastor

Blessed Carlo Acutis – Minis-
try for Youth and Young Adults
Mauro Acosta
Cathedral High School

“Mauro Acosta, Cathedral 
High School Class of 2025, is 
a steward of God’s people and 
truly lives a stewardship way of 
life. During his time at Cathe-
dral, Mauro served in student 
leadership through the retreat 
team, leading every grade level 
in spiritual formation. He also 

served as president of ‘El Otro 
Lado’, our Lasallian border 
immersion program that invites 
students from across the coun-
try to encounter the realities of 
the border and be transformed. 
Though he has graduated, Mauro 
continues to serve in his parish, 
with dedication to youth min-
istry and coordinating his own 
retreats and missions at Juventud 
y Familia Misionera. During the 
year 2025-2026 he will dedicate 
a year of his life to mission work, 
further refl ecting his commit-
ment to building the Kingdom 
of God. Mauro is a steward not 
only in action but in vocation. 
An example or not only Cathe-
dral, but for every person he 
encounters.” —Yolanda Solano, 
Campus Minister

San Pedro 
de Jesus 
Maldonado 
– Ministry of 
Leadership
Servando 
Rojas
San Antonio 
de Padua 
Parish

“This 
nominee 

entered the Knights of Columbus at our parish at a 

time when the organization was about to collapse 
because of low membership.  The nominee was 
able to network with the pastor and with a couple 
of the Knights in order to recruit additional Knights 
of Columbus.  Eventually, the nominee became the 
grand knight and with the support of the pastor he 
developed a strong leadership council that con-
tinued to recruit additional knights of Columbus.  
The Knights have led numerous community and 
fundraising events and continue to lead the men of 
the parish in service and devotion.” —Fr. Mariano 
Lopez, Pastor

St. John 
Baptist de 
La Salle – 
Ministry of 
Education 
and Religious 
Formation
Yvonne San-
chez
St. Patrick 
Parish, Ca-
nutillo

“Yvonne Sanchez, a life-long member of St. Pat-
rick Parish in Canutillo, began teaching catechism 

in 1978. Since then she has taught at various levels 
including RCIA, and she was appointed coordina-
tor of the Religious Formation Program last year. 
Besides teaching, she now helps recruit and train 
teachers who offer the children faith formation. The 
teachers plan retreats for Confi rmation candidates, 
and hope to involve younger children in retreat 
activities appropriate for their age groups.  Results 
are affi rming. Several young people have returned 
after Confi rmation to teach or serve in other capac-
ities. Meanwhile, young parents registering their 
children for classes sometimes recall their forma-
tion a generation earlier and express their grati-
tude.”-Fr. James Kofski, Parochial Vicar

These seven fi nalists embody the spirit of stewardship and discipleship in our Diocese. May their example inspire us all to serve with love and generosity. For more information, 
contact Karina Sandoval, Stewardship Coordinator at ksandoval@catholicfoundationelpaso.org | (915) 872-8412

Adopt-A-Student
at Most Holy Trinity Catholic School
Though Most Holy Trinity Catholic School in Northeast El Paso offers the most affordable 

Catholic education in the diocese, many families still require financial assistance. 
With your generous support, you can help ensure that a quality, Catholic education 

is available to any family, regardless of their economic means.
Donations are accepted at all levels, 

with one-time, monthly, or annual payment arrangements available.

For more information or to donate,
contact Ms. Patsy Flores, Principal

(915) 751-2566 or pflores@mhtcrusaders.org

On behalf of all our students, thank you! We are praying for you and your family!
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Saturday, August 9, 2025
St. Pius X Catholic Church • 8:30 am – 1:00 pm

For early registration contact Karina Sandoval at ksandoval@catholicfoundationelpaso.org or at 915- 872-8412.

Presenters: Fr. Mariano Lopez, Fr. Ivan Montelongo, Deacon Danny and Molly Bejarano, Deacon Gabriel Saucedo, 
Queen of Peace Parish Stewardship Committee members, Guadalupe Gonzalez and more.

Inspiring a Community
of Praying, Service & Giving

Living Hope
4th Annual Bilingual Stewardship Conference

Free to the Public Lunch 
Provided by: Rojas and Eastlake


